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Articles and Features :

Report of the Decisions taken in the Board of
Trustees Meeting, held on 15.10.2022 at 11 a.m.
at Gandhi Peace Foundation, New Delhi
The meeting was attended by the following
Trustees, presided over by Mr. Vinod Jain:
1. Mr. Vinod Jain, 2. Mr. Suresh Chand
Jain, 3. Mr. Sheoraj Singh, 4. Mr.
Rajender Kumar Sharma and 5. Mahi
Pal Singh, and
2. Two invitee members: 1. Mr. Ved
Prakash Arya, 2. Mr. Surajdeo Prasad
The following decisions were taken:
3. The proposal of the Office-Bearers’
committee to appoint two Perokars in
place of the earlier arrangement,
namely Mr. Sheoraj Singh and Mr.
Suresh Chand Jain, was approved
unanimously;
4. The proposal of the Office-Bearers’
committee to declare as illegal and
unauthorised the two receipt books –
bearing number 901 to 1000 of the IRI
and number 1301 to 1400 of The
Radical Humanist – retained by Mr.
N.D. Pancholi, was approverd
unanimously. Consequently, all the
receipts issued by him became illegal
and unauthorised.
5. It was decided unanimously that
members should be requested not to
raise issues pertaining to the IRI
through e-mails etc. and they should
be raised at the appropriate forum of
the IRI only and that such issues/
questions raised through e-mails would
not be taken note of nor replied to
except in the meetings of the
appropriate forum of the IRI.
6. Mr. N.D. Pancholi has been retaining
4

the manuscripts and other papers of
the fifth volume of the ‘Selected Works
of M.N. Roy’ for more than 11 years,
to be exact since the BoT meeting held
at New Delhi on 20-21 August 2011
when he informed the BoT that he had
received from West Bengal the
manuscript of the V volume contained
in six files with typed material running
into some 1400 pages, and he has been
promising to return them to the IRI in
six months every time in the BoT
meetings, as he did in the BoT meeting
dated 20.4.2022 also, even after Mr.
Vinod Jain, Chairman IRI, writing to
him to return all the papers to the BoT
on 15.10.2022. But he did not turn up
in the meeting dated 15.10.2022. The
Secretary was unanimously asked to
write a reminder to Mr. Pancholi to
finally return all the papers to the IRI
within 15 days positively.
7. The financial position of the IRI was
reported by Mr. Sheoraj Singh,
Treasurer IRI and efforts to improve
it through appeal for donations was
also reported.
8. Mr. Sheoraj Singh volunteered to make
efforts to get back the money lying in
the two accounts of the IRI at Mumbai
in the Maharashtra Bank and he was
asked unanimously to go ahead.
9. Proposal regarding the shifting of the
IRI office from Mr. Pancholi’s house
to Mr. Sheoraj Singh’s residence at
3821/7, Kanhaiya Nagar, Delhi-110035
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was also accepted.
10. Since Dr. Rekha Saraswat has shifted
to the U.K. and has neither been
attending the meetings of the BoT nor
is likely to attend them in future, the
proposal to promote and appoint Mr.
Sheoraj Singh in her place as a Life
Trustee was accepted unanimously
and in the vacancy created due to his
appointment as Life Trustee, Mr. Ved
Prakash Arya was appointed as an
Elected Trustee.
A precedent to appoint a new Life
Trustee in place of a Life Trustee who
is not likely to attend the meetings of
the BoT, in this case because he/she
has shifted to a foreign country, exists.
Dr. Gauri Bazaz Malik, who had
shifted to the US, was replaced by Mr.
B.D. Sharma as a Life Trustee by the
Board of Trustees. This change was
proposed by the then Secretary, IRI
Mr. N.D. Pancholi in the Board of
Trustees meeting held at Shanti
Niketan, West Bengal on 22.4.2007 and
accepted by the BoT..
The two posts of the Co-opted
Trustees, which have been lying
vacant, were filled by the unanimous
decision to appoint Mr. Surajdeo
Prasad from Meerut, and Mr. Bhaskar
Sur from West Bengal.
Earlier, Mr. Chandra Shekhar was
appointed as a Co-opted Trustee in the
BoT meeting dated 20.4.2022
inadvertently under the impression that
he was a member of the IRI.
However, on scrutiny of the record it
was found that his annual membership
had lapsed on 28 January 2019 as he
had joined as an annual member for
two years on 29.1.2017 and he had not
renewed his membership before the
date of expiry of his membership.
November 2022

11. It was clarified for the information of
all concerned that if an annual member
does not renew his membership before
the expiry of his membership, the
membership will automatically lapse on
the date of expiry of the membership
and that such a membership cannot be
renewed or extended merely by
depositing the membership fee after
the lapse of the membership. In case
such a person wishes to renew his
membership, he has to submit a new
membership application to the
Secretary IRI along with the requisite
membership fee for annual/life
membership, as the case may be. After
that such applications will be placed
before the BoT for the ‘sanction of
the Board of Trustees at their
discretion’
12. Mr. Vinod Jain presented a plan to
educate and support young children
with the help of Mr. Surajdeo Prasad
using social media, films etc. on
subjects on which grown up people do
not generally speak to them. Mr.
Surajdeo Prasad was also unanimously
asked to revive the ‘Indian
Renaissance Institute’ group on
WhatsApp to spread the ideology of
radical humanism through interaction
with young people.
13. The applications of the following
persons for membership of the IRI,
who had also deposited their
membership fee, were placed before
the Board of Trustees and the sanction
of the BoT was duely granted
unanimously to enroll them as
members:
(a)
Mr. Rajesh Sharma
For Life Membership
(b)
Mr. Sita Ram Pal
For Life Membership
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(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)

Mr. Kamal Kumar
For Life Membership
Mr. Neeraj Verma
For Life Membership
Mr. Bhim Singh Shastri
For Life Membership
Mr. Surya Kant Saini
For Life Membership
Mr. Venkat Saini
For Life Membership
Mr. Ghan Shyam Dass
For Annual Memhership
(2 Years)

(i)

Mr. Ghan Shyam Singh
For Annual Memhership
(2 Years)
(j)
Mr. Jitender Kumar
For Annual Memhership
(2 Years)
(k)
Mr. Satender Kumar
For Annual Memhership
(2 Years)
(l)
Mr. Yash Kumar
For Annual Memhership
(2 Years)
Mahi Pal Singh (Secretary, IRI)
Dated: 15.10.2022

Beliefs vs. Investigated Facts
Creation vs. Evolution
Humans since time immemorial have been wondering about life, the universe, the Sun, the
Moon, the Earth and countless other things. Earlier, religion suggested answers to everything.
Later, curiosity prompted people and scientists to investigate. During the last few hundred
years, a countless number of scientists in a vast variety of fields have accumulated a tremendous
amount of data to quench the human thirst for knowledge. The following is just a sample of
brief facts about our Earth.
Vinod Jain, Chairman Indian Renaissance Institute (IRI)
4.6 bn years Before Present: The earth
is a mixture of dust and gas. It will be a billion
years before the first life forms evolve, and a
couple billion more before the first plants.
b.6 bn years Before Present: The Earth
is a barren orb of rocky land and boiling water,
but the first known plant life is emerging around
the world. Fossils of this plant form, a
microscopic red algae, have been found in
Chitrakoot, Madhya Pradesh.
400 mn years Before Present: The
Devonian period sees the birth of vascular plants
(those with true stems, leaves and roots). A key
class is the Trimerophytopsida, believed to be
an ancestor from which both gymnosperms
6

(seed-producing plants like conifers) evolved.
The Devonian marks the beginning of extensive
land colonisation by plants, which, through their
effects on temperature and atmosphere, brought
about significant climatic change.
383 to 323 mn years Before Present:
Archaeopteris, one of the earliest tree species,
begins to grow on the supercontinents of
Laurasia and Gondawanaland. Archaecopteris
populates the world’s tree forests, dense and
swampy swathes where gymnosperms and
ferns flourish. These are called carboniferous
forests, after the geological period of the time.
250 mn years Before Present: The first
flowers, angiosperms, a more complex plant
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form that produces seed-bearing fruity born of
flowers, begin to dot landscapes. They do not
flourish. In fact, they remain insignificant in
number for more than 100 million years. It’s
important to note here that vegetation is largely
uniform across tropical land masses at this point.
Valviloculus pleristaminis is a fossil of an
angiosperm found in 99 –million-year-old amber
in Myanmar.
150 mn years Before Present: One of
India’s oldest surviving plant groups, the cycads,
trace their lineage to this time. The earliestknown cycad fossils in India date to about 150
million years ago. These are trees with a short,
woody trunk and a crown of large, stiff leaves.
One species, the Cycas circinalis or. Fossil
evidence suggests this genus of gymnosperm
has been growing here since before India broke
away from Gondwanaland.
120 mn years Before Present: The land
mass of present-day India starts to break away
from Gondwanaland. Temperatures and climate
have started to vary across the tropics. The
subcontinent is hot, humid, lush and swampy.
47 mn years Before Present: The birth
of the Himalayas. As the Indian Plate collides
with the Eurasian Plate, at the astonishing rate
of over 18 cm a year, the world’s highest peaks

are formed.
23 mn years Before Present: The
Himalayas alter landscapes and the flow of
weather and water across the land mass. Aridity
levels rise. Most of the land goes from being
tropical wet forests to tropical dry forests, with
longer dry periods and a seasonal monsoon.
Rainfall patterns birthed the tropical rainforests.
The Western Ghats and the Indo-Burma
Biodiversity Hotspot are now considered
indications of what large parts of India were
like then.
2000 years Before Present: As man has
begun to explore, travel and trade, new species
are introduced to the subcontinent, this time not
by Nature but by Man. Among these species:
tamarind, a friendly alien from Africa that will
integrate well with landscapes and cuisines.
500 years Before Present: The colonisers
arrive, and not just men. The British, perhaps
more than any others, introduce ornamental
shrubs and cash crops that will invade and alter
landscapes. Vast tracts of grasslands are
destroyed. Parts of the Western Ghats are razed
for coffee and tea plantations. In the cities,
ornamental plants like the lantana and water
hyacinth begin to crowd out other species.
Courtesy The Hindustan Times.

‘Selections from The Radical Humanist,
Volume I and II’ reach still bigger audience
As reported by www.academia.edu:
‘The Radical Humanist Volume I’ was your top paper last week - 1,501 Views till 13.9.2022
‘Selections from The Radical Humanist Vol. II’ was your top paper last week - 3,171
Views till 10.10.2022
You have 442 highly engaged readers till 10.9.2022. A total of 1,613 people have read your
papers on Academia.
The two volumes have been read in 231 cities in India and 505 foreign cities.
Editor, The Radical Humanist
November 2022
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Modi govt is betraying Jayaprakash
Narayan’s legacy by calling him its icon
What Nelson Mandela said about South Africa — The history of our country is
characterised by too much forgetting — is truer in the case of India.
If Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi won
freedom for India, it was Jayaprakash Narayan,
or JP, who made it shine through his acts of
bravery and sacrifice.
When Jawaharlal Nehru talked about India’s
Independence, he had some premonitions: “We
shall never allow that torch of freedom to be
blown out, however high the wind or stormy
the tempest.”
Little did he realise that about a quarter
century later, his own daughter, Indira Gandhi,
will blow out that ‘torch of freedom’!
This ‘extinction’ of freedom happened at
midnight on 26 June 1975, when a nationwide
Emergency was imposed in the country. This
brought about a direct confrontation between
Indira Gandhi and JP for who freedom was
uncompromisable: “Freedom became one of the
beacon lights of my life and it has remained so
ever since… Above all, it meant freedom of
the human personality, freedom of the mind,
freedom of the spirit. This freedom has become
a passion of my life and I shall not see it
compromised for food, for security, for
prosperity, for the glory of the state or for
anything else,” JP wrote in his book From
Socialism to Sarvodaya (1956).
He took up the fight in right earnest and
within 21 months, democracy and freedom
returned to India. JP was the architect of this
‘second freedom’. By defeating Emergency, he
became India’s post-Independence liberator.
From being an apostle of Gandhi to stepping
into his shoes, JP truly became his moral heir.
A jail in Diwali to fighting for freedom
JP’s quality of a ‘fiery freedom fighter’
8

became evident when
he was confined in the
Hazaribagh Jail in
Jharkhand during the
launch of the Quit India
movement in August
1942. In jail, JP felt
frustrated at not being
able
to
actively
M.G.
participate in this historic
Devasahayam
movement. So, on
Diwali night in November 1942, he along with
five others, escaped the high-security jail by
scaling a 17-foot-high wall while the guards
remained distracted by the festivities. The British
government announced a handsome reward for
JP’s capture. British troops and police launched
a massive nationwide search, and the news
reached every nook and corner. This electrified
the nation and propelled the movement further,
which was otherwise languishing. It was this
momentum that eventually led to India’s
Independence.
A.P. Sinha, a close friend of JP and jailmate
at the Hazaribagh prison, put facts together
succinctly when he said: “JP, you have got the
passion that can make people’s spirits soar up.
You can inspire them to self-sacrifice, to accept
sufferings. You are a great national leader.”
Braving all odds, JP reached Delhi undetected
where he was housed and provided with
facilities to launch and run an underground
movement.
With other Congress leaders still in prison,
JP was now India’s foremost public figure,
acknowledged as a fiery leader of the
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Independence movement by the British
themselves. Taking advantage of his emergence
as a rebellious personality, the government
indulged in sinister propaganda to depict the
freedom movement as an underground,
seditious activity with all the trappings of
terrorism, political dacoity, sabotage, and
unscrupulous opportunism in complete disregard
for the safety and welfare of the general public.
This infuriated Gandhi, and he struck back
against the British’s filthy charges: “Jayaprakash
Narayan differs from me on several
fundamentals. But my differences, great as they
are, do not blind me to his indomitable courage
and his sacrifice of all that a man holds dear for
the love of his country. I have read his manifesto.
Though I do not subscribe to some of his views
expressed therein, it breathes nothing but burning
patriotism and his impatience of foreign
domination. It is a virtue which any country
could be proud.” [Allan & Wendy Scarfe, “JP,
His Biography”, (Hyderabad, Orient Longman1975)]
A halted ‘total revolution’
JP became a “sentinel and custodian of the
Indian conscience” after Independence. In the
same mould as Gandhi, JP never sought power.
Instead, he wholeheartedly adopted the
Gandhian creed of Sarvodaya, which meant
‘Universal Uplift’ or ‘Progress of All’ through
non-violent means. Sunanda K. Datta-Ray, JP’s
chronicler, explains this transformation stating
that JP was an iconoclast with compassion and
heir to an ancient and formidable legacy.
“Bihar’s Magadha heartland, where JP was
born, ‘not only produced relentless fighters and
exterminators of kings’ but also hearkened at
the same time to the devout teachings of
Vardhamana Mahavira and Gautama Buddha,”
he wrote in Encyclopedia of Indian War of
Independence, Vol. 11.
JP, who had spurned the high offices of Union
Cabinet minister, deputy prime minister, and
prime minister and returned to active politics in
November 2022

1974 to lead the student movement against
corruption, unemployment, and high inflation. He
called for a ‘total revolution’, declaring: “After
27 years of freedom, people of this country are
wracked by hunger, rising prices,
corruption…oppressed by every kind of
injustice… it is a Total Revolution we want,
nothing less!”
JP’s ‘Total Revolution’ is a combination of
seven goals, viz., political, social, economic,
cultural, ideological or intellectual, educational,
and spiritual. The main motive was to bring
change in society to tune with the ideals of the
Sarvodaya.
Emergency halted all these initiatives, and
the suspension of Articles 14, 19, 21, and 22 of
the Constitution resulted in the deprivations of
the fundamental rights of Indians. Acting fast,
the Indira Gandhi government detained JP and
the leaders of the opposing factions. Freedom
of the press was fettered, and thousands were
arrested under the Maintenance of Internal
Security Act.
JP bid for time, and immediately after the
announcement of election on 18 January 1977,
he plunged into the fight despite his failing health.
He put together a disparate coalition of political
parties and campaigned vigorously. His
passionate plea to “defeat the dictators” reached
every home, and the people of India, on whom
JP had placed implicit faith, responded with
fervour and enthusiasm. With the popular
upsurge thus created, the Janata Party and its
allies were victorious, winning 330 out of 542
seats. Winning just 2 out of the 234 seats, the
Congress was virtually wiped out in the seven
northern states.
The Janata government that JP crafted to
counter Congress’ hegemony collapsed in mid1979 due to egos, intrigues and betrayals among
party members. JP passed away in October
1979, and Congress returned to power in
January 1980. Despite being a crucial chapter
of India’s post-Independence history,
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JP Movement and the Emergency were not
properly chronicled for posterity.
A nation of lotus-eaters
We are a nation of lotus-eaters who celebrate
frauds and ignore genuine patriots like JP. What
Nelson Mandela said about South Africa — “The
history of our country is characterised by too
much forgetting. A forgetting which served the
powerful and dispossessed the weak” — is truer
in the case of India. Otherwise, this country
would not have reached the nadir it has today in
freedom and equity—the two noble ideals of JP.
It is in this context that eminent jurist Nani
Palkhivala’s words become relevant: “Since
public memory is so alarmingly short, let us
reiterate our gratitude to the men who suffered
in diverse ways and whose sacrifices made the
restoration of freedom possible. The first name
that springs to anyone’s mind is that of
Jayaprakash Narayan. Not since the time of
Gandhiji has moral force—personified by a frail
invalid—triumphed so spectacularly over the
forces of evil. He changed decisively the course
of history. One life transformed the destiny of
620 million.” [“We The People”, Bombay, Strand
Bookstall-1984]
Former US President Bill Clinton’s statement
made at the turn of the century bears recalling
too: “The story of 20th century is the triumph of
freedom. We must never forget the meaning of
the 20th century or the gifts of those who worked
and marched, who fought and died for the
triumph of Freedom.”
If there is one country to which “triumph of
freedom” has the greatest relevance, it is India,
the second-most populous nation in the world,
afflicted with privation, poverty, and penury for

the best part of the 20th century. It is in this
country that JP “worked and marched, fought
and died for the triumph of Freedom”, not once
but twice—as a rebel during the freedom
struggle, and later winning it back from the
native ‘Emergency durbar’ under his own
stewardship. This is a rarity, unparalleled in
human history.
For this, JP should have been venerated and
celebrated as the ‘second Mahatma’. Instead,
he is forgotten and forlorn today. He was even
missing from the Karnataka government’s
poster of ‘freedom stalwarts’ put out during the
75th Independence Day celebrations, replaced
by V.D. Savarkar. The Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh and Bharatiya Janata
Party, which claim JP as their icon, have
betrayed his legacy and abandoned the values
for which he marched, fought and died. None
of his political, social, and economic ideals—
freedom, civil liberties, secularism, federalism,
equity, Sarvodaya—are being adhered to. In
fact, they are doing just the opposite. Electoral
corruption, including the trading of legislators,
has reached horrendous proportions, posing a
clear danger to India’s democracy.
And from the autocratic way the country is
being governed and freedoms suppressed, will
India’s ‘story of the 21st century” be one of
‘enslavement’ instead of freedom? What a
travesty to the memory of JP.
M.G. Devasahayam is a retired IAS
officer and chairman of People-First. He
also served in the Indian Army. Views are
personal.
(Edited by Humra Laeeq)
Courtesy The Print, 11 October, 2022.

The Radical Humanist on Website
‘The Radical Humanist’ is now available at http://www.lohiatoday.com/ on
Periodicals page, thanks to Manohar Ravela who administers the site on Ram
Manohar Lohia, the great socialist leader of India.
– Mahi Pal Singh
10
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Mahatma Gandhi and Jayaprakash
Narayan: A Legacy Discarded
On his birth anniversary comes the sobering realisation that if Narayan
were to come alive today, he would be vilified as an ‘anti-national’ and
‘patriotic nationalists’ would be baying for his blood.
M.G. Devasahayam

Freedom was at the forefront of Mahatma
Gandhi’s ideas. For him, hate and fear were the
worst enemies of freedom. But today’s ruling
establishment is governing the country through
hatred and fear. Where then is the freedom for
which Gandhiji lived, fought and died for?
Jayaprakash Narayan (JP), whose 117th birth
anniversary falls on October 11, was among the
twelve apostles of the Mahatma and had been a
front-soldier during the Indian freedom struggle.
In this fight, JP imbibed a combination of ahimsa
and aggression.
One sparkling instance shows JP’s mettle: On
the Diwali night of November 8, 1942, JP escaped
from the high-security Hazaribagh Jail and a
massive manhunt was launched by the British
regime to capture him ‘dead or live’. This episode
inflamed the fading ‘Quit India Movement’,
launched on August 8 that year by Gandhiji, and
eventually lead to the collapse of the colonial
empire and India’s freedom.
A.P. Sinha, a co-prisoner and friend, whom
JP tried to persuade to also escape, had this to
November 2022

say:
“JP, I am sorry I cannot make the break with
you…. Let me help to cover your getaway. You
have got the passion that can make people’s spirits
soar up. You can inspire them to self-sacrifices,
to accept sufferings. You are a great national
leader”.
The national emergency proclaimed on the
night of June 25, 1975, and the terror that followed
proved how prophetic Sinha was about JP. During
the 20 months of the Emergency, there was gloom
all around as the world’s largest democracy was
slowly but surely sliding into dictatorship.
But through this all, one single soul, one lonely
spirit, continued to stir in anguish and agony, for
the first six months in captivity at Chandigarh
and later attached to a dialysis machine at
Bombay’s Jaslok Hospital and a spartan house
at Patna. Yet, this defiant, indomitable spirit in JP
dared the might of Indira Gandhi’s dictatorship
and defeated it in less than two years, thereby
restoring Indian democracy. He did this despite
being in the frailest of health and living on
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borrowed time. I am a living witness to this.
Former US President, Bill Clinton had once
declared: “The story of 20th century is the triumph
of freedom. We must never forget the meaning
of the 20th century or the gifts of those who
worked and marched, who fought and died for
the triumph of freedom”.
JP was among India’s tallest leaders who had
‘worked and marched, fought and died’ for
independence and the triumph of freedom in a
country which is home to one-sixth of the human
race. JP did it not once, but twice – fighting for
freedom from foreign rule under Gandhiji’s
leadership and later winning it back from a native
coterie, which brought in ‘emergency rule’
through the back door, under his own
stewardship. With the current trend of events,
could the story of the 21st century be the defeat
of freedom?
Be that as it may, there is a common belief
that post-Independence, the Indian National
Congress claimed the legacy of Mahatma Gandhi,
captured political power and ruled India for
decades. Similarly, there is a belief that the
Bharatiya Janata Party claimed JP’s legacy,
captured political power in 1999 and again in
2014, and is ruling the country now.
It is a fact that both the RSS and its political
wing, the BJP, have been laying claim to JP’s
legacy. Among the tributes paid to him, the most
poignant one came from former Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vajpayee, when he said:
“JP was not merely the name of one person;
it symbolised humanity. When one remembered
Mr Narayan two pictures came to one’s mind.
One was reminded of Bishmapitamah lying on a
bed of arrows. The second picture was one of
Christ on the Cross and Mr Narayan’s life
reminded one of Christ’s sacrifices”.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi called JP his
“guiding beacon” and an icon and had pledged to
carry forward his legacy.
The legacy of JP is akin to that of the
Mahatma and echoes him on issues that have
12

cropped up in the post-Gandhi era. All of them
are topical and in JP’s own words:
Freedom
“Freedom became one of the beacon lights
of my life and it has remained so ever since…
Above all it meant freedom of the human
personality, freedom of the mind, freedom of the
spirit. This freedom has become a passion of my
life and I shall not see it compromised for food,
for security, for prosperity, for the glory of the
state or for anything else.”
Democracy
“India’s democracy is to rise storey by storey
from the foundation, consisting of self-governing,
self-sufficient, agro-industrial, urbo-rural local
communities — gram sabha, panchayat samiti
and zilla parishad—that would form the base of
Vidhan Sabhas and the Lok Sabha. These
politico-economic institutions will regulate the use
of natural resources for the good of the
community and the nation.
Development
“Idea of development envisages independent
India as sui generis, a society unlike any other,
in a class of its own that would not follow the
western pattern of mega industrialisation,
urbanisation and individuation. India’s would be
agro-based people’s economy that would chart
out a distinct course in economic growth, which
would be need-based, human-scale and balanced
while conserving nature and livelihoods.
Such a ‘development’ process would be
democratic and decentralised. The best
development model for India is diversified,
democratic decentralised and value-added
agriculture as the root, manufacturing small/
medium industries as trunk and branches and
widespread service sector as a canopy. The
almost universal tendency for a centralised
political, economic model, and social system that
is associated with both of them should be
abandoned.”
Communalism
“Although almost every religious community
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had its own brand of communalism, Hindu
communalism was more pernicious than the
others because Hindu communalism can easily
masquerade as Indian nationalism and denounce
all opposition to it as being anti-national.”

Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh was under a
shadow, there were many protests made about
its being entirely a cultural organisation. But
apparently emboldened by the timidity of the
secular forces, it has thrown its veil away and
has emerged as the real force behind, and
controller of, the Bharatiya Jana Sangh. The
secular protestations of the Jana Sangh will
never be taken seriously unless it cuts the
bonds that tie it so firmly to the RSS machine.
Nor can the RSS be treated as a cultural
organisation as long as it remains the mentor
and effective manipulator of a political party.
(1968)
RSS identifies the Indian nation with
Hindu Rashtra. Such identification is
Jawaharlal Nehru with Jayaprakash Narayan. pregnant with national disintegration, because
members of other communities can never
Photo: http://www.nehrumemorial.nic.in/
accept the position of second-class citizens.
Such a situation, therefore, has in it the seeds of
Hindutva
“Those who attempt to equate India with
perpetual conflict and ultimate disruption. RSS
should ‘give up the concept of Hindu Rashtra
Hindus and Indian history with Hindu history are
only detracting from the greatness of India and
and adopt in its place Indian nationhood, which is
a secular concept and embraces all communities
the glory of Indian history and civilisation. Such
person, paradoxical though this may seem, are in
living in India’.” (1977)
Cows
reality the enemies of Hinduism itself and the
Hindus. Not only do they degrade the noble
“The Hindu concept that a cow’s life is
inviolate is the outcome not of any primitive taboo,
religion and destroy its catholicity and spirit of
tolerance and harmony, but they also weaken and
because beef was a common food of Hindu
society at one time, but of the gradual moral and
sunder the fabric of the nation, of which Hindus
form such a vast majority.”
spiritual development of the Indian people in
which non-Vedic Hindu religions such as Jainism
Hindu Rashtra
“In ‘the long struggle for national freedom
and Buddhism perhaps took the lead. In the
course of time, respect for human life grew and
there emerged a clear enough concept of a single,
composite, non-sectarian Indian nationhood’. All
non-violence came to be more and more
emphasised in human relations.”
those who spoke about divisive and sectarian
Kashmir
nationalism were therefore outside the pale of
“It will be a suicide of the soul of India, if
this nationalism, evolved during the freedom
struggle. The hostile and alienating nationalism
India tried to suppress the Kashmiri people by
we hear about today is antithetical to the ethos
force. Rather than rely on repression, what the
of freedom struggle and against the belief of all
government of India can do is go back to the
time when the state had acceded to India only in
those who helped it evolve.”
RSS
three subjects [i.e. defence, foreign affairs, and
communications]. ( To be Contd....on Page -17)
“When, following Gandhiji’s murder, the
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Bhagat Singh for Today
Nazirul Hasan Ansari

Remembering Bhagat Singh on the
sixtysecond anniversary of his glorious and heroic
martyrdom (March 23) cannot be a ceremonial
or routine affair today. When the entire country,
plagued as it is with the Hindutva brand of
communalism in its worst-ever ferocity and
perfidy, is yet to overcome the trauma of the
Ayodhya tragedy and the horrendous communal
carnage that rocked large parts of this
subcontinent thereafter, Bhagat Singh’s words
are of particular relevance for our nation and
polity.
In the backdrop of the environment obtaining
in India today, it would be most appropriate to
study some of the passages of his Sampradayik
Dange aur Unka Elaj (Communal Riots and
the Remedy) that came out in print in the journal
Kirti in 1927. It is no essay in academic flair, but
it exudes Bhagat Singh’s deepest human concern
for the Indian people who were then, as now,
suffering due to senseless human killings in the
name of religion. Here are a few excerpts from
the article (all translations are mine – NHA):
…. The condition of India has now become
extremely grave. The followers of one religion
have become suddenly sworn enemies of the
14

followers of the other religion. So much so,
that to belong to one particular religion is
reason enough for becoming enemy of the
other religion. Such a feeling has gained
currency.
…. If still someone harbours any doubts
about the gravity of the situation, one should
look at the recent riots of Lahore to gauge
and determine the savagery and ferocity of
the killings…. How Muslims have killed
innocent Hindus and Sikhs and how Sikhs
have been unsparing in their killings,
deploying their best capabilities. Such brutal
mutual killings have not been resorted to by
the killers to award punishment to someone
found guilty of some crime, but for the simple
reason and for the fact that someone was
either Hindu, Sikh or Muslim. For Muslims, it
has been enough to kill if someone was either
Hindu or Sikh and likewise to be a Muslim
was sufficient reason for his being killed.
Apart from his deep anguish that can be seen
in the lines below, Bhagat Singh also underlined
the supine subterfuges of the leadership in face
of horrendous communal criminality:
…. When the situation has reached this
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aggravated stage, then God alone knows
what will happen to India. In view of the
obtaining situation, India’s future appears
extremely bleak. These religions have wrought
havoc on India and one does not know when
the scourge of such horrendous communal
riots will come to an end and India will be
freed from them—from such religious riots….
At the moment political leaders of India are
conducting themselves so shamelessly. Those
very leaders, who had sweared and vowed to
liberate the country and had proclaimed of
shouldering the great responsibility for that
purpose, never tiring of talking about
‘common nationality’ and who had been
vociferous in declaring their faith in the
attainment of “Swaraj”, so unflinchingly and
devotedly in the past, these very same leaders
are now either keeping mum with their heads
bowed in shame or are swaying along with
the raging wind of blind religious bigotry.
Expressing his concern he added :
…. It appears as if the Indian political
leadership has gone completely bankrupt.
Bhagat Singh’s worst fears have now come
true, and the future of India appears as bleak at
the hands of its ‘bankrupt’ political leadership.
About the role of newspapers Bhagat Singh
had opined:
…. Those others, instrumental in fomenting
communal riots, and playing the key-role in
it, are newspapermen. The profession of
journalism, considered to be esteemed once
upon a time, has now been reduced to rubbish.
They are blaring out against each other in
screaming headlines, besides inciting people’s
savage bigoted passions for unleashing the
orgy of mutual killings.
Nothing appears to have changed since then
vis-a-vis the morality and integrity of newspapers.
Bhagat Singh himself wielded a powerful pen,
he was a prolific writer and journalist within his
own rights, having his stint in several papers from
Kirti to Ganesh Shankar Vidyarathi’s Pratap.
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He had this to say about the duty and responsibility
of newspapers before charging them with
dereliction of a sacred duty.
…. The real duty of the newspapers is to
educate, to cleanse the minds of people, take
them out of the rut of narrow sectarian
grooves of thought and perception, and to
wash and scrap out communal feelings in
order to invest them with feelings of amity and
communal harmony, for bridging the gap and
building mutual trust, bringing about real
rapprochement for advancing the cause of
common nationalism.
…. But instead of it all, their main objective
appears to have become spread of ignorance,
proliferation and propagation of chauvinism
and sectarianism—communalisation of
people’s mind for engendering group clashes
and skirmishes. In this way they are working
for destruction of India’s common heritage
and its composite culture—its common
nationalism….
How fully these words apply to the Indian
print media of our own times, will have to be
measured by mediamen themselves. What,
however, bears pathetic resemblance to the
overall situation of present-day India is Bhagat
Singh’s painful observation, in conclusion:
…. This is the reason, while looking at the
situation obtaining in India at the moment and
after pondering over it, one sheds tears of
blood and the most crucial question crops up
in one’s mind, as to what is going to happen
to India ultimately? What is going to become
of this country?
How to combat communalism? Bhagat Singh
stated:
…. In order to stop the people from mutual
fighting, class consciousness is needed. The
toiling poor, working classes and the
peasantry should be made fully aware of the
fact that their real enemies are capitalists;
therefore they should desist from doing
anything at their behest and remain ever-
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vigilant from falling prey to their vile
machinations, being always on guard against
becoming the tool of the capitalists.
In his exhortation for all-in unity of the toiling
people, he said:
…. Let people be roused to the
consciousness that basic rights of all the poor,
the world over, irrespective of race, caste,
colour, nationality and country are one, hence
their salvation and prosperity lies in their joint
struggle. They should therefore work to
eradicate and remove all racial, national and
religious prejudices, differences and
distinctions and unite to seize for themselves,
the power of governance.
Placing his optimism in the ultimate triumph,
he added:
…. People must be told that they will be no
losers in this struggle and their chains would
be broken some day and they will attain
freedom and economic emancipation.
Instead of concluding his article on a gloomy
note, Bhagat Singh articulated remarkable
optimism, reposing his hope and faith in the youth
of India and appealed to his countrymen “with
folded hands to pay heed to his suggestions”. He
noted with happiness and satisfaction:
…. Welcome changes are quite discernible
in the minds of the Indian youth now and they
are distancing them from such religions which
are engaged in fomenting mutual conflict and
fostering hatred. The youth have now become
so outspoken and forthright, that they do not
look at the Indian people from the religious
angle—as Hindu, Muslim or Sikh. They are
now regarding all Indian people first as
human beings and then Indians. Articulation
of such a viewpoint by the Indian youth is
indicative of the ensuring bright future of
India.
Calling upon the Indian people to remain
steadfast and dauntless in the face of the
communal menace, he wrote:
…. The Indian people should not lose heart
16

in face of communal riots; instead they should
harness all their resources and potentials and
exert by all possible means to create a new
ethos and climate where recurrence of
communal riots becomes impossible.
While paying rich tributes to the Ghadar party
and its heroes in his article, Bhagat Singh
underlined the ideological significance of this
heroic movement that lay in the Ghadarites’ clearcut attitude towards religion vis-à-vis politics; and
their strikingly imaginative position on the most
vexed yet vital issue:
…. The martyrs of 1914–15 had separated
religion from politics and were convinced that
religion was the private affair of an
individual; hence none should be permitted
to interfere with it. And likewise religion
should also be debarred from encroaching in
politics because once it is mixed up, it can’t
work in unison in the same arena.
…. It was because of this that a movement
like the Ghadar Party remained integrated
and united, in which Sikhs topped the list of
those attaining martyrdom, but Hindus and
Muslims also did not lag far behind.
Bhagat Singh’s most serious concern over
communalisation of politics led him to look to
different quarters in quest of people and parties
that could be united to fight the menace and
welcome political leaders with non-communal
secular outlook:
…. At the moment some of our Indian
leaders have emerged on the scene who are
advocating separation of religion from
politics, which is the real remedy to eradicate
the communal malady. We support this
position. If religion is separated from politics
we can come together in political matters while
remaining aloof from the religious point of
view.
The article ends with this impassioned appeal
to his compatriots:
…. Well-wishers of India would think over
the remedy I am suggesting and should come
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forward to save India from the disastrously
suicidal course it is being pushed in.
He fought against communalism with the clear
perception that it was primarily aimed against the
poor who were struggling for their emancipation,
social, political, economic and spiritual. For
Bhagat Singh secularism, Hindu–Muslim unity
and communal harmony were not just clichés for
coaxing and cajoling the exploited and the
ignorant. They were life-giving ideals, for the
realisation of which lives could be sacrificed
without hesitation or reservation.
Bhagat Singh urged upon the youth to go to
the masses of workers and peasants. In their joint
letter that Bhagat Singh and his comrade-in-arms,
B.K. Dutt, sent to the delegates of the Punjab
Students’ Federation conference, and which was
read out in the second session of the conference
on October 11, 1929, presided over by Subhash
Chandra Bose, they pointed out that what was
much more important than bombs and pistols for
the youth was to spread the revolutionary
message to the nook and corner of the country,
to the factories and fields—the message to one
and all to join the freedom struggle; and it was

the bounden duty of the students to go to the
poor living in dirty slums, and rouse them to
action. It was a time of trial for the youth, they
said, and expressed their faith that in the name
of the great martyr, Jatindra Nath Das, our
student brethren would be able to prove their
mettle in the crucible of the freedom struggle.
This letter was later published in the English daily,
Tribune, in its issue of October 22, 1929.
Imbibing the spirit of this letter, why cannot
our students today reach every hearth and home
of the common toiling Indians and spread the
message of Bhagat Singh against the menance
of communalism and religious fundamentalism?
Why can’t a month-long ‘mass education
campaign against communalism’ in honour of
Bhagat Singh and his comrades-in-arms be
launched and made a permanent feature of the
activities of student and youth every year?
(The author was a noted communist
leader of UP and worked among the weavers
of the State for many years. He passed away
in Lucknow in March 2004.)
Courtesy Janata Weekly, August 9,
2020.

Mahatma Gandhi and Jayprakash...

Contd. from page - (13)

This would mean providing for the fullest possible autonomy. If, in Kashmir, ‘we continue to
rule by force and suppress these people and crush them or change the racial or religious character
of their state by colonisation, or by any other means, then I think that means politically a most
obnoxious thing to do’.”
“Kashmir has distorted India’s image for the world as nothing else has done. The only way to
get rid of this black mark on Indian democracy was to assure the Kashmiris ‘full internal autonomy,
i.e., a return to the original terms of the accession’. To think that we will eventually wear down
the people and force them to accept at least passively the Union is to delude ourselves. That
might conceivably have happened had Kashmir not been geographically located where it is. In its
present location, and with seething discontent among the people, it would never be left in peace
by Pakistan.”
We see today that the Gandhi-JP legacy has not only been turned on its head but mingled in the
dust. If JP were to come alive today, he would be vilified and abused as an ‘anti-national’ with
‘patriotic nationalists’ baying for his blood. Is the ‘New India’ on offer?
M.G. Devasahayam is a former IAS officer hailing from Kanyakumari district.
Courtesy The Wire, 11 October 2019.
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Does a Great Communicator
Mute Press Conferences?
Subhash Gatade
(https://www.newsclick.in/does-great-communicator-mute-press-conferences)

The Bharat Jodo Yatra persona of Rahul Gandhi challenges the PM’s TV-generated
image of great orator despite his apparent preference for monologue over dialogue
Prime Minister Narendra Modi is often
lauded for his communication skills. Not just
followers, sometimes, even those who don’t
admire his politics find his oratorical skills
impressive. But few can stop wondering why
someone who constantly delivers
speeches, and even taunted his predecessor as
“mute”, is never heard at a formal press
conference hosted by him or his party. Now that
Rahul Gandhi, former president of the Congress
party, is on his ambitious Bharat Jodo Yatra—
peppered with press conferences—some are
also drawing comparisons between the Prime
Minister and his political rival’s approach to the
media.
On several occasions, it became clear that
if journalists’ tough questions can be a pain to
answer, trying to avoid their queries
can produce equally embarrassing results. The
choreographed image of the Prime Minister
suddenly developed cracks in May, for instance,
when Richard Walker, the chief international
editor with German broadcaster Deutsche Welle,
revealed the facts about a press conference
scheduled in Berlin. Prime Minister Modi was
on a Europe tour following the Russia-Ukraine
war, and his first stop was in Berlin. Walker
tweeted that there would be a joint press
conference of German Chancellor Olaf Scholz
and Modi to announce 14 agreements—but at
India’s insistence, journalists could ask “zero
questions” at the meet.
As in this episode, the refusal to field queries
has frequently exposed India to criticism, even
if it protects the Prime Minister from pesky
18

reporters. Indeed, it has led people to question
media freedom in India. After Modi recently
called India the “mother of democracy”, political
watchers asked about his unilateral muting of
the media even during official interactions, which
sounds like an utterly authoritarian measure. The
more there is a refusal to answer questions—
the more people will ask if India is the biggest
democracy or descending into electoral
autocracy.
The Prime Minister’s avoidance and
abhorrence of the media have been legion since
his party came to power in 2014. His first major
press conference as Prime Minister was at the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) headquarters in
2019. He delivered a speech that friendly TV
news channels projected as a historic moment.
At the event, he directed all questions addressed
to him to Amit Shah, then the BJP president.
Ultimately, the event was something the
government had to get over than enjoy. Rahul
Gandhi gave Modi a left-handed compliment for
his “excellent press conference”, while some
news outlets resoundingly criticised how the
event played out. To avoid further criticism, the
BJP defended the press conference as one
organised for Shah in which Modi had just
made an appearance. Wouldn’t it have been
better to field a few questions from the
journalists who had hoped for a sound-bite or
two than come up with excuses later?
A leading media house filed an RTI application
with the Prime Minister’s Office (PMO) asking
for the number of press conferences addressed
by Modi and the number of interviews he gave.
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It got an ambiguous response that since the PM
holds structured and unstructured interactions with
the press, it has no such record.
Modi’s avoidance of press conferences has
caused concern among democracy-loving
Indians, but it is also discussed abroad concerning
India’s backsliding on democratic indicators.
Journalists and editors who consider themselves
close to the ruling establishment have a different
take. They argue what matters most is people
listen to the Prime Minister and that elected
leaders’ press conferences with journalists freely
raising queries do not help democracy. One
journalist even argued that not holding unscripted
press interactions should be seen as the “new
communication paradigm”.
On closer scrutiny, Modi’s refusal to speak
directly with the media since 2014 may have its
genesis in how difficult it was for his government
to handle the media when he was Chief Minister
of Gujarat. The aborted interview with Karan
Thapar, the journalist known for posing
tough questions to interviewees, amply
demonstrated this. Perhaps Modi could never
swim ahead of the allegations that chased his
government after the 2002 riots in Gujarat.
Criticism by the press and its focus on the riots
embarrassed the BJP’s local and central
leadership. It culminated in Modi being denied
visas to travel to the United States and the United
Kingdom, a ban that lasted until he became prime
minister.
Despite his apparent liking for former United
States President Donald Trump—as the
“Namaste Trump” event the Modi government
organised for him in February 2020 shows—
Modi never followed Trump’s media strategy.
As president, Trump displayed tremendous
disdain for the press and infamously referred to
any news critical of him or his policies as “fake”.
Yet he did not—or could not—avoid meeting
the press during his four-year term. Journalists
grilled him on controversies such as his position
on Covid-19 or alleged financial misdeeds. Yet
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he never stopped taking press questions—or the
American press has built stronger foundations,
which the Indian media must emulate.
Modi’s decision to hit the mute button before
journalists should not be seen in isolation but as
an integral part of his and his government’s
media strategy. He has opted to send messages
through tweets, radio programmes such
as Mann Ki Baat and scripted interviews,
mainly with pliant journalists (and some nonjournalists) on favourable channels or
newspapers and periodicals. These hardly raised
a difficult question—forget criticism—about his
regime or performance record. Structural shifts
in technology aided the BJP’s strategy, as did
the exponential rise in social media usage, not
to mention changes in media ownership
patterns. All these changes helped Modi and his
party target their critics, push the Prime
Minister’s message to specific audiences, and
never have him respond to charges or queries
of the kind that dogged him in his previous job.
To cover up the charge of not communicating
with people through the free press, his party has
created the image of an effective
communicator—one who ironically delivers only
monologues that dumb down issues. The pattern
here is to project the executive as remote and
distant from ordinary people. That is why Modi’s
rise accompanied new rules—some informal—
to reshape how journalists interact with the
government, the ruling party and the PMO. Gone
are the days when journalists could access
bureaucrats or ministers for informal
interactions. Entering government offices is more
challenging, and bureaucrats and ministers alike
have been sent signals that less said is better. The
tradition of taking senior journalists or
representatives of media organisations on foreign
tours of the prime minister—another avenue for
interacting with journalists—has been done away
with. Even access to the BJP office seems not
as breezy a task as before, when journalists could
walk in and spend time wandering the premises,
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picking up political gossip or rumours, if not a
formal interaction with a leader or worker.
The cumulative effect of this new media
strategy is to take complete control over state
institutions and the party organisation.
Dominance over the media gives this
government tremendous leverage. The media
has broadly adopted a pliant role vis-a-vis the
ruling establishment and continuously targets the
Opposition—thus performing the part of a
political party than an independent watchdog.
This has helped the ruling dispensation steer
away from turbulence for nearly a decade.
Challenging this hegemony may seem
impossible, but alternative voices—including on
social media channels—speak out against the
deliberate dumbing down of public discourse. A
section of the mainstream media has also carved
out a niche, especially reaching audiences who
have given up on the embedded media that
promotes hate and exclusion. Most compelling
was the massive farmer protest, which forced
the government to withdraw its farm laws after
failing to quell the movement itself. The farmers
had created their own media spaces—
newspapers, magazines, social media

channels—which broke the conspiracy of silence
and rumours doing the rounds of corporatedominated mainstream media.
But will there be a political response to the
BJP’s media capture? Bharat Jodo Yatra,
supported by civil society and prominent
individuals, has completed a month in action. It
seems to have broken new ground in reaching
and communicating with people. Its ultimate
success hinges on the persona of Rahul Gandhi,
the man the BJP has vilified endlessly for close
to a decade in power. It is evident—whatever
the failures of the previous regime in the
communications realm—Rahul is demonstrating
openness to field questions from any quarter.
He has not shied away from direct public
contact—nor the media. All this seems like a
breath of fresh air while the “great
communicator” cocoons himself, not taking
questions.
It is visible how the man known for oratory
fumbles when the tele-prompter malfunctions,
while the so-called Pappu stands his ground
despite both kinds of downpours—abuses and
rain.
Courtesy Newsclick, 11 October 2022.

An Appeal for Donation for the
Court Case – 13 Mohini Road, Dehradun
Dear Friends,
As you are aware, a court case is in progress for the eviction of Humanist House, 13 Mohini
Road, Dehradun for the last 37 years from the illegal occupant of the house where M.N. Roy
and Mrs. Ellen Roy lived and breathed their last. As Indian Renaissance Institute needs fund to
pursue the case diligently, you are requested to donate liberally for the cause.
Cheques/Bank drafts may be sent in the name of ‘Indian Renaissance Institute’
to: Sheoraj Singh, 3821/7, Kanhaiya Nagar, Tri Nagar, Delhi- 110035. (M) 9891928222.
Email ID: srsingh3821@gmail.com.
Online donations may be sent to: ‘Indian Renaissance Institute’Account No. 02070100005296;
IFSC Code: UCBA0000207, UCO Bank, Supreme Court Branch, New Delhi (India)
Mahi Pal Singh
Secretary
(M) 9312206414, Email: mahipalsinghrh@gmail.com
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Forget Your Rights and Do Your Duties:
Modi’s ‘Kartavyapath’ is a Road Paved With Bad Intentions
Siddharth Varadarajan
The latest target for the Bharatiya Janata
Party’s renaming zeal is Rajpath, with the
government deciding to call the iconic stretch
which runs from Rashtrapati Bhavan down to
India Gate ‘Kartavyapath’, or duty road.
The renaming of the road – which is paved
with bad intentions – is not just a cartographic
act. When it is formally inaugurated by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on September 8 to mark
the completion of the first stage of his
government’s controversial Central Vista
makeover project, the speech he delivers will
make the agenda clear.
Just before that, the unelected New Delhi
Municipal Council that is packed full of BJP
members has been asked to convene a special
meeting for September 7 so that the renaming
proposal can be duly rubber stamped.
Known as Kingsway during British rule, the
road was renamed Rajpath, or State Road, after
independence. Together with Janpath, or People’s
Road – formerly known as Queensway – which
bisects it in the middle, the two avenues defined
in cartographic terms the new republic’s social
contract in which sovereignty now vested in its
citizens. These sovereign citizens reclaimed the
Central Vista that was framed by these central
axes as their own. On its vast greens they
congregated at will to picnic, play, walk and eat
ice cream at all times of the day and night,
restrained not by some official diktat or boundary
but mostly by the vagaries of the weather or the
availability of transport. All of that now comes to
an end. Duty Road has little room for free
citizens.
In his Independence Day speech last month,
Prime Minister Modi sidestepped growing
demands on the government to fulfil its end of
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the social contract and instead laid great emphasis
on people fulfilling their duties. Exhorting citizens
to be dutiful is a staple of authoritarian statecraft
and was first enshrined in the Indian constitution
by Indira Gandhi during the Emergency. Since
then, governments which have faced criticism for
disregarding the rights of the people have
frequently resorted to reiterating the importance
of duties. The renaming of Rajpath as
‘Kartavyapath’, or ‘Duty Road’, represents a
further symbolic escalation of the official attempt
to emphasise duties over rights. That this
naamkaran is to be accompanied by a
shuddhikaran, or cleansing, of sorts in which
ice cream vendors will be restrained from plying
their carts and picnics will be forbidden on the
greens still available for people to access should
hardly surprise us.
The renaming itself is not without a sinister
dimension. Rights in a democratic polity are, in
the final analysis, a claim against the state which
is constitutionally enjoined to ensure citizens are
not deprived of them. The name ‘Rajpath’ could
thus be seen as a symbolic reminder of the fact
that the state and its institutions which were
located alongside it had legitimacy only to the
extent to which they upheld people’s rights. On
the other hand, the concerted new push to
emphasise ‘duties’ – which the Orwellian
‘Kartavyapath’ symbolises – places the burden
for governance on the ordinary citizen. It lays the
blame for problems at her door and deflects
attention away from the responsibility of the state.
From renaming to vandalising
Of course, earlier renaming exercises also had
a political agenda driving them. In 2015,
Aurangzeb Road became A.P.J. Abdul Kalam
Road. Hindutva fanatics have now set their sights
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on renaming Akbar Road and Humayun Road.
Race Course Road, where the prime minister’s
official residence is located, became Lok Kalyan
Marg, or the road of people’s welfare, though
many have questioned its appropriateness.
Teen Murti Bhavan – where the Nehru
Memorial Museum and Library is located – has
been rebranded ‘Pradhan Mantri Sangrahalaya’
in honour of a monstrous spaceship-shaped
building erected in defiance of the country’s
heritage laws which now houses the Museum of
Prime Ministers. Earlier, Pragati Maidan was also
witness to urban vandalism when the Modi
government tore down the landmark Hall of
Nations pavilion and other structures there and
erected an enormous building that looks like a
pile of shipping containers.
The BJP in Uttar Pradesh has changed the
name of the historic city of Allahabad to Prayagraj,
and more changes are on the anvil in all states
where the party is in power, especially UP,
Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh. There is a
more sinister undertone to the name changes there,
with BJP leaders – taking a cue from Modi’s
reference in 2014 to ‘1200 years of slavery’ –
equating Mughal-era or other Muslim names with
‘symbols of colonialism’.
Rulers and subjects
Unnamed official sources told PTI that the
renaming of Rajpath “is also a message to the
ruling class that the era of rulers and subjects is
over”. This claim is at odds with the growing
power of the state over the lives of people in terms
of food habits, freedom of expression, law
enforcement, etc, not to speak of the cult of
personality surrounding Prime Minister Modi
which has turned even the BJP organisation into
“subjects” , and the massive growth in wealth of
the “ruling class” that has taken place on his
watch.
Even in terms of urban design, India is unique
among major democracies in providing ministers
and top officials with huge bungalows in the
centre of the national capital at public expense.
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Indeed, by planning the prime minister’s official
residence atop Raisina Hill, Modi has actually
reinforced the power of the “ruler” over his
“subjects” in exactly the same manner as the
colonial authorities had done in their vision of the
capital. As Pilar Maria Guerrieri notes in her 2018
book, Negotiating Cultures: Delhi’s
Architecture and Planning from 1912 to 1962,
power in New Delhi radiates down from Raisina
Hill:
“The arrangement of the housing followed the
accepted, customary rules of power: Europeans
with more prestigious and exalted roles were
placed in the greatest proximity to Raisina Hill,
and as the social status of the inhabitants
decreased, so did their proximity to it. Indians,
who did not work within the government
apparatus, lived in settlements set within a rigid
grid of roads at a considerable distance from
Raisina Hill, and even from New Delhi itself.”
It is this spatial privilege which separates the
‘ruler’ from the ‘subject’ and defines the unequal
essence of the city, not the names of roads and
streets. Shown below is a 1920 plan for the
distribution of bungalows in New Delhi by the
city’s colonial planners. Even though the names
of the roads and the colour of the occupants have
since changed, the bungalows all remain.
There is no question of Modi doing away with
these ugly symbols of colonialism, asking our
ministers to find their own housing (as in other
democracies) and putting the green expanse and
buildings freed to more socially productive use
by the “subjects”. No, all he has in mind for them
is kartavya. The city is for the state and its
functionaries, who will decide when, where and
in what quantity the people – who have a duty to
obey authority – can congregate.
(Siddharth Varadarajan is journalist,
political analyst and academic. He is a
Founding Editor of The Wire. He was earlier
the Editor of The Hindu. Courtesy: The Wire.)
Courtesy Janata Weekly, September 18,
2022.
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Apologising to Bilkis Bano
Sandeep Pandey
It is a matter of shame for us as a society
that Bilkis Bano’s rapists have been released
by a District level committee of Gujarat
Government. Some people in the Hindutva
family are also justifying the act by claiming
that a few of the rapists are Sanskari
Brahmans. If rapists and murderers will be
called Sanskari, then we as a society have
to rethink about the moral values and ethical
standards necessary to be upheld for us to
be called a civilised society. Besides Bilks
Bano feeling cheated by the act of Gujarat
government, what would be the feelings of
women of family of convicts? We’re sure
no woman would feel that men of their
family are sanskari if they indulge in violating
the modesty of other women, irrespective of
which caste or religion they belong to. We
take pride that India is known in the world
over for its spirituality. India is identified by
Mahatma Gandhi who himself is a symbol
of values and virtues. It is a shame that
Gujarat which produced a global spiritual
stalwart like Mahatma Gandhi today is silent
on people who have committed heinous
crimes. Are we as a humanity going to
defend the victims of violence and hate or
not? Are we going to silently suffer the
injustice being done to innocent people?
What kind of society do we aspire to build
and live in?
All eleven rapists and murderers who
have been released are associated with the
Hindutva ideology. Godhra based Advocate
Narendra Parmar asks why the committee
in Panchmahal district, of which the District
Magistrate is also a part, chose to release
only these 11 and not any other convicts
serving sentences in Godhra jail for crimes
much less heinous than perpetrated by these
men? The proceedings of the meeting in
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which decision was taken to release the
rapists and murderers is not being provided
under the Right to Information Act, in spite
of the one month stipulated time being over
in response to an application filed by
journalist Rajjak Mansuri. It is interesting to
note that only one out of the 11 convicts had
asked for remission of sentence from the
court but all 11 were released by the District
committee in a rare gesture of goodwill on
the Independence Day soon after the Prime
Minister made an appeal from the Red Fort
that we must change our attitude towards
women and must treat them with respect.
By releasing them just before the Gujarat
elections the Bhartiya Janta Party
government intends to send out a message
that all its cadres will be protected in spite
of the graveness of crime committed by them
so long as it serves the purpose of Hindutva
ideology. We are one step closer to the
establishment of Hindu Rashtra of the
Rashtriya Swayamsewak Sangh by this
decision of Gujarat government. The BJP and
RSS may gain politically from this decision,
but anybody can predict that they are setting
a dangerous precedent but letting out the
culprit convicts, putting the victim and
witnesses in a precarious position. The
devious design for the purpose of communal
polarisation is distorting or numbing the
conscience of people. We are not being able
to decide on the basis of merit of the case,
but our view is being coloured by caste and
communal considerations. Slowly, this
process will render us incapable of having a
sense of empathy and we’ll become human
beings without any feelings. This phenomenon
has already started affecting families where
relationships are getting soured between
those who support this Hindutva narrative
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and those who don’t.
The scenario is becoming further murkier
because the strident Hindutva is being
confused with assertive nationalism by a
section of population including people in
positions of influence in bureaucracy and
judiciary. Some people feel that supporting
BJP or RSS is in the interest of the country
without realising that the sectarian politics
espoused by these organisations is taking the
society apart, alienating people even among
close circles of friends and relatives,
condoning hatred and violence which they
would have otherwise not done and ignoring
the socio-economic reality of the country
intoxicated by some obscure notion of Hindu
rashtra. They are so blinded by this narrative
that they don’t even realise that they are
being misled purely for the political gain of
a virulent ideology. This process has to be
arrested at some point otherwise our slide
down the hill of moral values and ethical
standards or merely even civilised behaviour

will continue unabated. We have to say
enough is enough somewhere.
Let us speak out so that humanity
survives, so that moral values and ethical
standards are respected, so that innocent
people feel safe, and criminals are
discouraged. We have to decide whether we
owe any responsibility towards making our
society more humane.
Until then we can only say we’re sorry
Bilkis. We only hope that what has happened
with you will not happen with any innocent
human being. The society actually needs to
undertake a penance for what she has had
to suffer.
Sandeep Pandey is General Secretary
of Socialist Party (India) and is taking
out a padyatra from Bilkis Bano’s
village Randhikpur in Dahod district to
Ahmedabad during 26 September to 4
October 2022.
e-mail: ashaashram@yahoo.com
Courtesy Countercurrents, 25.09.2022.

Constitution bench to rule on death
penalty: Supreme Court
A bench, led by Chief Justice UU Lalit, held that it is imperative for the
top court to come up with an authoritative decision on various aspects of
sentencing in cases where the death penalty is a choice of punishment.
Utkarsh Anand
The Supreme Court on Monday called upon
a constitution bench to lay down guidelines on
how to provide a “real and meaningful” hearing
to a convict before reaching a conclusion that
hanging remained the only suitable punishment.
The bench, led by Chief Justice of India
Uday Umesh Lalit, held that it is imperative
for the top court to come up with an
authoritative decision on various aspects of
24

sentencing in cases where the death penalty
is a choice of punishment.
It noted the differences of opinion reflected
through some three-judge bench decisions on
the time required to be given to a convict for
bringing on record the mitigating circumstances
before the punishment is pronounced.
“This court is of the opinion that it is
necessary to have clarity in the matter to
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ensure a uniform approach on the question
of granting real and meaningful opportunity,
as opposed to a formal hearing, to the
accused/convict, on the issue of sentence,”
said the bench, which also comprised
justices S. Ravindra Bhat and Sudhanshu
Dhulia.
The court noted with regret that in all cases
where imposition of capital punishment is a
choice of sentence, aggravating circumstances
would always be on record, and would be part
of the prosecution’s evidence, leading to
conviction. “Whereas the accused can
scarcely be expected to place mitigating
circumstances on the record, for the reason
that the stage for doing so is after conviction.
This places the convict at a hopeless
disadvantage, tilting the scales heavily against
him,” it added.
Citing the landmark constitution bench
ruling in Bachan Singh (1980), the top court
pointed out that the verdict upheld the
constitutionality of the death sentence, on the
condition that it could be imposed in the “rarest
of rare” cases. At the same time, the 1980
ruling underlined the safeguard of a separate
hearing on the question of sentence to enable
a convict to urge why the extreme penalty of
death ought not to be imposed. “This aspect –
presence of ‘valuable safeguards’ – therefore,
was an important consideration to uphold the
validity of death sentence, in the rarest of rare
cases,” said the bench.
Subsequently, several three-judge bench
decisions emphasised that a separate hearing
on the question of sentence should be afforded
to the accused after recording conviction.
However, the court noted in its judgment on
Monday, that some other three-judge bench
decisions maintained that neither the same-day
sentencing nor an absence of opportunity at
the trial stage would constitute a violation of
the nature that must set aside the conviction
order. This line of judgment held that where
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real and effective hearing may not have been
given to a convict at the trial stage, the flaw
can be remedied by affording such opportunity
at an appellate or review stage.
“The common thread that runs through all
these decisions is the express acknowledgment
that meaningful, real and effective hearing must
be afforded to the accused, with the
opportunity to adduce material relevant for the
question of sentencing. What is conspicuously
absent is consideration and contemplation
about the ‘time’ this may require,” said the
bench.
Making a reference to a larger bench of
five judges, it added: “In light of the above,
there exists a clear conflict of opinions by two
sets of three judge bench decisions on the
subject...The question of what constitutes
‘sufficient time’ at the trial court stage, in this
manner appears not to have been addressed...
This, in the court’s considered opinion, requires
consideration and clarity.”
In March, the bench initiated proceedings
on its own motion (suo motu) for revamping
the manner in which death sentences are
handed down by the courts in the country,
observing that it is time to usher in more
objectivity in the criminal justice delivery
system. It also mulled making psychological
evaluation of the condemned prisoner
mandatory along with seeking a report on the
inmate’s conduct at the time of examining
whether gallows remain the only fitting
punishment.
In May, another bench led by CJI Lalit and
comprising Justice Bhat, issued a slew of
directives requiring the sentencing courts to
call for a mental health report of each criminal
and even assess their conduct in jail. This order
was passed while dealing with an appeal filed
by three death row convicts from Madhya
Pradesh.
Courtesy Hindustan Times, Sep 20,
2022.
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Freeing the caged parrot
Vineet Narain writes: CBI, ED must be reformed if they are not to
be used as instruments of intimidation, blackmail by governments
Vineet Narain
Despite several observations made by the
Supreme Court of India (SC) against the
inefficient functioning of the CBI nothing has
happened to improve the situation. The recent
investigative series in The Indian Express
indicates a continuing bias in the functioning
of the CBI and the ED.
It has been almost 30 years since I
petitioned the SC regarding the criminal
negligence of the CBI in a militancy and
corruption related matter. The case is
popularly known as the Jain Hawala case.
My expectation was that under the monitoring
of the apex court, the CBI, DRI and income
tax agencies would do their duty, ensure
proper investigations and take the case to its
logical conclusion. It was a difficult fight
against the 115 most powerful people in the
country, who had allegedly taken money in a
clandestine manner from the same source,
which was funding Hizbul Mujahideen in
J&K. Due to the initiative of the SC the
matter did progress to some extent but for
various reasons, could not reach its logical
conclusion.
In 2013, the SC once again made strong
observations against the functioning of the
CBI and referring to the “Vineet Narain”
judgment, said that nothing had improved
since 1997, when this judgment was delivered.
Encouraged by this remark, I again petitioned
the SC, reminding them that 22 names
mentioned in the Jain Diary had not been
decoded/deciphered by the CBI till that date.
Who knows whether these payees were
hardened militants, narcotic operators or antinational people? Doesn’t it prove that there
26

was criminal neglect on the part of the CBI?
Despite the hype around the Jain Hawala
case, the CBI acted in an irresponsible
manner. During the course of that case, I had
filed two affidavits on April 8, 1995 and
January 9, 1996, in which I had given the
numbers of the case files that were not
presented by the CBI to the apex court.
These files would have exposed the
chronology of the suppression of this case
and those in the CBI responsible for the said
suppression. The evidence regarding the
dilution of investigation and how the
beneficiaries mentioned in the diary were
spared is available but not a single delinquent
CBI official, responsible for the inaction from
June 1991 to March 1995, was even asked
to explain his conduct. Despite the intervention
of the SC, the CBI kept the investigation in
cold storage for more than 40 months and all
the accused persons were spared. However,
the “famous” judgment was pronounced in
1997, which gave hope to the nation that
things may change in the future.
Had the offenders been punished, the
misconduct may not have been repeated. In
the absence of any deterrence, the agency
continued to disregard the directions of the
SC with impunity.
In the same petition in 2013, I gave a series
of suggestions for the improvement of the
functioning of the CBI under the supervision
of the CVC. Those recommendations are still
relevant.
One, the CVC Act should be amended,
providing for a five/seven member Central
Vigilance Commission, which could broadly
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assume the role visualised for the Lokpal. The
selection process of the CVC members should
be more broad based to prevent favouritism
or from controversial persons being
appointed. Presently, three members are
drawn from the IAS, IPS and the Banking
services. It should include one retired judge
of the Supreme Court appointed by the CJI
in consultation with the next four senior most
judges. Since the legislative wing of our
democracy is crucial for matters of
governance, it would be worthwhile to include
one Member of Parliament, selected from
those who have been members of either
House for the longest duration. In addition,
two to three members should have
engineering expertise, to assess the scams
like the Commonwealth Games and one
person should have a chartered accountancy
background to examine financial scams. These
selections should be made as transparent as
possible.
Two, the CVC should constitute an advisory
committee of at least 11 members drawn from
criminologists and forensic science experts.
This will augment the professional input in its
functioning. Further, to reduce the burden on
the CVC, it should be given the power to go
to any expert or professional to assist it in
screening complaints.
Three, the jurisdiction of CVC, which
presently covers all employees of the central
government and the CPSUs, should remain
unchanged. There is already an administrative
arrangement to delegate the vigilance
administration over class II and lower
formations to the ministries/departments
concerned. However, if the lower formations
are involved with the class I officers in a
composite case, the CVC exercises a natural
jurisdiction over all of them. To make this
arrangement more effective, it would be
important that the CVC exercises complete
control over the selection, appointment and
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functioning of the CVOs.
Four, the CVC should have an adequately
experienced team to technically examine and
assess the gravity of a complaint, which can
then be assigned to the CBI for investigation
or can be investigated by this team. After
assessing a complaint by this broad-based
CVC, there should be no need to seek prior
permission from the government.
Five, in the cases assigned to it by the
CVC, the CBI should be made functionally
and financially independent of the controls of
any government ministry/department. The
professional supervision over the investigations
of the CBI should rest only with the CVC.
Six, the manner of the appointment of the
CBI Director should be broadbased as in the
case of the CVC members, whereas the
other inductions/appointments in the CBI
should be brought under the overarching
supervision of the CVC.
Seven, to achieve better synergy between
anti-corruption laws and grievance handling,
the laws relating to the whistleblowers and
grievance redressal should be placed within
the jurisdiction of the CVC.
Eight, effective administration of anticorruption laws at the grass roots is the key
to responsible governance. The state and their
anti-corruption agencies would, therefore,
need to be equally insulated from the state
government’s interference on similar lines.
It is for the nation to demand that the
country’s premier investigating agencies like
the CBI, income tax authorities and the ED
are not used as instruments of blackmail and
intimidation by the government of the day.
Rather they should work with complete
objectivity and in the interest of the nation.
The question is: Who will bell the cat?
The writer is a senior journalist and was
petitioner in the Jain Hawala case.
Courtesy The Indian Express,
September 23, 2022
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In defence of freebies: What the current
debate on ‘revdi culture’ tells us about our
perception of India’s voters
The debate on freebies shows an implicit distrust of voters, especially
poor voters. Leave it to voters to decide which promised policies are
in their interest and furthering the common good
Bastian Steuwer
The pathology of the Indian public debate
is how much it is biased towards the
privileged. Given the levels of poverty and
inequality in the country, one would hope for
debates on how to improve the lives of those
less fortunate in life. One could debate how
to expand social security systems, how to
invest in education and health, and how to
generate more revenue. Instead, public debate
focuses on so-called “freebies”. Instead of
talking about how to expand social security,
the debate focuses on the little support that is
given. After the Supreme Court referred a
petition challenging the announcement of
“freebies” to a three-judge bench, now the
Election Commission has proposed a change
in the Model Code of Conduct requiring an
explanation for how promises would be
financed.
The Supreme Court is ostensibly aware of
the need for social welfare programmes. Such
programmes further the Directive Principles
of State Policy under Part IV of the
Constitution. Article 36 of the Constitution
encourages the state to secure a just social
order. Article 39 says that the state shall make
efforts to reduce the concentration of wealth
and promote the common good. But even
without the Directive Principles, social welfare
for the poor is a basic demand of justice,
humanity, and compassion. In the hearings
before the Supreme Court, the Court was
searching for a distinction between social
28

welfare on the one side and “irrational
freebies” on the other side. Whichever way
we look at the issue no principled distinction
can be made.
Let us start with the distinction, espoused
by some progressives, that investment in
public goods is social welfare and that the
distribution of private consumption goods is a
freebie. This approach classifies intangible
entitlements for everyone, like public health
care and education, as social welfare. But on
this understanding, the Public Distribution
System (PDS) would fall on the freebie side.
People receive a consumption good (food)
rather than an intangible entitlement. No one
should seriously doubt the ability of the state
to tackle endemic hunger through the PDS.
Another way to distinguish is to distinguish
basic needs from luxury consumption goods.
Yet where does one draw the line? Both the
petition in the Supreme Court and Advocate
General Tushar Mehta spoke out against free
water and free electricity. But access to clean
water and electricity are clearly basic needs.
Even more contentious examples like free
scooters or phones can be interpreted as basic
since, after all, they serve needs of mobility
and communication. Furthermore, even goods
that serve non-basic needs can have highly
positive effects. If free scooters lead to higher
enrolment in higher education, then this can
be a desirable policy outcome.
What about cash distribution then? There
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is no good reason to distinguish between inkind distribution and cash distribution either.
At times, distributing cash can be more
efficient. Jean Drèze and Amartya Sen have
long argued that in the case of famines it is
easier to prevent famines by raising incomes
than by distributing food in-kind. Cash
transfers also have other advantages. For
some, cash transfers avoid paternalism and
give greater agency to recipients. Lastly, a
developed welfare state relies on cash
transfers in the form of unemployment
insurance and India already uses cash
transfers for old age pensions.
All of this leads to one conclusion. There
is no principled distinction between social
welfare and freebies. Of course, some
election promises are silly, inefficient, or a
waste of money. The real distinction is
between good policies and bad policies. But
this decision must be made on a case-by-case
basis. We already have a system in place for
this — elections. Voters have the authority to
decide which promised policies they find both
in their own interest and as furthering the
common good.
The debate on “freebies” shows an implicit
distrust of voters, especially poor voters as if
they could not be trusted to make responsible
decisions. Luckily, the days when people
thought Indians could not be trusted with
democracy are 75 years past us. The class
bias in the concern about announcements of
social welfare programmes is evident. No
court case is filed about announcements of
policies that benefit affluent classes. No
concern is raised about a government
promising tax reductions for the rich even as
they have the same fiscal implication.
If one believes a policy to be an “irrational
freebie”, then one should make a case for it
in democratic debate. But one should not seek
to limit the options for democratic contestation
by removing policy options from the table.
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The Election Commission’s proposal to
explain funding for campaign promises is not
helpful in this regard. For example, increasing
spending for the PDS not only costs money
but also has the potential to increase the
productivity of better-fed workers. This will
help generate revenue in turn. But no one can
accurately predict the actual costs and
benefits. Unreliable guesstimates do not serve
the purpose of fair elections.
A key argument against “freebies” pertains
to fiscal responsibility concerns. Budgets are,
after all, limited. But what is remarkable is
that the focus of the debate is entirely on
cutting budgetary expenditure on policies that
affect the poor. One can balance the budget
similarly by spending, or rather, wasting less
money on white elephant projects.
The other side of any budget is revenue
generation. Only a small fraction of Indians
pays any income tax. Part of the problem is
tax evasion. But it is also true that the vast
majority of households earn too little to pay
income tax. Income below Rs 5 lakh is entirely
exempted from any income tax. This threshold
is regularly increased. Increases are
paradoxically often hailed in the business
media as relief for the common man.
In fact, a recent report by the Economic
Advisory Council estimates that earning Rs
20,000 a month puts you in the top 10 per cent
of all income earners. All of this does not even
take into consideration that India has no wealth
tax or inheritance tax. If one is concerned about
balancing the budget, would it not make more
sense to start taxing the affluent instead of
focusing on welfare spending for those less
fortunate?
The author is a political philosopher
working at Ashoka University. Views are
personal and do not reflect those of Ashoka
University
Courtesy The Indian Express, 10
October 2022.
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Despite US Finding Proof of Bribery in Indian Railways,

Modi Government Has Taken No Action
India’s silence in the wake of the US SEC fining Oracle for paying nearly half a million
dollars in bribes to rail officials is a replay of the manner in which the Louis Berger bribery
scandal in Goa and Assam involving top politicians has been buried.
Meetu Jain
New Delhi: More than a week after the US
Securities and Exchange Commission accused
Oracle Corp. of paying $400,000 in bribes to
unidentified officials working for a public sector
company owned by the Indian rail ministry,
neither the Narendra Modi government nor its
normally hyper-active investigative agencies are
willing to say publicly what they intend to do about
the matter.
The money was paid between 2016 and 2019.
Though the SEC, which uncovered the bribery,
fined Oracle millions of dollars for their crime,
the offence by both the bribe giver and recipient
is not compoundable in Indian law. Yet, the
railway ministry spokesperson, when asked by
The Wire if the CBI is going to be sounded out
for a probe, simply said they had no comments
to offer. Senior Rail Bhavan officials also refused
to speak about the subject and the Enforcement
Directorate chose not to respond to queries.
Since the allegations pertain to the period
when commerce minister Piyush Goel held the
railways portfolio, The Wire also reached out to
his office, only to be directed to the railways’
spokesperson.
Reprise of Louis Berger scandal?
The apparent unwillingness to investigate a
case where bribery has been proved mirrors the
reluctance – on display over the past several
years – to probe top politicians in Goa and Assam
for the role they are alleged to have played in the
Louis Berger bribery scandal.
In 2015, the US construction and consultancy
firm, Louis Berger International, admitted paying
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nearly a million dollars as bribes – including an
unspecified sum to an unidentified minister – in
connection with a public sector water project in
Goa in August 2010. Bribes were also paid to
people in the Assam government. Both states
were ruled by the Congress at the time. While
the Goa minister was never identified, the water
ministry during the period in question was run by
Filipe Rodrigues, who is now in the Bharatiya
Janata Party. Himanta Biswa Sarma, who ran
the Gauhati Development Department in the
Congress-run Assam government when it
appointed Louis Berger International as
consultants, is now the BJP’s chief minister in
the state.
‘Slush fund’ to bribe rail officials
Oracle Corporation, the software giant
registered in Texas, US, admitted to having
created a “slush fund” which was used in 2019
to bribe officials of a “transportation company, a
majority of which was owned by the Indian
Ministry of Railways”. Following an investigation
by the Securities and Exchange Commission –
the US equivalent of SEBI, India’s stock market
watchdog – the company agreed to pay a penalty
of $23 million for violating the Foreign Corrupt
Practices Act in countries such as the UAE, India
and Turkey. The SEC did not identify the
‘transportation company’ whose officials were
bribed.
According to the SEC, Oracle used its India
arm, Oracle India Private Limited registered in
New Delhi, to devise a clever method of bribing
officials. An approval was taken from the parent
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company for giving a 70% discount on the product
to the transportation company while the latter was
billed in full. The difference was the slush fund
thus created and used to bribe officials.
The SEC order says, “In January 2019, the
sales employees working on the deal, citing
intense competition from other original equipment
manufacturers, claimed the deal would be lost
without a 70% discount on the software
component of the deal.”
The SEC concluded this rationale was
dishonest since the company concerned
committed to purchasing Oracle products in its
tender documents. “In fact, the Indian state
owned enterprise’s publicly available
procurement website indicated that Oracle India
faced no competition because it had mandated
the use of Oracle products for the project. One
of the sales employees involved in the transaction
maintained a spreadsheet that indicated $67,000
was the “buffer” available to potentially make
payments to a specific Indian SOE official. A
total of approximately $330,000 was funneled to
an entity with a reputation for paying SOE
officials and another $62,000 was paid to an entity
controlled by the sales employees responsible for
the transaction”.
The Wire searched the tender documents of
various railway PSUs and found several floated
by the Container Corporation or Concor, in which
Oracle was a requirement.
Oracle a repeat offender, India has yet
to take action
The Wire approached the SEC for more details
but a commission spokesperson said, “The SEC
does not comment beyond public filings.” But
Indian diplomats say the SEC would be bound to
cooperate with Indian law enforcement if a
criminal investigation is pursued here.
Oracle spokesperson Michael Egbert, told
The Wire, “The conduct outlined by the SEC is
contrary to our core values and clear policies,
and if we identify such behavior, we will take
appropriate action.”
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The SEC order further says, “Due to the size
of the discount, Oracle required an employee
based in France to approve the request. The
Oracle designee provided approval for the
discount without requiring the sales employee to
provide further documentary support for the
request.”
Oracle is a repeat offender and has got away
using the penalty provision in the FCPA. Oracle’s
Indian arm was penalised in 2012 as well. SEC
says, “Oracle resolved charges relating to the
creation of millions of dollars of side funds by
Oracle India, which created the risk that those
funds could be used for illicit purposes. On August
16, 2012, Oracle agreed to pay a $2 million penalty
to settle the SEC’s allegations that Oracle violated
the books and records and internal accounting
controls provisions of the FCPA by failing to
prevent Oracle India Private Limited (“Oracle
India”) from keeping unauthorized side funds at
distributors from 2005 to 2007. “The creation of
off-book slush funds inherently gives rise to the
risk those funds will be used improperly, which is
exactly what happened here at Oracle’s Turkey,
UAE, and India subsidiaries,” said Charles Cain,
the SEC’s FCPA Unit Chief. “This matter
highlights the critical need for effective internal
accounting controls throughout the entirety of a
company’s operations.”
In 2012, “According to the SEC’s complaint
filed in U.S. District Court of California, the
misconduct at Oracle’s India subsidiary – Oracle
India Private Limited – occurred from 2005 to
2007. Oracle India sold software licenses and
services to India’s government through local
distributors, and then had the distributors “park”
excess funds from the sales outside Oracle
India’s books and records.
For example, according to the SEC’s
complaint, Oracle India secured a $3.9 million
deal with India’s Ministry of Information
Technology and Communications in May 2006.
As instructed by Oracle India’s then-sales
director, only $2.1 million was sent to Oracle to
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record as revenue on the transaction, and the
distributor kept $151,000 for services rendered.
Certain other Oracle India employees further
instructed the distributor to park the remaining
$1.7 million for “marketing development
purposes.” Two months later, one of those same
Oracle India employees created and provided to
the distributor eight invoices for payments to
purported third-party vendors ranging from
$110,000 to $396,000. In fact, none of these
storefront-only third parties provided any services
or were included on Oracle’s approved vendor
list. The third-party payments created the risk
that the funds could be used for illicit purposes
such as bribery or embezzlement.
“Without admitting or denying the SEC’s
findings, Oracle agreed to cease and desist from
committing violations of the anti-bribery, books
and records, and internal accounting controls
provisions of the FCPA and to pay
approximately $8 million in disgorgement and a

$15 million penalty.”
Oracle Corporation while filing its annual
financial statement for 2019 said, “We are under
audit by the IRS and various other domestic and
foreign tax authorities with regards to income tax
and indirect tax matters and are involved in
various challenges and litigation in a number of
countries, including, in particular, Australia, Brazil,
Canada, India, Indonesia, South Korea, Mexico,
Pakistan and Spain, where the amounts under
controversy are significant.”
According to the regulator, Oracle’s Turkey
and UAE units also used slush funds to pay for
foreign officials to attend technology conferences
in violation of Oracle policies.
Employees of the Turkey unit also used the
funds to pay for the officials’ spouses and
children to accompany them, or take side trips
to Los Angeles and Napa Valley, California, the
SEC said.
Courtesy The Wire, 7 October 2022.

What can Unite India: ‘Hindu
Spiritualism or ‘Unity in Diversity’?
Ram Puniyani
Sudheendra Kulkarni, ex-aide of former
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee, in his
piece (‘Reach out for Bharat Jodo’, IE,
September 12,) while welcoming the Yatra, is
critical of the yatra for it not being based on
Hindu Spiritualism. As per him Hindu
Spiritualism is the basis of India’s unity. He
also commends RSS for popularizing the same.
He harps that Swami Vivekanand’s main
understanding for ‘Bharat Jodo’ was
spiritualism, and its mainstay was Hinduism.
Kulkarni forgets that the mainstay of
Vivekanand’s India was, ‘India has Islamic
body and Vedantic Mind’. That mother India
is based on ‘diversity of religions’ was inherent
in his formulation. Vivekanand’s central
passion of ending of the caste system and
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eradication of poverty (His concept
of Daridranayan) is missing from Kulkarni’s
narrative.
Kulkarni is totally off the mark when he
says that RSS pracharaks and Swayamsevaks
have done enormous work to honour and
popularize the cultural and spiritual sources of
India’s unity and renaissance than Congress
leaders. We need to introspect what is the
cultural and spiritual sources of India. RSS has
been harping on Islam and Christianity being
foreign religions. This is in contrast to what
Gandhi, the tallest embodiment of Indian
spiritualism, had to say. Gandhi’s understanding
of foundations of India’s heritage and culture
are outlined in this quote, “In India, for whose
fashioning I have worked all my life, every man
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enjoys equality of status, whatever his religion
is. The state is bound to be wholly secular”,
and, “religion is not the test of nationality but is
a personal matter between man and God”, and,”
religion is a personal affair of each individual, it
must not be mixed up with politics or national
affairs” (Harijan August 31, 1947), and “Apart
from Christianity and Judaism, Hinduism and
its offshoots, Islam and Zoroastrianism are living
faiths” (of India) (Gandhi’s collected works,
Volume XLVI p. 27-28.
The RSS vision of India is totally
exclusionary at all the levels in contrast to the
visions of Vivekananda and Gandhi, the
narratives which majority of Indians uphold. As
far as Indian renaissance was concerned it ran
parallel to freedom movement and beginning
from Jotirao Phule, Savitribai Phule to
Ambedkar, social reform process was ushered
in. Gandhi’s Yatras from 1933 against
untrouchability were the major component of
this process of Indian renaissance. During this
crucial period of Indian renaissance; RSS and
its workers were singing praises of the ‘golden
past’ when Manusmriti was the law, and
precisely for this reason they opposed the Indian
constitution for long time.
One concedes Kulkarni’s point that Congress
has committed many mistakes in following the
path of Indian Constitution and secular values
which emerged during freedom movement. Still
to say that it ignored the interests of Hindus is
travesty of truth. Industrialization, irrigation,
promotion of education-research institutions
were the core on which people of all
communities, Hindus included, progressed.
What Kulkarni seems to be hinting with ‘ignoring
interests of Hindus’ is probably related to
Congress not taking up the issue of Ram temple
or Holy cow or Love jihad, which are presented
as central concerns of Hindus by the RSS and
its fellow travellers. It is these issues which are
fracturing the ‘fraternity’ which was so
painstakingly built by freedom movement.
November 2022

Our Constitution, the representative
document drafted by people of all religions was
the best expression of secular policies which
developed here. It did not single out the
spiritualism of religion x or y to be the basis of
India’s secularism.
Kulkarni accuses Congress for not opposing
the anti-secular, supremacist and separatist
interpretation of Islam by Muslims for vote bank
politics. He is being one sided here. As a section
of Muslims presented separatist version of Islam
so did Hindu Mahasabha-RSS also presented
the separatist version of Hinduism. Muslim
league did present a separatist version of IslamPakistan similarly Hindu Mahasabha-RSS also
presented separatist version of Hinduism as
Hindu Nation, Hindu Rashtra.
We need to recognize that the separatist
version of Islam, Muslim League was not
supported by majority of Muslims, as separatist
version of Hinduism was not accepted by
majority of Hindus. It will be worth its while for
the likes of Kulkarni to go through the work of
Allah Baksh Sumro’s ‘All India Azad Muslim
Conference’ and ‘All India Momin Conference’,
who opposed the demand for partition and
Pakistan. These sections actually represented
the majority of Muslims. National movement
also was supported by majority of Hindus, who
did not support the concept of Hindu nation.
Within Congress itself the stalwarts like
Maulana Azad, Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan and
horde of tall Muslim leaders stood to oppose
the politics of Muslim League and demand of
partition. Incidentally the role of ‘British policy
of divide and rule’ in ‘Bharat Todo’ (Partition
of India) operation was the central factor in
the painful partition of the country. Gandhi and
Maulana Azad stood tall to oppose the Hindu
separatism (we are a Hindu nation) of Hindu
Mahasabha, RSS and, Muslim separatism of
Muslim league.
Kulkarni is on the dot when he says that
we face a threat from ‘one man autocratic
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rule’. He needs to be reminded that whenever
the sectarian nationalism, the one being
promoted by RSS; takes over, autocracy
follows.
As far as reforms among Muslims are
concerned; again Kulkarni has a point. As
Hindus should be taking to Hindu Code Bill in
its original form, the other communities also
should follow. In situations where minorities
are the major victims of violence and are being
discriminated against, reform becomes
difficult. Anyway we need to think as to how
to promote reforms among Muslims in the

backdrop of the cases where the rapists and
murderers of Muslims (Bilkis Bano) are
garlanded and treated with sweets!
Just mouthing Hindu spiritualism, Kulkarni’s
key to Indian Secularism, will not promote
fraternity. In contrast the ‘Unity in diversity’,
the foundation of Indian freedom movement
so beautifully put by Nehru, ‘Ganga Jamuna
Tahjeeb’ (culture) is what will unite us, the
teachings of likes of Kabir and Nizamuddin
Auliya will bind us solidly and the likes of
Gandhi and Maulana Azad need to be guiding
our attempts for Bharat Jodo!

RSS took a contract from BJP for bombings across India, says
whistleblower Yashwant Shinde at Congressional Briefing

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Washington, DC (September 8, 2022) –
Former Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
leader and whistleblower Yashwant Shinde has
claimed that India’s ruling Hindu supremacist
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) had collaborated
with the RSS to carry out terror attacks across
India for political and electoral gain in the
2000s.Speaking during an exclusive
Congressional Briefing co-organized by a coalition
of human rights organizations, including the
Indian American Muslim Council (IAMC),
on Wednesday, Shinde also said India’s
investigative agencies only ever arrested foot
soldiers but never the mastermind from among
the RSS leadership who were the brain behind
the expansive plot to carry out the terror
34

bombings.A member of the paramilitary Hindu
supremacist group for 25 years, Shinde said that
in 2003, a year before India’s federal elections
of 2004, a Hindu extremist named Milind Parande
had emerged as the key RSS official to lead the
plan for the bombings. ”Parande had taken a
contract from the BJP to carry out the bombings.
He was keen to involve me in this planning to
carry out bombings across India as I have deep
connections and networks across the country.
Photo: Caravan
Had I agreed, there would have been hundreds
of bombings across India.”
“If I had wanted, I could have involved many
organizations such as in Assam and Pramod
Muthallik’s Shri Ram Sena in Karnataka. I could
have used my connections with them and there
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could have been a lot of bombings across India,”
Shinde said. Despite Shinde’s lack of
involvement, bombings were still carried out in
Jalna and Parbhani [districts] by a man named
Himanshu Panse, a member of the Hindu
extremist group Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP),
which is allied with the RSS. Bombings were
also planned in Maharashtra’s Aurangabad city,
but Panse died while assembling bombs in
Maharashtra’s Nanend city before the attacks
could be carried out. ”I met Panse several times
and I tried explaining to him not to get into this
plan because this was a conspiracy to bring
electoral reward to the BJP,” Shinde said. Shinde
also reported that he participated in a bombmaking workshop organized by the RSS in the
city of Pune in Maharashtra state. He revealed
that this workshop was hosted by Rakesh
Dhawde, who was later a key accused in a
bombing that occurred in the city of Malaegon in
2008. Dhawde was acquitted in that case. ”For
about three-to-four days we were at the bombmaking workshop. Every day, Rakesh Dhawde
would bring a man named Mithun Chakraborty
on his motorcycle. It was this man who trained
us in making bombs at the workshop,” said
Shinde. Shinde revealed that Chakraborty’s real
name was Ravi Dev, who at the time was the
coordinator of the Bajrang Dal, another violent
Hindu supremacist group and an offshoot of the
RSS.Other workshops to train people in bombmaking were “held across the country.” As a
result, Shinde said, there were bomb blasts in
Telangana state’s Hyderabad city, in
Maharashtra’s Malegaon city, and on a train
named “Samjhauta Express” that ran between
India and Pakistan in that period.”People like
Sadhvi Pragya, [a current parliamentarian in
Bhopal state] from the BJP, and Rakesh Dhawde
were all involved in these bombings,” Shinde

said. ”The masterminds of these bombings were
Milind Parande and others from the RSS and
BJP. But the investigative agencies never
arrested them; they only arrested the foot
soldiers. Had they arrested the masterminds and
the big officials of the RSS and VHP who were
coordinating and leading these bombings, the truth
would have come out.” While the involved Hindu
supremacists were often arrested during the
tenure of former Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh from 2004-2014, “after 2014 [when
Narendra Modi became Prime Minister], these
people came back and got back to the same task
of bomb-making.”Shinde attributed the BJP’s
involvement in the bombings as part of their
political weakness from 2003 to 2006.Shinde also
said the RSS and other Hindu supremacist
organizations have actually grown weaker while
the BJP had grown stronger since Modi became
prime minister.”They [the RSS] have become
slaves of whatever the BJP demands from them.
Whenever it’s election time, [all these
organizations] work for the BJP, campaign for
the BJP, raise funds for the BJP. But otherwise,
the existence of these organizations as
independent organizations has almost ceased to
exist,” he said. The briefing was co-hosted by
Genocide Watch, World Without Genocide, Indian
American Muslim Council, Hindus for Human
Rights, International Christian Concern, Jubilee
Campaign, 21Wilberforce, Dalit Solidarity
Forum, New York State Council of Churches,
Federation of Indian American Christian
Organizations of North America, India Civil
Watch International, International Commission for
Dalit Rights, Center for Pluralism, American
Muslim Institution, Students Against Hindutva
Ideology, International Society for Peace and
Justice, The Humanism Project and Association
of Indian Muslims of America.

Indian American Muslim Council is the largest advocacy organization of Indian
Muslims in the United States with chapters across the nation. For more
information, please visit our website at: www.iamc.com
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Teesta Setalvad Case: Facts,
Sometimes, Are As Strange As Fiction
Let us hope that in the case of Teesta Setalvad, the Supreme Court would restore our faith in
the sanctity of facts and declare that two and two are four and not five.
Angshuman Kar
Eighteen days after Teesta Setalvad had been
given interim bail on September 2 2022 by the
Supreme Court, a charge sheet was filed by a
Special Investigation Team (SIT) against
Setalvad, retired Director General of Police R B
Sreekumar, and former IPS officer Sanjiv Bhatt
in connection with the Godhara riots of 2002 in a
court in Ahmadabad, accusing them of fabricating
facts and attempting murder of Narendra Modi,
the then Chief Minister of Gujarat.
Citing relevant verdicts of the High Court and
Supreme Court and different petitions filed by
Zakia Jafri in several courts, the charge sheet,
according to a reputed daily, “has booked the
three accused under sections 468 (forgery for
purpose of cheating), 194 (submitting or
fabricating false evidence with the intention of
procuring conviction for capital offence), 211 (to
institute criminal proceeding against a person or
falsely charge him with committing an offence
while knowing there is no just ground for such
proceeding), 218 (public servant framing
incorrect record or writing with intent to save
person from punishment) and 120 (B) (criminal
conspiracy) of the Indian Penal Code.”
The charge sheet also claims that the riotvictims were forced by Setalvad to sign affidavits
which were fabricated and because of the use
of English, the language in which the declarations
were drafted, was beyond the understanding of
the witnesses of the riots. If the charges brought
against the three, especially against Setalvad, are
proven true, the civil society movement,
movement for justice and the fight against
communalism in India will receive a huge jolt.
But the charge sheet itself smacks of malintent.
One cannot forget that while issuing the
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interim bail to Setalvad, the apex court made
some important observations. On September 1
2022, the Supreme Court observed that the details
of the case filed against Setalvad are sketchy.
Two of the observations are indeed noteworthy.
The SC categorically mentioned that though the
accused was in custody for more than two months,
no charge sheet was filed against her and that the
FIR was also registered just after the Supreme
Court dismissed Zakia Jafri’s plea against the
closure report of the SIT that gave the present
Prime Minister clean chit against a petition filed
by Zafri seeking criminal trial of Modi and 62 other
politicians and government officials on the ground
of their involvement in Godhara riots.
The submission of the charge sheet in a hurry
after Setalvad had been given bail would definitely
raise many eyebrows. The timing of the FIR
similarly makes the intention of the investigating
body suspect. It is, of course, up to the apex court
to decide on the merit of the charge sheet and
one must have faith in the judiciary which has
played a significant role in saving democracy and
protecting human rights and dignity in postIndependent India.
However, one needs to point out that it is not
the first time that allegations have been brought
against Teesta Setalvad. In November 2004, she
faced a similar kind of accusation. It was alleged
that she had pressurized Zaheera Sheikh, the key
witness in the Best Bakery case, to make false
statements before the court that resulted in the
transfer of the case outside Gujarat. In 2005, the
Supreme Court gave Setalvad a clean chit in this
case and booked Zaheera for perjury and put
her behind bars for one year.
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Denying dissent, democratic space in Gujarat:
‘sad narrative of eroding ethical values’
Sandeep Pandey*

A padyatra (foot march) was to be taken
out between 26 September and 4 October, 2022
from Randhikpur village in Dahod district of
Gujarat to Ahmedabad to apologise to Bilkis
Bano. Randhikpur is Bilkis Bano’s village. In
2002 Gujarat communal violence she was gang
raped, her 3 years old daughter, another child in
womb and a total of 14 family members were
killed. 11 people were convicted and sentenced
for life in 2008.
However, on 15 August, 2022 after Prime
Minister Narendra Modi made a speech from
Red Fort appealing to people to change their
attitude towards women and treat them with
respect, a district level committee of Panchmahal
decided to release the 11 rapists and murderers.
A Bhartiya Janata Party leader described four
of these criminals as virtuous Brahmins.
Before the padyatra could begin from
Randhikpur, on 25 September night, 7 activists
were picked up from Godhra corporator Hanif
Kalandar’s house where they had gone for
dinner. The detainee included Tanushree
Gangopadhyay, D Gopalakrishna, Nitesh
Gangaramani, Kausharli Saiyed, Noorjahan
November 2022

Dewan, Hanif Kalandar
and myself.
A crowd had gathered
outside Hanif’s house as
the police were taking
away the detainees in their
vehicles. Crowd became
more restless as Hanif and
Noorjahan
were
continuously raising
slogans demanding justice
for Bilkis Bano. It followed
the vehicles to police
station. The only wise
decision of police that night was to let Hanif
and two ladies go back to his house otherwise
the volatile situation could have become worse.
Rest of the detainees and another Dalit
activist Advocate Narendra Parmar was picked
up from outside his house were taken to
Kankanpur police station, 15 kms outside
Godhra. The detainees were kept for the night
at police station.
I started a fast as penance for what was
done to Bilkis. If the convicts and the
government don’t feel any remorse for the
incident and try to justify the release, then as a
society we need to be worried. Essentially we
are asking the victims to live with their
tormentors.
The victim has to fear for her life whereas
the rapists and murderers are garlanded and
offered sweet upon release from jail. The
erosion of values and upturning of ethical
standards must be arrested otherwise we are
headed towards a jungle raj. It is hoped that the
society will think what kind of people we are
electing to govern ourselves.
At about 3 pm the police decided to release
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Gujarat, but the intelligence personnel did not
the detainees on the condition that they would
allow that without a permission of district
not go to Godhra but would begin their padyatra
authorities.
from the borders of District Panchmahal and
It is a commentary on the democratic space
Kheda.
for dissent in Gujarat that not a single
No soon had the padyatris crossed the
demonstration was going on at Satyagrah
Mahisagar river which borders the two districts,
Chhavni when we visited it. I then decided to
the police of Sewaliya police station were
carry on with my fast at a friend’s place.
waiting to the greet the padyatris. Another night
The penance fast continued till 2 October
was spent in the police station.
Tanushree Gangopadhyay,
and was broken on its sixth day
at Kochrab Ashram of
D. Gopalakrishna, Nitesh
Mahatma Gandhi by the hands
Gangaramani, Kausharli Saiyed,
of two women who were
Rajeshwar Brahmbhatt, Pravin
detained by police on 25
Patel, Haresh Raval, Rajeev
September, Tanushree and
Singh Kushwaha, Krishnendu
Noorjahan.
Chaterjee and myself were
However, the struggle for
detained. The police was very
dignity of women will continue.
vigilant and was keeping close
The women can feel safe in
watch on all our movements
only two conditions. One in
including visits to toilets.
which the men, who dominate
Tanushree was told that she
the society, become sensitive to
would be taken to her home in
women and second, women
Ahmedabad as she could not be
themselves
become
kept at the police station but she
empowered and prevent men
was taken to a local hotel and
from exploiting them.
had to spend the night guarded
Sandeep Pandey
Although both processes are
by 3 women police personnel.
going on but they are very slow. Large numbers
On 27 September morning she was brought to
of women continue to be under patriarchal rule
the police station and later all the 10 detainees
and have to suffer daily violence, at home as
were driven to Ahmedabad’s Odhav police
well as outside.
station and released from there.
It is said that among all the struggles against
Thus a 180 km, 9 days padyatra was
inequalities of different varieties the gender
completed in a couple of kms and the remaining
distance in police vehicles in 2 days.
inequality will be the most difficult to overcome.
That is why probably the famous socialist thinker
I had broken my fast when we were allowed
and politician Dr Ram Manohar Lohia in his
to walk from inside the Panchmahal district but
enunciation of seven revolutions necessary for
started it again on the morning on 27 September
from Sewaliya police station when it became
society kept gender equality at the top.
——————————————————
clear that we were not going to be allowed to
*Magsaysay award winning academic
walk.
and social activist, general secretary of
In Ahmedabad the police denied permission
Socialist Party (India)
for the fast to be carried on at a public place. I
Courtesy Counterview, October 05,
tried to sit at Satyagrah Chhavni, the designated
2022
protest area in Gandhinagar, the capital of
38
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Why absurd pakodanomics wins over
Rahul’s compassionate politics – for now
Zoya Hasan
The Congress is no stranger to crises, but two
of its worst defeats have raised concerns for its
very survival, yet no leader has faced them head
on. This lack of urgency is conspicuous in the
post-election conduct of its central leadership,
which has failed to draw up a roadmap for
revival. After its loss in 2014, the Congress set
up a committee chaired by former defence
minister AK Antony, but did nothing with its
report. After 2019, the party didn’t even bother
to go through the motions.
The Congress has faced three major
challenges in a political conjuncture defined by
‘the great moving Right show’, to borrow a
phrase from cultural theorist Stuart Hall… As a
party of consensus, the Congress had always
come to power on a centrist platform reflecting
its varied social base including, most notably,
support from the lower sections. Centrism and
consensual politics, which explained its early
success, do not seem to work in a deeply divided
polity. This occurred when cleavages based on
caste (post-Mandal) and religion (related to
Ayodhya) exacerbated… The Congress garnered
12 crore votes (BJP got 22 crore) and 20% of
the vote share in the 2019 parliamentary elections
and, therefore, cannot be underestimated, but its
social base has shrunk and it lacks a core vote in
key states.
Support for centrist parties has dwindled if
not collapsed in many countries as they grappled
with right-wing populism and nationalism. In India,
the decline of the centre-left parties ¯ the CPI(M)
and CPI, and state-based parties such as the
RJD, SP and BSP ¯ is a conspicuous feature of
the contemporary political landscape.
This is closely linked to the move of the centre
November 2022

of gravity to the right in the wake of the national
community being redrawn on the basis of religious
identity and communal polarisation. Caste does
matter but religion and the politics surrounding it
matters as much, if not more.
In the 2014 elections Modi’s victory was made
possible by his slogan of ‘vikas’. He didn’t spell
out how development would be achieved, only
that it had suffered because of the Manmohan
Singh government’s policy paralysis.
Development received short shrift between 2014
and 2019. The aspirations of the middle and lower
middle classes were not addressed, the BJP’s
manifesto promise of 2 crore jobs did not
materialise, but that didn’t matter. The frying
pakoras solution for joblessness was the butt of
jokes but this was forgotten in 2019. Even when
he had actually done nothing, Modi still got the
vote because he was seen as the only person
capable of doing something.
The success of the BJP derives from its
ability to redirect public discourse. The
discourse they displaced had occupied centre
stage of post-Independence politics and
revolved around material life. The new
discourse moved from material deprivation to
issues that divide people through
a systematic inculcation of false narratives.
Modi was able to mould large sections of the
majority community to think that they are victims
deprived of their right. To achieve this, they must
embrace Hindu identity. This idea has caught
the imagination and offers the satisfaction that
Muslims have been put in their place. In this
view, the Congress provided Muslims an
undeserved position of privilege, the silent
majority supposedly suffering in consequence.
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Two back-to-back defeats raised questions
about the ability of the Congress, and the NehruGandhis in particular, to win elections. This
emboldened their critics to demand that the family
relinquish control, exactly a century after Rahul
Gandhi’s great-great-grandfather, Motilal Nehru,
assumed presidency of the party in 1919. Rahul’s
defeat in Amethi in 2019 underscored the
dwindling relevance of India’s most famous
political dynasty, alongside the decline of its
pluralistic vision of India. This has however not
diluted their relevance to the Congress. But the
Congress is caught in a political bind: the prospect
of the party falling apart without the Gandhis at
the helm, holding together a loosely organised
party, and the bleak chances to prosper with a
Gandhi at the helm, an easy target.
Shocked by the electoral debacle, Rahul
Gandhi resigned as party president in May 2019.
It plunged the Congress into an even deeper crisis
as the party was unable to agree to a non-Gandhi
as his successor. This is partly because the
challenge isn’t just about his ineffectual leadership
or electoral strategy but something more
profound. Essentially, accommodative politics,
which held together a social coalition and fractious
nation, is not capable of galvanising the
imagination of new India. The Gujarat model of
individual leadership, Hindu pride, a shift in popular

attention to aggressive nationalist appeals
regardless of reality or facts, and a complete
rejection of the democratic past and
superimposition of perception over performance
appears to hold voters in thrall. Changes
unleashed by liberalisation, globalisation and the
information-communication revolution initiated by
the Congress have undercut its political ethos and
ideological architecture.
Following Rahul Gandhi’s resignation the party
witnessed discontent and disintegration in several
states. Several prominent leaders resigned and
joined the BJP. It remained leaderless for months
and did not have a full-time president for nearly
two years… It is clear that (for now) Rahul
Gandhi, notwithstanding his humane,
compassionate and progressive politics, doesn’t
evoke the faith and trust of India’s electorate,
when pitted against Narendra Modi’s ‘Hindutva
plus neoliberal economics (development)’ pitch
in increasingly presidential-style elections.
Therefore his return to the top leadership position
would not have helped the party’s electoral
prospects; nonetheless, the decision on leadership
should not have been postponed ad infinitum.
(Extracted with permission from Ideology
and Organization in Indian Politics, OUP.
Zoya Hasan is Professor Emerita, Centre for
Political Studies, JNU)

The unique humanist
school started and
continued 1970
onwords in Mandapet,
Rajahmundry, Andhra
Pradesh
Siddarth and Vijaya are well-known humanists and its founder Presidents
Their wedding was performed by Justice Avula Sambasivarao, supported by
humanists Malladi Ramamurthy and N.V. Brahmam.
It started in Mandapeta, Godavari, Andhra Pradesh and continues even now.
Courtesy: Dr. Narisetti Innaiah
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Why Marxism will always lead to Dictatorship
We react to the word ‘dictatorship’ with
disgust and horror. It is inextricably associated
with the rule of an all powerful individual or a
coterie, repression, terror, violence, insecurity and
above all, absence of any freedom. Marxists in
this respect suffer from an incurable dichotomy
which they cannot escape so long as they remain
Marxists. As revolutionaries they dream of a
better world free from exploitation, poverty and
even repressive state. When they work in a
liberal democracy or under an authoritarian
regime, they rightly oppose inequalities,
authoritarian tendencies, encroachment on
freedom and the power that big money wields
over decision making at every level. However,
the phrase ‘Dictatorship of the Proletariat’ evokes
quite an opposite response in them. It is presented
as a necessary evil in our journey towards a just
society- the classless society of the future. It is
supposed to be a superior form of democracy
when the working class will wield power over
the beneficiaries and defenders of capitalism. It
is argued with great emotive force that such an
arrangement is necessary to overcome their
stubborn opposition aided by global capitalism.
So they find nothing wrong with the Bolshevik
coup or the establishment of a totalitarian state
by Lenin. They don’t even mind the absence of
civil rights, total elimination of the opposition, state
terror and even genocide if only they are done to
strengthen socialism and pave the way for
communism. The justification of dictatorship will
inevitably lead to the glorification of the dictators
- Stalin, Mao, Kim Il Sung or Pol Pot. This is
rather odd and even bizarre but communists think
nothing of it.
When such ruthless exercise of power does
not take the people to the promised land, doubts
arise. One common practice among Marxists is
to put the blame on Stalin which, in any case is
an un-Marxist approach as it gives too much
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agency to any individual. Stalin was a product of
Bolshevik one party rule with its contempt for
parliamentary democracy and civil rights. Russia
under Lenin was no less oppressive and certainly
more people died in civil war and famine in the
years following the revolution than during the
Great Terror. The first totalitarian state which
gave all power to the party also served as a model
for the fascists who found it useful to fight the
communist challenge. If there was no Bolshevik
Revolution, probably there would be no fascism.
Yet this is not accidental. Marx who persuaded
himself that he had discovered the laws of social
development, was convinced that the transition
to classless society was to be brought about by
the dictatorship of the proletariat for an indefinite
historical period. In a letter to Wedemeyer (March
5 ,1852) Marx proudly claimed his greatest
discovery was not the class struggle but the fact
that it inevitably leads to the dictatorship of the
proletariat and which ‘constitutes the transition
to the abolition of classes and to a classless
society’. Given Marx’s analysis of capitalism and
objective, dictatorship becomes inevitable. His
objective was not to ensure the working class
voting rights and better wages but the ‘abolition
of wage slavery’ and withering away of the state.
Now these are preposterously Utopian projects
based on premises that are wrong and inadequate
empirical evidence. That will explain why all
Marxist governments have so far invariably been
dictatorships and none of them has matured into
social democracy. Marxism also engenders an
authoritarian mindset that survives the demise of
communist regimes. These regimes collapse of
their own and are replaced with worst kind of
predatory mafia capitalism, social regression and
authoritarianism. Putin cannot stay in power
without assuming some kind of authoritarian
policies and backing of the crony capitalists.
This unsolved question has lead to much
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sophistry and suppression of facts. When Kavita
Krishnan, who recently left the CPIML, writes
‘so we agree the term social democracy conveys
what Marx meant better than the dictatorship of
the proletariat which he used polemically,’ she is
certainly distorting facts, deceiving herself and
misleading her followers. For Marx it was not a
trope to clinch his argument ‘what is called
capitalist democracy is the dictatorship of
bourgeoisie’. If the liberal democracy is really a
disguised dictatorship then it can only be
overthrown by a proletarian dictatorship with a
wider base. Yet Ms Krishnan would oppose such
a suggestion when it comes from her own party.
Marx had little faith in democracy that was taking
shape before his eyes and he was dismissive
about civil rights. There is a Bengali proverb -

the pan does not know the taste of the cake.
Though Marx was living in London where liberal
democracy was being baked through successive
reforms and debates, he was sentimentally
looking back to the authoritarian tradition to bring
about a political community where both the
market and state would disappear. As, for good
or worse, we have to live with the state and
market, Marx’s revolutionary project is less than
useless for us. Its ‘scientific’ pretensions now
stand exposed and all we can say it is a road to
dictatorship, mental slavery and social disaster.
It is time that dedicated social activists should
face the truth unflinchingly and try to find a new
way to build a humane, sustainable and sane
society.
(Taken from a Facebook post)

Teesta Setalvad Case: Facts...

Contd. from page - (36)

A Tehelka undercover investigation later claimed that Zaheera was actually bribed for altering
her original statement and falsely accusing Teesta of putting pressure on her by “a close associate
of Narendra Modi.” In fact, the report of the SIT was leaked in 2009 in which also Setalvad was
accused of manipulating riot-victims by claiming to witness incidents that they had actually not
seen. The leaking of such a high-profile report itself is suspicious and makes one question whether
it was intentionally done to put pressure on the court and tarnish the image of someone who had
been uncompromising in her fight against communalism as well as instrumental in bringing justice
to many families of the victims of Godhara riots by obtaining the conviction of 119 civilians and
officials (including a minister) for their involvement in the riots.
In fact, in today’s India, Teesta Setalvad needs to be booked as she has become the Indian
face of human rights and the fight against communalism. She, by hook or crook, should be convicted
to set an example for other dissenting voices, to make them learn that in a totalitarian state, one
cannot question Big Brother. Observing whatever has been happening in India over the past few
years, one is indeed reminded of Orwell’s classic 1984, in which, the protagonist Winston Smith
is ultimately made to love Big Brother who through continuous surveillance succeeds in creating
a reign of terror. Interestingly, a large part of 1984 is about the falsification of facts not by the
plebeians but by the totalitarian state. In it, three party men are made to confess their involvement
in a conspiracy against the state following which they are executed. A photograph, however,
proves them innocent as they were in New York and not in the country at all to conspire against
the state. But nobody dares to uphold the truth as in a totalitarian state such as Big Brother’s, in
the end, Orwell writes, “the Party would announce that two and two mad five, and you would
have to believe it.”
Let us hope that in the case of Teesta Setalvad, the Supreme Court would restore our faith in
the sanctity of facts and declare that two and two are four and not five.
Courtesy Outlook, 24 Sep 2022.
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