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The Defeat of PM Modi’s Cult of Personality
Rajmohan Gandhi

A huge victory for an embattled single

woman in a wheelchair who stood for an India

and a Bengal for all. And an equally big defeat

for a juggernaut so hungry to crush obstacles in

Bengal that it refused even to acknowledge the

Covid death machine that is bringing unbearable

grief across India.

The BJP has no doubt retained Assam, but

even there, the results might have been different

had its elections been held two weeks later than

they were, for the Modi government’s failure

on the Covid front seems to have impacted

minds across India. That daunting front will now

require all the energies of the newly-elected

state governments.

The Prime Minister marveled aloud at a huge

cheering crowd in West Bengal. He, Amit Shah

and the BJP threw all the money they had into

their bid to capture the state. Modi and Shah

spent time electioneering in Bengal even when

Covid’s race across India needed their total

attention. Stars and BJP Chief Ministers were

put to work in Bengal. Much of the national

media echoed the Modi-Shah predictions of a

BJP sweep there, and their party seemed to

possess all the advantages from a staggered

voting schedule, even though that schedule

assisted Covid’s advance.

But the voter had the last word. In a

democracy, she, the voter, is Queen.

And this time, under the surface, democracy

was indeed a major election issue, especially

the equality pillar on which democracy rests,

and especially the equal rights of minorities in

India. Mamata Banerjee was pilloried by the

juggernaut as an appeaser of Muslims, and the

state’s Hindu majority was exhorted to unite

against the 27 percent Muslim minority who

were portrayed as anti-nationals more loyal to

neighbouring Bangladesh.

Moreover, the sarcastic “Didi, O Didi!” cry

that Modi repeated, to great applause, in rally

after rally did not sound respectful to women.

But Bengal’s women have had the last word.

The equality for which Bengal has voted is not

only between Hindus and Muslims. It is equality

between women and men too.

It requires no thought to recognize that

equality is precisely what the virus has taught.

Covid did not differentiate between people. Here

the death-dealing virus was superior to us

humans. Will we learn equality from it? At one

level, Covid has already enforced equality. In

India’s greatest cities, the rich and the influential

are at one with the humble in begging for oxygen

and a hospital. Covid the Horror is also the Covid

the Leveler.

Also noteworthy is the failure of the mighty

BJP machine to obtain any substantial benefit

from the publicized defections secured by it of

ministers and legislators from Chief Minister

Banerjee’s party. Modi and Shah saw nothing

strange in extolling ministers from a government

they were condemning in the strongest language

once they had defected to their side. Voters

were not impressed. They were impressed more

by the fighting spirit of their own Didi.

I should add that the BJP’s poor show in

Kerala, where the CPM’s Pinarayi Vijayan has

impressively won a second term, and Tamil

Nadu, where M. K. Stalin of the DMK will lead

the state as his famous father had done, confirms

that the politics of communal polarization faces

hard geographical limits.

Apart from the attempt to intensify and

exploit communal ill-will, the Modi campaign in

Bengal and elsewhere also featured Modi

himself as the individual who brings relief, who
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arranges vaccinations, and cares personally for

every citizen. The personality cult is also a force

that has received a welcome setback.

Isn’t Mamata’s a personality cult too?

Perhaps. But there may be a closeness between

her and her people, a simplicity and an

identification that seems to be missing in Modi’s

relationship with the people who thus far have

placed their faith in him.

Mamata seems to be much more of a genuine

people’s person than Modi, but she and the others

who have been elected or re-elected to their high

offices will have to face a major weakness in

India: the erosion of the institutions of governance.

Charismatic individuals may collect votes. But

only institutions can provide policing, or justice,

or medical relief, as Covid has shown.

Today’s results will give a measure of hope

to the many who have been deeply troubled about

India’s democracy. Some will want to know if

non-BJP parties will now come together in

something like a federal front. An important

question. Even more important, perhaps, is the

need for our institutions, of which the Election

Commission is one, to recover, preserve and

strengthen their autonomy. Voters in West Bengal

seem to have embraced Covid’s message of

equality. But Covid has also underscored the

inefficiency of our institutions, including the

cabinet and its committees, the agencies

responsible for public health, and the body that

brings the central and state governments together.

The claims of victory over the virus, and the

failure to use the apparent lull in the Covid storm

to prepare for the next wave when every country

had a succession of waves, are now painful

memories. When most needed, the government

was nowhere to be found. The voice that was

heard every day seemed suddenly to go silent.

Yet exhausted doctors and nurses, and

compassionate strangers, have saved many lives.

Bringing Covid under control and saving as

many lives as possible will be the first task of

every new and old state government, as it remains

also the task of the central government. Yet,

Covid’s horror cannot suppress the fact that the

Indian voter has breathed hope back into our

democracy.

 (Rajmohan Gandhi is presently teaching

at the University of Illinois at Urbana-

Champaign.)

Courtesy NDTV, May 3, 2021.
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West Bengal Poll 2021: Course Correction:
The LF Way (vis-a-vis Mamata’s)

Sukla Sen

That’s the defining difference with the LF,

over the period since the first gathering of dark

clouds as indicated by the outcome of the

Panchayat polls in 2008 followed by a loud

warning bell in 2009 and then the eventual rout

in 2011.

Even in 2021, the LF virtually inaugurated

its poll campaign with a notional ground breaking

ceremony in Singur to symbolise initiation of

some imaginary industrial project.

In 2016, the candidate campaigned in a Nano

car - already obsolete by then.

Can one just believe that even after this

complete washout, the cadres are ridiculing the

free ration for the poor as “alms”!

And the adherents wonder why people don’t

vote for them!

It’s their birthright!

Ref. Article given below:

Bengal polls 2021: Prashant Kishor
feted as man of the moment

‘When someone is serious about a fight, this is what happens’

Sankarshan Thakur

Prashant Kishor, Mamata

Banerjee’s chief political strategist,

had put his career on the line with a

public dare made last December that

the BJP would struggle to cross two

digits in the Bengal Assembly. The

BJP, he told this newspaper in

March, had become a “formidable

force” in Bengal but  Trinamul would

hold its ground. “Khela hobey, we are

ready, game on!” he had said.

<<...She suffered a rude shock in 2019, but

she took it seriously. I remember I had just lost

my father when she approached me. I told her

the family is bereaved, I will take some time

but she was anxious and restless. She was

calling me with a sense of urgency, telling me,

“Jaldi aao, jaldi aao.”  She knew she had to

make urgent amends, that is how a genuine

political leader responds.

She wanted to fight. She is what defines the

difference between a serious fighter and

someone like Rahul Gandhi. She does not make

excuses, she looks for how best she can stay in

the game. The BJP entirely missed out on how

we responded after 2019, through various and

extensive programmes of public outreach,

through sustained campaigning and delivery,

through consistently staying on the ground

among the people.>>

Prashant  Kishor
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On Sunday, amidst the Trinamul’s

resounding victory, Kishor came to be feted by

many as man of the moment. He spoke

exclusively to The Telegraph as the trends

became clear. Excerpts:

You had predicted this, but not many

believed you. Tell us how this happened.

I was always convinced we would win, and

win handsomely. I don’t know why folks didn’t

see it or believe me. Propaganda cannot make

you win an election. Partly, this is the result of

the sheer arrogance of the BJP, particularly

leaders like Amit Shah. They were flying sky

high, they missed the ground. I told you earlier,

the BJP enters a battle already declaring itself

a victor, they make a lot of noise.

And very often they make the noise and

win

Yes, but when you have someone who is

serious about giving them a fight, this is what

happens. Mamata Banerjee said, ‘fine we are

here, come, we will fight, khela hobey’. It is the

intent. She suffered a rude shock in 2019, but

she took it seriously. I remember I had just lost

my father when she approached me. I told her

the family is bereaved, I will take some time

but she was anxious and restless. She was

calling me with a sense of urgency, telling me,

“Jaldi aao, jaldi aao.”

 She knew she had to make urgent amends,

that is how a genuine political leader responds.

She wanted to fight. She is what defines the

difference between a serious fighter and

someone like Rahul Gandhi. She does not make

excuses, she looks for how best she can stay in

the game. The BJP entirely missed out on how

we responded after 2019, through various and

extensive programmes of public outreach,

through sustained campaigning and delivery,

through consistently staying on the ground

among the people.

As you have often said, the BJP is a

formidable force in Bengal today. What did

it do wrong to fall so short?

I do not wish to sound arrogant, but I must

say Amit Shah is a most over-rated political and

poll manager. A disaster. What does he have to

show for his great and fabled election

management?

He has the most charismatic leader in

Narendra Modi to put on stage, he has

humongous resources at his command, he has

an elaborate party network supported by the

Sangh, he has the backing of the government

and its agencies, he has an Election Commission

playing footsie, and still he lost! That must tell

you something about Amit Shah and his

reputation.

This is my third head-to-head with him and

all three times I have defeated him — in Bihar

in 2015, in Delhi and in Bengal. And, of course,

we defeated him in Andhra and Punjab, where

the BJP was fighting in alliance with local

parties. He is a good-for-nothing political

manager. I have to say I haven’t the greatest

respect for Amit Shah as a politician.

You spoke of the Election Commission

being partial…

See this is not only about Bengal, this is about

India and about the survival of democracy. Every

democrat in India and every political party should

be concerned about the role of the Election

Commission and how partisan it can become,

how it can bend and scrape. Their role in Bengal

has been scandalous, they have behaved like

an arm of the powers in Delhi. Without the help

of official machinery, the BJP would not even

have won 50 seats. The way they were taking

dictation was obvious to everyone.

 I will name just one factor: the BJP led a

most communal campaign in Bengal, it was

predicated on naked Hindutva, on Jai Shri Ram,

on all sorts of religious symbolism and religious

disaffection. What did the Election Commission

do to stop that? Nothing. And that is a danger, a

grave danger that will live beyond this election.

People should wake up to this.

Would you say this has been your
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toughest challenge?

It is tough to say toughest or not, but let me

tell you it was not easy. The eventual numbers

do not bear that out, our victory is huge, but the

battle was intense and had to be fought at every

level from the block up.

 Frankly, I did have my moments of doubt,

especially when I saw media flying in and going

back with reports of a BJP sweep. So many

newspapers and channels were absolutely

convinced the BJP would win hands down.

But then I thought to myself, what have I

been doing in Bengal for 15 months? Should I

believe these people who have just spent a week

or so here, or should I trust my instinct and

work? The BJP made a narrative of important

people leaving TMC, they projected the myth

of a disintegrating party with huge anti-

incumbency. They believed that narrative

themselves, the media bought into it.

What had happened, in reality, was that we

had gone through a process of cleansing and

actually had a new Trinamul. Nobody saw this

or took it seriously. You see, the media can give

you hype, it can work on the margins, it can

make a noise for this one or that, but media

cannot make you win or lose.

Media is an amplifier at best, it is not the

sound. The sound is on the ground, the sound is

the people. They have spoken.

What does this mean for politics beyond

Bengal?

That’s a little too early to spell out.

But is this not going to resound beyond

Bengal? You yourself told me a few week

ago that the Bengal election was about

whether India would remain a multi-party

democracy or become a one-party state.

Let us see where things go from here. What

I can say for now that it has given voice and

hope to those people who want to fight this

danger called the BJP. There is a way to do it,

that is what we have demonstrated in Bengal.

If you are really serious about a political fight,

you can do it, at least you can try.

All those people who want the BJP defeated

have a takeaway from Bengal, it is possible to

defeat them. Have a will and have a strategy.

Have the gut for a fight. This is what makes

me so angry about Rahul Gandhi and the

Congress. They make excuses, they will not let

you work, they will not listen to what you have

to say. They will go on saying we have no

resources, we do not have media support, there

is too much polarisation.

Polarisation is a bogey, absolute bogey. In

no part of India have Hindus got polarised in a

way that they themselves become the majority,

not even in Gujarat and Uttar Pradesh, the two

strongholds of the BJP. You do not want to be

with folks who make excuses, you want people

who will get into the pit and fight, and fight

seriously. Mamata Banerjee was prepared to

do that from the very start, from when she got

the shock of 2019. The results are there for

everyone to see.

Courtesy The Telegraph Online,

3 May, 2021.

What is Humanism
Humanism is a philosophy and a mental attitude which gives primacy to the human individual

and recognises his or her right to live in freedom and with dignity.  It believes that ‘’the human

individual is the measure of all things’’.  Humanism opposes the sacrifice of individuals at the

altar of any imaginary collective ego like a nation or class.  Historically as well as logically,

humanism is the philosophy of democracy.

(From the Preamble to the Constitution of Indian Radical Humanist Association)
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The Decline (?) of the Indian Left
In the context of just concluded state polls. A short exploratory note

Sukla Sen

I.  Institutionalised leftism is, on the face

of it, on the retreat worldwide - despite

some significant divergences here and

there.

Regardless of the mighty advances

made by feminism, ecological

movements and anti-racist

resistances.

II. Economic neo-liberalism has emerged

as the ruling doctrine of the era.

III. The consequent sharpening of socio-

economic inequities and resultant

conflicts have, instead of triggering

social revolutions, led to the rise of

various versions if right-wing

authoritarian populism - spearheaded

by “strong”, and charismatic,

leaders.

IV. The Indian Left - much like various

shades of Left elsewhere, have, by

and large, failed to grapple with the

fact of dominance of economic neo-

liberalism and consequent soaring

aspirations of ever expanding

segments of the populace coupled

with the reality of economic ruination

of many.

V. Of course, Bengal has its own

distinctive features - that deserve

special attention.

But, beyond minute details, it’s broadly

following the same pattern.

The Left, here, miserably failed to

succeed as a ruthless champion of

economic neo-liberalism while

mouthing contrary jargons.

VI. In Kerala, for now, Vijayan has been

able to negotiate between economic

neo-liberalism and welfarism.

In a way, so has Mamata in West

Bengal.

In addition, both - the latter far more

so, could gain the confidence of the

threatened minorities. 

Specific personal qualities also did

count.

VII. But the challenges of rising

majoritarianism as a deceptive solution

- to both (large sections of) the elite

and the subalterns, to problems

caused by economic neo-liberalism

remain quite untamed - even on the

rather short term.

We may very well keep encountering

periodic convulsions.

VIII. In India we’re right now faced with

the looming doom of “India” itself.

Has got to be fought back on “as is

where is” basis - joining hands with

whoever is ready to fight.

The Radical Humanist on Website

‘The Radical Humanist’ is now available at http://www.lohiatoday.com/ on

Periodicals page, thanks to Manohar Ravela who administers the site on Ram

Manohar Lohia, the great socialist leader of India.
 –  Mahi Pal Singh
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If PM Modi wants redemption, he needs
first to admit that mistakes were made

Tavleen Singh

The one thing we do not need in this awful

time is for political leaders to start telling lies.

We need the truth. What we are getting are

lies. The first big lie came from Yogi Adityanath

who declared that there was no shortage of

oxygen, beds or drugs in hospitals or Covid

centres in his state. He warned that stern

action would be taken against those ‘spreading

rumours’ about shortages. This is no empty

threat. Journalists have been jailed for telling

the truth in Uttar Pradesh. This time it will not

be easy for Yogi to jail journalists for telling

the truth because it is manifest in the pyres

that burn night and day, in people begging for

beds in hospitals and in those who die outside

hospital gates.

More worrying than Yogi’s lies was the

pitiful attempt by the Minister of External

Affairs to get our embassies to ‘counter one-

sided narrative in (the) western media.’ What

is the other side? Is there another side to mass

pyres in our crematoriums? Is there another

side to people dying in hospitals for want of

oxygen? Is there another side to those dying

outside hospitals because there are no beds

available? Is there another side to hospitals

posting notices outside their doors warning

patients to not expect admission because they

have no oxygen?

The western media is reporting what is

being reported across India by Indian

journalists. With one difference. They do not

hesitate to blame the Prime Minister for this

The Prime Minister must accept that it is useless trying to manage
perceptions when he needs to manage horrendous realities.

May 2, 2021
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catastrophe. They do not hesitate to remind

him that just the other day he told the World

Economic Forum’s annual meeting that India

had done so well in controlling the pandemic

that the world could learn from us. They do

not hesitate to remind the Prime Minister that

even as this lethal second wave was spreading

across India, he along with the Home Minister

were celebrating the huge crowds at the

election rallies they addressed in West Bengal.

They do not hesitate to mention that nothing

was done to stop the Kumbh Mela until it was

too late. Indian journalists do hesitate because

criticising the Supreme Leader has

consequences.

If Modi wants redemption, he needs first

to admit that mistakes were made, and that he

commits himself to not making any more. This

second wave would have come anyway but it

would not have been catastrophic if we had

sufficient supplies of vaccines, oxygen and

Covid drugs. In this ludicrous and pathetic

effort to manage perceptions rather than the

pandemic we now have high officials and

senior ministers squabbling openly about who

is to blame for the mistakes. It does not matter

who is to blame.

What matters is that there is almost not a

single family in my circle of friends and

acquaintances into whose home this dreaded

virus has not found its way. There is so much

death and disease in the air that people are

now terrified of going anywhere even if they

have been lucky enough to be counted among

the handful of Indians who have managed to

get both shots of the vaccination. There is such

a severe shortage of vaccines now that chief

ministers admit they cannot go ahead with

vaccinating all Indians over the age of 18.

Within hours of the announcement that this

was going to be permitted from May 1, more

than one crore people had registered on the

official app. Why was this programme

announced at all when the shortage of

vaccines is a crisis in itself?

The next major crisis, as the cardiac

surgeon Dr Devi Shetty has pointed out more

than once, is going to be a severe shortage of

doctors and nurses. He has written articles

detailing how this shortage of manpower should

be handled but so far there has been no action

from the Prime Minister’s task force. Dr

Shetty warns that in the next few weeks there

will be a shortage of 3.5 lakh medical staff

and 5 lakh ICU beds. Will someone up in the

cloistered, virtual world inhabited by the Prime

Minister and his high officials please listen?

These officials have blood on their hands.

People have died because of their criminal

incompetence but not one head has rolled.

Why? If Narendra Modi wants to redeem

more than his image, he must sack the men

who have brought us here. We need a new

task force that must include scientists, doctors

and competent officials. Indian bureaucrats

have a long history of failing India in times of

crisis. This happens because of their inability

to believe that they can make mistakes and

because of their colonial training to serve the

rulers and not the people. This time desperate

Indians are paying the price for their arrogance.

Today, we will learn the results of this round

of elections, but I have not mentioned them in

this column. This is not an oversight but

deliberate. I am so sickened by the obscenely

large election rallies that went ahead when

people were dying that I no longer care who

wins. Modi’s BJP, and it is now totally his,

cares so much about winning elections that this

time they have cared more about the West

Bengal election than about finding a way to

stop Indians from dying.

The Prime Minister must accept that it is

useless trying to manage perceptions when he

needs to manage horrendous realities.

This article first appeared in the print

edition on May 2, 2021 under the title ‘Tell

us the truth’
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Rohan Venkataramakrishnan

The Big Story: Phone-a-friend

The first time Indian Prime Minister Narendra

Modi seemed to take public notice of the dramatic

oxygen shortage affecting cities like Delhi that

had been hit hard by the Covid-19 second wave

was on April 16, when he held a “comprehensive

review of supply and logistics’’.

On April 23, he had discussions with oxygen

manufacturers. On April 27, Modi held a “high-

level meeting” and was briefed by an

“Empowered Group” of bureaucrats working on

oxygen supply. That day, an affidavit submitted

to the Supreme Court by the Centre claimed that

Modi and Home Minister Amit Shah were

providing “active and constant supervision” and

“direct involvement” in augmenting the oxygen

supply and managing distribution. On May 2, the

prime minister chaired another meeting to “review

usage of gaseous oxygen”.

And yet despite all of that direct involvement

from Modi and Shah, on May 8, the Supreme

Court decided that the Centre alone could not be

trusted to handle India’s oxygen needs.

The court ordered the establishment of a 12-

member National Task Force and gave it the job

of deciding how to augment and allocate medical

oxygen to states. It also delegated the task of

“auditing” oxygen usage to a sub-group of this

task force.

Given that the oxygen shortage has become

one of the key aspects of India’s gigantic Covid-

19 second wave, it is hard to see this move as

anything but an indictment of the Centre’s

administrative abilities. Every day sees battles in

High Courts about the Centre’s allocations,

citizens everywhere are still struggling to get

access to cylinders, concentrators and hospital

beds, while the Ministry of External Affairs has

 Modi failed the biggest test of his tenure.

Will a Supreme Court panel now help?

squabbled with foreign missions over it.

Covid-19 was always going to be the greatest

test of Narendra Modi’s tenure. It has become

evident that he and his government have failed.

This is, after all, the government that declared

victory over the virus in February and, instead of

acknowledging the crisis spent the next few

months fighting “narrative” battles, as we wrote

last week.

As The Lancet put it in a recent editorial,

“The Institute for Health Metrics and

Evaluation estimates that India will see a

staggering 1 million deaths

 from COVID-19 by Aug 1. If that outcome

were to happen, Modi’s Government would be

responsible for presiding over a self-inflicted

national catastrophe. India squandered its early

successes in controlling COVID-19. Until April,

the government’s COVID-19 taskforce had not

met in months. The consequences of that decision

are clear before us, and India must now

restructure its response while the crisis rages.”

Now, after weeks of death and despair with

India facing the specter of hundreds of thousands

more dying, some of the responsibility is being

swept over to an unelected, Supreme Court-

appointed panel filled primarily with doctors and

two bureaucrats.

While their initial responsibility is to address

the oxygen situation, the full mandate of the

National Task Force is to “facilitate a public health

response to the pandemic based on scientific and

specialised domain knowledge” and to “enable

the decision-makers to have inputs which go

beyond finding ad-hoc solutions to the present

problems”.

Indeed, here are some of the terms of

reference for the National Task Force laid
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out by the Supreme Court, beyond oxygen

supply:

• Review and suggest measures

necessary for ensuring the availability

of essential drugs and medicines.

• Plan and adopt remedial measures for

ensuring preparedness to meet present

and future emergencies which may

arise during the pandemic.

• Facilitate the use of technology to

ensure that the available manpower is

optimised for implementing innovative

solutions particularly in order to provide

an outreach of expert medical care to

rural areas.

• Suggest measures to augment the

availability of trained doctors, nurses

and para-medical staff including by the

creation of suitable incentives.

• Promote evidence based research to

enhance effective responses to the

pandemic.

• Facilitate the sharing of best practices

across the nation to promote knowledge

about the management of the pandemic

and treatment of cases.

• Generally, to make recommendations in

regard to other issues of pressing

national concern to find effective

responses to the pandemic.

Why would India need a National Task Force

to help it figure out the availability of essential

drugs and medicines or to promote “evidence-

based research” or to plan

“remedial measures to meet present and

future emergencies which may arise during the

pandemic” if the Centre had been capably

handling matters all along?

There have been four major responses to

this development.

First, some have argued that this cannot be read

as a critique of the Centre’s handling of

the pandemic because it was partly

responsible for suggesting such a task

force on oxygen allocations to the court.

Indeed, when queried about vaccine

policy for example, the Centre mounted

a stern pushback, insisting in an affidavit

that “while dealing with a pandemic of

this magnitude, the Executive does have

a room for free play in the joints, in larger

public interest.”

Certainly, this approach helps to create

a layer of decision-making that can be

seen as relatively impartial, especially

since most forecasts suggest India is

going to face a severe shortage of

oxygen over the next few weeks, with

many states likely to demand a larger

allocation than is available. It also shifts

the policing of oxygen usage to the

auditing sub-group.

Leave aside the fact that India already

had a Covid-19 task force that was not

convened in February or March. That

such a tactical move would even be

needed, however, is a reflection of how

little trust states have in the Centre’s

abilities, fairness and judgment. And who

is to blame them?

The same Centre has in the past few

months, decided to respond to questions

about vaccine shortages with a

shockingly political tirade, then

completely rejigged the national

vaccination policy without consulting

with states or explaining its decisions to

the public.

This is the government that last year,

amid the Covid-19 crisis, decided to go

to battle with the states rather than pay

them Goods and Services Tax

compensation as promised. Its attitude

is one of the reasons the last few years

have been described as a “defining

moment” for Indian federalism.

Even if this is a clever maneuver to
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distribute the pain of the next few months

without it turning into partisan pressure, it

only papers overs a deeper rot.

Second, others have argued that it will do exactly

that: Paper over the Centre’s failings,

allowing Modi and his ministers to evade

responsibility for the unfolding situation.

Again, this may end up being true on a

small scale. Supreme Court-appointed

panels don’t have the best track records

in offering nimble responses to problems

that have both political, as well as

practical dimensions. In the past, they

have proven to be more inflexible than

politicians to democratic pressure. They

have occasionally been more prone to

relying on elite- or Delhi-driven discourse

than even the Centre, ignoring

interventions from the states and various

High Courts.

Still, these fears assume the Centre is

handing over control of its pandemic

response to the panel wholesale. This

would seem to mirror the rejigging of

vaccine procurement

 in response to pressure about shortages

to hand over the problem to the states.

The National Task Force, however, will

only have the power to make

recommendations.

At the end of the day, implementation

remains in the hands of the government

and democratic pressure will follow.

If used rightly, the task force should offer

credible responses to vexing problems

that governments can draw from and

point to, without being used as a shield.

What would help, of course, is if the task

force can push for genuine transparency

from the government and for the public,

instead of the narrative-based drip-drip

of information currently available.

Third, are these the right experts for India to

rely on? Will they be effective?

Many have pointed out, for example, that

the task force is stuffed with doctors,

when the oxygen problem really is one

of supply chain management. Is this the

time to take doctors away from their

hospitals, presumably struggling to

handle the massive surge in patients, to

deal with questions of allocating liquid

oxygen between states? Others have

asked if so many doctors of private

hospitals should be on the panel.

Given the fact that the Supreme Court

has asked the task force to begin work

immediately, and India continues to face

a massive crisis, some of these questions

are hopefully unnecessary. The Supreme

Court has given the panel the freedom

to consult other experts and to form sub-

groups for specialised areas or regions.

Hopefully that is what it will do–

including communicating with the states

themselves, and not simply relying on the

Centre’s representations.

They will of course have to scramble to

put together the sort of policy

recommendations that the government

should have been spending the last year

fine-tuning, in the middle of a national

disaster, no easy task.

“Information is the currency that every citizen requires to

participate in the life and governance of society.”

Justice A. P. Shah, former Chief Justice,

Delhi and Madras High Courts, (2010)



        June 202114 THE RADICAL HUMANIST

India’s Covid crisis delivers a blow to brand Modi
Aparna Alluri

Mr. Modi held election rallies even as Covid cases spiked in India, Image source, Getty Images

“Modi leads India out of a lockdown and

into a Covid apocalypse,” declared a recent

headline in the UK Sunday Times.

The Australian newspaper re-published the

story with a scathing summary: “Arrogance,

hyper-nationalism and bureaucratic

incompetence have combined to create a crisis

of epic proportions, critics say, as India’s crowd-

loving PM basks while citizens literally

suffocate.”

It earned a rebuke from India, but there’s

no denying the fact that Prime Minister

Narendra Modi’s cherished image has taken a

bad hit.

Stories from India’s punishing second wave

have dominated global news and social media

feeds - people gasping to stay alive as they

wait for critical care beds and treatment;

desperate families scrambling for everything,

from oxygen cylinders to a doctor ’s

appointment; mass funeral pyres and parking

lots turning into crematoriums to accommodate

the rising number of dead.

Coverage the world over has pinned the

blame on Mr Modi - a man who has often

presented himself as an able administrator with

an eye for detail, who is now floundering as

India’s daily cases break records.

‘A crack in the facade’

“If competence was his calling card, many

people are calling that into question,” political

scientist Milan Vaishnav says. “It’s not just that

the government seems to be fumbling or absent,

it’s that they actively contributed to exacerbating

the situation.”

Mr Modi is far from being the only leader to

have bungled his Covid response. But his fall

from grace is so pronounced, Mr Vaishnav says,

because, unlike former US President Donald

Trump and Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro,

he was not a “Covid denier”. And yet he failed

to prevent what happened, despite the warning

signs.

Mr Modi allowed a Hindu festival where

millions gathered on the banks of the Ganges

river over several weeks for a holy dip. He

insisted on a month-long election in West Bengal

state and campaigned unmasked at massive
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rallies, marvelling at the size the crowds.

“These displays of negligence or defiance

were shocking to see from parts of the

world which had seen lockdowns recently,”

says Alex Travelli, The Economist’s India

correspondent.

They were also a vivid reminder of Mr

Modi’s brand - a strong, popular leader of an

overwhelmingly Hindu country - and the Indian

exceptionalism that he touted to the world in

January.

“For foreign observers, his nationalist

impulses were always paired with a sense of

technocratic competence. But technocratic

competence has been entirely missing from the

[Covid] response,” says Christopher Clary,

assistant professor of political science at the

State University of New York.

Mr Modi’s reputation as a both a populist

leader and a vigilant administrator started to fray

in 2016 when a disastrous currency ban

knocked down millions of Indians who largely

relied on cash. Then, last year, he shut down

the country overnight to stop the spread of Covid

- but again, millions lost jobs and many lost their

lives. India’s economy is still reeling from all of

this.

Mr Modi’s defence was that there was a

greater good at stake, be it flushing out illegal

cash or beating Covid. But this latest misstep

cannot be explained away easily, says Ravi

Agrawal, editor-in-chief of Foreign Policy.

“You can explain away numbers like GDP,

but you can’t explain away a brother’s death,”

he says. “Indians have always believed that

although Modi makes mistakes, he still fights

for them, he believes in them.”

But this time, he says, they are questioning

his intent. “There is a crack, a very visible crack

in the edifice, the facade that is Modi.”

The making - and unmaking - of a brand

“Modi means business” declared a Time

magazine cover in 2012.

Back in 2002, more than 1,000 people, mostly

Muslims, died in riots that erupted in Gujarat

state after 60 Hindus were killed in a train fire.

Mr Modi, who was then the chief minister of

the state, was accused of allowing the riots. He

denied any wrongdoing and came out unscathed.

By 2012, the Gujarat chief minister was “a

paragon of good governance and effective

administration” for his supporters. Other

coverage dubbed him an “autocratic loner” and

“a poor delegator”, but a “refreshing” change

under whom “Gujarat bloomed” and “business

flourished”. His bid for PM, after a 13-year stint

heading Gujarat, was seen as an opportunity to

“revitalise” India’s economy. The BJP was

taking a risk on the “polarising” Mr Modi, but

his reputation as a “no-nonsense administrator”

was part of his appeal.

“We got taken in by the relatively easy way

it was to govern Gujarat,” says Nilanjan

Mukopadhyay, a journalist and Mr Modi’s

biographer.

Brand new roads, power lines, lesser red

tape and increased private investment in Gujarat

impressed middle-class and wealthy voters. But

Mr Mukhopadhyay says it wasn’t a great feat

to achieve in a prosperous state with a small

population. And Gujarat’s social indicators didn’t

improve much.

“We were all taken by this great aura of

Modi. I made this error too. He once said we

have a red carpet, not red tape. Where is the

red carpet for the aid that is coming?” (The aid

has been stuck in customs, according to a series

of damaging news reports.)

The current crisis, observers say, has

exposed the chinks in Mr Modi’s armour. They

say his centralised style of leadership seemed

reassuring last year but proved hollow this time

as he passed the buck to states. A generous

vaccine strategy, which saw him donate doses

to countries, now appears like careless

grandstanding since India has forced its largest

vaccine marker to renege on international

commitments, which brought it funding. His
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strident majoritarianism, which so many voters

admired, stops him from reaching out across

the aisle for bipartisan solutions, experts say.

“He put his name and his stamp on

everything. So when something goes wrong he

has to take the fall. You can’t have it both ways,”

Mr Agrawal says.

Mr Modi built an impressive brand abroad

too - “He is at his best outside India,” wrote

one newspaper. He drew a “roaring crowd” at

the iconic Madison Square Gardens and

overshadowed former US President Donald

Trump at the Howdy, Modi! gathering in Texas.

“He deployed this imagery of himself so

aggressively,” Mr Agrawal says. He was even

called the “most physically demonstrative Indian

leader in years.”

His muscular nationalism was a balm for

Indians at home and overseas, and promised

the emergence of a superpower. Now, Mr

Agrawal says, it is “galling” for Indians

everywhere to see how their economic peers -

Thailand, Vietnam, Bangladesh - have fared

better against Covid.

“There’s embarrassment among the diaspora

that the country which they have got used to

describing to their friends as a rising power is

now being shown the way it is.”

Can Modi’s image recover?

“He has proven to be an exceptionally

resilient politician and political leader,” Mr

Vaishnav says.

“The man has recovered from some

incredible nadirs already, I wouldn’t count him

out,” Mr Travelli adds.

The government is already in damage-control

mode. It has taken offence to the bad press,

sparred with opposition leaders and fumed at

tweeters critical of its response.

It has suggested a “foreign conspiracy” is

afoot to discredit India, asked Twitter to take

down posts it didn’t like and then took to Twitter

to thank and defend Mr Modi’s leadership.

But Mr Modi himself has been conspicuously

absent, barring a tame address on 20 April.

“At the start of the pandemic, Modi knew

how he wanted to look to India and the world,”

Mr Travelli says. “He was styling himself as a

general leading his people. But no equivalent

posture is available to him at the moment. He

doesn’t have any interest in apologising or asking

for help.”

Mr Modi has only been interviewed a handful

of times since he became PM. He has never

addressed a press conference, even during Covid.

“He doesn’t want to be questioned,” Mr

Mukhopadhyay says.

But questions are all anyone has - the poor,

a traumatised middle class and the rich Indians

who couldn’t escape the huge gaps in healthcare,

and even loyal party workers who can’t quite

grasp how the prime minister let this happen.

Courtesy BBC News, Delhi, 8 May

2021

Mr Modi was a rising political star by 2012,
Image source, Getty Images

The stark, unsettling imagery of mass
funerals has swept global news.

Image source, Getty Images
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Pandemic: Implications of RSS statement
in COVID Response Watch

Dr. Prem Singh

The Rastriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)

tasted the allure of partial power during the

Atal Bihari Vajpayee-led government. It has

now experienced seven years of complete

power under the leadership of Narendra Modi.

The RSS has been nurtured in the right armpit

of the Congress. Hence, it had gained some

experience of sharing power since the

Independence. RSS had enough time to learn

as to how to imbibe the Constitution, to treat

constitutional institutions with due deference,

and to run the administration with responsibility

and accountability.

The RSS does politics through the Bhartiya

Janata Party (BJP). Most BJP leaders are

RSS volunteers. By the time of Vajpayee, it

seemed that the political leadership of the

RSS, despite its Hindutva prejudices, was

moving towards moulding itself in the mould

of the Constitution and parliamentary

democracy. As a political party, the BJP has

always been ahead of the parties which

adhered to secularism, progressiveness and

social justice in the matter of internal

democracy in the party. This gave hope that

one day the RSS and its political leadership

will gain the same good-bad faith in the

Constitution and parliamentary democracy as

other political parties of the country had

gained.

In this way, it will try to fulfil its duty of

good, responsible and accountable governance

with integrity and honesty with an inclusive

perspective while staying in power or in

opposition. But Narendra Modi-Bhagwat-

Shah’s RSS/BJP leadership has proved that

hope false. Rather, it has forgotten all the

lessons which it had learned till Vajpayee-

period. Although they employ lofty words

when speaking of honouring the Constitution,

this leadership of the RSS/BJP is actually

engaged in the exercise of grabbing power

and running the government by exploiting the

sentiments attached with nation and religion

posing itself as the sole contractor of both.

When criticized or opposed on its activities,

policies, decisions, etc., this leadership creates

confusion by invoking the nation or religion,

whenever the opportunity arises, instead of

giving proper answers or solutions. In a

democracy, it even does not understand the

need to have a healthy dialogue with the

public, the opposition and the press.

The latest example is the statement made

by RSS General Secretary Dattatreya

Hosabel on the catastrophic situation created

by the second wave of the corona pandemic.

The statement cautions people against

“destructive” “anti-India forces” which can

create atmosphere of “negativity”, “mistrust”

and “conspiracies” thus “destabilising India”

in the guise of disaster. The RSS, an expert

in propagating conspiracy theories, may be

asked whether people who are getting beaten

to death due to lack of bed, medicines,

oxygen, ventilators, ambulances, complaining

to the government of their distressed relatives

are doing conspiracy to destabilize the nation?

Are the individuals/organizations helping the

people in distress, destabilizing India? Those,

political opposition or civil society, who are

exposing the government’s negligence and

misconduct are the elements destabilizing India?

What some courts of the country have

remarked on the failure of governments and

institutions under them while conducting

hearings on the matter of pandemic are seeking

to destabilize the nation? Has the media outside
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India reporting the pandemic suddenly become

interested in destabilizing India?

The RSS wants to hide the grim conditions

which have beset the nation that is why it is

continuing to fabricate a narrative of lies. It

is necessary for it, because it is currently at

the top among the forces destabilizing India.

Some recent cases can be seen in this

context, which are directly related to the RSS/

BJP: Selling public sector undertakings and

assets to run the most expensive government

ever; Spending billions of rupees on prime

minister’s foreign tours and campaigning;

Purchase of special aircrafts worth about Rs.

5000 crores from the US to facilitate the

travel of the President, Vice President and

Prime Minister; Constructing new parliament

and Central Vista at a cost of 20 thousand

crores; Imposing labour laws and agriculture

laws, making the pandemic an opportunity;

Taking off the education from the axis of

knowledge and putting it on the axis of

marketism and obscurantism; Making the

destiny of the minorities to live in an

environment of constant fear in total violation

of the directives of Indian Constitution and

the United Nations. This list can be quite long

including details of huge amounts spent on

erecting costly luxurious RSS/BJP offices all

over India. For the last one year, China has

destabilized India on the border. Dattatreya

did not say anything about the incident as it

would have been a national insult.

I would like to tell the RSS once again

that the modern India as an independent,

sovereign and self-reliant nation started on the

path of destabilization only when the task of

policy-making of the country was taken off

the axis of the Constitution in 1991 and was

mounted on the axis of the global capitalist

institutions. Atal Bihari Vajpayee had expressed

happiness at that time saying that the

Congress has now taken up the work of RSS/

BJP. This is a direct result of the same spindle

change that people who are in the grip of

the pandemic are running post to pillar for

their lives without bed, medicine, oxygen,

ventilators, vaccines, ambulances; The

relatives are not able to perform the last rites

of the dead respectfully; And above this, they

have to face the rains of government lies

fabricated by the RSS/BJP!

Death by pandemic is not new. People

have died and are still dying all over the world.

It is not necessary that people dying like

weeds should be mourned or condoled upon

death. The one who is suffering and dying is

not coming to see, and the suffering of the

family is not going to ease. But why should

this question not be asked that those who

made the noise of “nothing happened in 70

years” have made the condition in 7 years

that the people infected by the pandemic are

dying on the pavements. Family members,

including a large number of women, are

beseeching in front of some one or the other

like beggars. The business is good for black

marketers and corrupt.

The implication of this statement of the

RSS is clear. It states that the priority of the

government is not to deal with the disaster,

but to deal with the critics. It is adamant on

its standpoint that the whole country and the

world should believe that the RSS/BJP

including the prime minister is in fact the

nation. The statement further suggests that

one should always think positively towards it.

Criticizing it even in the worst phase of

pandemic is a conspiracy. Needless to say,

that not only does the RSS has an anti-

democracy mindset, it also reveals the truth

that the source of human compassion is

pushed into oblivion in fundamentalist

ideologies/organizations.

(The writer teaches Hindi at Delhi

University)

Courtesy Counter Currents, 7 May

2021.
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Twitter Gives Millions to “Welfare Wing”
of India’s RSS Paramilitary

Sewa International gets $2.5 million despite ties to militant Hindu nationalist group

Pieter Friedrich

Twitter CEO Jack Dorsey, who on 10 May

2021 announced a $2.5 million donation to Sewa

International, must have missed journalist Neha

Dixit’s viral tweet, published a week earlier,

urging Non-Resident Indians (NRIs) not to

support the controversial nonprofit organization

because “they work as the welfare wing of

RSS.”

As COVID-19 ravages India, Sewa

International recently announced its plan to raise

$10 million for medical equipment to support the

country’s struggle against the virus. Meanwhile,

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi — a

member of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh

(RSS), the paramilitary which gave birth to the

ruling Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party

— faces scathing international criticism for his

regime’s apparent indifference to and

outrageous mishandling of the COVID crisis.

Yet, just weeks after Modi’s regime ordered

Twitter to censor tweets critical of his pandemic

policy, the social media giant now, ironically,

plans to pour millions into the coffers of an RSS-

BJP affiliate which has been accused of

funneling international funding to “racist and

anti-Muslim” groups in India.

“I am satisfied that Sewa International is a

front for controversial militant Hindu

organisations,” said British Lord Adam Patel in

August 2002. As a patron of the nonprofit, Patel

had helped it raise relief funds for victims of a

2001 earthquake in Gujarat. Yet he resigned in

disgust — “I very much regret ever having been

part of this racist organisation,” he declared —

after an earthquake of a different nature shook

Gujarat immediately after Modi became chief

minister of the state in February 2002.

The 2002 Gujarat Pogrom left thousands of

Muslims dead. The RSS-BJP, reported Human

Rights Watch, were “the groups most directly

responsible” for the violence. The

RSS, explained UK human rights outfit Awaaz

South Asia Watch, follows a “supremacist

ideology called Hindutva” which was “formed in

the 1920s and 1930s,” was “influenced by

Fascism and Nazism,” and teaches that India

should be an “exclusive Hindu nation-state.” In

a 2004 exposé, Awaaz claimed that Sewa

International’s “main purpose is to raise funds

for and support a distinct family of organizations

associated with the extremist RSS.”

Madhukar Deoras, third chief of the RSS,

founded Sewa Bharati in 1989 as a service — or

welfare—wing of the paramilitary. Sewa

International was subsequently launched,

states the nonprofit’s website, “to engage the

Indian Diaspora (NRI) worldwide.” The US

branch — the recipient of Twitter’s largesse —

was registered in 2003 to, it says, to serve as

part of the “larger movement that started in India

in 1989” under Deoras. “Rashtriya Sewa

Bhar[a]ti and Sewa International both are part

of the same non-profit organisation affiliated to
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RSS,” explained right-wing Indian media outlet

OpIndia in May 2021. “While Rashtriya Sewa

Bhar[a]ti operates nationally, Sewa International

has volunteers working both in the US and India,

coordinating the work of raising funds.”

According to Awaaz, both organizations “are

dedicated to building a Hindu nation based on

Hindu extremist ideas, glorifying the RSS,

recruiting for the RSS and expanding RSS

physical and ideological training cells (shakhas)

in India.”

Sewa International, reported historians Walter

Andersen and Shridhar Damle, is “managed

mainly” by “activists” of the Hindu

Swayamsevak Sangh (HSS), the international

wing of the RSS. Outside of India, the nonprofit

is chaired by Ramesh Bhutada. An industrialist

based in Houston, Texas, Bhutada also serves

as vice-president of HSS-USA and has worked

closely with Overseas Friends of the BJP USA

(OFBJP-USA) — the American wing of the BJP,

which is now registered as a foreign agent — to

help get Modi elected in 2014.

Sewa International’s board also includes HSS

Global Coordinator Saumitra Gokhale. In 1995,

while in India, Gokhale reportedly served as

a pracharak (full-time officer) of the RSS. In

2012, he and Bhutada helped host RSS’s Suresh

Joshi — who recently retired as the paramilitary’s

second-in-command on a six-week tour of HSS

shakhas in the US. “For our activities outside of

Bharat [India], the source of inspiration remains

the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh,” he

later saidat a presentation in California.

In July 2020, Gokhale gave the concluding

remarks at a Sewa International conference

where Arun Kankani was announced as the

nonprofit’s new president. Kankani — an

employee of Bhutada’s Star Pipe Products —

has a long track record of involvement with the

RSS-affiliated family of organizations known as

the Sangh Parivar. In 2010, for instance,

he joined a Houston delegation to attend an HSS-

RSS summit in India; in 2019, he keynoted an HSS

conference in Houston.

When Kankani became president of Sewa

International, the nonprofit suggested it was

because he had proved his worth serving as head

of operations for the team that organized the

September 2019 “Howdy Modi” mega-reception

in Houston. Bhutada and several members of

his close family also took a leading role in

organizing the controversial event, as did Sewa

International (Houston) President Gitesh Desai.

In January 2014, Desai introduced Bhutada

at an OFBJP-USA event organized to support

Modi’s election. “To make a strong India,

Narendra Modi and the BJP are the right

vehicles,” said Bhutada. Detailing plans to

organize up to 10,000 volunteers in the US to

campaign for Modi, he described how he was

coordinating closely with BJP in India. One of

those volunteers was Desai himself, who joined

a team of so-called ”volunteers turned political

warriors” to travel from Texas to India to serve

as boots on the ground for Modi. In parting

remarks to the political warriors, Bhutada told

them it was “the moment to pay our debt to our

motherland.”

After Modi won in May 2014,

Bhutada argued that his “upbringing in the culture

of RSS is an asset” and praised his “RSS training”

as the reason for his success. When Modi won

re-election in May 2019, Bhutada and Desai both

spoke in his honor at a victory party in Houston.

“There is no leader better than Prime Minister

Narendra Modi ji with vision and mission to lead

India in the 21st century,” declared Desai.

Sewa’s leadership — aside from Desai,

Kankani, Gokhale, and Bhutada — also includes

at least a half-dozen directors and advisors who

are apparently either HSS executives in the US

or long-time activists with the RSS in India or

both.

Advisor Yashwant Pathak is a

former RSS pracharak who has been described

as a joint coordinator for HSS. Honorary board

member Radheshyam Dwivedi, who reportedly
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joined the RSS in 1947, is a former president of

HSS-USA. Both Pathak and Dwivedi have

regularly spoken at RSS summits alongside senior

Sangh Parivar leadership. Manohar Shinde, a

director, has been described as “an RSS-trained

man who was one of the founders of the HSS”

and reportedly maintains close ties to the BJP

regime in India.

Sewa International’s sentiments towards the

Hindu supremacist paramilitary are no secret.

Its sympathies were further exposed when,

in 2017, the nonprofit opened its annual

report with a glowing commemoration of the late

RSS pracharak K Suryanarayan Rao. Praising

the 70-year veteran of the RSS (who died in

November 2016) as “a visionary,” the report

explained that Rao was both inspired by the vision

of first RSS chief, KB Hedgewar, as well as

“deeply influenced by the ideological,

philosophical and spiritual stance” of second RSS

chief, MS Golwalkar.

The RSS’s “cardinal principle,” Rao once said,

is the belief that India is a Hindu Rashtra (nation).

“It is our life breath,” he proclaimed. “RSS is

convinced that only when every person in this

country realises that he is after all part and parcel

of this Hindu Rashtra, this nation can progress,

standing up as one man.”

Rao’s vision mirrored Golwalkar’s. The vision

Golwalkar spoke of, however, explicitly included

an India where minorities were stripped of

citizenship if they refused to glorify it as a Hindu

nation. Golwalkar, the longest-serving and most

notorious of the six chiefs the RSS has had to

date, was inspired and influenced by Hitler’s

Germany and Mussolini’s Italy. Describing non-

Hindus in India as “threats,” “foreign,” and even

traitorous, he suggested they should be stripped

of citizenship. Praising Hitler’s “purging” of the

Jews as “race pride manifested at its highest,”

he concluded that the Nazi dictator’s racial policy

was a “good lesson” from which to profit.

Nearly 100 years after the RSS’s founding in

1925, its political wing, the BJP, is now attempting

to weather a public relations crisis alongside the

raging healthcare crisis; yet the RSS-BJP, no

stranger to controversy, refuses to miss the

chance to turn the situation to its advantage even

as COVID tears across India.

In March 2020, India’s first lockdown

extinguished the pressure of mounting protests

against the regime’s Citizenship Amendment Act;

now, as the regime loses control of the virus, it

has diverted growing international pressure away

from the ongoing farmers protest. Meanwhile,

as local administrations empower the RSS by

partnering with it for COVID relief efforts, the

paramilitary’s members have gotten special

passes and sometimes even police powers.

Furthermore, when Sewa International gets

showcased as a role model relief organization,

the Sangh Parivar as a whole reaps huge public

relations dividends — especially as the

organization is granted global legitimacy in the

form of, for example, a multi-million dollar

donation from Twitter.

As Twitter offers millions to Sewa

International despite its links to a violent, Hindu

nationalist, and literally Nazi-inspired paramilitary,

humanitarians everywhere can only hope that Jack

Dorsey might be persuaded to listen to reason

and reconsider financing the welfare wing of the

RSS.

Pieter Friedrich is
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Hearted: A Struggle for Human Dignity in

the Indian Subcontinent. Discover more by
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Criminal betrayal of the martyrs of India’s First

War of Independence 1857 by the Indian rulers
Shamsul Islam

Now it is almost 170 years that people of this country; men, women, children belonging

to all religions, regions and strata rose in revolt from Kashmir to Madras and Sylhet to

the borders of Afghanistan. Today if Indians have forgotten about this glorious saga of

commitment and sacrifices for the liberation of India can be forgiven in absence of the

contemporary narratives. But what independent India did to obliterate the memories of

this great War immediately after independence on August 15, 1947, when only 90 years

had elapsed to this great War, could only be described as criminal.

It is true that we spent crores of rupees

in celebrating the 100th 150th anniversaries

of the War but did not bother to revive the

common heritage of the joint martyrdoms of

this glorious struggle. Earlier, the first

education minister of the independent India,

Abul Kalam Azad organized a team of

renowned historians to compile the list of

pan-Indian martyrs of the War but it was

abandoned. On the eve of 150th anniversary

Indian Council of Historical produced

volumes with details of martyrs which

unfortunately not available now.

True, these were worthy deeds but the

issue was not only of chronicling the

sacrifices but how to undo the injustice done

to the liberation warriors who not only lost

their lives but all their properties were

confiscated and given to Indian stooges who

helped the foreign rulers with all kinds of

human and non-human resources for

suppressing the mutiny. 

We cannot overlook the fact that Indians

lost this War despite mass upsurge and

support. The perusal of the contemporary

documents makes it clear that it was due to

the Indian stooges that we lost this War.

Reasons are not difficult to find out. Kaye was

forthright in his conclusion that these were

princes who helped the British in recapturing
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India after 1857 revolt. According to him.

“It was one of the most curious

characteristics of the mutiny-war, that

although the English were supposed to be

fighting against the native races, they were

in reality sustained and supported by the

Natives of the country, and could not have

held their own for a day without the aid of

those whom we hated as our national

enemies.”

William Russell, war correspondent in one

of the dispatches (May 9, 1858) wrote that

“Our siege of Delhi, would have been

quite impossible, if the rajahs [sic] of Patiala

and of Jhind (now known as Jind in

Haryana) had not been our friends, and if the

Sikhs had not recruited (in) our battalions, and

remained quite in Punjab. The Sikhs at

Lucknow did good service…as our armies

were attended and strengthened by them in

the field”

It is to be noted here that when Russell

referred to Sikhs, it did not mean common

Sikhs but the Sikh rulers of Punjab. Moreover,

these were not the only rulers who came to

sub-serve the interest of the British masters

when the latter were on the verge of losing

India. The rulers of Kashmir, Hyderabd,

Gwalior, Nabha, Kapurthala, Udaipur, Jaipur,

Alwar, Kotah, Bhopal, Pataudi and hundreds

others joined the bandwagon of the British

imperialism in the War.

Sir Charles Aitchison, who played a

leading role in suppressing ‘Mutiny’ not only

hailed the crucial contribution of such stooge

princes in winning India in the following

words:

“The Native States rendered priceless

service in the day of our distress…Speaking

in the fullness of his gratitude; Lord Canning

[the Governor General] described them as

‘breakwaters to the storm, which would

otherwise have swept over us in one great

wave.’ ‘The safety of our rule is increased,’

he wrote, ‘not diminished, by the

maintenance of Native Chiefs well affected

to us…And should the day come when India

shall be threatened by an external enemy, or

when the interests of England elsewhere may

require that her Eastern Empire shall incur

more than ordinary risk, one of our best

mainstays will be found in these Native

States.’”

Nana Saheb’ the great commander of the

revolutionary army who continued fighting till

1858 in the Terai (foothill) region between

India and Nepal and died there in a letter

[dated 7th Sudi of Kartik, Samvat 1915

(1858) addressed to the Indians wrote:

“This was the defeat of the entire country

not mine (alone)…I lived and fought for the

country’s freedom. These wicked princes for

their own selfish ends have handed over the

country to the British otherwise the Firanghis

[sic] were no match for us.”

The post-1857 era witnessed an India in

which only those princely states survived

which either had worked as the stooges of

the colonial masters in this War or were

pardoned by the British. The entire lot of

nationalists who challenged the foreign rule

was ruthlessly suppressed. Most of them died

fighting or were hanged; their families

banished and their estates confiscated and

handed over to the loyal princes.

On the eve of independence the first

decision which independent India’s sovereign

government should have taken must have

been to return the properties of the families

of the martyrs which were confiscated and

given as rewards to the Indian stooges. The

whole nation knows how the descendants of

these revolutionaries including those

belonging to princely families lived life of

penury, hunger and died miserable deaths,

unknown.  Out of thousands, here are few

examples of gross and criminal injustice

which needed immediate redressal but we
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kept mum as a State and nation.

According to the contemporary British

gazetteers the estates of Raja of Gonda and

Rani of Tulsipur,

“were confiscated and conferred as

rewards upon Maharaja Drigbijai Singh of

Balrampur and Sir Man Singh of Ajodhya”.

Scindhia of Gwalior who helped the

British greatly in defeating Rani Laxmi Bai

and Nana and their killings, as per the

contemporary British gazetteer

 ”For his services in the mutiny lands

worth 3 lakhs a year revenue were made

over to him, while he was allowed to

increase his infantry from 3,000 to 5,000 men

and his artillery from 32 to 36 guns.”

We come to know again through a

contemporary British gazetteer that,

“Wazir Muhammad Khan, who, during the

Mutiny, repulsed with comparatively few men

an attack made on the Tonk fort by the

combined forces of Nawab of Banda and

Tantia Topi [sic]. For these services, his

salute was raised from 15 to 17 guns…”

Ruler of Patiala who as an ally of the

British played a  prominent role in crushing

rebellion in Haryana, Delhi, Oudh received

huge ‘inaam’,

“After 1857 Narendra Singh’s splendid

services were rewarded with the gift of

sovereign rights in the Narnaul division of the

forfeited State of the Jhajjar Nawab,

assessed at a revenue of two lakhs on

condition of political and military support in

times of general danger or disturbance. He

was also permitted to purchase the Kanaud

pargana  of Jhajjar and the taluka of

Khamaon in perpetual sovereignty in

liquidation of loans advanced to the British

Government during the Mutiny. In addition,

the Maharaja was granted administrative

jurisdiction over Bhadaur, and the right of

escheats and reversion to lapsed estates

therein, receiving the annual sum of Rs.

5,265, previously paid into the Imperial

treasury by the Bhadaur Sardars. Narendra

Singh was made a K.C.S.I., in 1861…”

Likewise, Raja Randhir Singh of

Kapurthala State who helped the British to

crush rebellion in Delhi and Oudh

“was rewarded with a grant of the two

confiscated estates of Bundi and Bithauli, in

the Bharaich and Bara Banki districts in

Oudh, yielding a rental of Rs. 4,35,000. His

brother, Kunwar Bikrama Singh, who had

accompanied the Raja to Oudh, was given a

portion of the Akauna estate in Bharaich,

yielding Rs. 45,000 a year. The Raja of

Kapurthala stood fifth in order of precedence

among the chiefs of the Punjab. He was

entitled to a salute of eleven guns, and to

receive a return visit from the Viceroy.”

The Pataudi family too was rewarded for

services rendered during the mutiny.

“He [nawab of Pataudi] also took an

active part in the suppression of a rising in

the Bahora pargana of Gurgaon, organized by

one Tula Ram, grandson of Rao Tej Singh of

Rewari; and his troops were present on the

side of order at the action outside Jaurasi,

which lasted for two days… Pataudi ranks

seventeenth in order of precedence amongst

the Native States of the Punjab, and the

chief is entitled to be received by the

Viceroy.”

The British rulers were grateful to Jodhpur

Raja when stated:

“The Maharaja [Takht Singh of Jodhpur]

did good service during the Mutiny. He was

entitled for a salute of 17 guns. Takht Singh

died in 1873, when he was succeeded by

eldest son, Jaswant Singh…He was created

a GCSI in 1875 and subsequently his salute

was raised first to 19, and next to 21 guns.”

The Pawayan [in Shahjahanpur] was ruled

by a notorious British stooge, Raja Jagannath

Singh when 1857 happened. In a gut-

wrenching treachery he invited the leading
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commander of the rebellion Maulvi

Ahmedullah Shah posing as supporter of the

War. However, when Maulvi reached his

palace in the evening he was beheaded by

Jagannath’s brother Baldeo Singh. The

British had announced a prize of 50 thousand

pieces of silver for beheading the Maulvi. He

presented Maulvi’s severed head same night

to the British commander of the area and

received cash ‘inaam’ as reward. In his

absence the rebel forces including under the

command of Nana and Hazrat Mahal lost

important battle and revolutionary rule in

Rohilkhand came to an end. The decadents

of this criminal family became legislators,

ministers both at the Stat and central levels.

This is how we paid homage to 1857 martyrs!

Apart from these stooges, rulers of Dhar,

Bhopal, Nizam, Ratlam, Alwar, Jaipur,

Jodhpur, Jammu, Rewa, Ayodhya, Rampur

and hundreds other were rewarded for

suppressing the mutiny. It must be noted that

in 20th century most of these pro-British

native rulers became patrons and financiers

of communal-fascist organizations like Hindu

Mahasabha, Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh

and the Muslim League. They provided

sanctuaries to these anti-national

organizations. Many-many of these kept on

ruling free India; we saw the spectacle of

the family members of the stooges enjoying

power as chief ministers, ministers,

Governors in an independent India. They

continued enjoying the benefits of estates

which were confiscated from the rebels and

awarded to their families by the British.

The sovereign Republic of India shamed

itself on the eve of independence and

continues to do so by not remembering the

13 women sheroes [Author is using the term

‘shero/sheroes for female martyrs of the

liberation War as according to the

dictionaries word ‘hero’ means a “man who

exhibits great bravery” which is not gender

neutral and conveys the faulty wisdom that

only man can be brave.] from Thana

Bhawan, situated in Muzaffar Nagar district

(now in western Uttar Pradesh about 130

kms from Delhi) belonging to different

religions and Castes who hanged together or

burnt alive for taking up arms against the

repressive British rule. The rulers showed

criminal indifference to the women martyrs

namely, Asghari Begum, Asha Devi,

Bhagwati Devi, Habeeba, Mam Kaur, Umda,

Raj Kaur, Inder Kaur,  Bkhtawari, Jamila,

Rahimi, Bhagwani and Beebee. All these

names were available in the contemporary

British gazetteers.

The Indian rulers did not bother to save

as memorial the trees known as KALA

AMB [black mango], these trees spread in

almost every part of India, specially, North

India, had nothing to do with fruit mango but

were the trees where the British rulers

hanged thousands of revolutionaries for

joining the liberation War during 1857-1859.

Most of these have been removed or

withered away. In fact, not only rulers but

we all joined hands in obliterating these

symbols of great resistance and sacrifices

against the White rule.   

By forgetting the heritage of the War

1857; the heritage of religious unity and unity

of all the struggling masses against loot and

imperialism. The ruling classes, acting

criminally, let the polity slip down to the

present sorry state of affairs when India is

devastated by the forces of religious bigotry,

intolerance, Casteism and ruthlessness.  

How heartless was independent India that

we even did not try to locate the final resting

places of heroes and sheroes of the War of

1857 like, Rani of Tulsipur, Zeenat Mahal,

Azeemullah Khan, Nana Saheb, General

Bakht Khan and many of their comrades

who died in Nepal.

  11 May, 2021.
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Tribute:

  ‘I Practice Law, not Extortion’: Soli Sorabjee

A super spreader of smiles and good cheer

Meera Dewan

Former colleague Tasneem Ahmadi sums up

the inimitable Soli Sorabjee success formula.

During briefing on a matter involving huge stakes,

Mr. Sorabjee was advised to raise his fees

accordingly. Not an unknown practice. His

response: ‘I practice law, not extortion.’

Indeed, elaborates Ahmadi, the credibility and

ethics of India’s two-time Attorney General were

of such high repute that when he argued a case,

placing facts before the court, judges thought it

immaterial to refer to supporting documents.

Could a judge pay a higher compliment to a

lawyer?

Reinforcing this faith, retired Supreme Court

Judge Justice Madan Lokur recalls: “When Soli

stated a fact, you trusted it was on the record

and when he referred to a precedent, you knew

that his exposition of the law was correct. Judges

would blindly trust him - absolutely no question

of misleading the court to score a point. A true

officer of the court.”

During his two terms as AG, whenever

petitions against the Union of India came up,

lawyers hoped Soli himself would appear on

behalf of the Government, recalls Ahmadi. They

understood he was so inherently fair and

principled that he would fearlessly inform the

Supreme Court the position taken by the Union

of India was unjustified, if required. Expectedly,

a precedent to be upheld, then and more so now.

Away from the inevitable hostile environs of

courtrooms, Soli’s own room, at India

International Centre or at his home, served as

perhaps the original unofficial mediation chamber.

Here he would preside centre stage, a fair

ombudsman, ear to the left and then to the right,

absorbing multiple accusations and dreaming up

creative suggestions and solutions. Many an out

of court settlement would have been clinched

here, over pleasantries and cups of tea, some

turned cold during heated moments.

Even when he served as Attorney General,

Soli Sorabjee 
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he was probably the busiest go-to pro-bono

lawyer. He found the time, patience and

commitment to placate and satisfy warring parties,

some of whom were once close-knit families or

professional colleagues, within a short time.

Perhaps his passion for fair play and his personal

charm showed the way.

More often than not, it was here that he

probably practiced best his self-declared denial

of not being an extortionist. His size of his pro-

bono clientele was in alignment with the size of

his heart. Single mothers denied child visitation

rights; abused elderly; dysfunctional families;

violent partners; siblings locked in rivalries;

exploited tenants or workers: his community of

the Vulnerable.

Today they are united by a single link, the

person who helped restore justice to them. They

mourn his loss in isolation, individually, though with

a shared sense of gratitude interrupted by

inevitable smiles in memory.

Justice Lokur recalls how he, when a “rookie

lawyer”, perfected the art of presenting a

comprehensive brief from Soli, his senior.

Decades later, in smooth role reversals, Soli

would stand in the courtroom in complete

deference before now-”His Lordship.”

Perhaps the court time saved in not having to

shuffle paper during his perfected briefs was put

to more creative use: in exchanging witticisms

and in observing the Senior Advocate’s body

language. His individualistic mannerisms would

come handy later on, during the mandatory

mimicry sessions.

Here too, he was fair: “I mimic you, you mimic

me.” He was of course the best judge of his

own stance, guiding the performances of his legal

colleagues. “On occasion he would point out

where others had gone wrong - for example, the

slight shrug of his own shoulders or bobbing up

and down on his toes while arguing a case,” recalls

Justice Lokur. Soli, also the spreader of smiles

and good cheer.

These rehearsals of performances with the

baton in good hands were perhaps a nod to the

refrains of his favourite Benny Goodman number:

“All of me; Why not take all of me?” He practiced

jazz as seriously as he practiced law. He

perceived the comparable principles of

improvisation both are based upon: no extensive

or extraneous notes, legal or musical. Just

expressing the inner voice in all integrity and

creativity.

Often at a Jazz concert, he might give in to

an uncontrollable urge to grab the mike and break

into song: “Can’t you see I’m no good without

you?”

During these spontaneous outbursts, in his

own vision, he could be paying tribute to one or

more of his multiple loves: the origins of jazz in

New Orleans; the painful longings within the

chords of Black protest music; a serenade to

someone special who just came to mind.

It might have been his anthem to the

Constitution of India or a shabad for the victims

of 1984 Sikh riots. More recently, it was perhaps

a slogan for the students of JNU, on whose behalf

he spoke up.

Prior to the high quality lectures he regularly

organized, Soli would personally curate even the

soft music in the background, putting the audience

in the right frame, as they streamed into the

auditorium. For the dinner to follow, he believed

in democratic consultations over important

matters like the menu, including for reasons

unknown, with cordon bleu challenged people like

myself.

Fortunately, I could buy two illustrated recipe

books and mostly did not need to go beyond the

“A” in the index of ingredients, asparagus and

avocado being among his favourites. Vijay, the

chef good naturedly feigned approval, though

later came up with his own improved and varied

versions on the table. Those cookbooks will gather

dust, feeling neglected now.

In a well-timed public address in 2002,

Soli had stated “If there is a systematic and

( To be Contd....on Page - 42)
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Further evidence in case against Indian activists
accused of terrorism was planted, new report says

Niha Masih and Joanna Slater

NEW DELHI — An unknown hacker

planted more than 30 documents that

investigators deemed incriminating on a laptop

belonging to an Indian activist accused of

terrorism, a new forensic analysis finds,

indicating a more extensive use of malicious

software than previously revealed.

The report will heighten concerns about the

controversial prosecution of a group of

government critics under Prime Minister

Narendra Modi.

Arsenal Consulting, a Massachusetts-based

digital forensics firm, examined an electronic

copy of the laptop at the request of defense

lawyers. The Washington Post reviewed a copy

of the report.

A previous analysis by Arsenal, which The

Washington Post reported in February, found

that 10 letters had been deposited on the laptop,

including one that discussed an alleged plot to

assassinate Modi. The latest report by Arsenal

finds that 22 additional documents were also

delivered to the computer by the same

attacker.

The documents — now totaling 32 — have

been cited by law enforcement as evidence

against a group of activists accused of working

with a banned Maoist militant group that has

waged a decades-old insurgency against the

Indian state.

Known as the Bhima Koregaon case, the

prosecution is considered a bellwether for the

rule of law in India. Human rights groups and

legal experts view the case as an effort by the

government to clamp down on critics.

The space for dissent has diminished in

Modi’s India, where journalists, activists and

members of nongovernmental organizations

have faced arrest and harassment.

The activists accused in the case deny the

charges against them. They include a

prominent academic, a labor lawyer, a leftist

poet, a Jesuit priest and two singers. All are

advocates for the rights of the country’s most

disadvantaged communities and vocal

opponents of the ruling party. Many of them

have been jailed for nearly three years as they

await trial.

The two reports by Arsenal focus on a

laptop belonging to Rona Wilson, a Delhi-based

activist. In February, lawyers for Wilson

submitted the first report to a court in Mumbai

and urged the judges to dismiss the charges

against their client. The court is expected to

hold a hearing on the petition.

Jaya Roy, a spokeswoman for the National

Investigation Agency (NIA), the anti-terrorism

authority overseeing the case against the

activists, said an analysis by a government

forensic laboratory did not indicate that the

laptop had been compromised by malware. She

did not provide details on how the laboratory

reached that conclusion.

“Our investigation is complete,” Roy said.

The NIA cannot revisit “any evidence based

on a private lab’s report.”

The Washington Post asked three experts

on malware and digital forensics in North

America to review Arsenal’s initial report, and

they found its findings valid. A fourth expert

reviewed both reports and said the conclusions

were sound.

In its latest report, Arsenal includes data it

recovered from the laptop showing the attacker

typing commands to deliver documents to a

hidden folder. It’s the equivalent of a

“videotape of someone committing the crime,”

said Mark Spencer, Arsenal’s president.



29THE RADICAL HUMANISTJune 2021

Arsenal has so far conducted its work on

the reports on a pro bono basis, Spencer said.

Founded in 2009, Arsenal performs computer

forensic analysis for companies, law firms and

government agencies, and it has provided

expert testimony in cases such as the Boston

Marathon bombing.

In the Indian case, an attacker used

NetWire, a commercially available form of

malware, to compromise Wilson’s laptop for

nearly two years starting in 2016, Arsenal said.

The latest report shows that 22 additional

documents were placed in a hidden folder on

Wilson’s computer. They include details of

purported meetings of Maoist militants, alleged

correspondence with Maoist leaders and details

of funds received by the banned group.

Two other files were stored in a folder on

the Windows drive of the laptop. Unlike the

other 22 files, Arsenal could not confirm they

were delivered specifically by NetWire. But it

found no evidence of any legitimate interaction

with the documents and called their location in

an unrelated application folder “suspicious.”

Arsenal’s “step-by-step” explanation of

how the 22 documents were delivered is very

clear and experts in the field “would draw all

the same conclusions” based on that data, said

Kevin Ripa, president of the Grayson Group

of Companies and an expert in digital

forensics.

The compromising of Wilson’s computer

was just one element of a larger malware

campaign. The same attacker also targeted his

co-defendants, Arsenal said. Eight people

seeking to help the activists, too, received

emails with malicious links that deployed

NetWire, according to a report from Amnesty

International.

Several of the same domain names and

Internet protocol addresses were used to

target both the activists and their associates.

Most of the IP addresses are assigned to

HostSailor, a web-hosting and virtual private

server company whose website indicates it is

based in the United Arab Emirates. HostSailor

declined to respond to requests for comment

on whether it was aware of the reports or had

taken any action in response to them.

The case against the activists has its origins

in a clash that unfolded on Jan. 1, 2018, in a

village known as Bhima Koregaon following a

memorial event celebrated by Dalits, who

occupy the lowest rung in India’s caste

hierarchy. The investigation into the violence,

which left one dead, rapidly expanded into a

wider probe of conspiracy against the Indian

state.

The authorities alleged that the clash was

linked to the Communist Party of India

(Maoist), a banned militant group based

primarily in the forests of central India. Earlier

this month, 22 security personnel were killed

in an apparent ambush by militants, the worst

such incident in nearly four years.

The most recent activist to be jailed in the

Bhima Koregaon case is an 83-year-old Jesuit

priest named Stan Swamy. He is the oldest

person in India to be arrested on terrorism

charges. Swamy suffers from Parkinson’s

disease and requires help to bathe and write

letters, said Joseph Xavier, a priest and close

friend. Swamy has spent more than six months

in jail during the coronavirus pandemic.

Swamy lives in Jharkhand, one of the

poorest states in India, where he works for

the rights of Indigenous tribal communities. He

has spearheaded campaigns challenging the

acquisition of tribal land and the detentions of

tribal youths on flimsy or no evidence. In a

video recorded before he was arrested, Swamy

said he and other activists were being targeted

because they had “expressed their dissent or

raised questions” about India’s ruling party.

On a recent phone call from jail, Swamy’s

chief concern was the well-being of his

colleagues and the organization he ran, Xavier

said. Even in moments of hardship or pain,



        June 202130 THE RADICAL HUMANIST

Swamy “will not complain,” his friend said.

“That is the kind of person he is.”

Niha Masih  is

an India - based

correspondent for The

Washington Post based

in New Delhi. Before

joining The Post in 2019,

she reported on politics,

conflict and religious fundamentalism in India

for Hindustan Times and New Delhi Television

(NDTV).

Joanna Slater is the

India bureau chief for The

Washington Post. Prior to

joining The Post, she was

a foreign correspondent

for the Globe & Mail in the

United States and Europe

and a reporter for the Wall Street Journal. Her
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Gyanvapi Mosque: Yet Another Headlong
March into an Unknowable Past

There’s a push to rake up new disputes over worship sites.
The propaganda machine is now after Aurangzeb.

Ram Puniyani

Some recent developments are both alarming

and significant for Indian citizens. First, a District

Court in Varanasi has directed the Archeological

Survey of India (ASI) to conduct a study of the

Gyanvapi mosque in Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh.

Second, the Supreme Court is reportedly ready

to reconsider the Places of Worship (Special

Provisions) Act, 1991. According to this act, all

worship sites have to maintain the status quo as

during Independence. In brief, this law sought

to foreclose all disputes over religious sites,

except the Babri mosque in Ayodhya, by

preserving their character. It means all pending

disputes over worship sites would abate.

When the demolition of the Babri mosque

was going on in December 1992, the war-cry

of Hindutva footsoldiers was: “Ye to keval jhanki

hai, Kashi-Mathura baki hain— Babri is just the

beginning, Kashi and Mathura are next.” The

Babri dispute had dragged on for decades. Rath

yatras and other religio-political campaigns

fuelled violence, created hatred towards the

Muslim minority, and widened the gulf between

religious communities.

The basis of the Hindutva campaign around

Babri was that at the “birthplace of Lord Rama”

was a temple that Mughal ruler Babar

“destroyed” to build a mosque. Though factually

incorrect and unproven, these claims spread far

and wide, particularly in the northern states. On

the Gyanvapi Mosque in Varanasi, there is

evidence of a temple broken to build the mosque

is said to exist. So, the question arises, what is it

that the ASI hopes to “study”? It seems that

after Babar, the alleged destroyer of the temple

at Ayodhya, the propaganda machine is now

after Aurangzeb. 

For a long time, Aurangzeb was labelled the

cruellest, most anti-Hindu king, a destroyer of

temples who spread Islam by force. What

Aurangzeb did or did not do is no longer the

point: the idea is to derive political mileage for

majoritarian politics by raking up the long-dead

ruler. The more people see Aurangzeb as a cruel

temple-breaker, the more likely is it to forget

that the greatest shehnai player, Ustad Bismillah

Khan, devoted his immortal music to Hindu

gods! The aim is to demonise the Muslim

community as a whole and drive an even deeper

wedge between communities. 

For, it is a fact that not all Hindu kings were

benign, nor epitomes of virtue. Nor were all

Muslim kings evil, as the popular ‘historians’ love

to claim these days. Emperor Akbar (reign 1556-

I605 AD), the third Mughal dynasty and Babar’s

grandson, initiated the Sulh-i-Kul, which means

peace for all, and fashioned his Deen-e-Elahi

from what he considered the best features of

every religion. 

A century after Akbar’s death, Dara Shukoh

lost the battle of succession to his brother,

Aurangzeb. Shukoh was a Sanskrit scholar and
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had the Upanishads translated into Persian. His

Majma-ul-Bahrain (meeting of two rivers)

compares India with a vast ocean that came

into being when two great seas, Hinduism and

Islam, met.

Aurangzeb was orthodox and close to the

Ulamas. Yet, he did not destroy the Hindu

temples as a policy. Historian Satish Chandra

points out in his book, Medieval India (2017),

that the Banaras Firmans issued by Aurangzeb

to the Brahmans of Varanasi and Vrindavan

permitted repairs of old Hindu temples.

Aurangzeb did not want new temples to come

up and had some destroyed, though not as many

as some claim. His motives were usually

political—to humiliate rival rulers or punish them

for subversive activities. 

The demolitions of Kashi Vishwanath in 1669

and Keshav Dev Temple in Mathura in 1670

were due to the perception in the court of

Aurangzeb that politically subversive activities

were taking place in them. There was growing

political opposition to Aurangzeb at the time, from

the Jats and the Marathas in particular. The

destruction of temples was a way to punish and

warn dissenters. He aimed to consolidate

political power. 

Maasir-i-Alamgiri by Saki Mustad Khan is

a chronicle of life and events during Aurangzeb’s

rule from 1658 to 1707. The writer, writing within

an Islamic idiom, describes the demotion of the

Kashi Vishwanath temple as a rare and

impossible event. There is no firman of general

destruction of temples by Aurangzeb.

At the same time, firmans indicating he gave

grants to Hindu temples, Brahmans and Maths.

The Guru Ramdas Temple in Dehradun and the

Vaishnav Temple in Vrindavan are two

instances. His donations to the Nath Panthi Jogis

in Sarkar Nagaur, a grant of 100 “pakka bighas”

of land to the Panth Bharati in Pargana Siwana

in Rajasthan are recorded. Another famous

temple that received a grant from Aurangzeb

was the Mahakaleshwar temple in Ujjain.

There are also firmans where Aurangzeb

asks officials not to interfere unduly in matters

related to temples. His grant to the Umananda

temple in Assam and donation of land to

Bhagwant Gossain, a Hindu ascetic, are also

historical records. In Chitrakoot, he donated a

sizeable tract to Mahant Balak Das Nirvani to

support the Balaji Temple. Jangambari in

Varanasi, where Shaivites live, was patronised

by Mughal rulers, and Aurangzeb continued the

tradition.

The right-wing claims that Mughals

destroyed tens of thousands of Hindu and Jaina

temples, but archaeologist Richard Eaton has

contradicted their version. 

Aurangzeb was certainly more orthodox

among his six predecessors and over one dozen

successors who ruled Hindustan from the 1520s

to 1857. However, he is also determinedly seen

through the lens of communal historiography.

There were multiple reasons for donations and

patronage to temples and also for destroying

some of them. Aurangzeb ruled for nearly 49

years, his empire spanning the largest land area

ever.

The communal politics has reaped rich

benefits by raking up Ayodhya, and Kashi seems

to be next. How far can we keep picking up

history as a tool to divide society? Interestingly,

relics that emerged at the site of the razed

mosque in Ayodhya are said to be of Hindu

religious vintage. Closer scrutiny revealed they

were Buddhist relics with carvings similar to

the Ajanta and Ellora. British archaeologist

Patrick Carnegi has said that the Kasauti pillars

of Babri resemble the Buddhist pillars

discovered in Varanasi and other places.

So, where do we go from here? The country

needs to move forward to take care of its poor

and deprived. India needs the Constitution,

equality, and fraternity. The country needs to

respect human rights and work for the material

well-being of all. 

( To be Contd....on Page - 35)
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Shadow lengthens
POLITICS AND PLAY | The ‘Gujarat Model’ has gone national

Ramachandra Guha

 I have been reading a new book on the

Gujarat riots of 2002 titled Undercover: My

Journey Into the Darkness of Hindutva. It

is written by Ashish Khetan, who did some

excellent reporting on the aftermath of the riots,

particularly on the process by which the

perpetrators went unpunished.

Undercover is an important resource for

scholars seeking to understand a bloody

pogrom that occurred two decades ago.

However, it also speaks directly to the present,

since the regime that ruled in that state then is

now in power at the Centre. “In Modi’s

Gujarat,” writes Khetan, “if a bureaucrat or a

police officer wanted to rise up the ranks, he

had to implicate himself fully in the system’s

deceit.” With Narendra Modi as prime minister

and Amit Shah as home minister, this has

become true of the Central government as

well. And not just of bureaucrats and police

officers either. Before 2014, official economic

statistics issued by the Government of India

were admired the world over for their

reliability. Now, scholars don’t trust them

anymore. In every sector, whether economics

or health or education or electoral funding,

deceit and dissembling, rather than truth and

transparency, characterize the behaviour of this

government.

Another consequence of the Gujarat Model

being adopted countrywide has been the

shrinkage of space for debate and dissent. To

quote Khetan again: “Tools honed and

deployed over twelve years in Gujarat are now

being used on a national scale to subvert, harass

and demonise dissent, with critics of Modi

characterised, and often jailed, as opponents

of and threats to the nation.”

To suppress peaceful dissent, the Modi-

Shah regime has resorted to the arbitrary and

excessive use of State power. The police and

the intelligence agencies have been set to work

to arrest individuals without notice, haul them

off to jail, and — once they are safely behind

bars — to begin assembling ‘evidence’ against

them. Last year, the Delhi Police used the

pretext of the February riots to come down

with a savage hand on student leaders and

feminist activists who had nothing to do with

the riots, while refusing even to file FIRs against

top BJP leaders who had openly called for

violence. Of the police’s partisan handling of

the riot cases, Julio Ribeiro wrote: “The patent

injustice of Delhi Police’s approach is what

riles the conscience of this old policeman.”

The malign intent of the State is manifest

in, among other things, the proclivity of the

police to make arrests on weekends, when

courts are closed and lawyers not at hand. It

is also manifest in the regular recourse to the

Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, an

extraordinary harsh piece of legislation whose

offence provisions are (as one legal analyst

writes) “criminally overbroad, excessively

vague, and nothing short of a legislative carte

blanche to state-sponsored violations of

fundamental rights.”

The partisanship of the police, at the Centre

and in the states ruled by the Bharatiya Janata

Party, is demonstrated by the differential

treatment of citizens according to their political

affiliation. A climate activist tweeting in support

of non-violent farmers is sent to jail for sedition;

a politician calling for dissenters to be shot

keeps his cabinet post. In town after town, the

police indulgently look on as rowdy young men

go from locality to locality, demanding that

citizens donate money for a cause that is not
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their own. Vigilantism in support of the BJP is

encouraged by the State even as peaceful

expression by independent voices is met with

imprisonment.

Senior police officers taking orders from

politicians in power is, of course, an old

phenomenon in India. And it occurs in states

not ruled by the BJP too, as the case of

Maharashtra most recently shows. However,

what is especially disturbing in the Modi-Shah

regime is the communalization of the police

force. Again, this is not entirely new — as far

back as the 1980s, the police in several states

of northern India were seen to be softer on

trouble-makers from the majority community

than on trouble-makers from the minority

community.

Now this majoritarian bias seems to have

become more naked and explicit. In an article

in The Indian Express, Vibhuti Narain Rai, a

retired police officer whose integrity matches

that of Julio Ribeiro, writes of a recent series

of attacks by Hindutva mobs on Muslim

homes in Madhya Pradesh. A video of these

attacks caught an “unusual visual of a police

inspector, his head hung in shame with two

Hindutva zealots carrying saffron flags and a

trident”. The inspector was embarrassed and

ashamed, writes Rai, because “he and his

colleagues were forced to watch hooligans

plundering houses, beating hapless men and

women and flaunting flags — all before the

ashen faces of a large contingent of

policemen.”

The visual shocked Rai, who, like Ribeiro,

always wore his own khaki uniform with

honour, seeking to prevent violence before it

occurred regardless of the consequences to

his own professional future. Tragically, there

are ever fewer officers of such courage and

calibre in service anymore. And so, as Rai

sadly writes, “a new unwritten Madhya

Pradesh Police manual has emerged, where

the police are not supposed to resist the

lawbreakers. Rather, it facilitates the thugs by

making sufferers leave their houses to take

refuge.”

In his book, Ashish Khetan writes of Gujarat

under Modi that “[n]o government institution,

no organ of the state was untouched by

communal bias. The Gujarat police fabricated

evidence...” The communalism of State

agencies at the Central level has intensified

since May 2014; and so have bribery and

coercion in politics. Money and control of the

State apparatus have always had a role in

Indian politics; but never, before 2014, such a

defining and determining role. The Election

Commission’s scheduling of polls in different

states is alleged to be influenced by the

campaigning preferences of the ruling party.

The misuse of the Central Bureau of

Investigation and the Enforcement Directorate

to harass political opponents was not unknown

in Congress times, but the BJP has taken it to

a different level altogether. The tiny Union

territory of Puducherry was only the latest in

a series of states and UTs where Opposition

governments were made to fall by the threat

of State power and the deep pockets of the

BJP working in combination. And as this

column was being drafted, the family of a

leading Opposition politician in Tamil Nadu was

raided, while in Assam a BJP minister

threatened a political rival that the National

Investigation Agency would be let loose on him.

That both states are now witnessing assembly

elections is not at all a coincidence.

In their quest for total power in Gujarat,

Modi and Shah had three sets of allies: a

committed civil service and police force, a

pliant and propagandist media, and a submissive

judiciary. (Of the courts of Gujarat, Khetan

writes of how he experienced at first hand “the

nadir of our criminal justice system, a

subversion of what justice means and should

mean to ordinary citizens”.) In their quest for

total power in India, Modi and Shah have taken
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recourse to the same methods. They have had

slightly less success, so far, for three reasons:

first, several major states are not ruled by the

BJP; second, although the major Hindi

newspapers and most English and Hindi TV

channels cravenly follow the party line, a few

English newspapers and websites are still

independent; third, although the courts have

been timid and weak (especially on such

matters as granting bail), there is the

occasional judge standing up for individual

rights and freedom of expression.

However, the overall direction of what Modi

and Shah want, and where India is currently

headed, is clear. To quote Ashish Khetan one

last time: “Majoritarian rule untrammelled by

law; the veneer of democracy minus the

substance of constitutionalism... the constant

undermining of minorities, particularly Muslims;

the impunity for Hindu right-wing rioters as

opposed to the harsh treatment, including

unjustified arrests and imprisonment, meted out

to those deemed to be on the opposing

ideological side; the persecution of activists and

human rights organisations; the misuse and

abuse of institutional and judicial processes to

target political opponents and dissidents—the

systematic manner in which Modi exploits the

power of the state to crush any opposition, the

sheer scale of state persecution... is without

precedent in India.”

A society in which one fears rather than

trusts the police, where one cannot always

expect judges to act fearlessly and without

favour, where one’s innocence or guilt can be

determined by what religion you belong to or

which political party you vote for or fund —

such are the consequences of the ‘Gujarat

Model’ going national. We are, in institutional

terms, farther away from the ideals of the

Constitution than at any time since the

Emergency of 1975-77 and, in social and moral

terms, farther away than any time since the

adoption of the Constitution on January 26, 1950

itself.

ramachandraguha@yahoo.in

Courtesy The Telegraph, 10. 04. 21.
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A note whether it has also been published elsewhere or is being sent exclusively for the RH
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Articles/Reports for The Radical Humanist

- Mahi Pal Singh, Editor, The Radical Humanist

Raking up history, which by its very

nature is about versions and interpretations,

is of no use. India needs to redefine which

sites it considers holy: just religious sites or

our education and health institutions. There

is a need to keep the 1991 law intact and

forget about raking up fresh disputes over

matters from the far-off past. 

The author is a social activist and

commentator. The views are personal

Courtesy NewsClick, 18 Apr 2021.
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Gyanvapi Mosque: Yet Another...
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US cyber forensics firm, Arsenal Consulting has released a second report reaffirming the

planting of ‘incriminating documents’ into Rona Wilson’s (a co-accused in the case) computer

through use of an external malware. Crucially, one of the incriminating documents relied upon by

the prosecution against Sudha Bharadwaj was found on Rona Wilson’s computer. In its report

Arsenal Consulting has claimed that this document was remotely planted. 

This report only substantiates what Family and Friends of Sudha Bharadwaj have consistently

and independently maintained since the first raid in her house on 28th August 2018 that she is

innocent and has been incarcerated for nearly three years on the basis of fabricated evidence.

The Massachusetts based consulting firm in its first interim report in February this year confirmed

the ‘deposit’ of 10 letters by a sophisticated hacker in the laptop of one of the Bhima Koregaon

accused, Rona Wilson.  The second report of 27th March further confirms ‘implant’ of 22 documents

remotely by the same unknown hacker using Netwire malware in a sophisticated exercise into the

computer of Rona Wilson.

A detailed story examining the Arsenal Report was carried by The Washington Post in the US

and Article 14  in India.

While examining Rona Wilson’s device, Arsenal Consulting not only claims in its report that

Wilson’s computer was “compromised for over 22 months”, but that the same attacker was

responsible over a continued period of four years in tampering with the devices of several others

associated with the Bhima Koregaon case.   This has reference to the 2019 and 2020 investigations

carried out by the Canadian group, Citizen’s Lab, and Amnesty International which had found that

many of the devices of the lawyers and colleagues of accused in this case were targets of the

malicious malware Pegasus, and also emails carrying Netwire malware. 

Such a claim is extremely serious and demands closer examination/scrutiny by the National

Investigation Agency (NIA), which is currently investigating the matter.  As an investigative agency,

the NIA should have welcomed this report by Arsenal Consulting and immediately swung into

action to either establish or deny the claims made therein. A refusal to further examine this report

is deeply disturbing, and frightening for the citizenry  as it raises serious questions on the State’s

intent in deliberately overlooking claims of such a vast and disturbing operation involving sophisticated

cyber-attacks.

This report comes in the backdrop of a deadly second wave of Covid-19 cases sweeping

Maharashtra jails.  Recent reports suggest that 40 inmates of the Byculla Women’s prison in

Bombay have been found to be Covid positive, including Jyoti Jagtap, the cultural activist of Kabir

Kala Manch, who is also among the 16 activists imprisoned in the Bhima Koregaon case. 

It is most inhuman to continue to incarcerate Sudha and other accused persons for trumped up

charges and on the basis of documents whose evidentiary value is in serious doubt. Sudha Bharadwaj

is nearly 60 years old and suffers from co-morbidities of hypertension and diabetes, making her

Release Sudha Bhardwaj and others
Framed in Bhima Koregaon case

Call for independent time-bound probe into Hacking Claims

DEMAND FRIENDS AND FAMILY
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extremely vulnerable to serious infections of Covid. In spite of this, her bail application on medical

grounds was rejected last year.  Her continued imprisonment is a cruel farce.

As family and friends of Sudha Bharadwaj, we denounce the blatant misuse of executive power

by the State to imprison her based on fabricated documents.  We demand an immediate investigation

by an independent, high powered technical committee into the claims made in the report of Arsenal

Consulting, a firm of international repute, such that the matter is put to a proper scrutiny in a time-

bound manner.  Until such an independent examination is completed, those accused, given their age

and the surging virus attack should be released, such that their precious lives are safeguarded.

Date: 24.04.2020

Kaladas Dehariya, Kavita Srivastva and Vimal Bhai

On behalf of:  Sudha Bharadwaj’s Family & Friends. 

Phones: 9718479517, 8435549641

CFD Press Release:

Letter to the President for Formation of a National govt

NO. 251/CFD-NG/2021-22                                     May 12. 2021

1. Hon’ble President of  India 2. Hon’ble Chief Justice of India

Rashtrapati Bhavan, New Delhi Supreme Court of India, New Delhi

3. Hob’le Chairman of Rajya Sabha 4. Hon’ble Opposition Leader, Rajya Sabha

Parliament Bhavan, New Delhi Parliament Bhavan, New Delhi

5. Hon’ble Speaker, Lok Sabha 6. Hon’ble Leader of Opposition, LokSabha

Parliament Bhavan, New Delhi Parliament Bhavan, New Delhi

CC: Hon’ble Prime Minister,  Govt of India, New Delhi

CC: All Hon’ble Chief Ministers of the States

Respected Sirs,

Sub:  REQUEST for initiating urgent steps for the formation of  a NATIONAL GOVERNMENT

with a broad political vision that can bring all sections of India together to effectively deal with the 

Covid Catashtrophe and strengthen the democratic institutions and restore the ethical values in

public life.

1. We, in Citizens For Democracy (CFD), are writing to request you all, holding important

Constitutional positions, on the above subject, when we are facing the worst health crisis

since independence. This is also in the extraordinary situation of the colossal failure of the

present Central Government. Therefore, we request you to urge the Central  Government 

to convene a virtual special session of the Parliament to discuss the national crisis and build

consensus towards the formation of a National Government to overcome this grave national

crisis, to better prepare the nation for the third wave and for providing sustenance to the

vulnerable sections of society like the migrant workers and other deprived people. We strongly

feel that such a national government, with cooperation of all sections of society can deal

with this unprecedented crisis effectively. It can also take steps to strengthen our

democratic institutions and restore ethical values in public life.
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2. The CFD was founded in April 1974 by Lokanayak Jayprakash Narayan (JP) for

preserving, defending and strengthening democracy in the country. It also works for the

attainment of a comprehensive political, economic and social participatory democracy.

It is neither a political party nor a supporter of any political party. Other founding members,

who also served the CFD as its President after the founder President JP, were: Justice

M.C. Chagla, former Chief Justice of Bombay High Court, Prof V.V. John and Justice

V.M. Tarkunde, followed by Shri Kuldip Nayar, the veteran Journalist. The CFD played

a historic role in protecting democracy during the dark days of emergency rule by the

then PM: Smt. Indira Gandhi during 1975-1977 and has continued its activities for the

cause of democracy to date.  The most recent activity was the NATIONAL

CAMPAIGN  to uphold our decades-long policy of free universal vaccination.

Background for the CFD call for National Government:

3. As the second wave of COVID-19 rages across the nation as tsunami and overwhelms

our Public Health System, we are witnessing very tragic and heart-rending  scenes of

suffering and death all  across the nation. While we see some people crying for oxygen

and other medicines like remdesivir and dying in large numbers both in the hospital and

outside (those who could not get a bed), we are also seeing black marketing, profiteering

from the same oxygen cylinders, medicines and exorbitant price for ambulances for

taking patients to hospital especially those from rural areas. In the midst of the mounting

challenges of covid tsunami, the present Central Government, remains ill-prepared and

clueless to handle the situation and still worse, at India’s gravest hour, it  has increasingly

become part of the problem and not the solution. Hence this appeal

4. The Central Govt, instead of learning from the experiences of last year and heeding the

warnings, well in advance, of experts about the second wave and acting responsibly by

preparing a systematic plan for dealing effectively impact of the second wave, it allowed

large gatherings like the Kumbh Mela and the huge political rallies for Assembly elections

in several States, particularly in West Bengal, where both Hon’ble Prime Minister and

Hon’ble Home Minister participated actively, thereby contributing significantly to the

second covid wave becoming a tsunami, with all its serious implications. Further, the

Central Govt has abdicated the decades-long policy of free universal vaccination, for

which we, in CFD, had to remind the government by our recent national campaign

launched on 01.05.2021.  

5. All this miserable failure of the present central government is affecting, most adversely,

vast sections of the people of this country particularly the marginalized communities like

the migrant laborers, farmers, dalits, workers  and women. There is an urgent need to

enhance the number of days in MGNREGA from 100 to 200 days per family and provide

the same to both urban and rural poor, as their livelihoods have been devastated by the

covid crisis including lockdowns. It is necessary to think seriously about meeting the

resource crunch by levying 2% tax on the richest persons and entities to deal with the

challenge of providing sustenance to the vulnerable sections of society for their very

survival.
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6. We in CFD strongly feel that there are compelling and historic reasons for having a

National Government, at this critical juncture in our history. The present Central govt

has not only abandoned  a decades-long policy of free universal vaccination, but also it

has unduly placed half the burden of vaccination on the already financially crippled

States. It has persistently not sought cooperation and support from the Opposition. What

is perhaps worse is that it has created such an unbearable environment that as people lie

on pavements outside hospitals seeking medical help, the market feels comfortable to

engage in price gouging of the suffering needy people. This  government does not feel it

necessary to  show any compassion for those who are suffering or to reach out to them 

with messages of comfort.  The political leadership in power is arrogant, totally insensitive

and incompetent.

7. The present grave crisis, as described earlier, is due to the criminal negligence, coupled

with the insensitivity, incompetence and arrogance  of the present Central Government

who have miserably failed in handling this crisis. Further, most tragically, this government

is abandoning its responsibility, at this critical juncture, leaving the citizens in the most

difficult situation to fend for themselves, with disastrous consequences that we are

seeing around us, as also on the TV screens and in newspapers. The present central

government and its associates are not even realizing and admitting that this is a very

grave crisis and no government can effectively handle it alone;  

Hence, the urgent  need for a National Government with a broad political vision that can

bring all sections of India together to effectively deal with the crisis.

8. Some silver linings in this unprecedented national (and international) calamity are:

(i) The Covid warriors especially the frontline health, sanitation and other workers 

are fighting the covid virus courageously and saving lives by taking great risks to

their own life;

(ii) The Civil Society organizations and individuals who are helping the citizens in distress

in this crisis and groups like us, need to further strengthen the same;

(iii) The third pillar of democracy in India, viz., the  judiciary particularly several High

Courts across the country, supported in some cases by the Supreme Court, are

trying to play their constitutional role with courage and conviction in this crisis

For example, the Karnataka, UP (Allahabad), Delhi and Madras High courts have

passed very timely and courageous orders against the way the governments, both

State and Central and also against the Election Commission of India (ECI), who

are mishandling/not handling at all, the covid crisis. Further, the Supreme Court

(SC) Bench headed by Justice M Y Chandrachud issued timely and firm warning

that any attempt to stifle the people’s voices would attract action for contempt of

Court in the context of Govt of  India and also the Uttar Pradesh CM: Yogi

Adityanath’s attempt to clamp down on the dissemination of information about

the serious health crisis in the country or call for help. It is equally heartening that

the SC has upheld the just and judicious order of the Karnataka High Order

regarding the oxygen allocation to Karnataka from the Centre and also has taken
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pro-active action to constitute a National Task Force to streamline the oxygen

allocation;

(iv) The fourth pillar of democracy: the Media, at least some sections of mainstream

media, is openly saying that it has failed in its duty earlier and has blood on its

hands. Further, it is recognizing that the Central Govt has miserably failed in handling

this crisis and  urgent need to be with the people and fearlessly holding up the

mirror to the government and other authorities about the realities on the ground and

(v) Further, at international level, it is heartening that many countries in WTO are coming

and asking for the waiver of some clauses of the Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual

Property Rights (TRIPS) agreement for COVID-19 vaccines. The purpose is to

accelerate the manufacturing and distribution of enough vaccines for all countries

to undertake vaccinations of a high percentage of their citizens all over the world

and by doing so, deal with this pandemic effectively.

Again, we request you to urge the present government to call a special session of

the Parliament for only one agenda: Discussion of the Covid Catastrophe and urgent

need for formation of a National Government with a broad political vision that can

bring all sections of India together to effectively deal with the crisis. This will help

the States to emulate the same at State level.

We look forward to your positive response.

With Best regards,

 

1. S.R.Hiremath 2. Devanoor Mahadev 3. Prof. Anand Kumar

President, CFD, Dharwad Founder,JMM*, Mysore Ex- Convener, SA, ND

4. N.D. Pancholi 5. Dr. Ramesh Awasthi        6. Dipak Dholakia

Gen-Sec, CFD, ND                   Chairperson, IRI, Pune           Convener, ICAN, ND

7. Prof.Ramendra Nath 8. Badagalpur Nagendra 9. Dileep Kamat 

President, CFD-Bihar Patna     President, KRRS, B’lore          Adviser, CFD,Bgm

10. Anil Sinha 11. Mahi Pal Singh 12. Raghavendra Kustagi

Secretary, CFD                         Editor, Radical Humanist President, JSP, Raichur

13. Dr. T.R.Chandrasekhar  Ravi K Reddy 14. V. Nagaraj

President, CFD-K’taka President, LMKNV Convenor, DSS

And many more signatories

*JMM- Janandolanagal Maha Maitri SA- Swaraj Abhiyan (SA)

IRI- Indian Renaissance Institute ICAN- Indian Community Activist Network

KRRS- Karnataka Rajya Raita Sangh JSP- Jan Snagram Parishath

LMKNV- Lanch Mukt Karnataka Nirman Vedike

DSS- Dalit Sangarsh Samith
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Thank you very much. I just received a few days

ago, April’s RH. Enjoying reading it. Looking forward

to May issue.

My best regards,

Kameshwar Wali

Comments of Readers of ‘Selections from The

Radical Humanist’, Vol. I & II’, on academia.edu

website:

Anirban Banerjee (The University of Burdwan)

left a reason for downloading Selections from The

Radical Humanist Vol. II.

Dear Mahi Pal Singh,

I am interested in Marxism. I will be benefited by

the Radical Humanist. Thank

you.

With regards,

 Anirban Banerjee, The

University of Burdwan, Faculty

Member, Sociology   

Mallikarjuna Sharma left a reason for

downloading ‘Selections from The Radical Humanist

Vol. II’

Thanks for this collection of

articles in the Radical Humanist,

of which I was an occasional

reader.

 Mallikarjuna Sharma

Chandrasekhar Atla left a reason for

downloading ‘Selections from The Radical Humanist

Volume I’

Thanks a lot for sharing the literature and

magazine articles on ‘The Radical Humanist’. This

type of sources will make the present day people to

look back and make his own identity with free

thought process.

Bhaskaran Kesavan  left a reason for

downloading ‘Selections from The Radical Humanist

Volume I’

My research on the Life and Works of M.N. Roy

sparked the downloading of this paper

Bhaskaran Kesavan left a reason for

downloading ‘Selections from The Radical Humanist

Vol. II’

I am interested in the Life and

Works of M.N. Roy and hence

this downloading.

 Bhaskaran Kesavan,

 Feminist Sociology

Evelin Lindner left a reason for

downloading ‘Selections from The radical Humanist

Vol. II’

Dear Mahi Pal Singh! Thank you so much for

your cogent paper! I wonder, could you help me

identify the exact reference for the following quote

by M.N. Roy: “Throughout history, any profound

political and social change was preceded by a

philosophical revolution, at least among a significant

section of the population”? Thank you so much!

Most warmly, Evelin Lindner,

e.g.lindner@psykologi.uio.no

 Evelin Lindner, 

Human Dignity and

Humiliation Studies, Faculty

Member, Social Science

Respected Sir,

I am Research Associate (Cultural) in

Anthropological Survey of India, Ministry of Culture,

Govt. of India, now posted at Kolkata. During my

tenure at Dehradun from 1996-2003, I came in contact

with the Humanist Home at Mohini Road, Dehradun

and M.N. Roy’s writings. I want to be a subscriber

of The Radical Humanist magazine. Please let me

know the details.

With Regards,

 Indranil Biswas,

University of Calcutta,

Alumnus, Anthroplogy   

sabdokatha@gmail.com

Moazzam Wasti, Urban Design, Architecture, left

a reason for downloading ‘Selections from The

radical Humanist Vol. II’

Readers’ Comments on ‘The Radical Humanist’
and ‘Selections from The Radical Humanist’
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U have a very interesting selection of articles

from those who are often overlooked. Keep it up. U

can contact me because I am also a researcher in

history.

Regards

Moazzam Wasti

emdublew@yahoo.com

Mostafa Mostafavi left a reason for downloading

‘Selections from The Radical Humanist Vol. II’

Dear Mahi Pal

Thanks a lot for your paper,

My paper in this regard also is available here in

this address:

ht tp: / /mostafa111.ir / images/f i le-down/

Globalisat ion_and_Hindu_

Radicalism_in_In.pdf

 Mostafa Mostafav,

University of Tehran,

Graduate Student, World

Studies, Dept. Of India Studies

Rahul Kharat left a reason for

downloading ‘Selections from The Radical Humanist

Vol. II’

Being a social and political thinker and believing

only humanity is a religion, interested to know past

of India and human being.

Comments of the www.academia.edu

team regarding the readership of

‘Selections from The Radical Humanist’

placed on their website:

The Radical Humanist Volume I was

your top paper last week- 717 Views till

5.5.2021.

Selections from The Radical Humanist

Vol. II was your top paper last week-

1711 Views till 12.5.2021.

Total readership of the two volumes is

2428 in 550 cities, including 200 Indian

cities and 350 foreign cities as on

12.5.2021.

Muthu Kumar, student, left a reason for

downloading ‘Selections from The Radical Humanist

Vol. II’

Dear Mahipal ji,

The present situation in the country with the

government and the media promoting elitist right

wing philosophy leading to a situation of a near

breakdown of civil life. Need to read up on these

ideologists.

consistent pattern of gross violation of

human rights in a country which is officially or

demonstrably state sponsored, that becomes a

legitimate concern of the international

community.” In the same year, he received the

Padma Vibhushan for the cause he valued

most: his defense of the freedom of expression

and the protection of human rights.

Earlier, soon into the Emergency in 1975, a

surprise call from Soli broke the silence within

the Nayar household. Its most vibrant member

Kuldip, then outspoken editor of the Indian

Express, had “refused to bend”, while other

publications had resorted to crawling. Offering

his services as a pro-bono lawyer to Mrs.

Contd. from page -  (27)

Nayar, living up his word, he brought home his

natural and lifelong ally in raising voices for

freedom of the press.

His big band of buddies join the national and

international legal fraternity in silent collective

recitation of another Soli favourite:

“On the shore of the wide world

I stand alone; and think

Till Love and Fame to nothingness

Do sink.”

  -John Keats

Meera Dewan is an internationally

awarded filmmaker.

Courtesy The Citizen, 5 May 2021.

A super spreader of smiles and good cheer...
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