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Undoing The Indian Republic
Shamsul Islam

First time in the history of independent India,
in-charge minister of the Cultural Ministry in
the current Modi government, Prahlad Singh
Patel has shocked the nation by glorifying MS
Golwalkar, the 2nd Supremo of the RSS and
the most prominent ideologue of the RSS till date,
on his birth anniversary, February 19. In a tweet
he wrote:

“Remembering a great thinker, scholar, and
remarkable leader #MSGolwalkar on his birth
anniversary. His thoughts will remain a
source of inspiration & continue to guide
generations. @prahladspatel @secycultureGOI
@PMOIndia @PIBCulture @pspoffice”.[1]

These claims about Golwalkar being “great
thinker, scholar, and remarkable leader [whose]
thoughts will remain a source of inspiration &
continue to guide generations” made by the
minister Patel who must have been appointed
as minister after taking oath that he would abide
by the democratic-secular constitution of India,
need to be compared with the facts and activities
of Golwalkar as recorded exclusively in the
archives of RSS.

LET US KNOW WHAT RSS ARCHIVES
TELL US ABOUT GOLWALKAR

1. Golwalkar as a serial denigrator of

secular-democratic Indian Polity

RSS was formed in 1925 to oppose the
freedom movement for a democratic-secular
India. Golwalkar was 2nd Supremo of the
organization and as the most prominent ideologue
of the RSS denigrated every symbol which
represented an all-inclusive India.

(a) Golwalkar’s deep-rooted hatred for the

Tricolour
Golwalkar while addressing a Gurupurnima

gathering in Nagpur on July 14, 1946, stated:
“It was the saffron flag which in totality

represented Bhartiya [Indian] culture. It was
the embodiment of God. We firmly believe that
in the end the whole nation will bow before this
saffron flag.”[2]

On the eve of independence when Indian
Constituent Assembly adopted Tricolour as its
National Flag, the English organ of the RSS,
Organiser, in its issue dated August 14, 1947,
denigrated this choice in the following words:

“The people who have come to power by
the kick of fate may give in our hands the
Tricolour but it will never be respected and
owned by Hindus. The word three is in itself an
evil, and a flag having three colours will certainly
produce a very bad psychological effect and is
injurious to a country.”

So according to the RSS Indian National Flag
was never to be respected by Hindus. It was a
bad omen and injurious for the country.

Even after independence it was the RSS
which refused to accept it as the National Flag.
Golwalkar while denouncing the choice of
Tricolour as National Flag in an essay entitled
‘Drifting and Drifting’ in the book Bunch of

Thoughts wrote:
“Our leaders have set up a new flag for our

country. Why did they do so? It is just a case of
drifting and imitating….Ours is an ancient and
great nation with a glorious past. Then, had we
no flag of our own? Had we no national emblem
at all these thousands of years? Undoubtedly
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we had. Then why this utter void, this utter
vacuum in our minds?”[3]

(b) Golwalkar hated democracy
The RSS, contrary to the principles of

democracy, constantly demanded India to be
ruled under a totalitarian regime. Golwalkar
while delivering a speech before the 1350 top
level cadres of the RSS in 1940 declared,

“RSS inspired by one flag [saffron], one
leader and one ideology is lighting the flame of
Hindutva in each and every corner of this great
land.”[4]

This slogan of one flag, one leader and one
ideology was directly borrowed from the
programmes of Nazi and Fascist parties of
Europe.

(c) Bury deep the Federal Structure of India:
Golwalkar

The RSS is also dead against federal
structure of the Constitution, again a ‘basic’
feature of the India polity according to the
highest court of justice in India. This is clear
from the following communication of Golwalkar
which he sent to the first session of the National
Integration Council in 1961. It read:

“Today’s federal form of government not
only gives birth but also nourishes the feelings
of separatism, in a way refuses to recognize
the fact of one nation and destroys it. It must
be completely uprooted, Constitution purified and
unitary form of government be established.”[5]

The Bible of the RSS, Bunch of Thoughts,
has an exclusive chapter titled, ‘Wanted a
unitary state’ in which Golwalkar demanded,

“to bury deep for good all talk of a federal
structure of our country’s Constitution, to sweep
away the existence of all ‘autonomous’ or semi-
autonomous ‘states’ within the one state viz.,
Bharat and proclaim ‘One Country, One State,
One Legislature, One Executive’ with no trace
of fragmentational [sic], regional, sectarian,
linguistic or other types of pride being given a
scope for playing havoc with our integrated
harmony. Let the Constitution be re-examined

and re-drafted, so as to establish this Unitary
form of Government…[6]

2. Golwalkar as Guru of Hate celebrated

the Holocaust & planned to execute it for

cleansing Indian Muslims & Christians

MS Golwalkar (known as Guru Golwalkar
in the RSS fraternity) who is credited by the
present Indian PM to have groomed him into a
political leader declared:

“If, as is indisputably proved, Hindusthan is
the land of the Hindus and is the terra firma

for the Hindu nation alone to flourish upon, what
is to be the fate of all those, who, today, happen
to live upon the land, though not belonging to
the Hindu Race, Religion and culture.”[7] 

It would be like the Jews under Hitler and
Mussolini. Thus Golwalkar glorified the
Holocaust in the following words:

“German Race pride has now become the
topic of the day. To keep up the purity of the
race and its culture, Germany shocked the world
by her purging the country of the Semitic
races—the Jews. Race pride at its highest has
been manifested here. Germany has also shown
how well-nigh impossible it is for races and
cultures, having differences going to the root,
to be assimilated into one united whole, a good
lesson for us in Hindusthan to learn and profit
by.”[8]

Golwalkar, finally, following into the foot-
steps of Hitler, arrived at the following solution
for the minority “problem” in India; Muslims and
Christians who were declared belong to foreign
races,

“From this stand point, sanctioned by the
experience of shrewd old nations, the foreign
races in Hindusthan must either adopt the Hindu
culture and language, must learn to respect and
hold in reverence Hindu religion, must entertain
no idea but those of the glorification of the Hindu
race and culture, i.e., of the Hindu nation and
must lose their separate existence to merge in
the Hindu race, or may stay in the country,
wholly subordinated to the Hindu Nation,
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claiming nothing, deserving no privileges, far less
any preferential treatment not even citizen’s
rights. There is, at least should be, no other
course for them to adopt. We are an old nation:
let us deal, as old nations ought to and do deal,
with the foreign races who have chosen to live
in our country.”[9]

3. Golwalkar described Indian Muslims

& Christians are ‘internal threat’ number

one & two respectively

The ‘Holy’ book for the RSS cadres  Bunch

of Thoughts (collection of writings of
Golwalkar and a RSS publication), has a long
chapter titled as ‘Internal Threats’ in which
Muslims and Christians are described as threat
number one and two respectively. This chapter
opens with the following statement.

“It has been the tragic lesson of the history
of many a country in the world that the hostile
elements within the country pose a far greater
menace to national security then aggressors
from outside.”[10]

While treating Muslims as ‘Internal Threat’
number one, Golwalkar goes on to elaborate,

“Even to this day there are so many who
say, ‘now there is no Muslim problem at all. All
those riotous elements who supported Pakistan
have gone away once for all. The remaining
Muslims are devoted to our country. After all,
they have no other place to go and they are
bound to remain loyal’….It would be suicidal to
delude ourselves into believing that they have
turned patriots overnight after the creation of
Pakistan. On the contrary, the Muslim menace
has increased a hundredfold by the creation of
Pakistan which has become a springboard for
all their future aggressive designs on our
country.”[11]

He goes on to spit venom against common
Muslims in the following words,

“...within the country there are so many
Muslim pockets, i.e., so many ‘miniature
Pakistans’…The conclusion is that, in practically
every place, there are Muslims who are in

constant touch with Pakistan over the
transmitter…”[12]

According to him every Muslim in India is
untrustworthy and disloyal,

“Even today, Muslims, whether in high
positions of the Government or outside,
participate openly in rabidly anti-national
conferences.”[13]

While deliberating on the ‘Internal Threat’
number two, he says,

“Such is the role of Christian gentlemen
residing in our land today, out to demolish not
only the religious and social fabric of our life
but also to establish political domination in various
pockets and if possible all over the land.”[14]

With such criminal and toxic ideas about
Indian Muslims and Christians does India need
any foreign enemy to destroy democratic-
secular polity of India?

The English organ of the RSS, Organiser,
on the very eve of independence (August 14,
1947) when Golwalkar was the boss of the RSS,
editorially chalked out its concept of the Hindu
nation in the following words excluding all
minorities from the Indian nationhood:

“Let us no longer allow ourselves to be
influenced by false notions of nationhood. Much
of the mental confusion and the present and
future troubles can be removed by the ready
recognition of the simple fact that in Hindusthan
only the Hindus form the nation and the national
structure must be built on that safe and sound
foundation…the nation itself must be built up of
Hindus, on Hindu traditions, culture, ideas and
aspirations.”

4. Sikhism, Buddhism & Jainism not

independent religions: Golwalkar

RSS regards followers of Islam and
Christianity as emigrant or foreigners and
demands their cleansing as these two religions
are declared to be foreign religions. However,
RSS has no respect for Indian religions like
Sikhism, Buddhism and Jainism as these are not
treated as independent religions but part of
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Hinduism. Guru Golwalkar set the agenda by
declaring that,

“the Buddhists, the Jain, the Sikh are all
included in that one comprehensive word
‘Hindu’.”[15]

In fact, Golwalkar learnt this denial to
Sikhism, Jainism and Buddhism the status of
independent religions from senior Hindutva icon,
VD Savarkar who believed that the followers
of,

“the Arya Samaji, the Brahmasamaj, the
Devasamaj, the Prarthana Samaji and such
other religions of Indian origin are Hindus and
constitute Hindudom, i.e., the Hindu people as
a whole.”[16]

5. Sardar Patel, the first home minister

of India held Golwalkar led RSS responsible

for the massacre of Muslims during the

Partition

It is well-known that the then Home Minister
of India, Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel, had a soft-
corner for the RSS and continues to be a
favourite with the RSS. However even Sardar
Patel found it difficult to defend the RSS for its
role in the post-Partition massacre of Muslims.
In a letter written to Golwalkar (the then
Supremo of the RSS), dated 11 September 1948,
Sardar Patel stated:

“Organizing the Hindus and helping them is
one thing but going in for revenge for its
sufferings on innocent and helpless men, women
and children is quite another thing…”[17]

6. Golwalkar’s lie on cow-slaughter

paved the way for nation-wide lynching of

Muslims

With Modi’s coming to power as PM in 2014
RSS zealots started lynching Muslims blaming
them for cow-slaughter, apart from burning and
looting their properties. The ideological basis for
such nation-wide lynching was provided by
Golwalkar, who as a shameless liar declared
that cow-slaughter,

“Began with the coming of foreign invaders
to our country. In order to reduce the population

to slavery, they thought that the best method to
be adapted was to stamp out every vestige of
self-respect in Hindus…In that line cow
slaughter also began.”[18]

The inference was clear; Muslims were
responsible for starting the cow-slaughter in
India. It was immaterial to this Indian heir of
Nazi propagandist Paul Joseph Goebbels that
the claim that beef-eating started with the arrival
of the Muslims in India was not even in keeping
with the Vedic version of history as narrated by
the ‘Hindu’ chroniclers. Swami Vivekananda
regarded as a great Hindu philosopher by the
RSS, while addressing a meeting at the
Shakespeare Club, Pasadena, California, USA
(February 2, 1900) on the theme of ‘Buddhistic
India’ told the gathering:   

“You will be astonished if I tell you that,
according to old ceremonials, he is not a good
Hindu who does not eat beef. On certain
occasions he must sacrifice a bull and eat
it.”[19]

At another occasion he went on to disclose,
“There was a time in this very India when,

without eating beef, no Brahmin could remain a
Brahmin; you read in the Vedas how, when a
Sannyasin, a king, or a great man came into a
house, the best bullock was killed…”[20]

7. RSS under Golwalkar demanded

Manusmriti [Manu Code] as Indian

constitution

Those who believe that RSS wants
cleansing of Muslims and Christians know only
half of the reality. Its project of Hindu nation
demands sub-human existence for Sudras
(Dalits) and Hindu women. The Constituent
Assembly of India finalized the Constitution of
India on November 26, 1949, RSS was not
happy. Its organ, Organiser in an editorial on
November 30, 1949, complained:

“But in our Constitution there is no mention
of the unique constitutional development in
ancient Bharat. Manu’s Laws were written long
before Lycurgus of Sparta or Solon of Persia.
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To this day his laws as enunciated in the
Manusmriti excite the admiration of the world
and elicit spontaneous obedience and
conformity. But to our constitutional pundits that
means nothing.”

8. For Golwalkar Casteism is

synonymous with the Hindu nation

Faith of RSS brass in Manusmriti, naturally,
leads them to believe in Casteism too which gave
birth to the debased practice of Untouchability.
For RSS Casteism is the essence of Hindu
Nationalism. Golwalkar did not mince words in
declaring that Casteism was synonymous with
the Hindu Nation. According to him, the Hindu
people are none else but,

“The Hindu People, they said, is the Virat
Purusha, the Almighty manifesting Himself.
Though they did not use the word ‘Hindu’, it is
clear from the following description of the
Almighty in Purusha-Sukta [in the 10th book of
Rig Ved] wherein it is stated that the sun & the
moon are His eyes, the stars and the skies are
created from his nabhi [navel] and Brahmin is

the head, Kshatriya the hands, Vaishya the

thighs and Shudra the feet. [Italics as in the
original text] This means that the people who
have this fourfold arrangement, i.e., the Hindu
People, is [sic] our God. This supreme vision of
Godhead is the very core of our concept of
‘nation’ and has permeated our thinking and
given rise to various unique concepts of our
cultural heritage.”[21]

What kind of a Hindutva civilization the RSS
under Golwalkar wanted to build by enforcing
the laws of Manu, can be known by having a
glimpse of the laws prescribed by Manu for the
Sudras and Hindu women. Some of these
dehumanizing and degenerated laws, which are
presented here, are self-explanatory. 

A selection of Laws of Manu denigrating

Dalits/Untouchables

1.   For the sake of the prosperity of the
worlds (the divine one) caused the Brahmana,
the Kshatriya, the Vaisya, and the Sudra to

proceed from his mouth, his arm, his thighs and
his feet. (I/31)

2.   One occupation only the lord prescribed
to the Sudras, to serve meekly even these
(other) three castes. (I/91)

3.   Once-born man (a Sudra), who insults a
twice-born man with gross invective, shall have
his tongue cut out; for he is of low origin. (VIII/
270)

4.   If he mentions the names and castes
(jati) of the (twice-born) with contumely, an iron
nail, ten fingers long, shall be thrust red-hot into
his mouth. (VIII/271) 

5.   If he arrogantly teaches Brahmanas their
duty, the king shall cause hot oil to be poured
into his mouth and into his ears. (VIII/272)

6.   A low-caste man who tries to place
himself on the same seat with a man of a high
caste, shall be branded on his hip and be
banished, or (the king) shall cause his buttock
to be gashed. (VIII/281)

As per the Manu Code if Sudras are to be
given most stringent punishments for even petty
violations/actions, the same Code of Manu is
very lenient towards Brahmins. Shloka 380 in
Chapter VIII bestowing profound love on
Brahmins decrees:  

“Let him never slay a Brahmana, though he
have committed all (possible) crimes; let him
banish such an (offender), leaving all his
property (to him) and (his body) unhurt.”

A selection of Laws of Manu demeaning

Hindu women

1.   Day and night woman must be kept in
dependence by the males (of) their (families),
and, if they attach themselves to sensual
enjoyments, they must be kept under one’s
control. (IX/2)

2.   Her father protects (her) in childhood,
her husband protects (her) in youth, and her
sons protect (her) in old age; a woman is never
fit for independence. (IX/3)

3.   Women do not care for beauty, nor is
their attention fixed on age; (thinking), ‘(It is
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enough that) he is a man,’ they give themselves
to the handsome and to the ugly. (IX/14)

4.   Through their passion for men, through
their mutable temper, through their natural
heartlessness, they become disloyal towards
their husbands, however carefully they may be
guarded in this (world). (IX/15)[22]

It is to be noted here that a copy of
Manusmriti was burnt as a protest in the
presence of Dr. BR Ambedkar during the
historic Mahad agitation on December 25, 1927.
Dr Ambedkar called upon Dalits to
commemorate December 25 as the Manusmriti

Dehen Diwas (Manusmriti burning day) in
future.[23] In fact, the Brahmanism as basis of
the RSS world-view is the original Fascism in
the history of human civilization.

8. Golwalkar as a believer in the

superiority of the North Indian Brahmins

publically denigrated the Kerala Hindus

specially women

RSS which claims to be the largest world
organization of Hindus is, in fact, working over-
time to establish the hegemony of the North
Indian Brahmanical order over the Hindu society.
The RSS brand of Brahmanism treats South
Indian Hindus as inferior racially. In its world-
view North Indian Brahmins are the superior
lot in comparison to the rest.

And RSS does it brazenly. Golwalkar was
invited to address the students of the School of
Social Science of Gujarat University on
December 17, 1960. In this address, while
underlying his firm belief in the Race Theory,
he touched upon the issue of cross-breeding of
human beings in the Indian society in history.
He said:

“In an effort to better the human species
through cross-breeding the Namboodri
Brahamanas of the North were settled in
Kerala[24] and a rule was laid down that the
eldest son of a Namboodri family could marry
only the daughter of Vaishya, Kashtriya or
Shudra communities of Kerala. Another still

more courageous rule was that the first off-
spring of a married woman of any class must
be fathered by a Namboodri Brahman and then
she could beget children by her husband. Today
this experiment will be called adultery but it
was not so, as it was limited to the first
child.”[25]

The above statement of Golwalkar was
despicable as he believed that the Indian Hindu
society had a superior Race or breed and also
an inferior Race which needed to be improved
through cross-breeding. To accomplish this task
Brahmins, specially, Namboodri Brahamans,
belonging to a superior Race were sent from
the North of India. Shockingly, this was being
argued by a person who claimed to uphold the
honour and unity of the Hindus world over. For
him wombs of Kerala’s Hindu women enjoyed
no sanctity and were simply objects of improving
breed through intercourse with Namboodri
Brahamanas who in no way were related to
them.

9. Golwalkar denigrated martyrdom

tradition of the Indian freedom struggle

Golwalkar was shameless in denigrating the
sacrifices of the martyrs who laid down their
lives for the liberation of India. In a chapter,
‘Martyr, Great But Not Ideal’ of Bunch Of

Thoughts, he decried the whole tradition of
martyrdom. After declaring that his objects of
worship have always been successful lives and
that ‘Bhartiya culture’ [which surely means RSS
culture] does not adore and idealize martyrdom
and do not treat “such martyrs as their heroes”,
he went on to philosophise that,

“There is no doubt that such man who
embrace martyrdom are great heroes and their
philosophy too is pre-eminently manly. They are
far above the average men who meekly submit
to fate and remain in fear and inaction. All the
same, such persons are not held up as ideals in
our society. We have not looked upon their
martyrdom as the highest point of greatness to
which men should aspire. For, after all, they
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failed in achieving their ideal, and failure implies
some fatal flaw in them.”[26]

What Golwalkar thought of the people
sacrificing their lot for the country is obvious
from the following words of his also. He had
the temerity to ask the great revolutionaries who
wished to lay down their lives for the freedom
of the motherland the following question as if
he was representing the British:

But one should think whether complete
national interest is accomplished by that?
Sacrifice does not lead to increase in the thinking
of the society of giving all for the interest of the
nation. It is borne by the experience up to now
that this fire in the heart is unbearable to the
common people.[27]

Could there be a statement more insulting
and denigrating to the martyrs than this?

As a degenerated Guru

RSS-BJP rulers declare Golwalkar a saint,
an incarnation of Lord Krishna and what not.
Let us compare such claims with the narratives
of his contemporary senior RSS cadres who
worked with him closely.

(a) Hemendra Nath Pandit from Bengal was
a member, Akhil Bharat Pratinidhi Sabha (the
highest decision making body of the RSS), and
founder-editor of the Bengali weekly organ of
the R.S.S. In 1950 he penned a startling book
titled The End of a Dream: An Inside View of

the RSS Today [published by Rabindra Nath
Horo, Calcutta, 1950]. While elaborating on the
personality of Golwalkar he was blunt in stating
that,

“During the early years of his tenure as
Sarsanghachalak of the RSS, Golwalkar was
meek and humble. He avoided the limelight,
dressed himself in the most unconspicuous
manner and like his predecessor always travelled
in third class railway carriages. With the
increase in the Sangha’s following however, a
vast change has gradually come over him. To-
day at forty-five, Golwalkar mounts a pair of
gold-rimmed spects on his thin nose, wears a

gold wrist watch and gold buttons on his Punjabis
made of silk which is the envy of big zemindars.
Three bejewelled gold rings add beauty to the
last three fingers of his right hand. His dhotis
are almost the finest ever seen, some of them
having one inch wide borders of brocade. Even
out of doors he is accustomed to keep on this
shoulder a delicate sky-blue-coloured
towel.” [page 10.]

Questioning the infallibility of Golwalkar as
Supremo of the RSS Pandit went into the depth
of causes which caused degeneration in the
case of Golwalkar. According to Pandit,

“there is one thing which more than anything
else has actually impaired my capacity for
vouchsafing his infallibility. It is the indulgence
he has been giving to some dissolute Mahratti
[Marathi] pracharaks when actually these men
deserved to be taken by the scruff of the neck
for some of their misdeeds. They are among
Golwalkar’s old acquaintances and as sush have
seen most of the big leaders inside out. When
one of their serious lapses are overlooked, the
suspicion lurks in most discerning minds that
Golwalkar may really be helpless in dealing with
them just as in checking the growing foppishness
among some pracharaks he considers himself
estopped by his own conduct from taking any
firm action.” [pp. 18-19]

In Pandit’s memoirs there are also
references to objections from the RSS senior
cadres about Golwalkar keeping contacts with
women.

(b) Balraj Madhok needs no introduction so
far his association with the RSS was concerned.
As RSS pracharak he was the in-charge of
Jammu & Kashmir State in pre-partition days,
edited the English organ of the RSS, Organizer,
founded student organization of the RSS, ABVP,
in 1948, and teamed up with Shyama Prasad
Mukherji in establishing political wing of the
RSS, Bharatiya Jana Sangh (BJS precursor of
BJP) in 1951 and becoming its in 1965. He died
in 2016 as a member of the RSS.
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He penned his autobiography in 3 parts. In
the part 3 [Deendayal Upadhyay ki haththya

se Indira Gandhi ki haththya tak, Dinman
Prakashan, Delhi, 2003.] he made a shocking
revelation that,

“Some time back when I was the President
of Jana Sangh, Jagdish Prasad Mathur, in-
charge of the Central Office, who was staying
with Atal Behari at 30, Rajendra Prasad Road,
had complained to me that Atal had turned that
house into a den of immoral activities. Every
day new girls were coming there. Things were
getting out of hand. So as a senior leader of
Jana Sangh I have dared to bring to your notice
this fact. I had some information about character
of Atal, but the situation had deteriorated so
much, I did not know. I called Atal to my
residence and in a closed room inquired from
him about matters raised by Jagdish Prasad
Mathur. The explanation he offered further
proved the facts conveyed by Jagdish Prasad
Mathur. Then I suggested to him that he should
get married, otherwise, he was bound to get a
bad name, and the reputation of Jan Sangh was
also bound to suffer.” (p. 25)

He immediately brought it to the notice of
the then Supremo [sarsanghchalak] of the RSS,
Golwalkar. According to Madhok the meeting
took place in Delhi in early 1970 and,

“After listening to my talk he [Golwalkar]
kept quiet for some time and then said — ‘I
know of the weaknesses of the character of
these people. But I have to run an organization.
I have to take everybody together, so like Shiva
I drink poison every day.’” (p. 62)

It clearly shows that Golwalkar was
patronizing such elements despite knowing all
the reprehensive facts.

If such a character is going to be the great
thinker, scholar, remarkable leader whose
thoughts will remain a source of inspiration for
coming generations then the days of a civilized
Indian nation and the Indian Republic are surely
numbered!
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Fascist Turn of Democratic State
Dr. Hiren Gohain

As far as I understand it, fascism is a
methodical caricature of socialism in order to
serve the interests of a shadowy ruling class
that bides its time to come out into the open. It
mimics the socialist programme only to disarm
it. Meanwhile it systematically takes up critical
demands of social democracy to provide
solutions that turn them on their heads. There
is discontent among the farmers with the
creeping desertification of their life. It
expresses sympathetic noises and goes on
to introduce the menace of farm acts.
Ludicrously it gravely upholds the right of troll
armies as exercise of the sacred freedom of
speech.

And now it is responding to anxious concern
about poisoned messages and trolling on social
media that trigger ill-will and violence with
elaborate rules on social media posts and
intermediaries that aim to throttle them.
Ominously it has also targeted free news
portals to gag them.

There is little room for doubt that the
looming presence today is fascism in
democratic make-up. And Fascism is bent on
destroying the birthright of the people: freedom.

Enemies of freedom fear the free play of
the mind too and hasten to strangle it with the
watchwords of ‘responsibility’ and ‘control’.
And the question is ‘responsible to whom and
for what’. And they conjure the vision of a
high moral good that is allegedly upheld by a
band of incorruptible rulers who can control
the danger posed by the spreading venom in
the social media. And go on to undermine
freedom of expression.

Law and Communication minister Ravi
Shankar Prasad has said, according to PTI
reports has: “We welcome criticism and
dissent......but it is important that users of
social media are given a proper forum for

resolution of their grievances in a time-bound
manner”.

The clever turn in phrasing has transferred
the burden from the state to ‘the people’.
Actually it is the government that is scared and
feels threatened by the explosion of anger and
discontentment among the people turning into
a public indictment. The venomous posts are
by the troll army on its payroll (informally) and
these cause them no discomfort, but the
genuine expression of anger and bitterness by
a disillusioned people and by responsible
journalists and public intellectuals upset it.
Hence the haste in which it has put up a three-
tier structure that allows it to put the primary
onus on the public but come in as the final
arbiter.

Who are ‘the public’ in this case that air
‘grievances’? The familiar breed that rushes
complaints about alleged offences against the
nation, the cow and religious sentiments of a
community and are placated by a complicit
police with FIRs, arrests and chargesheets. 

If someone complains that a certain high
authority is speaking or acting in a manner
contrary to our constitution he or she is likely
to see his complaint taken up by a compliant
officer of the intermediary platform, and given 
the commercial constraints of the platform,
dither on a decision, or deliver a toothless
verdict. If the latter takes a sharper and gritty
decision he is certain to be pulled up short by
the officer in the government. On the other
hand if the grievance is against a Hindutvadi
fanatic, his opinion or message may well  be 
judged as innocuous or even positive and given
thumbs up ‘in a time-bound manner’ or in no
time at all.

When the state itself shirks its
constitutional obligations and indeed goes on to
subvert it, ( To be Contd....on Page - 19)
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Concocted Conspiracy theory to discredit farmers’ protest:

The Disha Ravi Bail Order Raises Questions
Prime Minister Narendra Modi Needs to Answer

When the prime minister alleged there was an international conspiracy, did he do so on

the basis of an intelligence report? The fact that the police made no attempt to produce

such a report in court, even if under sealed cover, suggests no credible inputs exist.

The Wire Analysis

New Delhi: In ordering bail for Disha Ravi
– the young environmental activist arrested for
editing a solidarity toolkit supporting India’s
protesting farmers – the court of the additional
sessions judge has so comprehensively
demolished the Delhi Police case against her
that if investigators still commit the mistake of
laying a charge sheet, the case is almost certain
to end in acquittal.

In that eventuality, the investigating or
prosecuting officials run the serious risk of being
proceeded against departmentally, as ordered
by the Supreme Court in the Kishan Bhai

judgment (2014). The police may also be open
to the charge of malicious prosecution. But there
is a political dimension to the case that is far
more damaging.

On February 7, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi himself launched a scathing attack on
‘international conspirators’ who were out to
‘discredit India’. He said this repeatedly at
election rallies in Assam and West Bengal.
Without directly taking the names of Disha Ravi,
the Swedish environmental activist Greta
Thunberg and other global celebrities backing
the farmers’ protest, Modi warned that the
country will ‘respond to these conspiracies with
all its might’. At election rallies in Assam’s tea
belt of Dhekiajuli and West Bengal’s Haldia, he
referred to the ‘toolkit’ as well.

Six days later, on February 13, the Delhi
Police arrested Disha. While the connection
between Modi’s threats and the subsequent

police action cannot be missed, the submissions
of the police during her bail hearing – where
they vehemently harped on the theme of
international conspiracy – leave no doubt. 

The question is, on what basis did the prime
minister allege that there was an international
conspiracy?

Did the Intelligence Bureau (IB) or the
Research and Analysis Wing (R&AW) give him
an intelligence report, which is not available in
the public domain?

If this is the case, why did the Delhi Police
not submit that intelligence report to the court
in a sealed cover, as the police routinely do in
so-called sensitive cases, in order to ensure bail
was denied? And if there was no such
intelligence report,  the prime minister would be
guilty of having made baseless allegations that
prejudiced the Delhi Police and prevented it
from investigating the case fairly.

Incidentally, this is not the first time Modi
has used an election campaign to allege the
existence of an international plot to destabilise
his government. In December 2017, he told an
election rally in Gujarat that former prime
minister Manmohan Singh, former vice president
Hamid Ansari and Congress leader Mani
Shankar Aiyar had held a ‘secret meeting’ with
Pakistani officials.

It is well settled in law that unless an
intelligence officer is examined and cross-
examined in a court of law like any other witness,
his intelligence report is of no evidentiary value.
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However, in September 2019, while the
Supreme Court did not take into account the
sealed cover documents to deny bail to former
finance minister P. Chidambaram, it held that it
can surely ‘peruse them to satisfy its
conscience’.

In Disha Ravi’s case, no such ‘sealed cover
documents’ were produced for the court to
satisfy its conscience. Thus, it can be presumed
that the police did not have any intelligence report
which could support their case of an international
conspiracy. 

It would also mean that the whole edifice of
the ‘international conspiracy’ spoken of by Modi,
the Delhi Police and pro-government media
rested upon presumptions and notions that were
erected  to help the government discredit the
farmers’ movement and thus break it up
eventually.

The prime minister of the country, even if
he was speaking in an election rally, should have
realised that his public stance on a matter in
which criminal cases were registered on
January 26 itself, would severely prejudice the
police and effectively tie their hands by limiting
their options. Yet he said what he did.

But then this is the harsh reality of India. In
May 2013, the Supreme Court, while slamming
the Central Bureau of Investigation for being
‘a caged parrot’ that spoke its master’s voice,

had actually given an authoritative expression
to what the people have known since very long.

In Jamuna Chaudhary (1973) and several
other cases, the Supreme Court has held that
the duty of an investigating officer is not merely
to bolster a prosecution case with such evidence
as may enable the court to record a conviction
but to bring out the real, unvarnished truth.

These idealised sentiments, as every Indian
citizen knows, are almost invariably observed
in the breach. Once a case is registered, the
police do everything to ensure that the accused
spend a considerable part of their lives behind
bars through the denial of bail or as under-trial
prisoners.

An alarming 67.6% of India’s prisoners
languishing in jails across the country are under-
trials. In the case of Bhim Singh (2014), the
Supreme Court had issued a series of directives

to state authorities to facilitate the release
of under-trial prisoners who had served
half of their probable maximum prison
terms. The apex court’s extraordinary
directive meant that it acknowledged the
severity of this crisis in our criminal
justice system. 

Viewed against this backdrop, it
should be obvious that Modi’s statement
about an international conspiracy was
‘amplified’ by an eager-to-please police
force to such an extent that they went
on to charge a young woman with
sedition – a crime punishable with life

imprisonment and which would have effectively
destroyed her and her loved ones’ lives.

If the enormity of the consequences never
struck the prime minister for even a moment, it
suggests he acted irresponsibly in making his
public utterances. And if he made the statement
despite the absence of evidence about an
‘international conspiracy’ involving the toolkit,
then he is a party to the injustice being visited
on a young woman. 

Courtesy The Wire, 27 February 2021.

A security person keeps vigil near barbed barricades at
Ghazipur border during the ongoing farmers protest.

Photo: PTI
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‘Scanty and sketchy evidence’:
Delhi court grants bail to Disha Ravi

As the day began at the court, journalists
hung around, straining their ears to catch
whispers about the time of the hearing. An
occasional distraction would come by in the form
of a dancing peacock, but the tension was
palpable. Nobody in the assembled crowd was
ready to speculate on the most obvious question:
will Disha get bail today?

The verdict finally landed at 3.55 pm. No
sooner had the words “Disha Ravi has been
granted bail” left the judge’s lips that the

journalists ran downstairs to get her reaction.
Disha was seated between her lawyers, wearing
a black mask with a rainbow on the outside.
She may have smiled, but we could not see it.
Her eyes looked tired as she slowly scanned
the room. She wore a grey sweater with sleeves
extending over her hands. She cracked her
knuckles throughout, even as she shared a brief
laugh with her lawyer. She lay her head on her
relative’s shoulder for a moment before being
escorted away.

The climate activist was arrested earlier this month for

‘editing and sharing’ a toolkit tweeted by Greta Thunberg.

Supriti David

A Delhi court on Tuesday granted bail to climate activist Disha Ravi,

saying there was nothing on record to suggest she had subscribed to any

secessionist ideas. In his order, Additional Sessions Judge Dharmender

Rana also called the evidence against Ravi “scanty and sketchy”, adding

that he found no reason to breach the general rule of bail.



        March 202116 THE RADICAL HUMANIST

The order

The prosecution had argued that the main
intention of the toolkit tweeted by Swedish
climate advocate Greta Thunberg that Disha is
accused of “editing and sharing” was to “incite
disaffection towards the government established
by law in India and was directly linked to a
secessionist group involved in seditious activities
against India”.

But the court said in its order that there was
“absolutely no link established” between Disha
and Sikhs for Justice, alleged by the police to
be a secessionist group based in the United
States, and neither had the prosecution proved
Kisan Ekta Collective, a volunteer group of
people in the US, UK and Canada, was a group
with any “seditious agenda”.

Additionally the additional solicitor general
had admitted that the Poetic Justice Foundation
was not a banned organisation and that no
criminal action was pending against its founders
Mo Dhaliwal and Anita Lal.

“In my considered opinion, it is not mere
engagement with persons of dubious credentials
which is indictable rather it is the purpose of
engagement which is relevant for the purpose
of deciding culpability,” the judge said in his
order. “As long as the engagements or
interaction remains within the four corners of
law, people interacting with such persons,
ignorantly, innocently or for that matter even
fully conscious of their dubious credentials,
cannot be painted with the same hue.”

The judge also stated that there was nothing
on record to suggest that “there was any call,
incitement, instigation, or exhortation on the part

of the applicant and the above said organizations
and its associates to foment violence on
26.01.2021”.

He added, “In my considered opinion,
citizens are conscience keepers of government
in any democratic Nation. They cannot be put
behind the bars simply because they choose to
disagree with the State policies. The offence of
sedition cannot be invoked to minister to the
wounded vanity of the governments...Even our
founding fathers accorded due respect to the
divergence of opinion by recognising the
freedom of speech and expression as an
inviolable fundamental right. “

Regarding Disha’s role as the editor of the
toolkit, the judge unequivocally said the mere
creation of a WhatsApp group or the editing of
an innocuous toolkit was not an offence. He said,

“Since the link with the said toolkit or Poetic
Justice Foundation has not been found to be
objectionable, mere deletion of the WhatsApp
chat to destroy the evidence linking her with
the toolkit and PJF also becomes meaningless.”

The court further added that any attempt by
Disha to conceal her identity seems to be nothing
more than an anxious effort to stay away from
unnecessary controversies.

While the court acknowledged the difficulty
in collecting evidence for cases of conspiracy,
it said, “The investigating agency made a
conscious choice to arrest the applicant accused
upon the strength of material so far collected
and now they cannot be permitted to further
restrict the liberty of a citizen on the basis of
propitious anticipations.”

Courtesy Newslaundry, 23 Feb, 2021

The Radical Humanist on Website

‘The Radical Humanist’ is now available at http://www.lohiatoday.com/ on

Periodicals page, thanks to Manohar Ravela who administers the site on Ram

Manohar Lohia, the great socialist leader of India.
 –  Mahi Pal Singh
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Rabbits from hats: Judgment eloquently
highlights shoddy investigations in Delhi riots case

TOI Editorial

A northeast Delhi riots case where police
arraigned two men as accused for attempted
murder speaks volumes about criminal
investigation in the country. Additional Sessions
Judge Amitabh Rawat discharging Babu and
Imran for the attempted murder charge, but
accepting  prima facie evidence to charge them
with rioting and similar offences said: “The
gunshot injury is stated to be caused to Rahul
but where is he? His statement is not on
record…  The state is categorical in saying that
the police never saw Rahul. That being the case,
who is going to say who shot whom and by
whom and where?”

With no victim in the crime, the bitter irony
is that the shoddy investigation may have
produced two victims. Proponents of encounter
killings may want to rethink – in the light of such
cases – the perils of investing cops with powers
of judge and executioner too. Judge Rawat
evocatively quotes Dostoevsky in his judgment:
“From a hundred rabbits you can’t make a horse,
a hundred suspicions don’t make a proof.” Babu
and Imran were in jail until November when
they secured bail. With the most serious charge
against them in a half-baked chargesheet failing,
their trial for other offences must be expedited.
The innocent until proven guilty dictum is rarely

subscribed to, evident in jails packed with
undertrial prisoners.

Such false or poorly investigated cases also
highlight the dangers of media trials, with police
or netas having vested interest in shaping public
opinion on probes in a certain way. Activists
accused of criminal conspiracy in the northeast
Delhi riots have charged police with leaking
chargesheets to the media before courts took
cognisance and copies were furnished to them. 
The media must be alive to the possibility of
unprofessional or unethical policing, which
endangers the rights of accused to a fair trial.

On many such fronts, be it Supreme Court
directing CCTV camera installations with night
vision and audio recording at police stations and
other investigating agencies covering
interrogation rooms, lockups, entries and exits,
police reforms are low priority for the political
class. Accountability to citizens for law and order
failures lies with elected leadership, but that
doesn’t imply they exercise stifling control over
policing. It is also the political class that must
take the blame for recurring communal riots in
India, stemming from shoddy investigations that
often incriminate innocents while failing to catch
and punish the actual rioters.

Courtesy TOI Edit, March 3, 2021

Postponement of

   The Indian Renaissance Institute (IRI) Biennial Conference, 2021

Dear friends,
In view of the rising number of Covid-19 cases in the country, it has been suggested by the

Chairman, IRI, that we postpone the Conference of the Indian Renaissance Institute proposed
to be held on 17th and 18th April, 2021 for the time being. Next dates for the Conference will be
intimated to you whenever fixed. Inconvenience caused to you is regretted.

With regards, Mahi Pal Singh

19.3.2021 (Secretary, IRI)
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PUCL Statement:

Date:  25.02.2021

Respect the fundamental right of free speech, dissent, assembly and association!!

Stop the Witch Hunt! Drop all false & motivated Cases

The PUCL welcomes the order of the Delhi
Sessions Court on 23.2.21, granting bail to Disha
Ravi, a 21 year old resident of Bengaluru who
was unjustly incarcerated for offences under
Sections 124A, 153A and 120B of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC), 1860. Ms. Ravi suffered a
series of egregious violations including abduction
by the Delhi police from her home in Bengaluru
in brazen violation of all legal procedures and
constitutional protections, denial of the right to
legal representation and most egregious of all-
invocation of the sedition law for the mere fact
that she choose to exercise her right to thought,
expression and association.

The Sessions Judge in his order has
vindicated the struggle of the many ordinary
citizens across the country who were outraged
at this executive outreach and registered their
outrage through protests, candle light vigils and
open letters to the Government.  

In his order the Sessions Judge has clearly
stated that, ‘citizens  are  conscience keepers
of government in any democratic nation. They
cannot be put behind bars because they choose
to disagree with the State’s policies.’ He has
delivered a fitting rebuke to the authorities by
his scathing observation that, ‘the offence of

sedition cannot be invoked to minister to the

wounded vanity of the governments’.
It is also noteworthy that the order expressly

says that the prosecution’s evidence of sedition
which included pictures of protests with a tag
line saying, ‘TO STAND UP AGAINST
INDIA’S FAILING DEMOCRACY(AT THE
BEHEST OF THE FASCISTIC RULING
PARTY, RSS-BJP), was  dismissed with the
Learned Judge saying, ‘I find absolutely

nothing objectionable in the said page’.

 The Learned Judge correctly appreciated
the contours of sedition noting that,
‘imputations may be false, exaggerated or

even with a mischievous intent but the same

cannot be stigmatized being seditious unless

they have a tendency to foment violence’.
The PUCL hopes that both the Delhi Police

and the Union Government views this order as
a reminder that as far as the Indian Constitution
is concerned, neither is speaking out a crime
and neither is speaking to an international
audience a crime. As the Learned Judge rightly
reminded us that as far as this five thousand
year old civilization is concerned, as the Rig Veda
puts it, ‘Let noble thoughts come to me from all
directions’. 

The State should recognise as the Learned
judge notes, ‘an aware and assertive citizenry,
in contradistinction with an indifferent or docile
citizenry, is indisputably a sign of a healthy and
vibrant democracy’.

PUCL hopes that the Government realizes
the error of its ways and withdraws this
egregious prosecution against Disha Ravi, Nikita
Jacob and Shantanu Muluk This is vital as though
Disha Ravi is out on bail, this case will continue
unless the government takes proactive action
to stop this malicious prosecution of India’s
young climate activists.  

As the Learned Judge clearly recognized,
the FIR in this case, makes a mockery of the
Indian Constitution by its strained effort to
paint dissent, disagreement and protest as a
grand anti-national conspiracy. The FIR paints
what is a constitutional right in a democracy,
namely solidarity actions in support of millions
of Indian farmers such as ‘recording videos’,
‘organising gatherings’ and ‘taking pictures’ of
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protests as tarred with ‘illegality’ and
besmirched with anti national sentiment.
Perhaps the heights of the paranoia of an
insecure government is revealed when the FIR
wildly indicts protests to target ‘symbols’ of
Indian culture like Yoga and chai.

 If we aspire to safeguard the future of our
youth, then the government must stop
persecuting India’s youth through the sedition
law. The law on sedition, like the UAPA, has
today become a tool to curb youthful curiosity
and the passion of young people to make the
world a better place by punishing criticism and
crushing dissent. These laws must be repealed
if we want India to awaken into that haven of
freedom which our great national poet,
Rabindranath Tagore dreamed of in which the
‘mind is without fear and the head is held

high’.  

 We demand that

• The state withdraws prosecution against
Disha Ravi, Nikita Jacob, Shantanu Muluk
and all others being falsely implicated in
this frivolous conspiracy case.

• Section 124-A of the IPC be repealed.
• The Central government and other

governments should immediately stop the
witch hunt of young people, farmers and
activists who are expressing their
fundamental right to free speech, dissent
and assembly seeking accountability,
transparency and responsibility from the
government, its agencies and officials.  

• Laws such as UAPA which criminalise the
freedom to think, express and associate
must also be repealed immediately.   

  Mr. Ravi Kiran Jain, President, PUCL
  Dr. V. Suresh, General Secretary, PUCL

free speech becomes a serious liability for it. Free speech promotes public discussions of
government policies and decisions so that power overreach or arbitrariness is corrected and
public welfare ensues. That results in constant renewal of the Constitution. Sometimes
intemperance of language in that cause may upset people in authority. But it only jolts them
into a keen sense of their actual constitutional responsibility. Freedom of the citizens is the
imperative condition for the health of democracy. And it enhances the citizen’s self-esteem
and creativity to the general good of all. The opposite is explicit or implicit slavery, demeaning
the citizen to a robot without any sense of honour and ultimately leading a country to destruction.

Freedom in concrete terms means democratic rights enforceable in courts, laws passed
by parliaments in accordance with the constitution and media and platforms where public
criticism and dissent from a course adopted by the government in power may be voiced. As
big corporate houses in cahoots with the ruling party take over the media and public platforms
become subject to a ‘permission raj’ administered by the police, social media and crowd-
funded news portals become the last and perhaps only refuge of the lovers of freedom and
democracy.

For all its abuses, including instigation of communal passion and incitement of violence by
vested interests ,which can hardly be controlled by the new rules if  used by the agents  of
a vile political power, social media becomes the last bastion of the forces of freedom now
besieged on all sides.

To put it more bluntly the government may use the new rules to silence and devalue any
legitimate criticism and dissent and encourage real anti-nationals and anti-socials to go on a
rampage to circulate false news and toxic views.This is a prelude to full-blown fascist reign
of terror.

Contd. from page -  (12)Fascist Turn of Democratic State...
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Toolkits are anti-national, says the
government. For most of the world, however,
toolkits are only booklets of online information
and, like carpenters’ kits or airline kits, are also
smart kits.

Politicians are not worried at the outlawing
of toolkits because they don’t need them
anyway. They already have fool-kits. Toolkits
smack of a “foreign conspiracy” but fool-kits
are 100% desi maal. Old style netas don’t need
toolkits as they already have fool-kits to help
them win elections and fool voters.

Are toolkits anti-national? As the price of
petrol hits a century, citizens are burning the
midnight oil wondering what toolkits they can
use to combat the dizzying price rise. A toolkit
to find a solution to the rising cost of petrol and
to conserve fuel might be handy. Wise drivers
know the value of a good toolkit in the car.

Toolkits could come in handy against vaccine
hesitancy, and a possible new wave of
coronavirus. Since Covid may be returning in
newer deadlier strains, we may need to keep
an oxygen toolkit at home. Pollution levels in
India’s cities are causing us to gasp for breath
and reach for air-purifying toolkits. All
households today are armed with medicine kits.

We also need a toolkit to deal with the
collapsing economy. Given the perilous state of
household finances and rising unemployment

these days, citizens need not only a toolkit, but
also a first aid kit.

When it comes to rights of protestors and
dissenters, police need to go by the democracy
toolkit. Respecting citizen’s rights, rule of law,
right to free speech and association are all part
of the Constitution’s toolkit.

For meetings and gatherings we are all
familiar with conference kits. Climate change
requires us to have toolkits, so that in times of
global warming we may have safety kits.

For harmonious social relations we may need
a secular toolkit. This could inform us on how
not to discriminate against fellow citizens and
how to deal with fellow citizens. The Gandhian
toolkit of satyagraha, khadi and non-violence
is a handy identity-kit.

Thus toolkits are actually vitally needed to
deal with the many challenges in life. That’s
why toolkits cannot be considered anti-national.
They often point us in the right Disha.

Sagarika Ghose has been a journalist for

over three decades, starting her career with

The Times of India, subsequently moving to

Outlook magazine and The Indian Express.

She has been a primetime news anchor and

at present is Consulting Editor, The Times Of

India.

Courtesy Edit Page, Humour, TOI, February
21, 2021.

Toolkits can be safety kits:
They have been declared anti-national, but

real toolkits point us in the right Disha
Sagarika Ghose

 “The people of this country have a right to know every public act, everything,

that is done in a public way, by their public functionaries. They are entitled to

know the particulars of every public transaction in all its bearing.”

Justice K K Mathew, former Judge, Supreme Court of India, (1975)
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Are we a nation prone to sedition? The draconian
law’s increasing application makes it seem so

A mere wisp of a girl, 21 going on 22, is the
latest Indian national to be hauled up for sedition.
Disha Ravi is an enthusiastic student activist of
Mount Carmel College in Bengaluru. She worries
about the future of our planet and all the living
things on its surface. Many young people in
countries across the world are worried about the
environment. But with development as its one
and only guiding light, our leaders are bent on
removing all obstacles in its way. And so it was
that Disha Ravi was arrested for sedition.

She has been bracketed with one of the
nation’s founding fathers, Bal Gangadhar Tilak,
who was tried for sedition in 1908 by then British
rulers. Disha is thus in august company. The
British revoked the law on sedition in their own
country in 2010. Are the people in our country
deemed to be inherently treacherous, so we arm
our police with powers to arrest without a
warrant which the British sarkar had not
contemplated?

So also, we instruct our police to use the power
freely to entrap all naysayers and dissenters who
refuse to endorse every government decision.
The crime of sedition is enunciated in Section
124(A) of the Indian Penal Code, with three
Explanations that follow the text. The Supreme

Court, when confronted
with adjudicating on the
constitutionality of this
IPC provision which
undermines the
guarantee of free
speech in Sections 19(1)
and 19(2) of the
Constitution, took into
account the purport of these three Explanations,
and held in its Kedar Nath judgment of 1962 that
unless a person’s speech or writing goes beyond
mere criticism of a party in power, it does not
constitute sedition.

It is not enough to attack the party in power
or the government of the day. The attack must
target the state per se and incite the people to
whom the speech or writing is addressed to topple
the state through violence. Unfortunately, Kedar
Nath did not strike down Section 124A itself, as
many feel it should have done to bury the entire
free speech vs sedition controversy for all time!

The advanced democracies and many other
countries of the world have chosen free speech
over sedition or treason, as a guiding principle of
good governance. In India, however, the provision
continues to exist. What is more disturbing,

however, is its use in the time of
‘acche din’ to silence any
government critic disregarding
completely and, may I say, brazenly,
the principle laid down by the SC in
the Kedar Nath judgment.

If the SC takes on the duty of
reminding the government of its
responsibility to adhere to the law
and its interpretation by the court, it
may stop this deluge of sedition cases
wrongly registered against activists.

Julio Ribeiro

( To be Contd....on Page - 23 )
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Raising the bogey of the ‘foreign hand’
feeds into Modi’s ultranationalist narrative

With Article 370 nullified and the Ram mandir done, he needs new talking

points to burnish his nationalist credentials. International conspiracies to break

up India, defame Indian tea and denigrate yoga is Modi’s Hindutva.

Arati R. Jerath

International criticism of its management of
the farmers’ agitation has presented an
unexpected challenge for the Narendra Modi
government: A perceptible shift in mood following
former US President Donald Trump’s electoral
defeat last November. Suddenly, activists of all
hues are back in business after being lampooned
and marginalised by Trump’s ultra-nationalist,
rightwing politics.

Human rights, civil rights, democracy, climate
change, protection of religious minorities and a
host of other issues that constitute a broad liberal
agenda have become important buzzwords in the
new world order Trump’s successor Joe Biden
hopes to shape. Biden listed his foreign policy
priorities in recent speeches and conversations
with world leaders. Key among them is to uphold
democratic values and human rights and pursue
climate change goals which Trump had dumped.
In his address to the virtual Munich Security
Conference on February 19, Biden warned that
“democratic progress is under assault’’ and urged
democracies to confront the notion that
“autocracy is the best way forward’’. He seemed
to suggest that there would be greater scrutiny
of the democratic credentials of governments
around the world. India could well be on the list
in the light of increasing negative publicity in the
Western media, especially since it has always
been feted for its commitment to democracy.

Given this backdrop, it was decidedly odd that
the Modi government chose to come out all guns
blazing in a bid to silence its foreign critics on the
farm protests. Not only was its irate response to
tweets by a celebrity pop star, US Vice President

Kamala Harris’ activist niece and others way
over-the-top, its decision to pursue a case of
sedition for a toolkit tweeted by the teenage
heroine of the climate change movement, Greta
Thunberg, was completely misplaced. But the
real shocker was Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s confrontational tone in Parliament.
Heaping scorn on activists, he called them
andolanjeevi (professional protestors) and
parjeevi (parasites). And in an open snub to
activist lobbies abroad, he asked the nation to
beware of “Foreign Destructive Ideology”.

His outburst has pitted him against a section
of international opinion that wields influence in
the current administration in Washington. These
are the lobbies that powered Joe Biden to the
White House and many of them are deeply
embedded in the Democratic Party.

Although Modi has invested considerable time
and energy in cultivating western movers and
shakers and building his international brand, it
seems he has not shaken off the ghosts of the
past. The liberal opinion that the Democrats
represent is the very opinion he abhors and the
one he clashed with many years ago when he
was denied a visa to the US as Gujarat chief
minister.

Dial back to 2005. Persistent efforts by groups
lobbying for human rights and religious freedom
along with widespread negative coverage in the
foreign media pressured the George Bush
administration into rejecting Modi’s request for a
visa to travel to the US. Mind you, this was a
Republican government, but Democrats in the
US Congress threw their weight behind the anti-
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Modi lobbies to prevail on President Bush despite
protests from the Manmohan Singh government.
It’s an insult Modi has neither forgotten nor has
he forgiven, judging from the anger visible in his
body language and words when he decided to
use the floor of the Indian Parliament to hit out
at activist groups not just here but abroad as well.
Clearly, emotions are running high, suggesting
worry, bordering on paranoia, that these lobbies
may target him again. By upping the ante, the
Modi government has attempted to pre-empt this.

It is interesting that Modi has fallen back on
an old trope: Indira Gandhi’s “foreign hand’’
theory. At election rallies in Assam and Bengal,
he sought to join the dots between foreign
activists and “international conspirators’’ out to
“destabilise’’ India. He even mentioned the toolkit
which landed 22-year-old environmental activist
Disha Ravi in jail as part of this conspiracy. Raising
the bogey of the “foreign hand’’ feeds into Modi’s
ultranationalist narrative. With Article 370 nullified

and the Ram mandir done, he needs new talking
points to burnish his nationalist credentials.
International conspiracies to break up India,
defame Indian tea and denigrate yoga is Modi’s
Hindutva.

There are three years to go for the next
general election, but Modi is thinking ahead. He
knows domestic problems are piling up,
particularly on the economic front. He also has a
serious military, foreign policy and strategic
challenge on his hands in the form of China. Now,
another one has appeared, this time from the
detested liberal lobbies which have been
reactivated. Modi will have to create a toolkit
for survival in a post-Trump world.

This article first appeared in the print

edition on February 27, 2021 under the title

‘Toolkit for nationalism’. The writer is a

senior journalist.

Courtesy The Indian Express, February 27,
2021

National Crimes Records Bureau statistics show that the number of sedition cases has steadily
risen every year since 2016, and in an overwhelming number of cases no violence was intended
or disclosed, leading to acquittal of the accused. But the legal process itself was turned into an
instrument of punishment, as victims of the regime’s enthusiasm spent disproportionate time in jail
before release.

In an article published last month Colin Gonsalves, well-known human rights lawyer, has
advocated punitive fines on police officers guilty of overstepping their powers and disregarding
court mandates, if they apply 124(A) or Unlawful Activities Prevention Act (UAPA) when these
are not called for. Alternatively, and perhaps more conveniently, courts should haul up the officers
for contempt when they defy the SC’s own ruling in Kedar Nath. That will deter them from trying
to suck up to their political masters.

Disha Ravi possesses the exuberance of youth, which attracted the charge of sedition. Even
former SC judges are amazed. They smelt no whiff of sedition in her ‘toolkit’ and nothing cussed
in the work she is doing.

But the Delhi police thinks otherwise. Its obvious intention is to link the Republic Day violence
in Delhi with the toolkit and the foreign Sikh lobby. This is ridiculous. Surely, Disha Ravi cannot be
suspected of dancing with Khalistanis! As one who has fought Khalistani terrorism in Punjab
myself, I would summarily reject such an accusation.

The writer, Julio Ribeiro, is a retired IPS officer and a Padma Bhushan awardee.
Courtesy The Times of India, 28 February 2021.

Contd. from page -  (21)Are we a nation prone to sedition?
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What constitutes contempt of court? Here’s how

a UK judgment from 1968 decided the matter

One of the restrictions to free speech, which
has been enshrined in the Constitution of India,
is contempt of court. Oftentimes, the law on
contempt has been used by the judiciary to limit
instances of criticism against it. Fortunately,
however, there is well-established precedent
that all criticism does not qualify as contempt.
Where, then, is the line?

In India, an overarching law regarding
contempt was introduced with the Contempt
of Courts Act in 1971. The law’s origins,
however, can be traced back to its colonial
history and the common law principle that
courts of records can punish for contempt. It
is only befitting then to turn to a 1968 judgment
of the Court of Appeal of England and Wales,
rendered a few years before the Act was
passed, to understand what constitutes
contemptuous speech.

In 1966, as a consequence of an internal
policy decision, the Commissioner of Police in
London refused to prosecute certain
individuals engaging in gambling. An application
to mandate the Commissioner to enforce this
law was set aside by both the Queen’s Bench
Divisional Court and the Court of Appeal.
Appalled by these decisions, Quintin Hogg, a
senior barrister, wrote an article titled ‘The
Gaming Muddle’ for the satirical publication
‘Punch’, criticising the entire fact
circumstance, including the judgment. Hogg
wrote:

“[T]he recent judgment of the Court of
Appeal is a strange example of the blindness
which sometimes descends on the best of
judges… So what do they do?… Criticise the
lawyers, who have advised their clients. Blame
Parliament for passing Acts which they have
interpreted so strangely. Everyone, it seems,

is out of step, except the courts.”
Signifying a victory for free speech, the

Court of Appeal held that Hogg was within his
rights to criticise them even though there were
factually erroneous inclusions in his piece. In
setting out how the powers of contempt should
be most sparingly exercised, Lord Denning said:

“Let me say at once that we will never

use this jurisdiction as a means to uphold

our own dignity. That must rest on surer

foundations. Nor will we use it to suppress

those who speak against us. We do not fear

criticism, nor do we resent it. For there is

something far more important at stake. It is

no less than freedom of speech itself. It is

the right of every man, in Parliament or out

of it, in the Press or over the broadcast, to

make fair comment, even outspoken

comment, on matters of public interest.”

While deciding to not initiate contempt
proceedings, the Court reaffirmed how broad-
shouldered it was. Lord Salmon, one of the
other judges, stated that “The authority and

reputation of our courts are not so frail that

their judgments need to be shielded from

criticism.” Evidently, the Court recognised that
the existence of criticism is not by itself a
challenge to judicial reputation. It afforded
Hogg’s criticism “good faith”, and recognised
the “inalienable right of everyone to

comment fairly on any matter of public

importance”. This, the Court held, was one
of the pillars of individual liberty and free
speech. In their inimitable style however, they
expressed their quiet displeasure with such a
piece having been written. Quoting Hogg’s
words back to him, Lord Edmund Davies, said
“Silence is always an option.”

Vaidehi Misra

( To be Contd....on Page - 26 )



25THE RADICAL HUMANISTMarch 2021

What India’s Supreme Court said in 1950,
on sedition and freedom of expression
(Romesh Thappar v State of Madras)

Sruthakeerthy Sriram

The last few years have been marked by a
series of protests, where Indian citizens have
collectively exercised their freedom of
expression. These protests have also propelled
the state to incarcerate certain prominent
public activists on grounds of maintaining public
order and by invoking the law on sedition. This
raises certain inevitable questions – do all
perceived breaches of public order, irrespective
of their degree and potency, merit restriction
on the freedom of expression? When does
such a breach threaten to overthrow the state?
A 1950 judgment of the Indian Supreme Court
provides food for thought.

Romesh Thappar, a journalist and known
Marxist ideologue, published and edited an
English weekly journal called Cross Roads
within the Madras state (as it then was). The
journal regularly carried writings critical of the
then Congress government’s policies. On
March 1, 1950, the Madras government banned
the entry and circulation of Cross Roads under
Section 9(1A) of the Madras Maintenance of
Public Order Act, 1949, for securing public
order and maintaining public safety within the
state.

Thappar challenged this ban as well as
Section 9(1A), claiming violation of his
fundamental right to freedom of speech and
expression. The government argued that the
1949 Act was a law relating to the security of
the state, and actions taken under it constituted
a reasonable restriction on the freedom of
expression.

In a resounding victory for this freedom,
the Supreme Court ruled in favour of Thappar
and set aside the government’s ban on Cross

Roads. The Court categorically stated that
“there can be no doubt that freedom of

speech and expression includes freedom of

propagation of ideas, and that freedom is

ensured by the freedom of circulation.”
Simultaneously, the Court also held that

unless Section 9(1A) of the 1949 Act
concerned any matter undermining the security
of, or tending to overthrow the state, it would
be unconstitutional for violating the freedom
of expression, even if it may have been
conceived generally in the interests of public
order or public safety. The Court stated that
the Constitution has varying criteria for
permissible restrictions on the freedom of
speech and expression, and draws a boundary
between “serious and aggravated forms of

public disorder which are calculated to

endanger the security of the State and the

relatively minor breaches of the peace of a

purely local significance.” Only a higher
degree of threat pertaining to the
endangerment of the foundations of the state
“could justify curtailment of the rights to
freedom of speech and expression.”

The Court made a rather interesting
observation on the process of drafting of clause
(2) of Article 19, which is the provision
comprising permissible restrictions on the
freedom of expression. In its draft form, this
provision allowed the government to conceive
a law on “sedition” to justifiably restrict the
freedom of expression. Eventually though, the
Constitution framers deleted the word sedition
from the draft. The Supreme Court pointedly
commented on this aspect and said:

“Deletion of the word “sedition” … shows
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that criticism of Government exciting

disaffection or bad feelings towards it is not

to be regarded as a justifying ground for

restricting the freedom of expression and

of the press, unless it is such as to

undermine the security of or tend to

overthrow the State. … Thus, very narrow

and stringent limits have been set to

permissible legislative abridgement of the

right of free speech and expression, and this

was doubtless due to the realisation that

freedom of speech and of the press lay at

the foundation of all democratic

organisations.”
Ideally, this judgment should put to rest all

doubts about when concerns around
disturbance to public order would warrant
restrictions on the freedom of expression. Yet,
71 years after this judgment, sedition continues
to remain a punishable offence in India, and is
invoked frequently as a restriction on the
freedom of speech and expression. The
slightest apprehension of disturbance to public
order cannot warrant restraint on this freedom.
If that were to be the case, democracy would
have a tough time flourishing in India.

Contd. from page -  (24)

100th Birthday Celebration...
In India, however, in the recent past,

the exercise of the power of contempt has
appeared overbroad. Moving forward,
whether the courts ‘fear or resent’
criticism will be telling of the faith that the
judiciary has on its own capability and
integrity.  The more expansive the
application of the contempt law, the more
anxious and shaken the Indian judiciary will
appear to be.

Part of a series on landmark cases

that have defined freedom of expression

in democracies around the world,

curated by the Vidhi Centre for Legal

Policy. This piece is compiled by Vaidehi

Misra, Senior Resident Fellow, Vidhi

Courtesy TIMESOFINDIA.COM,
March 4, 2021.
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How Financially Feasible Would it be
to Extend the MSP to All Crops?
There are multiple factors at play, which when put together,

paint a more complicated picture than the government having to
procure everything the agriculture sector produces.

Prof. Arun Kumar

All indications are that the stand-off between
the farmers and the government continue to
persist, even if the larger issue has slowly
vanished from the front page of newspapers
and primetime discussions on TV channels.

More importantly, formal talks between the
two sides have stopped. The Union Budget
2021-22 and the address to the parliament by
the president hardly referred to the farmers’
problems, while protests have spread with large
mahapanchayats taking place across a few
states in the last month.

Ministers have tried to belittle the movement
by repeatedly characterising it as concerning
only one state or that arthiyas or foreign forces
are fuelling it. Farmer leaders in several places
have been harassed and fines sought to be
imposed. These accusations and actions divert
attention from the genuine issues raised by
farmers, namely, of their incomes and the price
they receive for their produce. These issues
need to be deconstructed.

Farmers further hit by policy shocks

Farmers, many of whom are at the lowest
rung of incomes, claim that their profession is a
losing one because they hardly ever cover their
full cost of production. Many young farmers
want to give up farming and migrate to the cities
in search of more remunerative work. The
migrants support their families back in the
villages by remitting funds to them – another
indication of the destitution in rural India. The
pandemic aggravated the situation for the
migrant workers who lost employment and
returned to their villages.

Farmers’ income is a national issue – not
just of the Punjab and Haryana farmers. That
is why the present government has been
promising doubling of farmers’ incomes by 2022.
Today in 2021, the farmers’ incomes are possibly
less than they were in 2015. This is a result of
the hit they took due to decline in demand
consequent to demonetisation and now the
pandemic. Both of them adversely impacted the
unorganised sectors which employ 94% of the
workforce. This sector was also adversely hit
by the GST and the NBFC crisis. Four hits in
four years to the economy since 2016 and its
impact on agriculture can only be back breaking.

No wonder farmers have been protesting
vehemently, not just recently but for the last few
years. Before the 2019 elections, big marches
by farmers took place in Maharashtra and
outside Delhi. Farmers from Tamil Nadu
protested for long at Jantar Mantar. Madhya
Pradesh farmers also protested strongly. All
these protests have been for obtaining a better
price than what they get so that they get a fair
income.

Costs not covered

Governments both at the Centre and the
states recognise this. The Centre announced in
the budget for 2019-20, just before the elections
of 2019, the Kisan Samman Nidhi Yojana
offering 12 crore farmer families Rs 6,000 per
annum. The states had announced their own
schemes like, in Telangana and Odisha. The MP
government announced the Bhavantar yojana
so that the farmers could get the MSP
announced by the government. These are
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income and price support schemes which
recognise that the farmers are not getting a fair
price.

The price of their produce is crucial for the
farmers since that determines their income. Like
for a business, income is what is left after
deducting the costs incurred. So, the price has
to be higher than the cost of production. Lower
the price received, lower the income. Hence
the farmers’ demand for a remunerative price
which not only covers the cost of cultivation
but is above that. That is what the Minimum
Support Price (MSP) determined by
Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices
is supposed to be.

The farmers incur two kinds of costs. What
they buy from the market like, wage labour,
fertiliser and pesticide and what the family
provides, like own labour, seed and own
implements. Farmers claim that while the former
costs are counted the latter are only partially
tallied. So, when the government claims that it
is announcing MSP which is 50% over the cost,
the farmers say that the full cost is not being
covered. Hence the argument that their business
is loss making.

Industry largely fixes price based on a mark-
up on all costs – so a profit accrues. In
agriculture with 14 crore farmers, of whom 86%
are small and marginal farmers, farmers largely
have to accept the price offered to them by the
traders at the farm gate or in the wholesale
markets. On their own they cannot fix the price
they receive, unlike for industry.

This is where MSP comes into play. A
minimum price is important for the farmers for
two reasons. Firstly, it needs to cover all their
costs and provide a reasonable profit. Second,
and perhaps more importantly, they should be
able to sell at MSP in the market – not below it.

Official data shows that MSP is available to
6% of the farming families – although some
believe this may be an underestimate – and to
23 crops. Most farmers do not obtain the MSP,

especially the small ones who are weak in the
market and get coerced to sell at below the MSP.
Their weak position is a result of not having the
surplus to carry on production (and
consumption) without borrowing.

Due to this weakness in the markets, the
farmers are demanding that MSP be made
legally binding on everyone.

The question arises why not have MSP for
all crops and for all farmers? It is argued that if
this happens, then private trade will not buy the
produce and the government will have to buy
whatever is produced in the agriculture sector.
If agriculture produces 14% of GDP, the
government will have to buy Rs 28 lakh crore
worth of produce. Critics of the MSP
programme therefore ask: where would the
money come from?

Budgetary implications

There are multiple factors at play here.
Firstly, farmers retain a substantial part of the
produce for their own use and the rest is
marketed which the government may need to
buy. Second, the government is not buying for
its own consumption but for the economy –
consumers and producers. Food would be bought
for consumption while cotton would be bought
by textile industry. So, whatever is bought would
also be sold and the money spent on
procurement would return to the government
coffers. It is like working capital borrowed by
businesses from banks.

Only the subsidy needs to come from the
budget. That is the difference between the sale
price and the costs incurred. The costs would
include the administrative costs as well as of
supplying the grains cheap to the poor.

That said, it will also not be the case that the
government will have to buy everything. It will
only have to offer to buy if the price tends to fall
below the MSP. But given that this will be a legally
binding price, even private trade (which is not
about to disappear) will buy at this price or higher.

( To be Contd....on Page - 42 )
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High fuel prices: Is Modi govt
actually ‘cheating’ the states?

Abhishek Waghmare

Consumers are paying an exorbitant 180 per
cent tax on petrol, and 140 per cent on diesel in
Delhi and in most other towns in India.

Little wonder then that the central
government expects a staggering Rs 3.46 trillion
by levying excise duties on retail sale of the two
fuels this year, and Rs 3.2 trillion the next.

States would generally have had reason to
cheer, as they command a 41 per cent share in
Centre’s tax revenues.

But as the Centre has raised excise duties
in the form of “cess,” the revenue proceeds are
by nature not shareable with states.

Rather, the Centre has been raising cess, and
cutting basic excise duties on petrol and diesel
for a long time now.

For most of 2016-17, some 56 per cent of
excise duty on petrol was levied as cess,
revenue which the Centre kept for itself.

Less than half the fuel revenues went to the
kitty that is shared with states.

This year, only 9 per cent of excise taxes go
to that kitty, followed by 4 per cent next year,
according to a Business Standard analysis.

In other words, Centre now keeps 96 per
cent of the exorbitant tax collected on petrol
solely for itself, and does not share it with states.

Applying the share of cess in total tax in a
particular period for that financial year, and
adjusting for the weighted average of diesel and
petrol consumption in India, a simple calculation
shows that of the Rs 3.46 trillion expected from
fuel taxes to Centre, states may get a meagre
Rs 14,000 crore.

They would have received nearly Rs 70,000
crore had the imposition of cess been kept at

2017 levels.
In 2021-22, states may get only Rs 7,000

crore from the Rs 3.2 trillion the Centre expects
from fuel tax.

There is thus a compelling case that the
Centre has, in fact, bolstered a part of its
expenditure effort at the cost of states’ share
of revenues, especially those on fuels.

To be fair, sales tax on fuels gives states
their own fuel revenue.

But their share in Centre’s tax revenue,
which has no less than a Constitutional basis
courtesy the Finance Commission, is being
denied to them as the Centre levies fuel taxes
more as cess now.

Cess and surcharges earmarked by the
Union Government have grown over time, the
report of the 15th Finance Commission has
noted.

Their ratio to gross tax revenues (GTR) had
increased to as high as 20 per cent in 2019-20,
and would grow to 24 per cent of GTR in 2020-
21, according to Budget documents.

“Given international trends, there is a
compelling case for raising India’s tax ratio from
both macroeconomic and redistributive
perspectives, especially at the sub-national level.

“This is essential for building fiscal space,
meeting social protection and infrastructure
needs and driving inclusive growth,” the 15th
FC report said, suggesting that taxation should
be more balanced.

The scale at which the Centre has raised
cess would result in Centre earning 50 per cent
more revenue than all states put together, even
after including their own revenues from VAT,

Imposing more and more tax in the form of cess as oil price eased, Centre

gradually began earning more fuel revenue than all states put together.
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according to Business Standard calculations.
From earning 20 per cent less than states

five years ago, the Centre has come a long way
to stamp its claim on taxes it collects, using the
cess mechanism.

A cess is a tax levied for a specific purpose,
unlike any other tax whose usage is generally
not tied to a specific spending head.

But what is perhaps its most unique
characteristic, is that revenue proceeds from a
cess are not shared with states.

All other tax revenues fall under the “divisible
pool,” and are shared with states under the
sharing formula set forth by the 15th FC, at 41
per cent.

The enormity of Centre’s excesses into fuel
revenues can be understood from a detailed
comparison with the past.

As much as Rs 21.48 was collected as excise
duties on a litre of petrol in April 2017.

But only Rs 9.48 was collected as Basic
Excise Duty (BED), which went to the pool that
is shared among Centre and states.

The rest, which was cess portion, was levied
in two parts: Additional Excise Duty (AED) of
Rs 6 per litre and Special Additional Excise Duty
(SAED) of the same amount.

About 42 per cent of the shareable portion,
or Rs 4 would go to states, giving the Centre Rs
17.5 per litre of petrol bought by a consumer.

Of the Rs 32.9 collected as tax on a litre of

petrol today, only Rs 1.4 is collected as Basic
Excise Duty (BED), while a staggering Rs 31.5
is levied as cess, including the newly introduced
Agriculture Infrastructure and Development
cess, none of which is shared with states.

States thus get a paltry 60 paise as their share
of excise duty per litre of petrol we buy, while
the Centre ends up getting more than Rs 32.

Similar is the revenue distribution on diesel
sale.

States’ VAT component balances this to
some extent.

Until 2014-15, when oil prices reigned high,
states made more hay from fuel taxes compared
to the Centre, by earning 37 per cent more from
fuel sales.

Imposing more and more tax in the form of
cess as oil price eased, Centre gradually began
earning more fuel revenue than all states put
together.

In 2016-17, the Centre went way ahead of
states on that front.

Three years later, states made a comeback
by raising VAT, and closed in on the Centre,
earning Rs 2 trillion in 2019-20. In 2020-21,
Centre has again went past states with a big
margin.

A noticeable cut in excise duties seems
unlikely as the Budget has accounted for strong
revenues from this channel in 2021-22 as well.
  Courtesy Rediff.com, February 24, 2021.

Dear Friends,

Please mail your articles/reports for publication in the RH to: theradicalhumanist@gmail.com

or mahipalsinghrh@gmail.com or post them to: Mahi Pal Singh, Raghav Vihar Phase-3,

Smith Nagar, Prem Nagar, Dehradun, 248007 (Uttarakhand)

Please send your digital passport size photograph and your brief resume if it is being sent for

the first time to the RH.

A note whether it has also been published elsewhere or is being sent exclusively for the RH

should also be attached with it.

Articles/Reports for The Radical Humanist

- Mahi Pal Singh, Editor, The Radical Humanist



31THE RADICAL HUMANISTMarch 2021

Let us be Loyal to Human Species General
Owing to tremendous revolutionary growth

of communication technology, the planet earth
has become a village. Therefore, world
humanity has now to develop a philosophy that
would enlighten all human beings to inculcate
the loyalty to the entire human species and the
planet earth from which all human beings and
all other live creatures are evolved. In order to
survive as free and happy human being our
loyalties must be broadening further to include
not only the whole human community but also
the entire planet earth’s natural environment that
protects life.

The growth of modern technology of
communication has greatly diminished
geographic and social distances whereby nation
and cultures become more open to influence
each other. This global interconnection are
intensifying their pressure that the present
national states, national political and economic
community must come to end and develop into
one planet nation populated by human species
as one super tribe.

As Late Paul Kurtz observed that humanism
has a special significance for the worldwide
civilization that is emerging. For the first time in
human history, beings have become an integral
part of a planetary community. Indeed, no part
of humanity can any longer live in haught
isolation or ignorance, indifferent to the needs
and interests, sufferings and achievements of
other human beings. The human environment
is now truly global whatever happens in one
corner of the world is or should be of concern
to all.

International Humanist and Ethical Union
Congress says, it is dramatically clear today that
earth is made up of interdependent nation states
and that whatever happens in one part of the
planet affects all the rest. Wherever human
rights are violated, all humanity suffers. The

basic premise of this
global ethics is that
each of us has a stake
in developing a
universal moral
awareness; each of us
has a responsibility to
the world community
at large.

The world is a long
way from achieving these noble objectives. But
it is the need of day. Man can achieve them if
they seriously choose to adopt them. It is left to
their ingenuity.

The most important available instrument for
humankind to achieve unity among entire
humankind and loyalty to human species is the
biological evolution of life on our planet. Only
biological evolution will make man aware of the
place of man in nature and how he is evolved
from nature. The knowledge of natural
environmental phenomena that helps the survival
of human beings on this planet earth.

A large number of biological Scientists are
of the opinion and intensely believe that some
time in the remote past; life has originated on
earth from dead inanimate matter as the result
of natural biological processes.

Late Lord Russel explained, for countless
ages, the hot nebula whirled aimlessly through
space. At length it began to take shape, the
central mass threw off planets, the planets
cooled boiling seas and burning mountains
heaved and tossed from black masses of cloud
hot sheets of rain deluged the barely solid crust.
And now the first germ of life grew in the depth
of the ocean and developed rapidly.

In depth study of biological evolution has now
confirmed and is now also well established that
there is nothing external or extraneous element
enters the nature of man during the process of

Ramesh Korde
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evolution of Homo Species from an inanimate.
All human attributes and innate potentialities
could be deduced from the background of
biological evolution.

There is also further evidence that life,
including human life has evolved from an
inanimate matter. The matter in the animal body
– human being is also an animal – is that of
inorganic nature. There is not a substance in the
animal tissues which are not primarily drawn from
the rocks, water, air, etc. This establishes that
life has evolved from inanimate matters. The
elements that constituents living are all to be found
in inorganic nature. There are no elements that
are peculiar to living organisms.

It is well established that nature exists by itself
and not the creation of any supernatural being
and it is also prior to appearance of Homo
Sapean. It is the ground on which all life evolved.
Therefore, man is the product of nature outside
nature and man there does not exist anything
except other live animals.

To achieve unity and loyalty among the entire
human race or species, the first primary condition
is, man has to emancipate from the ties of blood,
social, special loyalties to nation, class, race,
political parties and even from religion. Only the
study of biological evolution of life on our planet,
will convert all these tribes into one super tribe.

This is further confirmed by biologists that all
human beings have the same set of DNA
addresses. Ofcourse their contents may not be
identical. This is the reason why all individuals’
human beings are unique.

There are other kinds of evidence suggesting
that all living things are descended from common
ancestor. The universality of genetic code is the
important evidence that all life shares common
code.

From the above it can be deduced that it is
the biological evolution of life stresses the ultimate
unity of entire human race and its interests and
the common destiny of mankind as a whole to
survive.

Except the ignorant religious dogmatists, all
those whose reasoning critical faculty is well
developed and have innate curiosity to seek true
knowledge, have accepted that biological
evolution of life is a fact and life is originated
during the course of mechanical process of
natural biological evolution.

According to Late M N Roy, human
rationality can be deduced from the background
of the law governed universe. Man is the product
of this law governed universe. Law governed
universe is deterministic. (Deterministic means
philosophy of the doctrine that all events including
human action are ultimately determined by causes
regarded external to will – New Oxford
Dictionary). Deterministic is a reason in nature.
Universe being deterministic, nothing happens in
nature without a cause. Man having evolved from
this background of physical determinism – reason
in nature – man inherits this reason. Therefore,
man is a rational human being.

According to Darwin’s observation, no animal
species could have survived in the struggle for
existence in a law governed universe, unless
species was equipped with a rudimentary sense
of putting cause and effect together (Quoted by
Late V.M.Tarkunde).

Rudiments of reason, the ability to connect
experience, are found in lower animals.
Rationality therefore is a biological function which
must have been highly developed in highest
biological form – man.

Man’s rationality therefore, is the mental
counter part of determinism in nature.
Determinism is a reason in nature. Being the
product of biological evolution, it is found in
several animals and is most developed in human
beings.

Human being can never be a finished product.
Because fact is, during one’s life time span, all
the innate potentialities are never unfolded. Man
is born with tremendous potentialities. What is
stored in genes, one would know when they are
unfolded and therefore enfoldment of innate
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potentialities is an endless process. Late M N
Roy called it innate biological heritage.

Geologists have estimated the age of earth
around six billion years and life began to appear
on earth’s surface approximately one and half a
million years. In view of this, earth was barren
of life for about four and half billion of years.
From this it can be safely deduced that human
being is evolved as the result of biological evolution
that take place in nature. It can be further deduced
from the above fact that life could not have been
created by any supernatural being call it God or
by any other name.

It is an universal truth corroborated by science
of biological evolution that all the human beings,
irrespective of where they are borne, are
biologically similarly constructed. However what
is stored in the respective genes are not identical.
Therefore, each and every individual human being
has unique personality. In the light of this fact,
Late M N Roy had emphatically advocated that
individual freedom must never be suppressed.

He has also traced the quest for freedom to
man’s struggle for existence. Because it works
as an incentive to constant search for knowledge
regarding phenomenal happenings in nature in
order to free man from the tyranny of physical
environment. Thus it is called a basic urge for
human freedom. Further in order to reinforce
struggle for existence man created social
organization to help man to strengthen his struggle
for freedom cooperatively.

This is how the biological evolution that
resulted into evolution of man, developed mutual
aid instinct to seek cooperation of the other
human beings to reinforce the struggle for
existence. In absence of this instinct of mutual
aid man would not have survived and could not
have protected himself against natural tyranny
and powerful carnivorous animals. Cooperative
efforts were absolutely necessary to combat
these inimical forces.

Natural biological evolving has indicated that
all men, a product of biological evolution are born

with infinite potentialities. Only when these innate
potentialities are unfolded and come to surface,
one would know what is stored in genes.
Therefore, Humanists advocate establishment of
free and open society in order to facilitate to all
constituents of society to unfold their innate
potentialities.

As explained by Late Roy, when life first
appears on the surface of earth, it could not have
any purpose. When life resulted into evolution in
the forms of Homo Sapean, purpose could be
attributed to life. He was not a dead matter. Being
live, he becomes aware of his natural tyrannical
environment and also of carnivorous other animals
that were trying to destroy his existence. This
awareness results first into consciousness then
intelligence and will in respond to hostile
environment. The purpose of human life results
from the characteristics feature of sub-human
biological evolution called struggle for existence.
This consciousness, intelligence and will incite
man to change inimical environment to protect
him from destruction of his very existence. For
his very survival man was forced to acquire
knowledge about his natural environment in order
to combat inimical life destructive forces. This is
how it gave birth to science. Scientific knowledge
is always acquaintance with realty of
environment that leads to objective truth.

The essence of human freedom can be traced
to biological evolution. When human being
appeared on the surface of the earth as the result
of biological evolution, he was required to free
himself from the tyranny of natural phenomena
and hostile environment dominated by carnivorous
animal, physically more powerful than man
threatening his very existence. The first stone of
human freedom was laid. Therefore all values
supporting human existence are derived from
biological struggle of man for existence, are called
biological heritage. According to Roy all human
attributes like intelligence, reason, will, instinct,
intuition, etc are all rooted in the biological
evolution.
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In view of this, it can be safely be deduced
that only thorough knowledge of biological
evolution can illuminate the path of human beings
and establish that man is potentially rational and
their moral impulse is an integral part of human
nature. Therefore, only reason as an instrument
available to man that discriminate moral from
immoral behavior of human beings.

According to Late Julian Huxely, biological
evolution operates by purely quantitative
mechanism in the shape of natural selection. It
results in the qualitative improvement of actual
organism. Natural selection generates novelty;
adaptive improvement and advance in general
organism that successful type tends to
differentiate into dominant type.

He has further said that the biological evolution
in physical sense now has almost come to end.
Now man has become dominant product of
biological evolution. Man has embarked for the
psycho-social evolution which is primarily cultural
and ideological where man has become a
dominant figure, having intellectually well
organized with mental capacity.

He has also mentioned that improvement of
purely biological and physiological foundation
seems to have reached limit. The only road to
further advance is through brain and mind.
Therefore, evolution becomes primarily and
increasingly on cultural dependents, cultural
changes, where dominant system of ideas which
guide thought and action.

From the above it can be deduced that human
experience is a raw material for brain and man
uses it to convert it into organized thought and
ideas relating to destiny and have impact on man’s
attitude to towards life. However, in parenthesis
Julian Huxely said that in the present period of
psycho-social evolution, quantitative increase of
population is leading to a decrease of quality in
people and in many respect in their lives.

Man having evolved from physical universe,
he is therefore an integral part of a
comprehensive evolutionary process and cannot

escape from his responsibility in playing a
dominant role in it. In this entire evolutionary
process of thought, supernaturalism has no room
or any need. This psycho-social evolution is the
result of man’s conscious efforts.

As explained earlier, on human level struggle
for existence becomes struggle for ideas and
values. This psycho-social phase is based on
cumulated human experience and knowledge
acquired influencing traditions. Therefore
traditions should be critically examined in the light
of growth of scientific knowledge because the
psycho-social phase has definite purpose to
attaining human freedom and happiness.

It is the biological evolution had stimulated
mutual aid and cooperative efforts to survive
human species. In absence of these impulses
Homo Sapeans would not have survived.

Biologists have established that man is the
highest product of biological evolution. Human
history starts with appearance of Homo Sapean
on surface of earth. On its appearance, he first
become aware of his surroundings and tried to
adapt to the needs of natural surroundings. During
the course of this process, he develops conscious,
then intelligence and will to alter surroundings to
protect it and suit its existence in order to free
him from the tyrannical natural surroundings that
were trying to destroy its very existence. This is
how human freedom can be traced to struggle
for existence.

In building human character both nature and
nurture play an important role. Both are essential,
what is inherited is genetic and what is acquired
in thought is by nurture. So the social atmosphere
of nurture must never put restriction on
unfoldment of inheritance of gene. Therefore
individual human freedom never to be suppressed.

To achieve human solidarity among the entire
human race, common moral standards are
indispensable to social, political and economic
sphere. Human history tells us that religion, penal
code or even nationalism has failed to induce
moral standards in public life. Only indepth
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knowledge of biological evolution of life can
provide common moral standard

The equality before law, equality as citizen
and equal opportunity to all humankind are not
dependent on genetic endowment. These are
human rights and values. As a biological human
being all human beings have equal rights. But as
regards genetic potentialities are concerned, they
are different and not identical. Ofcourse, all men
are born with innate genetic potentialities. It is
social, political and economic environment that
determines how and which potentialities would
be realized during man’s individual development.
Therefore, the pre-condition for these
potentialities to be unfolded, is that one and all
human individuals must have freedom to realize
his or her innate potentialities, not obstructing the
unfoldment of potentialities of other individuals
constituting society. This mutual aid and
cooperative feelings must have developed during
biological evolution of Homo Sapean. Because
in absence of these impulses human race would
not have survived.

Unity among the entire human race can be
actualizing only if in-depth knowledge of biological
evolution of life penetrated the hearth of each
and every home of human being. This is
corroborated by E.S.Nesbot in his book ‘Living
Earth’ he wrote, discovery of molecule biology
that all organisms are related. All most all
organisms build their proteins of the Omni acid
and organisms use the same code to translate
the information shared by nucli-acid into proteins.
These codes are universal genetic shared by all
life with only minor exceptions. Implication of
this is that all life is descended from a single
organism or from very small interbreeding group.

On the pre-human level, struggle for existence
is mechanical adjustment and natural selection.
This means on sub-human level environment is
neither altered nor changed to suit the existence
of life. It is life that adjusted to the needs of
environment. But on the appearance of Homo
Sapean having attributes of intelligence and will,

this struggle for existence is carried on a higher
level, no longer mechanically adjustment but by
intelligent choice, to alter and change environment
to sustain life and grow. In the pursuance of that
purpose, pre-supposes of judgment. Ultimately
the capacity of judgment is the function of
morality. When the struggle for existence on the
human level carried on according to a conscious
will and intelligently, it is nothing but urge for
freedom. This is how freedom can be traced to
biological evolution.

Man is born biologically equal but with
difference. Previous experience of human is
stored in genes of all human beings. This stored
experience could not be identical. Therefore each
and every human being has a unique personality.
In view of this biological fact, human individual
freedom must never be suppressed.

Life first develops consciousness, then will
and then intelligence to combat hostile natural
environment. Ultimately biological urge for
existence is nothing but urge for freedom from
hostile environment. This human freedom is
traced to biological struggle for existence which
is absolutely required to develop and evolve
individuality and personality of human being.

Late Roy had explained that consciousness
is the property of the geological ward, means to
be aware of the environment. Simple awareness
is supplemented by reaction to the things of which
the organism becomes aware. From that stage
of biological evolution begins the growth of
nervous system to serve the means of
interrelation between the organism and
environment.

If Homo Sapean did not carry the basic innate
biological urge to cooperation with his fellow man,
he would not have survived as species.
Compassion, kindness, mutual aid, a fundamental
urge to cooperate within tribe must have been
the pattern for early groups of man to survive in
their precarious natural environment.

A.M.Wichester in his book ‘Biology and its
Relation’ said man is soft, weak animal and no
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physical match for the powerful muscles, fangs
and claws of other aggressive animals that
might wish to destroy him. Man stand superior
only in his intellect and thought that has
developed him to the dominant position that he
now occupies on the earth.

Therefore, it is understandable how every
man realizing his physical incompetency,
learned to create crude implements and
weapon that place him on a par with his
struggle with but less intelligent competitors
for a living place on earth. Since first tools were
probably made of wood, they long had been
vanished. But other was made of stones which
have persisted through ages. This gives
evidence of the existence of man on earth
about million years ago have been found. A
definite course of human or mankind
development can be through increased
ingenuity of mankind in devising tools.

According to Late Julian Huxely, the
biological evolution process is not directed by
some curiosity purposeful urge but
automatically moving in the direction of
adoption and improvement.

According to Darwin, an organ evolves
gradually and each successive stage has to be
advantageous for it to favor natural selection.

The universally of genetic code is an
important evidence that all life shares common
origin. All living things are descended from
common ancestor. This evidence comes from
certain similarities between species and also
from fossils records.

The application of knowledge of biological
evolution of life to human activities can help
humanity to know our common values and
improve our social relations. Because biology
is identical in all people irrespective of their
nationality, caste, creed and religion. As against
this political and religious factors encourage
separation of groups and nations that result into
antagonism and warfare.

The scientific theory of biological evolution

provides syntactive account of human origin.
It is based upon evidence drawn from wide
range of sciences.

Rudiment of reason, the ability to connect
experience of cause and effect can be traced
in lower animals. Rationality therefore is a
biological function which must have highly
developed in highest product of biological
evolution –the MAN. It is the rationality of man
that subordinates selfishness of man to
enlightenment self-interest which is a social
virtue.

It is the biological evolution which has
conclusively established that man and all other
forms of life are the result of, not of
supernatural act of creation of God but of an
infinitely long process of biological evolution
stretching over at least two million years.

When human species appeared on earth as
the result of biological evolution, its first concern
was to preserve its existence. For this he was
forced to understand natural environment that
was benine as well as hostile.

To develop loyalty to human species, pursuit
of knowledge of biological evolution of life and
its dissemination is the need of the day.

To understand biological evolution, one has
to cultivate scientific outlook. Because science
like religion never claims an absolute
explanation. It is always tentative, subject to
change, modification and at times rejection of
its some tenets in the light of new discoveries
of science and new human experience.
Accumulated scientific knowledge gives
rational explanation of all human experience.
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300 Mahesana, India

301 Makkah, Saudi Arabia

302 Malabar Hill, India

303 Malappuram, India

304 Malda, India

305 Mandi, India

306 Mapo, Republic of Korea

307 Mathikere, India

308 Mau, India

309 Mbabane, Switzerland

310 Meerut, India

311 Medan, Indonesia

312 Medellin, Colombia

313 Medford, MA, the US

314 Melaka, Malaysia

315 Melbourne, Australia

316 Melton Mowbray, the UK

317 Menomonee Falls, WI, the

US

318 Meridian, Idaho, the US

319 Middelburg, the Netherlands

320 Middlesbrough, the UK

321 Middletown, OH US

322 Milan, Italy

323 Minchinbury, Australia

324 Minneapolis, MN, the US

325 Miraj, India

326 Mirpur Khas, Pakistan

327 Monterotondo, Italy

328 Montgomery, AL, the US

329 Morbi, India

330 Morigaon, India

331 Morristown, NJ, the US

332 Mossel Bay, South Africa

333 Mount Gravatt, Australia

334 Muktsar, India

335 Mumbai, India

336 Munich, Germany

337 Muzaffarpur, India

338 Nagar, India

339 Nagpur, India

340 Nawada, India

341 Nepal

342 Neuvic, France

343 Newark, NJ , the US

344 New Delhi, India

345 New Kensington, PA, the US

346 New London, CT, the US

347 New York, the US

348 Nigeria

349 Noida, India

350 North Adams, MA , the US

351 North Las Vegas, NV, the US

352 Northridge, CA, the US

353 Novi, MI the US

354 Oakville, ON, Canada

355  Odense, Denmark

356 Ojo De Agua, Mexico

357 Oklahoma City, OK, the US

358 Oldham , the US

359 Olney, MD, the US

360 Ongole, India

361 Orem, Utah, the US

362 Oslo, Norway

363 Ottawa, ON, Canada

364 Owings Mills, MD, the US

365 Oxford, Mississippi, the US

366 Pacoima, CA, the US

367 Padaebom, Germany

368 Palakkad, India

369 Palm Coast, FL, the US

370 Panjim, India

371 Pardi, India

372 Paris, France

373 Parksville, BC, Canada

374 Paterna, Spain

375 Pathanamthitta, India

376  Patna, India

377 Pattambi, India

378 Payyanur, India

379 Renton, Washington, the US

380 Peachland, British Columbia,

Canada

381 Pérama, Greece

382 Perambalur, India

383 Perumbavoor, India

384 Peshawar, Pafkistan

385 Petaling Jaya, Malaysia

386 Phagwara, India

387 Pharr, TX , the US

388 Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,

the US

389 Philadelphia, PA, the US

390 Phoenix, Mauritius

391 Pickering, ON, Canada

Sr. City,

No. Country

Sr. City,

No. Country

Sr. City,

No. Country
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392 Pikeville, KY, the US

393 Piscataway, NJ , the US

394 Pithoragarh, India

395 Point Cook, Australia

396 Ponnur, India

397 Poona, India

398 Poplar, the UK

399 Port Louis, Mauritius

400 Port Moresby Papua New

Guinea

401 Prague, the Czech Republic

402 Pretoria, South Africa

403 Princeton, NJ, the US

404 Proctorville, OH, the US

405 Provo, Utah, the US

406 Pulwama, India

407 Pune, India

408 Queanbeyan, Australia

409 Raipur, India

410 Rajkot, India

411 Ramanathapuram, India

412 Rampur, India

413 Ramban, India

414 Ranchi, India

415 Rawalpindi, Pakistan

416 Reading, the US

417 Rewari, India

418 Richmond, the UK

419 Ridge Spring, SC, the US

420 Rio De Janeiro, Brazil

421 Riverside, CA, the US

422 Roanoke, VA, the US

423 Rocky River, OH, the US

424 Rodenbach, Germany

425 Rohtak, India

426 Rome, Italy

427 Rotterdam, the Netherlands

428 Rourkela, India

429 Rupandehi, Nepal

430 Ruwais, Qatar

431 Ryde, Australia

432 Saharanpur, India

433 San Antonio, Texas, the US

434 Saint-cloud, France

435 Sakhigopal, India

436 Salar, India

437 Salem, India

438 Samalkha, India

439 Samalkot, India

440 San Antonia, TX, The US

441 San José, Costa Rica

442 San Jose, CA, the US

443 San Nicolás De Los Garza,

Mexico

444 San Salvador, El Salvador

445 Santa Barbara, California, the

US

446 Santa Fe, NM , the US

447 Santa Monica, CA, the US

448 Saint-Hilaire-des-Loges,

France

449 Santiago, Chile

450 Sao Jose Do Rio Preto, Brazil

451 Seattle, WA US

452 Secunderabad, India

453 Serampore, India

454 Shillong, India

455 Shimoga, India

456 Sikar, India

457 Siliguri, India

458 Singida, of Tanzania

459 Sirajganj, Bangladesh

460 Siwan, India

461 Seymour, IN , the US

462 Shah Alam , Malaysia

463 Sharjah, the UAE

464 Sibsagar, India

465 Sikar, India

466 Siliguri, India

467 Singapore, Singapore

468 Slovenia

469 Solan, India

470 Solapur, India

471 Sonari, India

472 Sonepat, India

473 Springfield, MO, the US

474 Springfield, Virginia, the US

475 Srinagar, India

476 St-Albert, Ontario, Canada

477 Streatham, The UK

478 Stockholm, Sweden

479 Stony Point, New York, the

US

480 Suri, India

481 Surat, India

482 Suva, Fiji

483 Swartruggens, South Africa

484 Switzerland

485 Sydney, Australia

486 Tadepalligudem, India

487 Tampa, Flthe US

488 Taoyuan, Taiwan

489 Tegucigalpa, Honduras

490 Tempe, AZ, the US

491 Tenkasi, India

492 Thane, India

493 Thanyaburi, Thailand

494 Thornhill, Ontario, Canada

Sr. City,

No. Country

Sr. City,

No. Country

Sr. City,

No. Country
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495 The Hague, the Netherlands

496 Thrissur, India

497 Tirunelveli, India

498 Tirupati, India

499 Tiruvallur, India

500 Todmorden, the UK

501 Toledo, OH US

502 Toronto, ON, Canada

503 Traverse City, MI, the US

504 Trier, Germany

505 Trivendrum, India

506 Troutville, VA, the US

507 Troy, NY, the US

508 Uganda

509 Ujjain, India

510 UR of Tanzania

511 Vadodara, India

512 Vallejo, California, the US

513 Vapi, India

514 Varanasi, India

515 Vijayawada, India

516 Vilnius, Lithuania

517 Vishakhapatnam, India

518 Vuyyuru, India

519 WA, The United States

520 Waltham, MA, the US

521 Walworth, NY, the US

522 Warsaw, Poland

523 Wellington, New Zealand

524 West Bengal, India

525 West Hartford, CT, the US

526 Wilmington, DE, the US

527 Winchester, the UK

528 Winnipeg, MB, Canada

529 Witney, the UK

530 Witten, Germany

531 Woodbury, Connecticut, the

US

532 Worcester, South Africa

533 Wroclaw, Poland

534 Wynberg, South Africa

535 Yamunanagar, India

536 Yonkers, NY, the US

537 Zambia

538 Zoetermeer, the Netherlands

Sr. City,

No. Country

Sr. City,

No. Country

Sr. City,

No. Country

 Only if the price tends to fall will the government need to procure and hold stocks and then
the price will automatically go up. So, the cost to the government will be the costs of stock
holding and not the value of the entire crop.

However, with MSP announced for all agricultural produce, the cropping pattern will shift
and excess production of wheat and paddy in certain States would stop. For instance, more of
the needed oilseeds and pulses would get produced as they become more remunerative. So, the
present subsidy for excess stocks of wheat and paddy would greatly decline. Further, as farmers
get a higher price, various subsidies to them can be scaled down.

So, MSP for all crops and procurement would not necessarily cost the budget much more
than what is being spent now on various subsidies. Undoubtedly, it would require much wider
and better administrative machinery. There may be inflation for wage and salary earners, both
rural and urban. The minimum wages would have to be raised. But the pandemic has already
flagged the issue of paying workers a living wage to improve their resilience during a crisis. The
huge margins of trade and businesses which are the source of rapidly rising inequality and
shortage of demand leading to a slowing economy would need to be checked.

In brief, announcing MSP for all of agricultural produce would lead to development from
below and is doable within the present resources. The challenge would be administrative and
inflationary pressures but fairness demands that the living standard of others should not be at
the expense of the farmers’ incomes.

Prof. Arun Kumar is author of Indian Economy’s Greatest Crisis: Impact of the Coronavirus
and the Road Ahead.                                         Courtesy The Wire, 24 February, 2021.
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