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INTRODUCTION

This booklet gives a comprehensive report of the Party's Sixth

Conference at Nasik .

The Nasik Conference will be remembered as a milestone in

the history of the Socialist Party . Since 1934 , that is since its

birth , the Party has functioned as the left-wing of the Indian

National Congress. Between 1934 and 1946, anyone who wanted

to be a member of the Congress Socialist Party had to be a

member of the Congress as well. At the Kanpur Session (1946 ),

however, it was decided to drop the word “ Congress ” ; a signi

ficant decision , as it clearly indicated that we were coming to

the parting of ways. During the period that intervened between

Kanpur and Nasik a lot of water had flowed down the Ganges.

The differences between the Congress and the Party had steadily

grown and crystallised and Mahatma Gandhi, that noble and

magnificent bridge between us and the Congress, was no more .

By the inexorable compulsion of events we were forced to the

conclusion that it would be best for us and best for the country

if we severed our connection with the Congress and created a

platform which would serve as an opposition and an alternative

to the Congress which had become a monolithic party by its

new constitution. Without an egalitarian social order, democracy

in India could have no stable foundation and no reality, and we

were convinced that the Congress could not give us a society

based on equality . So we took the decision at Nasik .

The report of the General Secretary, Shri Jayaprakash Narayan ,

is a remarkable document. It is candid and unorthodox to a

degree. I know that dogmatic. Marxists will consider it a piece

of heresy. There is no trace in it of the usual Marxist claptrap.

But to us who look upon Marxism not as a dogma but as the

science of social revolution, the thesis is extremely valuable. It

provides the ship of our Party with an anchor, a compass, a

rudder and a ballast. To the overconfident and to the purblind

these things may appear to be of no consequence, but, in my

opinion, without them all the steam of revolutionary class con

sciousness we care to work up would lead us nowhere. Voyaging
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from chaos to chaos can hardly be the objective of any revolu

tionary worth the name.

The Session continued for three days, and the 260 delegates

wanted the Session to last longer! They were so eager , so enthu

siastic ; they wanted to debate every point and every sentence .

They wanted to understand and they wanted to contribute and

as the reader will not fail to note, they did contribute a great

deal and their criticism affected the original drafts in a very

vital manner.

But we could hardly do full justice either to their eloquence or

to their dialectics. As it was not possible to engage á steno

grapher, all that we could do was to take down notes of the

speeches which were mostly delivered in Hindustani and get them

translated into English . In this process, a good deal of the

finesse of the argument has wo out and its aroma has been

lost. On behalf of the Central Office I promise to make better

arrangements next time.

I take this occasion to thank all the colleagues in the Central

Office, but I consider it my duty to mention Suresh Desai, without

whose help this booklet would not have been published so early .

Bombay, N, G. Gore,

Joint Secretary.

1
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MESSAGES

( 1 ) Polish Socialist Party, Warsaw :

“ Best wishes of success for your Conference."

( 2 ) Mr. David Lewis, National Secretary , Co-operative

Commonwealth Federation of Canada, Ottawa:

Co -operative Commonwealth Federation of

Canada sends warmest greetings to Conference of

India Socialist Party. We rejoice with you in your

country's freedom won with co -operation of British

Labour Party and wish you success in democratic

socialist advance . "

( 3 ) Mr. Morgan Phillips, Labour Party, U.K .:

" Regret unable to send delegates to your Congress

at such short notice but Labour Party expresses

warmest good wishes for the success of your

Congress. "

( 4) Mr. Berl Locker, Palestine Jewish Labour Movement:

“ On behalf Palestine Jewish Labour Movement

send fraternal greetings to your first Conference in

free India and look forward to brotherly co-operation

in revived International. "

(5 ) Mr. Guy Mollet, Parti Socialiste, France :

“ Thanks for invitation to Conference. Regret

impossible send delegates without receiving courrier.

We wish prosperity to your Party and send you

fraternal salute ."

(6 ) Italian Socialist Party, Rome :

' Impossible participate your Congress. We send

you fraternal salutations."

(7 ) Shri Babulal Sethia, London :

“ Hearty greetings.. Wish Conference every success.

Indian Socialists abroad have great confidence in

i

you all . "



(8 ) Mr. Harry Fleischman, National Secretary, Socialist

Party, U.S.A.:

we want to take this opportunity to express

to the Socialist Party of India our heartfelt joy that

India is finally free, and our deepseated hope that

the deliberations of your convention will speedily

lead to the complete victory of democratic socialism

not only in India, not only in Asia , but throughout

the entire world .

“ We need such a victory because the dangers of

capitalist imperialism and totalitarian aggression may

soon lead the world into a bloody Atomic World

War unless we are successful.

“The victory of Socialism alone can end com

munalism , racial discrimination and poverty and

bring about a world of freedom , peace and plenty.”

(9 ) Shri Minoo Masani:

" Warm greetings to my fellow convicts of Nasik

Road Central Prison and other friends. Trust Con

vention will well and truly lay foundations of demo

cratic socialism in India and combat communalism

at home and totalitarianism abroad ."



PROCEEDINGS

1

The Sixth Annual Conference opened at Kotwalnagar, Nasik ,

on 19-3-1948, the number of delegates and member visitors pre

gent being as follows :

Delegates 260

Member Visitors 1016

Friday, 19th March 1948

MORNING SESSION

The Conference assembled at 9 a.m.

ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

Acharya Narendra Deva proposed Shri Purshottam Trikamdas

to the chair . Shri Asoka Mehta seconded the proposal. Shri

Purshottam Trikamdas occupied the chair amidst cheers .

The Chairman was conscious of the heavy responsibility he

was asked to shoulder and in achieving that heavy task he sought

the fullest co -operation of those assembled. Suggesting that the

General Secretary's report be deferred to the afternoon session ,

he called upon Shri N. G. Gore to move the resolution on

Hyderabad.

RESOLUTION ON HYDERABAD

Shri Gore, while indicating the simplicity of the resolution ,

emphasised its importance. He felt that the happenings in

Hyderabad were likely to affect the future of our country in

many ways. He said : “ Sometime back the State Congress had

made two demands. They asked the Nizam to establish Full

1
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Responsible Government and demanded the accession of the State

to the Indian Union . Pressed by the Ittehad -ul-Muslimeen , the

Nizam refused both these demands . The State Congress then

launched direct action ,

The struggle of the people of Hyderabad is unique. They

have to fight on two fronts. They are fighting the Nizam , a

feudal relic, and they have to resist the tyranny of the Fascist,

communal Ittehad-ul-Muslimeen, which is more or less the de

facto Government of Hyderabad . In this battle of two fronts, the

people of Hyderabad are alone . Thousands are dying and losing

their all . I am sorry to observe that particularly since the Stand

still Agreement they are fighting a lonely battle. They are look

ing all around for help . But they are receiving none. They

were expecting the Congress to do it . They sent deputations to

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel but in vain .

“ The Standstill Agreement has strengthened the hands of the

Ittehad -ul-Muslimeen . This band of Fascist communalists is now

functioning , openly defying all tenets of civilisation . Armed with

rifles and swords they go in jeeps to the villages to plunder and

murder the villagers.

The Government of India must now say , Thus far and no

further .' They must immediately terminate the Standstill Agree

ment.

“ The people of Hyderabad are looking towards us . The

Socialist Party organisations of the surrounding provinces want

to help them in their struggle. But the Provincial Governments

are preventing our workers from rendering any help . They are

being harassed and arrested . And yet we must not fail the

people of Hyderabad .”

The resolution was seconded by Shri Rajeshwar Rao . He felt

that the Hyderabad issue was an all-India issue . “ The fight

of the people of Hyderabad,” he said , “ is a two-fold fight - a

fight against autocracy and a fight against communalism
. The

postponement
of Full Responsible

Government
has helped to

release communal forces which may even endanger the peace of

cur country . The Union Government's
attitude towards Hyderabad

is basically wrong. Consciously
or unconsciously

, they have suc

cumbed to the British game of shattering the integrity of our

country . Our effort should be to get out of this Kashmir-Hyder

abad trap ."

In the debate that followed , two amendments were moved .

2



This may

The amendment of Shri Garge (C.P.) seeking to redraft para 2

was accepted by the mover . His contention was that the Hydera

bad struggle was in no way responsible for aggravating the com

munal passions unleashed since August 1947 .

Shri Sohni ( Bombay) wanted the resolution to “ promise active

help " instead of " extending wholehearted support.''

Opposing the amendments, Shri Achyut Patwardhan said :

“ The struggle in Hyderabad is not only a struggle against the

Nizam but also against the Ittehad -ul-Muslimeen .

assume a communal complexion and have its echoes and reechoes

in other parts of our country. We must wipe out the seeds of

communalism from our struggles.'

Dealing with the question of holding forth a promise of active

help' to the people of Hyderabad, he asked : What sort of

active help ? Are we going to help the people of Hyderabad in

the same manner in which Pakistan is helping the raiders who

are fighting for the Azad Kashmir Government? "

Replying to the debate , Shri N. G. Gore opposed any sugges

tion to bind the Party to give active help to the people of

Hyderabad. He emphasised : “ The Nizam has violated the terms

of the Standstill Agreement . The Government of India must

revise its Hyderabad policy ."

Shri Sohni's amendment was put to the vote and lost, and the

resolution was carried by an overwhelming majority .

RESOLUTION ON CIVIL LIBERTIES

The resolution on Civil Liberties was moved next . Moving

this resolution, Dr. K. B. Menon said : “ The Congress Govern

ments are arming themselves with Public Security Acts and

Ordinances . I will tell you against whom they are arming. Since

our Party began its work in Tamilnad , there has been a great

áwakening among the landless labour. Three-fourths of the

organised Kisans are with us , and they are refusing to work for

wages below a certain level . They refuse to do free slave labour.

Therefore, the Madras Government have declared . Section 144 of

the C.P.C. throughout Tamilnad . Why this measure when there

is no struggle ? There is indecent discrimination . Section 144

does not affect Congressmen . They can hold their meetings,

while our workers are either externed , interned or detained .

What is true of Kisans is equally true of labour. Since the

3



last 40 days, 30,000 workers from 32 mills are on strike at

Coimbatore . Workers of thirty mills are with us . Yet the Stand

ardisation Committee would not talk with us . Most of our Party

workers are behind the bars. 47 workers of Mettur have been

asked to pay securities . Such are the conditions down South .

Today we are passing a resolution . May be, tomorrow , if things

do not improve, we will have to resort to direct action.”

Shri Farid Ansari supported the resolution . He said : “ Every

Kisan , labour and political worker knows what it is after 15th

August. The Government and a section of the people both suffer

from a misunderstanding. The Government feel that civil liberties

does not include the right to criticise their regime.' Some people

think that in the name of civil liberties they can' indulge in acti

vities harmful to the nation . Such people are mistaken as is the

Government.

There are people and groups of people who are trying to

harm the nation . In the name of civil liberties, communalists

are openly selling their wares . To crush all such elements we

are prepared to help the Government. But where the Govern

ment takes wrong steps we shall criticise without any reserva

tions."

A number of amendments were moved.

Shri Garge (C.P. ) moved two amendments. By the first he

sought to delete the second sentence and replace the portion after

“ who have no ” by " extra territorial loyalties.” . By the other

amendment he wanted to replace the word state by “ society .'

Shri G. G. Mehta (Bombay) felt that the wording of the resolu

tion was rather mild . He sought to replace “ it deplores in

para 2, line 4 , by such stronger words as " and is seriously con

cerned and strongly condemns."

Shri Ramapati Singh (Bihar) moved that at the end of para 2,

Section 397 of the I.P.C. be mentioned along with Sections 107

and 144 of C.P.C. He informed the house that this Section was

being freely used against our Party workers.

Shri Amulesh Muzumdar ( Bengal) by an amendment sought

to add the words “ Provincial and States before Govern

ments " in para 2 , line 6 .

Shri Bagaitkar (Maharashtra) wanted the resolution to declare

that if encroachments on fundamental rights continued, the

liberty - loving Indians will resort to the classical weapon of

satyagraha to safeguard the freedoms of the people.

4



Shri Ramnandan Misra later replied to the amendments. Shri

Garge's first amendment and the amendments of Shris Ramapati

Singh and Bagaitkar were accepted by the mover. The resolu

tion , as amended , was unanimously adopted by the Conference.

RESOLUTION ON MAY DAY

The third resolution of the morning session was moved by Shri

Asoka Mehta . It was a four - lined resolution on May Day which

Shri Asoka Mehta moved . He did not feel it necessary to explain

the importance of the May Day to Socialists. Continuing, he

said : “ Once in a year the nation should have a holiday. Let

it be a day of socialism , a day in which the kisans and mazdoors

will celebrate their solidarity and demonstrate their growing

strength .”

The May Day resolution was seconded by Shri Prem Bhasin

(East Punjab ).

Shri Ram Joshi (Bombay) opposed the resolution . He said :

I maintain that international working class solidarity is a myth .

We should rather have 9th August as a holiday . The 8th August

resolution which sought to bring power to the workers in fields

and factories has not been fulfilled by the Congress. It is our

duty to redeem that promise and hence 9th August will be a

most suitable day.”

Shris Kashmiri (C.P. ) and Ahuja vehemently opposed Shri

Joshi's suggestion. Shri Ahuja maintained that the history

of socialism is closely associated with the 1st of May. He did

not want to abandon that association .

Shri Joshi's amendment was lost and the resolution was adopted .

The Conference adjourned till 2-30 p.m.

AFTERNOON SESSION

The Conference reassembled at 2-30 p.m.

Shri Jayaprakash Narayan rose to submit his Report amidst

resounding cheers. He said : “ The Annual Report is divided

into two parts. The one I am submitting — the Policy Report

is already with you . Shri Suresh Desai will later submit the

second part - the Organisational Report.'

He told the Conference that the Party had made rapid pro

gress since 1942. “We have , '' he continued , " a far better

organisation, since Kanpur. We have taken rapid strides in

5



building up provincial units . At the same time , I have to remind

you that we have not been able to do all that we wished to do

after Kanpur. Our Central Secretariat is not yet functioning pro

perly . We must evolve and build up a Secretariat which will

give regular and consistent guidance to the provincial units. Our

Central Office is as yet in the nature of a postal unit. Respon

sibility for this state of affairs in the Central Office is entirely

mine . Setting up an efficient office needs consistent effort and

a continuous attention on the part of the General Secretary . I

have not been able to do this. Why ? You have always wanted

me to tour, visit places and address meetings. What has come

out of these tours ? It is difficult to answer the question satis

factorily. Not that we have not benefited. We have benefited

to a great extent . Yet we shall have to admit that the Central

Office has suffered. Achyut Patwardhan and K. K. Menon have

been ill. Suresh Desai is new to the Party and has had very

little experience of political work . He did all that he could . But

after all how much can one man do ?

" What is true of the Central Office is equally true of the Party

literature. But without an up-to-date office, literature cannot be

issued regularly . Yusuf Meherally is ill. He is the best person

to handle literature.

" Most of our leaders have been keeping indifferent health . If

it were possible for them to undertake tours of some parts of the

country, I would certainly have given more time to the Central

Office . Be that as it may , I must face your complaints and

criticism of the Central Office.

“ It has been an year of uneven developments, setbacks and

growth . Wherever groups of self-reliant workers existed , the

Party has grown in strength. Where the workers have always

looked to others for guidance, our organisations have been weak .

I do not propose to spend much time reviewing the achievements

of our provincial parties. I wish to make passing remarks on

some important developments in our provincial organisations.

“ Partition has split up our Punjab party . It pains us to lose

Lahore where the Independence Resolution was passed. A few

of our comrades - workers of the Pakistan Socialist Party -- are

here. I extend them a hearty welcome on your behalf .

Pakistan Party cannot work as a branch of the Indian Party . We

certainly do not wish them to be branded as India's fifth column.

Dawn had said that the Pakistan Socialist: Party gets its orders

6 .



from Delhi. Pakistan is a theocratic state . Ít is difficult for

the Pakistan Party to thrive there. We must redefine our rela

tions with the Pakistan Socialist Party. It is very painful to

consider our comrades from Pakistan on the same footing 'as

Socialists of Burma or any other country. It is a depressing

decision . But we could not prevent the division of India .

“ Due to the partition, our band of workers in the Punjab got

scattered . Still , Prem Bhasin and Mehrchand Ahuja are doing

very good work in the East Punjab. I am sure the East Punjab

Party will be a very strong organisation before long.

In the Madras Presidency we now have four branches

Tamilnad, Andhra, Kerala and Madras City . Party work in

Andhra is not progressing satisfactorily . More efforts will have

to be made to put it on a sound basis.

“ Under the signature of ten of our top leaders we had issued

an appeal for rupees ten lakhs . I am sorry to note that this

work has been neglected. Wherever they went personally money

could be collected . At other places where thousands were pro

mised not even hundreds have come . We want all that money

for Socialist Research Institutes and Labour Colleges. These can

not be set up without money.

" Yet another example is the appeal issued for funds to help

and support our Party workers hit badly by the partition . There

has been no response from the provincial organisations in spite

of repeated reminders from the Central Office .

' My Policy Report is with you . I want you to read it , criti

cise it , make suggestions, discuss it.”

The Chairman suggested that in view of the open session com

mencing at 6-30 p.m. the Conference be adjourned till 8-30 a.m.

the next day. The suggestion was accepted.

Saturday , the 20th March 1948

MORNING SESSION

The Conference reassembled at 9 a.m. The Organisational

Report was submitted by Shri Suresh Desai . The General Secre

tary's Report was then taken up for discussion . The Chairman

remarked : “ A number of delegates wish to speak . I would

request the speakers to be brief and if what a speaker wants to

say has already been covered by a previous speech, he should

limit himself to a new point.”
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The debate that followed was lively . As many as twenty

delegates took part in the debate.

Shri Nargolkar (Bombay) : “ It appears to me that the Report

is mainly addressed to the Gandhian coterie . Is it an appeal

to the Gandhian constructive workers ? Does the General Secre

tary hope to win over this element? When we talk of morality

and democratic opposition to the party in power , we presuppose

a democratic atmosphere. We expect the Congress to play

cricket . In my opinion, this presupposition is wrong . The Con

gress is heading towards totalitarianism ."

Shri Naren Das (Bengal) sought clarification from the General

Secretary on two points. He argued that the idea of constitu

tional opposition to a totalitarian Congress was creating a lot of

confusion . “ I feel that the General Secretary has over-empha

sised spiritual regeneration. If by spiritual regeneration, the

General Secretary meant moral regeneration , then it could be

understood . ”

Shri Mehrchand Ahuja (East Punjab ): “ In his report Jaya

prakashji has emphasised moral values and recommended fair

means to achieve fair ends . Moral values and purity of means

has been the backbone of Gandhism . , Gandhiji taught it for

thirty years. And yet after the 15th of August, all his teachings,

his precepts, his emphasis on moral values and fair means were

forgotten by the Congressmen . The communal storm swept them

away . They lost their heads. Where Gandhiji failed , do we

hope to succeed ? Let us not give up our materialist conception.

When the Punjab was having a blood bath , our comrades were

the only people who did not lose their heads.

There are bound to be some evil persons in society. We

cannot keep an eye on everyone. I feel that too much emphasis

is being put on spiritual regeneration ."

Shri Ramapati Singh (Bihar): “We will have to face the

organised opposition of Congress ministries. The General Secre

tary has made no mention of the difficulties we may have to

face in this direction . I don't think we need raise the inoral

standard of the people. If we pursue spiritual regeneration , we

will get lost.”

Shri Shyamnarayan Kashmiri (C.P. ) : " I feel that we are

abandoning the classical path of revolutionary ethics . Basically ,

it is a new approach which the General Secretary is suggesting.

He has suggested the necessity of moral values and emphasised
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the urgency of adopting fair means to achieve fair ends.

a new orientation to socialist thought. And , therefore , I feel

that there is a great necessity of a scientific theory to explain

this new orientation . What will be the standards of moral values ?

It is essential that these points be further explained. I can tell

you my conception of moral values . Last year the sweepers of

Nagpur were on strike . Our Party requested them to resume

work once or twice a week to keep the city clean ' and thus

avoid the possible outbreak of epidemic . Our suggestion was

opposed by the Communists."

Shri Surajnath Pande (U.P.) : Mahatma Gandhi spent his life

preaching the purity of means. He insisted on the acceptance

of moral values in politics. And yet, did all that have any

effect ? All talk of spiritual regeneration is ineffective and im

practicable. I feel that the portion on ' means and ends ' and

spiritual regeneration should not be incorporated in the Report.”

Shri Sohni (Bombay) felt that the Report was incomplete. He

aid : “ Our Party had adopted an attitude of neutrality at the

A.I.C.C. meeting which accepted the Mountbatten Plan . Jaya

prakashji has explained our policies, both negative and positive.

Why not clarify our neutral policies as well ? ”

Shri Fazlul Karim (Calcutta): “ I believe that the talk of

spiritual regeneration , if carried to its logical conclusion, will lead

us to the conception of trusteeship . Our faith in class struggle

as a weapon of revolution will be shaken . Then there is the

question of left unity. ' Co -operation with Communists is of course

out of question. But then , should we not absorb such other

leftists who are themselves opposed to the Communists ? There

do exist small groups of leftists. They may be splinter groups

but they do wield some influence. In my opinion , our Party

doors should be thrown open to these elements."

Shri Riyasat Karim (Bihar) : " There is nothing wrong about

constructive activity. The General Secretary has said in his

Report that by relying on parliamentary activity alone we will

not be able to establish a socialist society. But then , control of

the State machinery is extremely essential to put through our

programme. It should become an important aspect of our struggle

to establish a socialist society .”

Shri Hariprasad (Bombay ): “ Why is not the Central Party

publishing literature ? In the absence of this literature it some
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times becomes difficult to understand the statements of our

leaders. Our literature should be published in a language which

the kisans and mazdoors understand.”

Shri Rajaram Shastri (U.P. ) : “ The General Secretary has in

his Report condemned Stalinism as a real danger to world peace .

But then , what is true of communist totalitarianism is equally

true of the capitalist democracies. If Russia is a menace to

world peace, then , America is equally so . Why has the Secre

tary condemned one and not the other ?

“ The Socialist Party is a big party today. Why is it that we

have no dailies of our own ? In their absence the views of our

leaders and the correct Party line do not reach our Party mem

bers. There is yet another thing . Why is it that there is a

seeming contradiction in the statements and utterances of our

Party leaders ? This cr tes confusion . "

Shri Haren Chatterji (Bengal) wanted to know more about the

Pakistan Party. He said : “ We in India have been supporting

Sheikh Abdullah while press reports indicate that the Pakistan

Socialist Party had condemned Sheikh Abdullah at its recent

convention ."

Shri Gitaprasad Singh (Bihar) : “ II do not understand this talk

about spiritual regeneration . Our General Secretary has invited

Swamis and Sadhus to lead the country. Jayaprakashji seems

to be very much affected by the recent bloodshed . Murder and

arson was let loose and blood flowed freely not because of any

spiritual degeneration but because the capitalists and vested

interests were behind all that. What harm is there if violence is

used to combat violence ?

“ The General Secretary has invited Shri Aurobindo and

Ramana Maharshi to come out and lead the people . We do not

want to don the saffron . Repeated references to spiritual re

digeneration and moral values have created a lot of confusion .

Must we say things to please some people ? Social reformers

have come and gone. But where does society stand today ? Are

we to become social reformers and abandon the path of reyolu

tion ?

“ We have to fight the vested interests and not moral degene

ration . I am not satisfied with certain things the General Secre

tary has mentioned in his Report."

Shri Munshi Ahmed Din ( Pakistan ) supported the General

10



Secretary's Report and commended it to the Conference. He

said : " It is a fine team with whom I have the good fortune

to work .

Religious antagonism which leads to the slaughter of human

beings in the name of religion has been a great tragedy. The

greatest tragedy in the history of humanity is the inhuman murder

of Gandhiji . Jayaprakashji had all these things before him and

hence his insistence on the purity of means. We have to build

our country afresh .. While doing so we should be sure of the

means we adopt and the methods we follow .

" I do not feel that we are abandoning Marxism . Marx never

thought of religious antagonisms leading to mass conflagrations as

they have in India . We are faced today with problems which

Marxism never thought of . And , if it is necessary to re- interpret

Marx in the light of present happenings, we should and we

must. "

Shri Jayaprakash Narayan then rose to reply to the debate.

He welcomed the criticisms made and the suggestions offered .

He said : “ It would have been better if you had accepted the

Report as it is . I am not going to accept any amendments. I do

not feel I am called upon to do it . They are mostly my personal

reactions and thoughts. This Report is not submitted to you for

adoption. I wanted the debate to know your views on the

Report, to understand you.

“ Some of you have complained that Party leaders express

different views in statements and that there is a seeming contra

diction in this. I don't think so . Personally, I would like what

is happening to continue. It is perfectly democratic and healthy.

If you wish to put restrictions on your leaders, you are at liberty

to do so .

" I have said in my Report that if the Party has to become

a fit instrument of full democracy, then we must so develop our

Party that constructive and parliamentary work are integrated

together. I would put greater emphasis on constructive work .

It is through intensive constructive activity amongst kisans and

mazdoors that we will be able to achieve a socialist society and

build up democratic socialism . Can this task be achieved by

mere capture of power ? If you think so , then I am very much

away from you . We have to go amidst the people and work .

We have to prepare the masses for democratic socialism . Gov
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ernment should not be the only instrument of social good . We

have to so train the workers in the fields and factories that they

will become strong enough to look after themselves. It should

be our aim to so educate the mass mind that socialism will

hecome the basis of their life . Nay - their very life.

" All politics is not power politics . Politics means service . If

by the capture of political power this service can be rendered

more effective, then we would certainly capture it. But capture

of political power should not be our sole objective.

“ Your main attack has been on spiritual regeneration. I have

not made much of spiritual regeneration. The happenings of the

past few months have made me reconsider the whole position .

Humanity has been uprooted. There have been mass murders.

Women have been raped . Children have been ' cut to pieces.

Blood has flown freely. Corruption is rampant. Blackmarketing

has not stopped.

" And the greatest of the tragedies has been the murder of

Gandhiji.

What is the solution for all this ? Communalism has been

let loose in the country. The pattern of our society is communal.

It is a deep -rooted, all -pervading poison and we have to eradi

cate this poison . We must crush communalism once and for all.

Can we do it single-handed ? Is everything due to economic in

equalities ? Is capitalism the only evil ? Can we entirely depend

upon class struggle ? I do not think so . Economic approach

cannot be the only approach . We have been preaching all this

I feel that our approach has a limited appeal.

If ours was the only method, class struggle the only weapon ,

economic approach the only attitude, then India would not have

been partitioned. There would have been no Pakistan . The

R.S.S. mentality would not have assumed present dimensions.

There would not have been mass killings and above all Gandhiji

would not have been assassinated .

And , therefore, my appeal to Shri Aurobindo and Ramana

Maharshi to come out of their seclusion and lead the people.

I do not mean what is commonly understood by ' spiritual re

generation . I do not believe in adhyatma.I do not believe in adhyatma. My philosophy is

worldly and human . I felt that every man should develop a

capacity to recognise evil and to tell good from bad .

Why must you talk of materialism all the while ? There are

all these years .
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time now .

people in society who are orthodox in attitude. They readily

accept moral values. We must have a correct psychological

approach towards these people as they are not influenced by our

phraseology of class struggle. This work can only be done by

people like Shri Aurobindo . I have not invited them to lead

the Socialist Party. I have not appealed to them to give a

political lead to the masses .

“ After my Delhi press conference I had talks with Pandit

Jawaharlal Nehru and Babu Rajendra Prasad. They are in full

agreement with what I had said about spiritual regeneration. I

have progressed a little in what I wished to do in this connection .

“We have been carrying on the socialist movement for a long

I do not believe that the Socialists alone can eradi

cate this poison of communalism . Religious antagonism has

assumed such proportions that we alone cannot fight it . A

countrywide cultural movement is necessary . Gandhiji was

murdered . Ramana Maharshi and Aurobindo can raise their

voice against these tendencies . They can put forth basic moral

values before the people. They alone can appeal to those people

who countenance such things in the name of religion. I felt that

all these things should happen. A countrywide cultural move

ment is necessary . It should spread and spread rapidly . What

harm , if the help of spiritual leaders is sought ? Socialism will

not die because of it . I do not think I have betrayed the socialist

movement.

“ We had differences with Gandhiji regarding 'ends and means

before the dawn of freedom . But then we were slaves. Today

we are a free people. I have given the utmost thought to this

question of ' ends and means. ' The results and effects of class

ical revolutionary ethics must be reconsidered . International

socialist thought has debated this question from higher planes.

I have very carefully considered these controversies. Socialism

will never be full and complete without democracy. We certainly

do not want to establish a totalitarian State even though it might

be a socialist one .

“ Even Godse who murdered Gandhiji, had no personal axe

to grind . He murdered Gandhiji in the name of an ideology as

he understood it . There was organised thought behind that

murder. Godse's ideology needed murders and assassinations for

its achievement.
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Give me a lakh of rupees and we will

“ Our means must be fair and pure because our ends are fair.

I do not want you to get lost in a discussion on ends and means .

Some say ends determine means. Others say means determine

ends. There are yet others who maintain that means and ends

are interconvertible
. Gandhiji has taught us that evil means can

never lead to good ends and that fair ends require fair meatis.

Recent events both at home and abroad have convinced me.

You may have a dislike for Mahatmaji's precepts . But I have

not .

Lokamanya Tilak has in his Geeta Rahasya discussed at

length this question of ' ends and means . ' Where is the harm in

searching for the correct answer ? We should always be on the

look -out for fair means . We will not practice evil . That ends

determine means is a naive thought . We are now becoming an

independent party . Are we going to follow evil practices in elec

tions ? Are we going to play the game of power politics within

our Party and without ? Are we going to resort to bogus voting ?

We do not wish to use lies and falsehood . We will not practice

bribery and corruption .

" And, therefore , along with ends we must think and think

seriously about means .

“ Some of you have complained that I have not condemned

capitalist democracy and particularly America , as a positive

danger to world peace .
Does the omission of America mean

otherwise ? No. We have already recognised the capitalist demo

cracy as a menace to world peace.

It is true we have no dailies . But the fault is not mine ;

nor is the Central Office to blame . Dailies need money — thou

sands of rupees. start

a Hindi daily. Our Party is a poor party. We do not get

funds from abroad ."

RESOLUTION ON POLITICAL SITUATION

Acharya Narendra Deva then rose to move the resolution on

Political situation .

Moving the resolution, Acharyaji said : “ I have been , so far

advocating that we should not quit the Congress. Today, I am

telling you that we must get out of the Congress.

Quitting the Congress is not a pleasant affair. I have been

a Congress worker for the past thirty years . I am leaving the
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associations of all these years . I am leaving behind good friends

Politics is a very strange thing. In politics, friends become foes.

“ Since 1934, I have been maintaining that the Congress can

not be an instrument of socialism .

" It is not that we are in a hurry to quit the Congress. The

Congress is compelling us to get out of it . Once the Congress

President asked us to drop the prefix ' Congress ' from our Party

name. He also pleaded that our Party doors be thrown open

to non - Congressmen . He suggested that this would enable us to

continue in the Congress. We did all that at Kanpur. Today

they have adopted a constitution which has left us no other

alternative.

" Gandhiji had visualised a brighter future for the Congress.

He wanted to convert the Congress into a beehive of servants of

the people. He wanted it to become a Lok Sevak Sangh . Gan

dhiji is no more and they have reduced the Congress to the

status of a political party.

“ Democratic functioning has become impossible within the

Congress It has become impossible to continue in that organ

isation .

“ By accepting the Mountbatten Plan , the Congress abandoned

its fundamentals. No doubt , the country has become free. But

freedom brought a message of death and destruction . Old ills

came to the surface. Never did history witness what we wit

nessed in the immediate post-freedom days . Religious antagon

isms indulged in mass murders. Communalism , backed by

feudalism and vested interests, swept through the country like

a blinding storm . The forces of communal hatred and passions

unleashed after partition have been striving to strike at the very

roots of our new -born State.

These forces of reaction must be fought to make India safe

for secular democracy . Besides these reactionary forces of com

munalism , there are the Communists who have an utter disregard

for the safety of our new -born State . Their loyalties are extra

territorial.' We must fight the Communists also.

Before August 1947 , the Congress was a broad -based national

front. It was an idea , ever -evolving, ever-growing, and all-per

vading . But today it has become a party. It looks upon in

dependence as the end and has now settled down to taste the

fruits of power. It appears as though it has now settled down
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to rule. It has completely identified itself with the Government.

Nay, it has become subservient to the Government,

And all sorts of people have found their way into the Con

gress. Patriots of yesterday are being branded as traitors. The

definition of patriotism has undergone a complete change under

the Congress Raj .

“ There is a vast disparity between what the Congress stands

for and what the Congress Governments do . The Congress claims

that communalists have no place in it . And yet rank communal

ists are members of the Government.

“ Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel assures the capitalists by telling

them that Shanmukham Chetty is their representative and there

fore they need have no apprehensions . He wants the Leaguers

to disband the League and join the Congress . He welcomes

Hindu Mahasabhaites into the Congress. He pats the R.S.S. and

welcomes them too .

By one door the Congress expels the Socialists . Through

another, it admits in capitalists and communalists. God alone

can save the Congress.

The Congress Governments say : ‘ Produce or Perish .' They

are demanding of the workers to make more sacrifices. How

can that be ? The slogan ' Produce or Perish ' cannot be directed

towards the workers only . It must also be directed towards the

capitalists, and the rich people. They must be asked to make

more sacrifices. If the vested interests are prepared to advance

four steps, I assure the Government that the workers will not

lag behind.

“We are not coming out of the Congress with broken hearts.

Our ideals are different. There exists today ideological incom

patibility. This does not however mean that whatever we are

leaving behind is all reactionary. There are still some friends in

the Congress — they may be sticking to it for whatever reasons

whom we must not disregard. If there is a hope, it is easy ..

“ When Congress talks of secular democracy , it does mean it .

We must extend our hand of co - operation to the Congress in

wiping out of existence communal hatred and passions and help

it to eradicate the poison of communalism . It is essential that

an atmosphere of secular democracy must pervade the country

if our State has to gather strength .

We are going to lay the foundation of a new life in our
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country. The personnel of the Services is thoroughly reaction

ary, corrupt and out of date. The administrative machinery

a British creation — is out of tune with the present. We must

re-educate the Services. They must be made to realise that they

are servants of the State and the people. We cannot do without

intellectuals . We must bring them into our fold .

“ There are signs that the Governments are becoming total

itarian . Authoritarianism is growing in the Congress. There is

a demand for a democratic, free , fearless, and healthy opposition

to the party in power . The Socialist Party alone can fulfil this

demand. It is a challenge of history and we must accept it .

" Let us not forget that the roots of democracy lie in the masses .

If the people are strong , the State shall become strong.

" I concede that for some time after breaking away from the

Congress we will be forced into the wilderness. But how does

it matter ?

“ The Congress is becoming lifeless. The nation is in search

of a new ray of hope, a source from which hope can spring . The

origin of this spring lies in the kisans and mazdoors . History

has assigned to the Socialist Party the responsibility to search out

this new ray of hope. Let us accept this with both hands . I ani

sure we will soon be able to evolve a socialist society. We will

soon succeed in establishing democratic socialism . Our dream

will come true. ''

Shri Achyut Patwardhan seconded the resolution. He said :

" Acharyaji has discussed all the points covered by the resolu

tion . I am going to explain only that portion of the resolution

which analyses the realignment of political and class forces. It

is stated in the resolution that the enforcement of the Mount

batten Plan has developed four main political currents.

“ India today is suffering from the tragic consequences of

Mountbatten's partition plan . Partition has unleashed forces of

communalism . These communal forces, backed by the wealth

and might of the vested interests and feudal relics, have become

a source of positive danger to the safety of the new -born State .

They are seeking to attack and blast the secular and democratic

character of our State.

“ The second current flowing at the other end of the political

gamut is equally dangerous. This current is embodied in our

Red friends. Though they do not believe in religion, they have
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gained strength from the forces of communal hatred and passion.

Their tendencies are disruptive and they have no regard for the

safety and integrity of our new -born State . They have extra

territorial loyalties.

While our efforts must be to protect our State from these

two currents, we must try to understand why we are breaking

away from the Congress.

“ While it is yet difficult to determine the class character of

the Congress, it is now perfectly certain that the Congress can

never become an instrument of socialism . It has completely

identified itself with the Government. It is being blackmailed

by the finance -capital. Mind you, I am purposely using this

term .

" Society cannot remain at a standstill. The Congress today

refuses to support the people's struggles for social changes. We

need a revolution to stabilise society. The sort of stability

which we desire is not possible under the existing economic

structure. The Congress is out to maintain the present economic

structure with all its inequalities and inequities. There is a

danger that totalitarian tendencies will grow rapidly. There are

indications of authoritarianism creeping in the Congress. The

Congress is overpowered by the status quo mentality. The result

of all this has been a growing tendency to resent criticism and

a desire to suppress all the progressive forces of the country.

“ To continue the revolutionary traditions of the Congress, to

counteract totalitarianism , to checkmate the reactionary forces

which are gaining strength day by day, there is a great neces

sity of an opposition party . The necessity is urgent. The Socialist

Party can become that opposition . We must develop into a

healthy democratic opposition. Even this opposition will be

resented by the Government. Why ? Because opposition to the

Government is construed by cunning people to mean opposition

to the State. How can that ever be so ? State and Government

are not one and the same. thing . Government is only an instru

ment which seeks to strengthen the State .

“ Our role as an opposition party should not be negative. Our

role must be constructive. We must organise the people ,-the

kisans, the mazdoors, and through constructive work amongst

them we must create foci of power.

“ We have to strengthen the Indian Union . We must avoid
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the mistakes of the Congress. We must keep away from power

politics and must do ceaseless work with constructive approach .

We have to build organisations which can develop the forces of

social change. A genuine democracy can last only when mass

democratic organisations are functioning properly. Our task is

heavy . Let us not be lost in the desire for office. We should

not run after power . We had rather pledge ourselves to the

service of the people .” .

Speaking next in support of the resolution Shri Asoka Mehta

said : “ This resolution is a sort of manifesto on the basis of

which our Party is laying a new foundation .

“ Political and class forces are today compelling us to take

the steps we are taking. For us, the Party is not the all in

all. We want to develop a movement to achieve genuine and

lasting democratic socialism . We have no adequate instrument

to do it . We must create one. Let not opposition to the Gov

ernment be the sheet anchor of our policy.

“ Firstly, we must prepare ourselves for organisational changes

and psychological adjustments within the Party. We have to

prepare ourselves for parliamentary activity. But let us not rely

too much on this and commit the same mistakes which the Con

gress committed . And yet , parliamentary activity cannot be neg

lected .

Secondly , we will have to develop and intensify constructive

and combative activities .

“ Maintenance of a democratic climate in the country will be

our special responsibility .”

The Conference then adjourned till 2-30 p.m.

AFTERNOON SESSION

The Conference reassembled at 2-30 p.m.

The Chairman : ' A number of amendments have been tabled .

We have a heavy agenda before us . I request the speakers to

be brief.”

Shri Bagaitkar (Maharashtra ): We must not think that all.

the elements in the Congress are worth co -operating with , to

defeat and disrupt the communal forces. It is true that secular

and democratic forces do exist in the Congress. There may even

be some persons who are sympathetic to our Party. But then
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the Congress is not controlled by these people. I , therefore,

move that in para 14 of the resolution we should state that it

must join hands with the progressive and democratic elements

within the Congress to .

Shri Bagaram Tulpule (Bombay): “ We are going ahead with

the supposition that democratic climate will be maintained in this

country. The present trends in the Congress, as far as I can

understand, are such as would bring about complete denial of

parliamentary democracy . Take for example the Industrial Truce .

The workers are robbed of their democratic right to go on strike.

Similar conditions may be created in the political sphere.

I object to this one-sided emphasis on the stability of the

State contained in the resolution . What should we do if there

is no democratic climate ? Authoritarian tendencies of the Con

gress may stifle democracy. What then ? We must arm our

selves against such eventualities . We must leave fullest scope

to resort to open insurrection in case parliamentary democracy is

denied by the Congress. I , therefore , move the following amend

ment : Add at the end of para 11 , the following sentence : “ We

must not however overlook the probability that the atmosphere

conducive to democracy may not be evolved in the country, in

which case again the Socialist Party will have to mobilise the

strength of the people to capture power through revolutionary in

surrection .'

My second amendment is regarding para 14 , line 4. After

join hands with and before the Congress ' insert the follow

ing : progressive secular democratic forces inside.

Shri Nargolkar ( Bombay) wanted to delete para 14 and replace

it by the following : “ The Socialist Party while carrying out this

task must ever intensify the class struggles of workers and pea

sants to combat the fissiparous tendencies and ties of rabid caste

rivalries and unhealthy provincialism so as to strengthen the

forces of democracy .”

Shri Ramchandra Shukla (Bihar) wanted to delete all refer

ences to the Congress . He said , “ We are quitting the Con

gress. We must now learn to stand on our own legs . We should

not talk anymore about co -operating with the Congress in this

and that sphere."

Shri Naren Das ( Bengal): . " I suggest the following changes in

dithe resolution :

.
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Para 6 , line 12, after the secular basis of Indian State '

please put and thereby give a lease of life to feudal hierarchy

and big business who are slowly forming an axis in the neo cor

relation of social forces .'

Para 7 , line 7 , the Communists ' should be followed by

like the upholders of status quo . '

Para 9 , line. 4 , of socialism because ’ to be followed by ,

since August 15 it (Congress) has been identifying itself with

the vested interests in definitive opposition to the genuine interests

of the toiling masses as also . .

" Para 10 , line 7 , politidal stability to be followed by

which means an unstable equilibrium .'

' Para 11 , line 4 , an opposition ' to be followed by both

extra -parliamentary and parliamentary .'

“ Para 12, line 1. Please insert ' British ' before finance capi

talist or ' industrial ’ in place of ' finance ' if it does not mean

British interests. "

Shri Haresh Chatterjee (Bengal): " I suggest that in para 2 , the

word ' resistance ' be replaced by struggle .' I also do not agree

with the contention that the Communist Party is adventurist. It

is wrong to say so . ”

Shri Sanjiva Nath wanted to add at the end of the resolution

an appeal to the Muslim League to disband and join the Socialist

Párty .

Shri Rajaram Shastri (U.P. ) was very critical of the resolution .

He said : “ The Congress is becoming reactionary. It is being

utilised as the focus of the bourgeoisie. The Congress will join

hands with communalists to crush the forces of progress. Why

should we promise unconditional co -operation to the Congress and

why absolute non -co -operation with the Communists ? I cannot

understand this . I do not like these extreme attitudes .

“ Our co-operation with both the Congress and Communists

must be conditional.”

Shri Paripurnanand (Tehri Garhwal, U.P. ) wanted to know

what policy the Party will decide upon if the States People's

Conference merges with the Congress. ." The National Execu

tive,” he said , “ is more concerned with the provinces.”

Shri Shrikrishna Sinha (Sahabad, Monghyr) wanted to add the

following words to para 13 after the words " fields and facto

ries " : " by combative and constructive activities.” He also
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sought to delete the portion after “ It must join hands .

and replace it by “ with democratic forces if any."

Shri Ishwari Singh ( Rajputana) wanted the resolution to oppose

the formation of such units as Saurashtra. He deplored the ten

dency to permit big individual States to maintain status quo. He

also wanted the resolution to declare that the All - India States

People's Conference is dead and ineffective.

Shri Haren Chatterji ( Bengal): “ The resolution should include

a diagnosis of the nature and role of capitalists. It must also

clearly define the class character of the Congress."

Shri Achyut Patwardhan then rose to reply to the debate. He

said : “ I am not going to reply to each and every, amendment.

Some of you have moved amendments to replace certain words.

Every word of the resolution has been very carefully selected

and used . If I accept your amendments regarding words the

spirit of the resolution will be killed .

I will accept Bagaram Tulpule's amendment . But I feel

that some changes should be made before it is accepted . He

seems to be in love with ' revolutionary insurrection . I suggest

that his amendment should read thus : ' We must not however

overlook the possibility that the atmosphere conducive to demo

cracy may not evolve in the country, in which case the Socialist

Party will have to mobilise the people for the capture of power.'

“ I am replacing the word ' probability ' by ' possibility .' Why

are you pessimistic about the growth of democracy in the coun

try ? Probability indicates uncertainty . It is a pessimistic word ."

Shri Tulpule : " I accept the changes made in my first amend

ment. "

Continuing , Shri Achyut Patwardhan said : “ I am not going

to accept Bagaitkar's amendment. Some of you have suggested

that any reference to the Congress be deleted . Are you so much

afraid of the Congress ? Do you think you are the only pro

gressive force ? There still are people in the Congress whose

attitude is secular and democratic . There are people within the

Congress who helped us in the past and are likely to help us

in the future . With such people we should always co -operate ,

particularly on issues which are non-controversial . Let us recog

nise them and co-operate with them . Let us not suffer from

Congress -phobia.

“ Nargolkar wants to delete para 14. He wants the Party

to intensify the class struggle of workers and peasants. Let us
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say , 'no .

not be dogmatic . While we accept class struggle, we should

never think that class struggle is the only remedy to cure all

social ills . That the unreal and artificial strife and quarrel created

by the vested interests can only be destroyed through class strug

gle is a false optimism . Let us face issues squarely . An all

sided revolution is necessary . And for that we will have to

create and strengthen different fronts in the society.

" Some of you are under the wrong impression that by putting

an added emphasis on democracy we are trying to minimise the

emphasis on socialism . This is a very wrong accusation .
We

no doubt exist for socialism . At the same time, let us never

betray democracy.

Sanjivnath · wants the resolution to appeal to the Muslim

Leaguers to disband the League and join the Socialist Party. I

We do want to strengthen the State . We do want to

make our nation powerful. But to achieve that we are not

going to abandon our principles. Neither are we going to flirt

with the communalists and reactionaries as the Congress is doing.

We are opposed to the Congress in this respect and yet in the

constructive field of nation -building activities, we will always

co -operate with the Congress.

' I am unhappy about certain things which some of you said .

Let us once for all understand the Communist technique of infil

tration . Let us beware of the Communists. For the nth time

I say, no co -operation with those who have no faith in demo

cracy, no regard for the safety of the State and whose loyalties

are doubtful.

Somebody wants the resolution to determine the class cha

racter of the Congress. How can we do so ? Can you brand it

as a capitalist organisation ? All that one can say is that the

finance capital is trying to blackmail the Congress. The Con

gress has grown through struggles. It has been a united front

of all classes . No doubt it is true that some Congress leaders

are highly class conscious and support a particular class .

It is true that no mention of the States is made in this reso

lution . But we have already passed a resolution on Hyderabad

and a comprehensive resolution on the States will shortly be

placed before you .

“ In this resolution we have clearly indicated our ultimate aim

and object. It should form the basis of all our activities.'

Most of the amendments were withdrawn . A few were pressed
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and lost. Shri Bagaitkar's amendment. was accepted by the

Conference by an overwhelming majority. The resolution , as

amended, was then adopted by the Conference without a divi

sion .

RESOLUTION ON CONGRESS AND THE

SOCIALIST PARTY

Shri Jayaprakash Narayan next moved the resolution on the

Congress .' He said : “ This resolution explains why we are

leaving the Congress. I appeal to the delegates not to move un

necessary amendments. We have already debated at length, my

Policy Report and the resolution on Political Situation . I will

therefore request you to adopt the resolution as it is."

Dr. Rammanohar Lohia : “ I second this resolution and hope

that the Conference will pass it unanimously .”

The Chairman : “ I have, again received a number of amend

ments . I must make one point clear . This resolution on Con

gress is a consequential resolution . It is a consequence of the

political resolution which you have discussed at length .”

Shri G. G. Mehta : “ I suggest that the amendments received

by you be referred to the National Executive for discussion."

The Chairman : “ Yes . That is right. As I have already

pointed out, this is a consequential resolution and therefore there

is bound to be repetition of arguments. I suggest that the reso

lution- along with the amendments be referred back to the National

Executive. If they so desire they may incorporate such amend

ments as they wish to .”

The Chairman's suggestion was accepted and the Conference

adjourned.

Sunday , the 21st March , 1948

MORNING SESSION

The Conference reassembled at 10-15 a.m.

Shri Suresh Desai read further additions to the Organisational

Report.

RESOLUTION ON THE STATES '

Moving the resolution on States, Dr. Rammanohar Lohia said :

“ The Mountbatten Plan equated sovereignty with the Rajas and
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Maharajas to the exclusion of the States peoples. This has con

fronted free India with a number of serious difficulties. The

Rajas and Maharajas do not care even to think about these.

They, on , the contrary, are trying to take advantage of the

difficulties of the Indian Union to strengthen their own position.

In the past, these States were seats of foreign reaction and intri

gues . Today they are backing the communal organisations like

the R.S.S. and the Hindu Mahasabha. Some months back they

even hoped to capture Delhi with the help of vested interests

and the communal organisations.

This Princely Order has been in the habit of supporting high

caste Hindus as against the low caste Hindus. The Rajas and

Maharajas have always supported the high caste Hindus in their

efforts to keep the masses divided into a number of sub - castes.

“ Today the Princely Order is talking of establishing full res

ponsible government in their States. Reactionaries are drafting

model constitutions for the States . And as elections are approach

ing, the caste intrigues fostered by the Princes are becoming more

aggressive. Elections will soon be held in Udaipur. The fran

chise will be adult franchise as suggested by the Munshi Con

stitution . What parties are going to fight the elections? -Such

communal organisations as the Jat Sabha and Rajput Sabha .

This is a very dangerous tendency. It should be our duty to

fight this tendency.

“ We welcome the policy of removing the smaller Princes and

the merging of their territories into the neighbouring provinces.

But we certainly do not welcome the creation of Saurashtras in

the manner in which they are being created . We want that

fair - sized States having greater population and resources should

be transformed into provinces on par with the other provinces.

What is happening is that Rajas are becoming Rajpramukhs

and Uparajpramukhs . Thereby the Princely Order is getting a

position of vantage and they are getting a chance to consolidate

their positions and perpetuate their order .

" Such new provinces, on the contrary, should be formed on

a progressive basis . The States must surrender their armies to

the Indian Union and the customs barriers between the States '

and the Union territory must be immediately abolished . The

Ministers of the newly -created provinces must not be nominees

of the Princes. They must be popular ministers. The people's

1
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Sovereignty now established in Delhi must be unbroken and

remain as an integral whole . It must find direct expression in

the territories of the States.

" We are quitting the Congress . This decision is likely to have

its repercussions on our relations with the All -India States People's

Conference . This organisation may merge with the Congress.

The question of going out of this organisation also will soon

arise . Wherever we are in a position to function independently,

we may do so .

“We should take full part in the democratic struggles of the

States peoples and thus establish our bona fides. Even if we

succeed in setting up a full democratic people's Raj in one State

or the other , I assure you socialism has a bright future in this

country . It should be our policy to actively associate with the

people's struggles for full self- government in such of the States

as have acceded to the Indian Union . Hyderabad, however, is

a delicate question .

There are certain States which are frontiers of the Indian

Union . The position in such States is very delicate . People's

struggles for democratic rule in such States may increase reli

gious antagonism and give rise to communal disturbances ; and

this may bring about direct or indirect intervention by a neigh

bouring Government. We should proceed with caution in such

States. But the Union Government and the States Ministry in

particular should warn such States and bring sufficient pressure

on the Rulers . It is dangerous to ask the people to stop all

agitation and leave the Rulers free to do whatever they choose to .

“ The resolution is with you. . We have advocated a six -point

plan for immediate execution in respect of all Princely States.

I am sure that if this six -point plan is accepted by the Union

Government and given effect to , the country will soon be one,

politically , administratively and economically ."

Shri N. G. Gore seconded the resolution .

An amendment to point No. 4 of paragraph 4 seeking to

add " and States not large enough to form a separate province

should be merged with the neighbouring Indian province,” was

accepted by the mover.

The resolution , as amended, was unanimously adopted by the

Conference. The Conference then adjourned till 2-30 p.m.
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AFTERNOON SESSION

The Conference reassembled at 3-15 p.m.

i

Amendment to the Party Constitution

Shri S. M. Joshi moved an amendment to clause 3 of the Party

Constitution . He said : We must make our Party broad -based .

The doors of the Party must be thrown open to all those who

accept our policy and programme and are prepared to work for

its fulfilment. Today, to become a member of our Party , it is

necessary to serve a period of probation . Let us do away with

these formalities. Anyone who pledges to fulfil the three condi

tions and who is duly proposed and seconded by our Party

members should be immediately accepted as a full - fledged member

of our Party. It should not be necessary for such persons to

wait for the consent of the Executive . If by any chance un

desirable persons do get into the Party , the Provincial Executives

are always there to watch and control the activities of such per

sons . Such persons can always be driven out of the Party. I

move that sub -clause d ' of clause 3 of the Party Constitution

be deleted . "

Shri S. M. Joshi's amendment drew a barrage of attack .

Shri Amalesh Muzumdar (Bengal) : “ I oppose the amend

ment, We are becoming an independent political party . The

strength of our Party will grow only if it remains a party of

active workers.”

Shri Paritosh Banerji (Bengal): “ On the contrary , I suggest

that we should become more strict in the matter of membership.

If the amendment is accepted , reactionary elements and oppor

tunists will infiltrate into the Party .”

Shri Mehrchand Ahuja (East Punjab ): “ At this delicate junc

ture when we have just begun to stand on our own legs, we

should be more careful and strict . Our Party doors should not

be thrown open to indiscriminate membership .”

Shri Dandavate (Bombay ): “ I appreciate the spirit of the

amendment . But this is not the time to do what Shri S. M.

Joshi is suggesting . I oppose the amendment."

Shri Nargolkar (Bombay) also opposed the amendment.

Shri G. G. Mehta (Bombay): “ I suggest that this amendment

be referred back to the National Executive for reconsideration

in the light of the discussion ."
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Shri Achyut Patwardhan : According to clause 12 of the

Party Constitution , it is necessary that after the reconsideration

of the amendment, the National Executive place it ' before the

General Council when it meets next. "

The suggestion was accepted and the amendment was sent back

to the National Executive for reconsideration .

Amendments to the Policy Statement

Shri Prem Bhasin ( East Punjab) : “ I am moving an amend

ment to the Policy Statement whereby the Socialist Party

(Pakistan) will sever all its connections with the parent body.

“ India and Pakistan are sovereign nation States. The Pakistan

Socialist Party, because of its connections with the Socialist Party

( India) , is being dubbed as an agent of the Indian Party. It is

being branded as the fifth column of India . It is very neces

sary for its growth that the Pakistan Party severs all its rela

tions with the Socialist Party (India ). I therefore move the

following amendments :

Section 64 : Delete ‘ be vested . . . Party .'

" Section 64 : Add after should ' in line 7 the following :

sever their connections with the parent organisation and consti

tute themselves into an independent party .'

“ Section 65 : Delete this section .”

-The amendment was seconded by Shri S. M. Joshi and was

accepted unanimously.

The portion on kisans of the Policy Statement was referred

back to the National Executive.

+

RESOLUTION ON INTERNATIONAL SITUATION

Moving the resolution on the International Situation , Dr. Ram

manohar Lohia traced the history of the idea of third camp. He

said : Before World War II the world was divided into two

camps the Axis and the Allies . One could belong to either of

the two. The nations of Europe had to pitch their tents in

cither of the two camps.

“ The idea of the third camp was for the first time developed

in India by the Socialists. Without the consent of the Indian

people, Britain had dragged India into the war . We could not

tolerate this position . The Congress challenged the professions

of the Allies. It demanded of the Allies' to declare their war
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66

aims. We are opposed to the Axis camp . We are prepared to

help you in your fight against the Axis powers. But give us our

freedom first. We will join your camp as a free people . That

was the Congress argument.

India was not satisfied with the war aims of the Allies . It

did not want to be a slave member of the Allies.

“ We, therefore, gave the call for a third camp. We there

fore opposed the war and invited the freedom-loving peoples of

Asia and the world to join our camp — the oppressed peoples'

camp.

In 1939, we opposed the war because the war aims of the

Allies did not hold forth any promise to the oppressed peoples

of the world . The Communists opposed it because it was a war

between capitalist democracies and the Fascists. In 1942, India

opened a third camp under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi

and still opposed the war . The Communists called it the peoples'

war and enthusiastically supported the war effort of the Allies

because the U.S.S.R. had joined the Allies.

World War II ended in 1945. Three years have gone by

since the hostilities ended . We find the world again divided

into two camps — the Russian camp and the American camp. Both

these camps are today preparing for yet another war. It is a

threat to world peace.

Now is the time to once more give a call for the third camp .

India is a member of the UNO, since the last two years . Have

we followed an independent international policy ? We are some

times in the Russian camp. At other times we go and sit in

the American camp. I admit ours is a weak nation . We are

a weak military power. But it is immaterial whether a nation

is strong or weak militarily . It must yet have a foreign policy.

Why must that be weak-kneed ? Why not improve it ? Why

not strengthen it ? Or does it depend upon the number of sol

diers you arm ?

“ Political struggles are going on in many nations. Our Gov

ernment has expressed views on all of them . In most cases it

has failed to act on the basis of what it said . The Indian Union's

representatives stoutly opposed ' veto ' at the UNO and yet they

voted in favour of it . The Kashmir issue was taken to the UNO

and when we failed to convince the UNO Panditji put the

blame at the doors of other nations. We can't go on like this .

“ There is a possibility of yet another war . In the event of
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a war, our present foreign policy will make us join one of the

two camps. Our Government must declare itself in favour of

world peace . Our foreign policy must be firm and definite .

“ The need of today is a call for the third camp — the camp

of world peace . Quite a number of Asiatic countries have coine

into their own . They want to safeguard their freedom . They

are small nations . Our country should develop lasting friend

ship with them . We must help them to eradicate poverty from

their lands . We should also try to help such peoples to whom

freedom has not yet come . These should be our tasks the

tasks of our foreign policy .

“ Sometimes I wonder how it is that the Communist parties

manage to exist in spite of their condemnation by the people

and governments. I have come to believe that the existence of

an International gives them a renewed impetus every time. Why

should we not develop such an International, a Socialist Inter

national, and call it the Third Force ? There are democratic

socialist parties in several countries. In Burma, for example, the

Socialists enjoy a strong position in the Government. We should

make an effort to set up a strong federation of the Asiatic social

ist parties. Such a federation will no doubt wield a good influence

on the various governments.

Panditji's foreign policy is vague and weak . Foreign policy

has a considerable relation with the domestic policy of a country .

What we do at home is reflected on the world stage . If we

want the other nations and their peoples to help us to solve our

difficulties (take , for example, the Kashmir issue at the UNO) ,

it is essential that our Government proves to those peoples that

it is earnestly working for the emancipation of the peasants and

workers . Large measures of national reconstruction should be

undertaken . There should be a number of economic plans. Free

India Government is functioning since the last two years. Has

it yet abolished zamindaris ? And look at Burma. The Bur

mese Government abolished zamindaris the day Burma became

independent. It also limited the individual holdings to a maxi.

mụm of 50 acres . Such a step, if taken , is bound to create tre

mendous goodwill among the peoples of other countries.

“ If we have bold and progressive domestic policies and we

carry them out, I am sure we will soon have a number of friends

in the world . We must make the peasants and workers of other

countries feel that we are going in the right direction . If this
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is done and a full programme carried on to establish democratic

socialism , I am sure that a country like Afghanistan - I can't

say anything about Egypt - will rather have friendship with us

than with Pakistan .

Asia represents half the population of the world. And yet

its representation on the UNO is 1 / 10th . Why is it so ? Most

of the Asiatic countries are now free . There are two courses open

before them . They may either indulge in communal politics and

refuse to be a secular state and thus get completely lost in

internal strifes. In Indonesia , for example, one party wants that

the President of the Republic should always be a Muslim . Or

else, in the international sphere they may identify with either

of the two camps.

We must so evolve our foreign policy that the Asiatic coun

tries avoid both these courses and answer our call for a third

camp. Let us pitch our tents everywhere and strengthen this

Third Force. We must sign treaties of permanent,friendship with

Burma, Nepal, Ceylon and the other independent countries of

South - East Asia . Such treaties should lead us into a permanent

federation . Once such a federation comes into being to strengthen

the third camp, the world can be made safe for democracy and

permanent peace.

" It should also be our duty to see that each one of the Asiatic

free countries get representation on the UNO ."

Shri B. P. Sinha (U.P.) : “ I second the resolution moved by

the learned Doctor. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru is busy consolidat

ing our new -born State . His anxiety to achieve this is reflected

in his for in policy. He is pacifying the capitalists at home

and the capitalist democracies abroad.

Let us not run away with the idea that international working

class unity is a myth. International working class solidarity is the

only guarantee of world peace . Chiang Kai -shek and Panditji

could have brought this about. Instead , they have allied them

selves with vested interests. By following democratic socialist

methods in building up the two countries they could have brought

India and China much closer. Nearly half the population of the

world would have been thus united and international working

class unity of a genuine type could have been then evolved .”

Speaking next, Shri Asoka Mehta said : " Vital changes are

taking place in the Soviet world . Whatever socialist forces are

there in the Soviet world have no separate existence. They have
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to subordinate their policies to those of the Communists. They

bave absolutely no chance to thrive . Most of the socialist forces

are outside the Soviet world .

“ Is it assumed by this resolution that the Third Force has a

chance in the Soviet world ? The Communists the world over

are opposed to the third force . In the Soviet world , the right

wing parties have been liquidated. The Socialists are considered

as the worst enemies . It is looked upon as a menace in the

Soviet world . There the dynamic socialist movement is Sup

pressed . Wemust defend it . International Third Force is pos

sible only if there is dynamic democratic socialism .

Does the resolution assume that we are opposed to the Soviet

bloc and are antagonistic to the Soviet Union ?

“ I firmly believe that the Third Force can survive only in

the non-Soviet world . In Eastern Europe we can never find an

over - ground supporter of social democracy. The Communists in

East Europe do not admit of the Third Force.

Do you believe that vast social changes can be brought about

through democracy ? If you do, then only the Third Force

becomes a reality . And therefore again we will have to face

the organised might of the Soviet world .”

A few amendments were received by the Chairman .
The reso

lution was adopted and the amendments
were referred to the

National Executive for consideration
.

The remaining resolutions were then referred back to the

National Executive for want of time.

The Chairman : “ The Conference will now proceed with the

election of the General Secretary and the National pecutive.”

Shri Asoka Mehta : “ Today we are passing through a critical

period. Therefore it is desirable that the control of the Party, at

least for some time to come , should remain in the hands of our

old comrades. I , however, recognise that it is a party of the

youth and the forces of 1942. New blood should assume control

of the Party. And yet I feel that the old hands should continue

to guide the Party. I am placing before you for your approval

a list of the proposed personnel of the National Executive. I

hope you will adopt the list. I am aware that this is not a

democratic method of electing the National Executive.

“ This is my own list. This list is not prepared by the present

National Executive . The procedure is that you have to accept

the entire list or else make alternative suggestions. I will read

11
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out the names to you. I will not accept any changes in the

list. I have suggested such names as would inspire the confi

dence of the entire nation .

General Secretary :-Jayaprakash Narayan.

Treasurer :-Purshottam Trikamdas.

Joint Secretaries :-Dr. K. B. Menon, N. G. Gore, Suresh

Desai and Prem Bhasin .

Members : -Acharya Narendra Deva, Dr. Rammanohar Lohia ,

Asoka Mehta, Achyut Patwardhan , Yusuf Meherally, Kamaladevi

Chattopadhyaya, Aruna Asaf Ali, Gangasharan Sinha , Ramnan

dan Misra, Munshi Ahmed Din, Maganlal Bagdi, Sibnath Banerji ,

Hareshwar Goswami, Chhotubhai Purani, Surendranath Dwivedi,

Narendranath Das , Madhu Limaye, Moinuddin Harris and B. P.

Sinha.

“ I should like to make a special mention of one member.

She joined the Party three days back . But she had been work

ing with us since 1942 and has been a trusted friend . I refer

to Shrimati Aruna Asaf Ali."

The mention of Shrimati Aruna Asaf Ali was greeted with

loud applause.

Shri Achyut Patwardhan seconded Shri Asoka Mehta's proposal .

The Chairman : " I now put the list as proposed by Shri

Asoka Mehta to vote . ”

Proposed that Shri Jayaprakash Narayan be our next

General Secretary .

' that Shri Purshottam Trikamdas be our Treasurer.

that Dr. K. B. Menon, Shri N. G. Gore, Shri Suresh Desai

and Shri Frem Bhasin be Joint Secretaries.

that Acharya Narendra Deva, Dr. Rammanohar Lohia,

Shri Asoka Mehta, Shri Yusuf Meherally, Shrimati Kamaladevi

Chattopadhyaya, Shrimati Aruna Asaf Ali, Shri Gangasharan

Sinha , Shri Ramnandan Misra , Munshi Ahmed Din , Shri

Maganlal Bagdi , Shri Sibnath Banerji, Shri Hareshwar Goswami ,

Shri 'Chhotubhai Purani , Shri Surendranath Dwivedi , Shri

Narendranath Das, Shri Madhu Limaye, Shri Moinuddin Harris,

and Shri B. P. Sinha be members of the National Executive . '

The proposals were unanimously accepted with resounding

cheers . The Conference also accepted the invitation of Bihar to

hold the next conference there.

Shri Jayaprakash Narayan : “ I am happy to make an an

nouncement . Munshi Ahmed Din has been elected member of

6
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the National Executive . Munshiji has decided to quit Pakistan.

I welcome him on your behalf,"

Shri N. G. Gore : “ I thank you all on behalf of the Reception

Committee and the Maharashtra Socialist Party. I am grateful

to you all . But for your co -operation , this Conference would

never have been a success. I apologise for the inconveniences

you had to suffer regarding food and water . We tried our level

best to make the arrangements as perfect as possible. I am

grateful to you because you tried your level best to ignore our

shortcomings.”

The Chairman : “ I thank you all for your co -operation .”

The session of the Sixth Annual Conference of the Socialist

Party ( India) then concluded .
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Resolutions passed at the Sixth Annual Conference

of the Socialist Party held at Nasik on

19th, 20th and 21st March, 1948

1. CONDOLENCE (DEATH OF MAHATMA GANDHI)

This Conference of the Socialist Party expresses its profound

shame and sorrow at the tragic assassination of Mahatma Gandhi,

and offers its deep homage to the Father of the Indian people.

During the more than twenty -five years that India was blessed

by his unique leadership, Gandhiji strove to emphasise those

new social values which alone give a reality to social reconstruc

tion ,

By his insistence upon right means for securing the ends of

social justice, Gandhiji had provided for the downtrodden people

of the world with a powerful weapon of social change . (Satya

graha is a technique which can invest a struggle with that moral

elevation which no force can undermine.)

Gandhiji's stress upon a common basis of citizenship without

respect for religious difference , provincial and caste exclusiveness

or economic inequalities provides a foundation of national pro

gress without resorting to aggression or retaliation . Both India

and Pakistan can only find harmony and strength to the extent

that this uniform citizenship is realised in fact.

Gandhiji lived his personal as well as social life in terms of

the well-being of the starving millions of his countrymen . By

his identification with the poorest villager and outcaste, Gandhiji

provided an acid test of every policy .

The socialist movement in this, land is greatly enriched by

Gandhiji's patient efforts to establish these new social values.

The Socialist Party gratefully acknowledges this heritage and

pledges itself to be true to these principles of social progress

which Gandhiji has upheld so nobly in fife and death.

2. POLITICAL SITUATION

The political situation in India has changed materially since
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the last Conference of the Party at Kanpur.

The accent that the Congress put on negotiations as against

resistance as the method of achieving freedom in the final lap

of the struggle has inevitably exacted a heavy price. The Mount

batten Plan, while it has clothed India with freedom , has parti

tioned the country and has involved her in all the tragic conse

quences of partition including the uprooting and mass murder

and migration of millions of people .

One of the major consequences of the Mountbatten Plan has

been a serious realignment of class forces in the country. The

partition with its emphasis on communities has accentuated the

climate of communalism and has brought to the fore factors and

forces favouring communalism and other centrifugal tendencies .

Another fundamental assumption of the Mountbatten Plan was

a distinction between British and Indian India and the equating

of sovereignty with the Princes to the exclusion of the people in

the States. The unfolding of this assumption has confronted free

India with serious difficulties in many States, crucially in Kashmir,

Hyderabad and Junagadh .

Thus, the infant State finds itself at the mercy of forces of

conflict and disruption from within and without, and its survival

and strength become the governing criteria of all policies.

The realignment of political and class forces brought about by

the enforcement of the Mountbatten Plan has developed four

main political currents. The first, and the most dangerous, re

presents the communal forces backed by the wealth and influence

of vested rights. Its contribution to the freedom struggle was

negative and obstructive, yet it has gained immensely through the

achievements of freedom through partition . The communal

reflexes are being shamelessly exploited by these political forces

and the culmination of their efforts was the cruel assassination

of Mahatma Gandhi. These reactionary forces seek, to blast the

democratic and secular basis of the Indian State, they strive to

sap rational thinking and foster mass irrationalism . They consti

tute, with their medieval outlook , subterranean and irrational

methods, indifference to all human values save the crudest and

rawest instincts, the most serious menace to the foundations of

the new State .

The second current, equally adventurist, though at the other

end of the political gamut, gains strength from this rampant

reaction . This current is embodied in the Communist Party. The
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diehard upholders of the status quo create precisely those condi

tions in which the Communists can thrive by appealing crudely

to the baulked class forces and sentiments. The Communists are

a grave source of danger because they pursue their ends with

little regard to the stability and integrity of the State. As in

1942 , so again in 1948, the lodestar of Communist thought and

action is not the welfare and greatness of the people of India .

Both these extreme fringes of India's political line-up are alike

in their intolerance of democracy, in their unconcern about the

stability and survival of the State . It is the prime task of the

Socialist Party to isolate these fringes from the main stream of

India's political life.

This leaves the two main political currents, the Congress and

the Socialist Party . The Congress is incapable of further chang

ing its class character and become an instrument of socialism

because of its total identification with governments and its refusal

to support the social struggles of the masses. The revolutionary

tradition of the Congress was built up during struggles, when it

was always opposing the government of the day. The Congress

will have to free itself from its present identification with Gov

ernment if it is to become the instrument of social change. It

cannot obviously do that .

It is in this context of a Congress that is unable to sustain its

revolutionary tradition that the need for another party arises .

For stability can never be attained under the existing conditions

of grave economic inequalities and privations without fundament

ally redefining the pattern of our economic institutions. Only a

socialist State can ensure a solid foundation to political stability.

There is, therefore, no other way open to the forces of demo

cratic socialism except to march ahead with the triumphant ban

ner of a socialist State .

The Congress is in danger , because of its authoritarian bias,

of being overwhelmed by anti-secular, anti-democratic forces of

the right. Hence for the maintenance of democratic climate , an

opposition becomes necessary. The Socialist Party alone can

provide this opposition which continues the tradition of identifica

tion with the struggles of the dispossessed . We must not how

ever overlook the possibility that the atmosphere conducive to

democracy may not evolve in the country, in which case the

Socialist Party will have to mobilise the people for the capture

H

of power.
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The pervasive sway of finance capitalist interests over State

policy must be fought and broken with firmness . Through a sus

tained support of all partial struggles against an unjust status

quo as well as by an ever -active effort to revitalise the mass

democratic organs of the working classes that the Socialist Party

must lay the foundations of its real strength .

It must be remembered that the Socialist Party can grow to

maturity if it avoids the mistakes of the Congress. It must

avoid being purely negative and critical. It must never take

the easy way out " of relying on administrative action as the

sole motive force of social change. Only the democratic organ

isations and the sharpening of the consciousness in fields and

factories can bring real strength to the Socialist Party .

The Socialist Party while carrying out this task must neverthe

less give its fullest support to those common efforts which

strengthen the democratic fabric of our political life. It must

join hands with the progressive and democratic elements in the

Congress to disrupt and defeat the grip of communal reaction as

well as provincial and caste rivalries so as to strengthen the forces

of democracy . The secular democratic basis of the State is a

heritage of the Congress and the Socialist Party alike .

3. CIVIL LIBERTIES

The liberty of the citizen is a cardinal feature of the demo

cratic State. This liberty however can only be claimed by those

who have no extra -territorial loyalties. Any abuse of liberty to

defeat the democratic basis of society can never be permitted ,

nor can the claim to enjoy the privileges of democratic freedom

be conceded to those who employ terrorist, fascist or totalitarian

methods.

While this Conference of the Socialist Party fully subscribes

to this fundamental view of civil liberties and extends its support

to the Government in dealing with those who by undemocratic

methods threaten to subvert the State, it deplores the encroach

ments on civil liberties of the people made by the Provincial and

States Governments in the country. The fundamental freedoms

of speech , press and association , are being hedged in on every

side , and are being denied on the slightest pretext. All criticism

is resented , and the dangerous tendency of equating a critic with

a traitor or a criminal is developing. News Services and Broad
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casting are deliberately used for partisan ends by the party in

power. Official positions are being utilised to build up volunteer

organisations of the Congress Party, by banning other non-com

munal, non -military volunteer bodies like the Rashtra Seva Dal

and by according special facilities to the Congress Dal . Similar

influences and pressures are at work to foster Congress -dominated

labour organisations and to obstruct the efforts of independent

parties and persons to organise the workers. Peasant and labour

workers, who do not belong to the official Congress group , are

being thwarted in many ways, and Sections 144 and 107 of the

Cr.P.C. and 379 of the I.P.C. and the Public Safety Act, are

used to restrict their activities and even to deprive them of their

liberty.

Denial of civil liberties becomes a habit to the mind that begins

to equate the governing party with the country as a whole . Such

totalitarian tendencies need to be checked in the interest of India's

infant democracy. If encroachments on fundamental rights and

liberties continue, liberty -loving Indians will be compelled to resort

to the classic weapon of satyagraha to safeguard the freedoms of

the people.

The Socialist Party is pledged to safeguard the civil liberties

and the democratic rights of our people. This Conference appeals

to‘all freedom -loving men in the country to band together in a

Civil Liberties Union to make the rights and liberties of every

Indian the sacred responsibility of our entire people.

4. CONGRESS AND THE SOCIALIST PARTY

The Socialist Party began its career in 1934 as a party organ

ically linked with the Congress. The Socialists recognised the

primacy, of national struggle and acknowledged the pivotal posi

tion of the Congress in that struggle. They desired, in the interest

of the national movement itself , a clarification of the aims and

objectives of the Congress and strove to put socialistic content

in the national policies of the Congress. They also desired to

strengthen the national movement by linking the Congress with

class organisations of workers and peasants . While the Congress

response to the efforts varied from time to time, it throughout

functioned as a national front embracing diverse parties and groups

professing different ideologies and social philosophies . With the

achievement of freedom , the role of the Congress as a joint front
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of the İndian people has come to an end . The Congress leaders

themselves desire to convert the great organisation into a compact

party . The new constitution of the Congress specifically outlaws,

for the first time in its historic career, organised groups and

parties from functioning in the Congress. Once the decision to

become a party asserts itself , the national or multi- class character

of the organisation disappears. It then inevitably becomes a

party of one class or the other. The Congress efforts at becom

ing a multi-class party in fact results in refusing to become a

party of the working people. The constitutional changes, as well

as the inner logic of development sketched above, therefore, end

the long period of organic association of the Socialists with the

Congress.

This Conference of the Socialist Party , while it calls upon its

members to withdraw from the Congress, hopes that the Con

gress will remain a progressive organisation sharing common poli

tical ideals, loyalties and memories with the Socialist Party.

5. STATES

In order to preserve their own autocracy against people's sove

reignty, the Princely States turned into centres of communal and

caste reaction with the advent of freedom , as they were the seats

of foreign reaction under British rule. In the interest of the

States people themselves, but even more so of the Indian people

as a whole, the unbroken people's sovereignty now established

in Delhi must soon find direct expression in the territories of the

States, so that no princely groups are left to conspire against the

internal and external security nor is one Indian forced to

acknowledge another as his prince. An urgency attaches to this

task , for the Princely States must , together with other communal

bodies , bear the guilt of the assassination of Mahatma Gandhi.

This Conference of the Socialist Party welcomes the policy of

removing the smaller Princes and of the merging of these terri

tories into neighbouring provinces, but it mustrecord its criticism

of the manner in which the medium States are being unified ,

that while a step in the direction of unification is taken , the

Princes got an access to their strength and are further consoli

dated . In respect of the bigger States, the policy pursued is

wholly unsatisfactory.

This Conference advocates a six -point plan for immediate exe

So
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cution in respect of all Princely States :

1. All States armies to be abolished and direct units of

the Indian Army to be recruited and administered , without

recognition of communal or caste distinctions.

2. Customs barriers and permit restrictions to be erased

so as to allow free movement of persons and goods.

3. The States Ministry must give up the old British tradi

tion still governing the triangular relations of the India Gov

ernment, the Princes and the States' people.

4. New provinces to be created , with power vesting wholly

in the people, and States not large enough to form a sepa

rate province should be merged with the neighbouring Indian

province.

5. Interim ministries as are being set up should contain

none other than people's representatives and all jagirdari and

princely interests must be excluded .

6. Arrangements to be made for early general elections

on the basis of adult franchise and without any privileged

constituencies.

7. The States' people must be permitted the liberties of

meetings, associations, publications and organisations.

In Princely States which are near the frontier and where an

explosive communal situation exists, the States Ministry can call

upon the people to slow their struggles only if it is able and

willing to curb these Princes and is also in a position to provide

scope to the people for cleansing their territories of the con

munal poison.

This Conference extends its fullest support to the States' people

in their effort and struggles to rid themselves of autocracy. It

expresses its firm belief that the country shall soon be one , poli

tically , administratively and economically. For the realisation of

this belief and of the immediate six -point plan, the Socialist

Party shall strive.

6. HYDERABAD

This Conference of the Socialist Party extends its greetings and

support to the people of Hyderabad who are striving to over

throw the domination of the autocratic and bigoted regime of a

feudal dynasty which has never enjoyed paramount status in the
Indian polity .
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The Socialist Party views with grave concern the postponement

of this vital issue of the sovereignty of the people of Hyderabad

and refuses to recognise the prerogative of the Nizam to rule

over the one crore and sixty -five lakhs of people of the State,

according to his caprice. It refutes the effort to clothe the pre

sent regime in Hyderabad as a Muslim Government. The straight

forward issue here, as elsewhere, is between people's sovereign

rights against the autocratic claims of an effete dynasty .

The Standstill Agreement needlessly prolongs the Nizam's power

and thus it postpones the question of the establishment of a fully

responsible government of the people of the State who alone can

determine the issue of accession . In view of the repeated breaches

of this Agreement by the Nizam , by his deliberately hostile atti

tude to the Indian Union as exemplified by the 20 - crore loan to

Pakistan , the misuse of the wireless and the secret imports of

arms, the Government of India must now end the period of

make -belief negotiations.

The Party condemns the excesses of the Ittehad - ul-Muslimeen

as calculated to endanger the lives, property and honour of thou

sands of peace-loving Muslims as well as Hindus in the . State

who are anxious to live in peace and co-operation . Only a

people's representative government can establish law and order

in Hyderabad.

This Conference congratulates the people of Hyderabad and

particularly the students and workers for their valiant sacrifices

and heroism and extends to them its wholehearted support in

their great struggle.

7. INTERNATIONAL SITUATION

This Annual Conference of the Socialist Party is alarmed at the

rapidly worsening relations between the two-power blocs and ,

more particularly, at the absence of an effective combination of

democratic socialism to achieve peace and world government.

The hope that India would play a part in creating this combina

tion is receding and her Government is being reduced to the

role of negative policies and narrow pursuits.

The Socialist Party proclaims once again that a world govern

ment can be created only when the different peoples have achieved

comparative equality of economic status. Such a status cannot

be achieved by peoples and parties which think in terms of pre
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serving and improving on the old . The existing civilisation with

its division of nations and men into the possessors and the dis

possessed, its intermittent wars, its atomic weapons, its veto powers

and , above all , its inability to move on to new foundations of

thought and living , is doomed . The world is anxiously waiting

for a people and a government which will take the lead in build

ing a new civilisation and in announcing the new message and

are willing to concede to the world state a sovereign status.

The Socialist Party makes a fervent appeal to the newly esta

blished States of Asian peoples to reconstruct with the greatest

rapidity their economic and cultural living on the basis of demo

cratic socialism . Such internal reconstruction alone will give them

the right to initiate , intervene and arbitrate on behalf of the new

civilisation in world councils . The Socialist Party must also

emphasise the need to admit at once the Asian nations into the

U.N.O.

However, the immediate task of the Socialist Party is to take

the lead in the formation of a bloc of Asian countries and Egypt

on the basis of a common defensive alliance, strong enough to

resist the encroachments of both the power-blocs.

It is also imperative to remove the last vestige of imperialist

domination in Asia, for the continued existence of this domina

tion would inevitably lead to an attempt to involve the Asian

countries in a war between the power-blocs.

Not only in the interests of their own peoples but also to save

the world from the creeping danger of war, the socialist parties

of Asia must strive urgently to achieve socialist governments in

their different countries.

An unstable peace of not yet three years and the world stands

again on the threshold of war. Experience of India Government's

pursuits of national and international ends in world councils has

convinced the Socialist Party that a people striving to build

socialism and their government can alone pursue these ends .

India must make her choice between being pulled down as at

present into the depths of isolation and war or of building up the

befriended strength of democratic socialism . The choice is urgent.

8. MAY DAY

This Conference of the Socialist Party appeals to the Govern

ment of India to declare the 1st of May a public holiday. The
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Conference further appeals to the working people of India to

observe the May Day as a great festival of international working

class solidarity .

1
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Resolutions passed by the National Executive

of the Socialist Party at Nasik on

March 19, 20 and 21, 1948

1. ECONOMIC SITUATION

The National Executive of the Socialist Party views with grave

concern the economic situation of the country . While , on one

hand , production both agricultural and industrial has appreciably

declined , on the other, deterioration of the transport position has

handicapped the movement of essential goods. The economic

distress of the masses is continually growing and being intensified ,

due to the inflationary rise of prices. The working class , the

lower 'middle class and other fixed income groups are subjected

to a continued cut in their real incomes , reducing them down to

lower and lower levels of privation. Their miserable lot is ag

gravated by the black -marketing, profiteering and administrative

corruption rampant in the country . No wonder an acute sense

of frustration and unrest prevails amongst vast sections of the

population.

In this context it is naively stated that the panacea for this

critical economic situation facing the country lies in “ increased

production ” ; that a larger quantum of goods will square up

the inflated purchasing power ; that the way to increase the quan

tity of goods is by providing a sufficient profit incentive to the

manufacturer and reduce his taxation so as to promote his invest

ments ; that once there are sufficient goods in the country and

prices are more or less stabilised the economic, evils will be auto

matically adjusted .

It is also becoming a fashion to sermonise or threaten labour

for any decline in production. It is clearly forgotten that pro

duction can be retarded by a number of factors such as inter

national scarcity of raw materials, non-availability of capital

equipment, transport bottleneck , want of technical personnel and

mainly by a deliberate play of vested interests. It is , strangely,

not considered pertinent that while labour is asked to observe
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industrial truce, the return from industry to other factors of pro

duction, notably capital, is light- heartedly allowed to be enhanced

in several ways.

The Socialist Party firmly believes that this attitude even as

a short -term policy , betrays an ignorance of the fundamentals of

a national economy based on social well-being "; it shows a com

plete unawareness of the gravity of economic tasks facing the

country ; it shows a sad lack of knowledge about the economic

forces operating in the country today .

Increased production, promoted from howsoever temporary a

viewpoint, must have a social objective and must not merely be

the by -result of a drive for profits ; it must form a part or be

directly linked up with or at least must envisage a picture of a

singular plan of production framed in its comprehensive aspects

with programmes , priorities and targets, fixed in terms of national

well -being ; it must have its complementary of a correct wage,

profit and price fixation policy and an immediate programme of

working class amenities . The pattern of distribution inevitably

determines the conditions of production as also the much -talked -of

incentives of all producers, enterprisers and workers. A drive for

increased production, with governmental aid , in any other con

text save this, is a surrender to vested interests and will help

to consolidate the capitalist class by providing it with a new

basis of survival.

The Executive of the Socialist Party regrets to note that the

Government of India in its economic policy has acted as an

agent of capitalist interests. Its policy announcements, its eco

nomic legislations, its finance , and utility corporations and its

manipulated budgets have all been calculated merely to fatten

the capitalist class into persuasion of the need of increasing pro

duction of goods and services. The blackmail of the capitalist

class has numbed the governmental machinery into an economic

inertia . . The Government of India has no industrial plan, no

currency policy, no foreign exchange policy , no import and export

policy , no technical education programme, in terms of the eco

nomic well-being of the masses. The Government of India have

no drive or initiative to step up the vital agricultural production ;

it has no scent of the economic depression waiting round the

corner ; many of the Provincial Governments are following a con

flicting hand -to -mouth economic policy ; the Indian States are

trying to weave their own independent economic fabric,
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The Socialist Party is aware that the Government of India on

the dawn of freedom inherited the deadweight of millions of

refugees from Pakistan ; that its attention is focussed on the

Kashmir struggle ; that it has to work through a corrupt, inefti

cient bureaucracy lacking in imagination and ideal of service .

The Socialist Party however firmly believes that no'amount of

preoccupation can absolve a popular Government of its respon

sibility to the starving millions of the country . Under no pre

text can the people's representatives allow themselves to be tied

up to the apron strings of finance capital. The Refugee Re

habilitation Programme must be viewed in its correct proportions

and perspective.

The Socialist Party is aware that the All-India Congress Com

mittee at its last session at Delhi adopted an economic pro

gramme. Some of the members of the Party served on the main

committee and sub -committees and contributed to the framing of

this programme. The National Executive urges the Government

of India immediately to appoint a Planning Commission with

the set task of implementing a programme of economic regene

ration of the country. The economic programme adopted by

the A.I.C.C. should form the immediate basis of an overall plan

framed in terms of values which would restore to human dignity

the half-starved masses of the country .

2. INDUSTRIAL TRUCE

The National Executive of the Socialist Party is fully alive to

the urgent necessity of increasing the national wealth which is

So vital for the welfare of the country , and therefore welcomes

the proposal for an industrial truce . Organised labour recognises

its necessity in the interests of the country and is anxious as

any other section of the community , if not more , to build up

the economy of the country by increasing industrial production.

While the Executive recognises a decline in industrial produc

tion in the country it refutes the statement frequently made by

both Government spokesmen and industrialists that this is due

to industrial strife. In the first place , production figures sup

plied by the employers are not reliable inasmuch as goods that

are sent to the black markets by the employers are not included

in these figures for obvious reasons . In the absence of a govern

mental and an impartial scheme for maintaining statistics of

1
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production on a scientific basis, the figures given by the employers

cannot be relied upon. Moreover, whatever reduction there might

have been in the level of production , it is not mainly due to

strikes but is caused by various other factors such as sweating

in the machinery, transport facilities, coal and raw materials and

so forth . Even in the case of strikes that actually take place,

an impartial enquiry will reveal that a number of them are not

really initiated by the workers but are forced on them by the

inefficiency or the indifference either of employers or the Gov

ernment.

The truce and increased production that is to flow from it

can however succeed only if conditions , psychological and eco

nomic, are created whereby the workers will feel enthused and

the consumers assured a fair deal . Some of these conditions are

mentioned in the resolution on industrial truce adopted by the

Industries Conference convened by the Government of India .

The first condition, as mentioned in the preamble of the reso

lution itself, is the achievement of “ fullest co -operation between

labour and management and stable and friendly relations between

them .” This presupposes that employers must change their pre

sent attitude of hostility towards trade unions and adopt a policy

of friendliness and co -partnership in enterprise. With this end

in view , the employers must deal with labour on a footing of

equality and must recognise 'trade unions of their workmen and

show their readiness to enter into collective bargaining agreements

with them . Unless this is done , industrial peace cannot be

achieved .

Secondly, the Industrial Truce resolution lays down that labour

should be given fair wages. This is perhaps the most important

condition to be fulfilled before expecting labour to maintain indus

trial peace. The payment of a fair wage is indispensable for

inducing the worker to put in greater effort as also to increase

his physical efficiency which has deteriorated since the war on

account of constantly decreasing purchasing power. · Even before

proceeding to determine the “ fair ” wage , as contemplated in

the resolution , it is essential that in all industries and occupa

tions immediate steps should be taken to compensate fully the

actual rise in the cost of living since the beginning of the war.

It is important to note in this connection that there have been

thousands of strikes in Great Britain since the end of the war

in spite of the fact that the real wage or the purchasing power
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of the British worker has gone up substantially, while in India

the purchasing power which was already very low has gone down

still further . The “ fair ” wage envisaged in the Industrial Truce

resolution should be so determined that it should secure to the

worker purchasing power which would be substantially higher

than what it was before the war.

The Industrial Truce resolution also mentions that fair work

ing conditions should be secured to labour. The working condi

tions of industrial labour in India are notoriously unsatisfactory

in many respects. A real improvement in working conditions will

not only increase the general efficiency of the workers, but will

also reduce the amount of discontent which often leads to strikes.

It is, therefore, necessary to bring about immediate improvement

at least in respect of certain vital and more important matters

such as hours of work, security of tenure and proper factory

conditions. The hours of work should be immediately brought

down to the common level of maximum 48 per week wherever

it is higher, although the ultimate aim should be to secure a

40-hour week .

The Industrial Truce resolution recognises that “ as a first

step towards improving the standard of living of workers, imme

diate attention should be devoted to the problem of housing of

industrial labour ." Practically nothing has been done so far to

give effect to this part of the resolution .

Further, the Industrial Truce resolution recommends that the

fullest use should be made of statutory and other machinery for

the resolution of industrial disputes in a just and peaceful

manner .” Insofar as the statutory machinery is concerned, it is

not only defective but positively harmful in many ways. This

machinery, which imposes compulsory arbitration and makes

strikes illegal, is not acceptable to labour. Again, this machi

nery is not only dilatory in its procedure but is also extremely

cumbersome as in the case of the Bombay Industrial Relations

Act. It is , therefore, essential that this machinery should be

improved so as to eliminate these defects. In its place, a simple

machinery which would ensure a speedy settlement of industrial

disputes should be established with the consent of labour. Such

a simple machinery will go a considerable way in ensuring peace

in industry. As for the non -statutory machinery envisaged in

the resolution , such a machinery has not yet been created .

The Production Committees and the Works Committees, as
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contemplated by the Industrial Truce resolution, have not yet

been established . We would emphasise that the mere formation

of such committees will not ensure industrial peace. Much will

depend on the composition , character and functions of these com

mittees. These committees must not be so set up as to usurp

the powers and responsibilities of the trade unions concerned .

As emphasised by the British Trade Union Congress, it is neces .

sary that the Production and Works Committees should func

tion in complete harmony with the respective trade unions so

that they can adequately extend trade union organisation .”

Unless and until these committees are based on the conception

indicated above, they may lead to friction between labour and

management, and thereby may hamper production instead of in

creasing it.

The resolution on Industrial Truce recognised the need for

central planning, co -ordination and direction so as to obtain

maximum efficiency of output. Such a result can only be

achieved by the establishment of a High Power Economic Com

mittee to be set up at the Centre, which will be composed of

representatives of Government, labour and industry and whose

recommendations the Government will accept.

The Industrial Truce resolution specifically mentions that

“ excessive profits should be prevented by suitable measures of

taxation and otherwise," as one of the pre -conditions of indus

trial truce. This part of the resolution has been clearly violated

by the Government of India themselves as is clear from the last

budget presented by the Finance Minister, reducing the business

profits tax and thereby increasing excessive profits instead of pre

venting them . In fact, a number of proposals contained in the

budget are inconsistent with the terms of the Industrial Truce

resolution .

The resolution on National Policy adopted by the Industries

Conference along with the Industrial Truce resolution recognises

the need to nationalise certain industries with a view to ensure

“ rapid improvement of the standard of living and comfort of

the masses of the Indian people, based on social justice . But

strangely enough , this policy of nationalisation has been shelved

aside, as indicated by a recent pronouncement made in this

respect by the Prime Minister of India . This attitude is extremely

disappointing and is not calculated to promote industrial peace

and development. A definite policy on the part of the Govern
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ment immediately to put into operation a programme of natior

alisation , beginning with basic industries and new industries to

be started , will create a proper psychological atmosphere for

increasing production. Such a programme will convince the

people, including the working class, that the Government wants

increased production solely for the purpose of achieving national

welfare. This will naturally create the feeling in the minds of

the workers that they should stand by Government in increasing

production which would be used for public good and not for

private profit.

The conditions of scarcity in the country are also not conducive

to industrial peace ; for, in such circumstances, inflation is on

the increase, and wages always lag behind prices, thereby further

reducing the purchasing power of the working class. If these

conditions are not to have a deteriorating effect on the industrial

efficiency of the worker , then Government must so act so that

supply of essential commodities is guaranteed to the poorer sec

tions at prices that will not add to their cost of living.

Large- scale unemployment and failure on the part of the Gov

ernment to maintain the present level of employment in the

country would also be detrimental to the maintenance of indus

trial peace and efficiency. Only a policy of full employment

will make the worker free from the fear that greater efficiency

and output on his part will endanger regular employment in his

job or will result in his wage being cut. Thus, the fear that

naturally haunts the vage earner in a competitive society that his

own greater efficiency would soon make himself or his mates

superfluous can be reduced to a great extent by at least main

taining the present level of employment in the country . It is

thus obvious that Government's present policy of retrenchment,

coupled with Government's failure to secure alternative employ

ment to retrenched workers, as well as to demobilised service

men , cannot be expected to maintain peace either in the factory

or even outside.

The Socialist Party assures the Government of its anxiety to

implement the industrial truce ; Government will be strengthen

ing the hands of the Party by implementing without any delay

the aforesaid suggestions. Increased production is the need of

the day . But such augmentation will take place only in the

measure that the workers are convinced that production is

primarily for use and not for profit.
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3. REFUGEES AND THEIR REHABILITATION

The National Executive of the Socialist Party extends its sin

cerest sympathy to the millions of men , women and children

who have been hapless victims of communal fanaticism and

obliged to take refuge in India . It assures them of all help and

support and appeals to the nation to treat them with a sympa

thetic understanding and goodwill as they are persons who have

not only lost all their material resources but their ancient moor

ings as well . They have to be welcomed as a national asset,

possessing great potentialities of enriching the national life and

not spurned as a liability on the country's resources .

But it realises that what they ultimately turn out to be will

depend to a very large extent on the way our Central and Pro

vincial Governments proceed to rehabilitate them . Their relief

and rehabilitation must follow an enlightened course and present

haphazard methods abandoned forthwith . The Executive is of

the considered opinion that resettlement of about five million up

rooted persons is a colossal problem and it will defy all solution

if the Government tries to appease vested interests.

There is enough land to absorb all genuine cultivators if allot

ment is carried out in a planned and intelligent manner. Joint

ownership of land with co -operative and collective farming on

modern scientific lines ; állotment of land to actual tillers of the

soil in units constituting economic holdings ; and determined

resistance to all attempts on the part of the former zamindari

elements and their allies to resurrect zamindari in East Punjab .

and other provinces are integral parts of any scientific plan to

rehabilitate the agricultural population. The Executive, there

fore, feels hesitation in unreservedly condemning East

Punjab Government's decision to allot lands to former owners

in proportion to their holdings left behind in Pakistan ,

The Executive strongly advocates nationalisation of all factories,

workshops and other industrial concerns formerly owned by

Muslim emigrants and their running by co -operative bodies and

the State on the basis of an economic plan, which would absorb

the largest possible number of hands and, at the same time, give

a fillip to national production of manufactured goods in so short

a supply at present.

For the rehabilitation of the small -scale artisan and trader, the

Executive would advocate initiation of producets' and consumers'

no
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co -operatives on a large scale with the State providing financial,

technical and marketing facilities.

The Executive believes that there is an irrevocable link between

the maintenance of peace and tranquillity in India and proper

rehabilitation of these uprooted millions. The one cannot be

achieved without the other . Therefore, while it calls upon the

Central and Provincial Governments to spare no means in accord

ing them much -needed relief and follow a progressive line in

their rehabilitation , undaunted by vested and reactionary ele

ments, it, at the same time, appeals to the refugees to strengthen

all governmental and extra -governmental effort to fight com

munalism and maintain peace and tranquillity in the country .

In the end, the Executive cannot but extend equal sympathy

and consideration to the millions of uprooted Muslims who have

been victims of communal fanaticism on the Indian side of the

border. These forces of communal fanaticism in India have not

only been responsible for immeasurable human misery and de

gradation of our cherished values and irrefutable norms of con

duct but for the loss of the greatest treasure of the nation strug

gling to be born. The Socialist Party therefore feels that the

only way in which it can apply some balm to the refugees in

Pakistan is by way of combating these forces of communal fana

ticism and expects of Muslim refugees in Pakistan to strengthen

its hands by playing their part in the country of their refuge.

4. STRIKE IN TEXTILE MILLS IN COIMBATORE

A strike in the 32 textile mills in Coimbatore, involving a

labour force of nearly 40,000, has been on for the last one

month and a half. The unhelpful attitude taken by the Govern

ment of Madras is making a settlement difficult. The offer of

labour to negotiate on the basis of the report of the Standard

isation Committee has been categorically turned down by the

Government insisting that labour should first unconditionally

accept the proposals of the Government. The heavy costs in

volved is preventing labour from submitting to the demands of

the Government. These proposals as such , if accepted , would

mean an immediate displacement of 11,200 labourers and an

other 10,000 after three months, when the whole scheme is ex

pected to come into full operation . Thus half the total working

population of Coimbatore will be thrown out of employment if
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the Government's proposal is accepted. The Madras Government

is just coercing the workers to accept mass discharge and sudden

increased work load, both of which are obviously detrimental to

the interest of labour and profitable to the industrialists of Coim

batore. The attitude of the Government becomes more blame

worthy when they are not making any provision for unemploy

ment relief or for superannuation pension to those who had been

long in the service of the companies and who in the evening

of their lives will be thrown on the streets with no provision

for support.

Labour is interested in increasing production , but that increase

should not be at the expense of labour. Industrial peace demands

that the fixing of work load involving displacement of labour

should be done in consultation and in co -operation both with

labour and capital. Unilateral action on the part of the State

on such issues will only lead to discontent and disruption.

The National Executive urges the Government of Madras to

accept the offer of co -operation from labour and open negotia

tions on vital issues of work load without resorting to imposition

of decisions unilaterally taken. In the meanwhile , factories should

be reopened and work provided for those who are unemployed

for prolonged strike causes hardship to the workers and their

families.

5 . BAN ON RASHTRA SEVA DAL

The National Executive of the Socialist Party notes with regret

that after the assassination of Mahatma Gandhi, the Governments

have become somewhat panicky and have used the occasion to

indiscriminately ban youth organisations without any regard to

the aims, objects and the method of work of these organisations.

Some Provincial Governments have restricted the activities of

Seva Dal such as drilling and camping. These bans and restric

tions become all the more objectionable when it is noted that the

official volunteer bodies of the Congress are permitted to carry

on similar activities without let or hindrance. The National Exe

cutive urges on the Governments to consider that the mere teach

ing of drill to youth as a method of inculcating discipline and

community spirit does not make that organisation a private army.

The Socialist Party is opposed to the existence of communal and

private armies but it maintains that autonomous volunteer organ
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isations of an educative nature are necessary for the ideological

training of our young men and women and to instil in them the

new values of life very essential for the establishment of a secular

democratic State based on social equality. The Executive, there

fore, requests the Government of India and the various Provin

cial Governments to take suitable steps to remove the discrimi

natory bans and restrictions on the peaceful functioning of the

non -communal and non -military volunteer bodies like theRashtra

Seva Dal.
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Speech of the Chairman of the Reception

Committee
$

The following is the summary of the speech by Shri N. G.

Gore, Chairman of the Reception Committee :

Comrades,

On behalf of the Socialist workers of Maharashtra , I thank

you for allowing us to convene this Conference in Nasik . Per

haps, you might remember that it was here, in Nasik Jail , that

the blue -print of the Party (then the Congress Socialist Party )

was prepared some fifteen years back . To me it appears very

significant that at the time of our rebirth , i.e. , at a moment

when we are taking the decision to launch our Party in the

world as an independent party , we should have decided to

assemble once again at Nasik , the place of our birth .

The place where we are meeting today is named after Shri

Kotwal, our brave comrade who laid down his life in the revolu

tion of 1942. He was born in a barber's family of Matheran ,

the well -known hill station near Bombay. With patience and

courage he struggled against great odds , completed his education

and became a lawyer. After graduation however, he carried on

his organisational and constructive work amongst the peasants of

Kolaba District. He was a member of the Provincial Executive,

of our Party when the “ Quit India " resolution was passed . He

immediately acted upon it and succeeded in paralysing the Bri

tish administration in that part of the Kolaba District where he

and his colleagues were working. After four months of ceaseless

struggle and guerilla warfare he was killed in action on the 2nd

of January 1943 .

I am very happy indeed to welcome our comrades from

Pakistan . For the last twelve years we had been struggling

together for the freedom of India , our Motherland. At last our

efforts were crowned with success ; but just at the moment when

the flag of liberated India was. unfurled on the Red Fort of
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Delhi, we were separated ; India was cut into India and Pakistan .

However, I am looking forward to a time with hope and confi

dence when you in Pakistan and we in India will have put an

end to the political, social and economic systems which have

developed out of the hundred years of our slavery, out of our

decadent religions and out of the feudal-cum -capitalist mode of

production . That task finished , collaboration would become

easy ; perhaps a reunion would also become a practical propo

sition .

Fourteen months have elapsed since we met at Kanpur ; four

teen eventful months full of the joy of achievement and brimful

with the shame and sorrow of fratricidal strife and the assassina

tion of the Father of our Nation ! When our independence was

barely six months old , on the fateful evening of the 30th Janu

ary 1948, Gandhiji was killed by an assassin's bullet. This

father -murder was perhaps the inevitable culmination of the

poisonous propaganda that had for the last two years gripped

our land in its coils . As Gandhiji's assassin happened to be a

Maharashtrian, a special responsibility rests on our shoulders to

atone for the sinful act , and we pledge our word in this gather

ing of comrades that we shall spare no efforts to eradicate this

evil, of communalism from our province .

I do not propose to deal any more with the All-India issues,

as , most probably , they would be dealt with by the General

Secretary when he reviews the work of the Party during the

last year and outlines the programme for the next . I shall

therefore confine my remarks to the province of Maharashtra .

It is but natural that whatever happens in the nation should

affect and be reflected in the political, social and economic life

of our province. But to the stimuli , Maharashtra does not give

a passive response like that of mirror . Its peculiar social struc

ture , its traditions, and its political heritage, react in a very

positive manner and therefore we find that the image finally

emerges in a considerably altered form . Maharashtra is not the

land of the big capitalist, or the landlord. It is the land of the

small peasant-proprietor and the mill worker, of the clerk and

the school teacher, of the artist and the artisan . Naturally, its

outlook is narrow , tradition - bound middle -class outlook .

Politically, we are a very conscious people . In fact, we have

a flair for politics, good, bad or indifferent. That is the reason

why you find amongst us a Karmayogi like Vinoba Bhave, who

a
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is following the razor- edge way of satyagraha, and a man like

Godse who does not hesitate to assassinate the Mahatma. Though

all the progressive ideologies have succeeded in enlisting recruits

from the Maharashtrian intelligentsia, the politics of our pro

vince in general has been to a very great extent influenced by

the communal outlook , and the big broad belt of the middle

class element , like their counterparts in every other country of

the world, is more on the side of the status quo than on the

side of revolution and social change . It was due to this inherent

conservatism that during the twenties and thirties, the Congress

Committee in Maharashtra had to wage a grim battle against.

these forces of reaction , and today after the attainment of inde

· pendence, we of the Socialist Party again find ourselves face to

face with the same uphill task . Undoubtedly, the communal

organisations which flourished during the British rule have lost

much of their importance but the outlook and the mental condi

tioning which they had spread is not likely to vanish very soon .

I am afraid that their leadership is likely to cross the floor and

join the Congress fold, thus reinforcing the ranks of anti-social

ism .

Regarding the opposition our Party has to face from the Pro

vincial Government I need not say anything in detail. It is

enough to mention that our experience is in no way better than

that of our comrades, in other provinces. Due to their hostile

attitude the task of organising and building bona fide trade

unions has been rendered unnecessarily difficult. The Indian

National Trade Union Congress, whose intimate relations with

the Government are too obvious, is trying its level best to create

difficulties for us and I regret to say that our Governments which

profess to be impartial are not holding the scales even . The

police shadow our workers, open their letters, try to find out

who our sympathisers are . I may state without fear of contra

diction that from the attention they bestow on our activities, one

would be constrained to conclude that they consider the Socialists

more hostile to the State than the R.S.S. !

We, on our part, are faithfully carrying out the policy which

the Party has laid down for us as our fundamental policy , i.e. ,

to equip the peasant and the worker for the Kisan Mazdoor

Raj . We have never tried to fish in troubled waters , never

asked them to adopt a destructive line of action , because we

do not believe that such a policy would lead to socialism . To
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prove our sincerity I may only mention the fast which one of

our esteemed colleagues, Shri S. M. Joshi, observed very recently.

The 512 Command employees, we were convinced, had a legiti

mate grievance ; we also had no doubt that our requests to

the authorities were perfectly fair ; there was the massive

strength of not only the 512 Command Workshop employees

but also of other workshops_all of vital importance from the

military point of view, to support us and ready to go on strike.

But Shri S. M. Joshi did not advise them to resort to strike

and decided to go through the ordeal of fasting. Why ? Because

he knew that a strike in Kirkee would have seriously affected

the defence of the country.

In the Nasik Security Printing Press, amongst Belapur Road

sugar workers and textile workers of Sholapur, in Ratnagiri,

Kolaba and Thana districts, our workers are doing constructive

work on co -operative lines, and they are succeeding in creating

a new co -operative outlook in the backward peasantry.

For the last year a movement of liberation is gathering force

in all the Indian States. The people in the Deccan States did

not remain unaffected . To check their discontent the well-known

scheme of the Union of the Deccan States was sponsored and

popularised by the Deccan Chiefs and they succeeded in enlisting

in its favour the support of the Congress High Command, who,

after 1946, have developed a dislike for any sort of mass move

ment . In Maharashtra it was left to our Party to hold stead

fastly to the “ anti-union ” platform and raise the slogan of

merger. Now, excepting Kolhapur, Janjira and Jawhar, all the

other Deccan States have been merged with the Indian territory .

Permit me to say a few words regarding the Hyderabad State

and the struggle that is being fought there for the last eight

months. The struggle in Hyderabad is in my opinion so

important that it would be worthwhile for our Party to concen

trate all its strength on that issue. The Standstill Agreement

between our Government and the Nizam has brought no relief

to the people of Hyderabad ; on the contrary , it has given an

opportunity to the Nizam and his henchmen , the Ittehad -ul

Muslimeen and the Razakars to strengthen and to organise their

forces.
Their strength has now grown to such an extent that

their leader, Kasim Razvi is openly talking of establishing a
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parallel government in case the Nizam agrees to accede to the

Indian Union . I have no doubt in my mind that if the rumbling

war clouds burst and the Indian Union is involved in war,

neither the Nizam nor his storm -troppers would fail to utilise that

emergency against the interests of the Indian Union and the

people of Hyderabad. We would like to ask our Government:

How long will you allow this poisoned barb to rankle right in

the heart of the Indian Union ?

Friends, in this session you are going to decide finally our

relations with the Indian National Congress. Whatever your

decision , we shall execute it without reservation . But let me

tell you on behalf of all the comrades in Maharashtra that every

one of us would like our Party to sever its connection with the

Congress, and begin to function as a separate party . Take the

problem of the States or that of labour or the question of the

nationalisation and socialisation of industries. On every issue

we differ . This difference is an indication that we must now

part.

I would request the session to take a decision in regard to

the reconstitution of the provinces on linguistic basis. I am not

an over-zealous advocate of linguistic provinces. But it is a fact

that in provinces like Bombay and Madras, provincial groups

belonging to different languages have a constant feeling that they

are not getting a fair deal . This grouse , I submit, should not

be allowed to develop into a complex and an obsession . If by

reconstituting the provinces we could resolve this unnecessary

conflict, let us by all means do it . I have one more argument

to advance in favour of linguistic provinces. Unless and until

the administration of the provinces is carried on in the language

of the province it would be very difficult for the masses to come

into their own, and almost impossible for the local talent to reach

the top , which should ordinarily be possible in a really demo

cratic society.

New thoughts and new forces are making their appearance in

Maharashtra . All seem to recognise the fact that the only road

they must take to , is the road to socialism . I would therefore

suggest that let us look upon all of them as our fellow travellers

and let us try to co -operate with them as much as we can,

without compromising our principles. Such a policy on our part

would help to create a broad stream of socialist movement, which

should prove very helpful in realising our objectives.
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So far as the future of our unit in Maharashtra is concerned ,

I have hope and confidence. Opposition there is, and that too

in plenty. But in spite of opposition we have succeeded in

carving out a place for ourselves . The people are eager to know

our policy and to extend their hand of co -operation . We consider

it our good fortune that thinkers, writers and poets like Acharya

Javadekar, Bhagwat, Sahasrabuddhe, Khandekar, Shirwadkar

have always helped us in every way. How can I forget to men

tion Sane Guruji who has always been like a mother to our

Party ?

Our cadres in Maharashtra are young, zealous, and, if I may

be permitted to say so, intelligent. But we know our short

comings and the weaknesses of our provincial organisation. With

our vigilant efforts and your blessings we shall try to overcome

these defects and build up such an organisation as shall prove

worthy of your confidence .
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Address of Com . Purshottam Trikamdas, Chair

man, Sixth Annual Conference of the Socialist

Party, held at Nasik on 19th, 20th and 21st

March 1948

COMRADES ,

I am thankful to you for asking me to preside over this Con

ference. It is with a certain amount of trepidation in my heart

that I accepted the task as I was doubtful as to how far it would

be appropriate for a person not fully engaged in the work of

the Party, as most of you are , to attempt to guide the delibera

tions of the Conference. The one consolation that I have is that

sometimes an onlooker, not that I am a mere onlooker, sees more

of the fray than those engaged in it.

I had suggested when the constitution was being framed that

the Chairman of the Conference should have no other duties

excepting those akin to a policeman's, viz . , to preserve law and

order . I wish that had been accepted for, then my task would

have been light.

In so far as I attempt to guide you by anything that I say

my responsibility is very heavy indeed especially in the circum

stances facing the country . We have lost one whom we loved,

revered and followed for the last thirty years and many of us

feel like ships without a rudder . Mahatmaji is no more with us

especially at a time when the country needed him most and at

every turn we feel his absence most acutely. To most of us

Gandhiji's death is a personal loss and whatever explanations or

apologies we get from a Government of his professed followers

in not guarding the father and the most invaluable asset of the

Nation, the fact remains that they woefully failed in their most

important duty .

In England where the people as well as the leaders have

imbibed the democratic spirit a Minister cheerfully throws up

his job because in an unguarded moment he allowed a word to

escape his mouth . General Patton of the American Expedition
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ary Force was severely cashiered for having slapped a private.

In India it is a crime if not treason to point out the shortcomings

of the Ministers. When a U.P. Minister is alleged to have slapped

a constable on duty for the only offence of preventing the

Minister's (Latsab’s) car from proceeding where it was prohibited

to drive a car, the only thing that someone dared to suggest

was that the Minister should publicly apologise. If the incident

is correctly reported the Minister should be made to resign and

prosecuted. That would be the democratic way. It will be one

of the heaviest tasks before the country to prepare ourselves for

the discharge of democratic responsibility with which I propose

to deal a little later.

Since we met last year at Kanpur many momentous events

have happened in the country, and many a thing has happened

which makes me doubt if we have any claim to call ourselves

civilized . The events in the Punjabs and in Delhi shortly after

the 15th of August 1947 and last but not the least the assassi

nation of Gandhiji makes us hang our heads in shame before

the world . A curious malaise , the effect of which is to de

humanise, has us in its grip and unless we realise what we are

facing the remedy will be hard to find. Some of these events

have made Independence taste like the Dead Sea fruit . Unless

we pull ourselves together I doubt if we shall be able to preserve

our Independence in the face of an amoral if not utterly insane

world .

Since Kanpur we have become independent although it was

not the independence we had dreamed of and fought for. The

British left us after breaking the country into two and leaving

the possibility of the country being broken into a few hundred

fragments. Some of the Indian States large and small actually

talked of proclaiming their independence. Travancore. actually

did so and the Nizam even today claims an independent status.

Independence thus left for us the tremendous problem of pre

venting disintegration. It also left us several other problems

with which I shall deal presently.

Hardly had the jubilation of the 15th of August ended when

we were confronted with the terrible happenings in the Punjabs

and Delhi followed soon . It is futile to enquire as to who began

it because once the thing had started complete savagery was let

loose in the two Punjabs . Has the fast which he undertook and

the heroic end of our beloved Gandhiji left us with any assurance

63



that in any event in our part of India such things will not happen

again ? The happenings in Maharashtra after the assassination of

Gandhiji leave us no assurance and makes it clear to us that

wherever the British had encouraged claims based on religious or

social differences the poison has gone deep down in the system .

The first task that awaits us is to remove this poison, for on

such elimination the very integrity of India depends. What shall

we do to achieve this end ?

Before we think of the remedy we must correctly diagnose the

disease . The disease is the rotten Hindu Social System . If it

had any justification at any time, none exists now. Hindu Society

is broken up into watertight compartments of caste and this

system has corrupted Christianity, Islam and Sikhism also , for

inspite of there being no justification in any of those religions for

caste, the system nevertheless prevails. I believe that had the

caste system not prevailed in India many of the ills of the last

few hundred years might have been avoided . This system then

is Enemy No. 1 . We want the India of tomorrow to be a

Sovereign Democratic Republic_mark the word Democratic. If

any one thinks that democracy is achieved by adult franchise he

is sadly mistaken , for so long as the voting proceeds on caste

and communal lines the result is a mockery of the democratic

conception. No democracy is possible without an integrated and

homogeneous people.

What is the remedy ? Mere legislation outlawing caste will

not do . One of the most effective methods would be as soon as

it is practicable to have compulsory military training and even

then care must be taken to establish camps where not only the

people of the province åre mixed up but persons from the differ

ent provinces are thrown together. This idea of compulsory

training should apply to women as well although all women need

not be trained for military purposes. Bring the people together,

let them know each other, make them eat in a common mess

and we might possibly arrest the process of disintegration that

seems to have set in since the 15th August 1947. I would like

to make one thing clear . To my mind compulsory military

training will not be complete unless part of the time is devoted

to training our young men for citizenship.

Before the scheme of compulsory training begins to function

the present army should be reorganised on the basis suggested

above and students should be conscripted for the period of one
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year. They should be given an intensive training in citizenship

for three months at the end of which they should be sent in

batches to various parts of the country to attempt to bring it

back to the path of humanity.

I am not one of those who believes in falsifying history but

if the teaching of history has been given a particular slant by

our erstwhile rulers for their own purposes this slant must be

corrected . Our educationists should without delay take up the

task of getting suitable text-books . Adult education in the sense

of placing before our people the important problems by visual

and aural means I am not advocating a mass literacy campaign

for that can wait - would be very helpful if correctly handled.

Cultural regeneration demands urgent attention . We seem to

have lost all sense of values . Values should be defined and

placed prominently and persistently before the people. There

may be other modes of achieving the same end and none should

be neglected.

Intensive propaganda may also help but propaganda would

not be enough to deal with this problem . But one ounce of

practice would be worth a ton of propaganda. The Congress

has never recognised caste as a political problem and Congress

men in practice have when it suited their purpose exploited it

to the full. Even now they can mend their ways . Will they do

it ? I doubt it.

This brings me to the other factor of disintegration, viz ., pro

vincialism . In the twenties the Congress accepted the idea of

linguistic provinces. After the 15th of August 1947 this idea has

recoiled in a totally unexpected manner. Rabid communalists ,

those harbouring secret hopes of strutting about as fuehrers and

alas some Congressmen seemed to have joined together in raising

a howl for linguistic provinces and not a day passes without

some new Sthan claiming its rights based on alleged racial affinity

or on language . We have had the claim for a state of the ab

original tribes in parts of Bihar and C.P. No one except those

who would desire to perpetuate the aboriginal tribes as museum

pieces would claim such a state .

These are the forces of disintegration and should be recognised

as such . Slogans should not dictate to us to accept something

the inner content of which may be totally different from what

the slogan ostensibly stands for .

Let us therefore examine the question of linguistic provinces,
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If by linguistic provinces is meant that the administration in a

linguistic area should be carried on in the local tongue, one may

have little objection. Such a thing actually exists today in the

multi -lingual provinces of Bombay, Madras and C.P. and Berar.

I cannot however understand why for legislative purposes two or

more linguistic areas should not be grouped together if in the

Central Legislature we put all the linguistic groups together. The

question that faces us is this : do we want a strong and united

India or do we want to disintegrate into states based on lin

guistic affinity alone , strangers to each other for lack of a common

tongue and each pursuing - its destinies mainly based on the

greater glory of itself .

The argument is that you express yourselves best in your

mother tongue and that these different languages have cultures

of their own which would be destroyed if linguistic provinces are

not formed . Both these arguments are utterly fallacious . You

express yourselves best in the language in which you have been

educated irrespective of the fact whether it is your mother tongue.

Secondly , language has little or nothing to do with culture. If

we concede a Maharashtrian or Kanarese or Gujarati culture we

cannot possibly have any Indian culture and most of our poli

ticians boast of Indian culture on appropriate occasions. Lan

guage is merely a vehicle of communication and the question

before us is : Does my loyalty to the conception of United India

come first or the pride of place is taken by the language of the

area where I reside ? Languages grow out of the absorption and

assimilation of dialects or come into being by local variations of

originally one common language. In India most of the provin

cial languages are a result of the latter tendency . Sanskrit was

once the recognised common medium throughout India and its

influence is seen even in the languages of the South . Persian

has similarly contributed largely to provincial vocabularies. Why

should we not start the reverse process of merging the provincial

language into one or eliminating them in favour of one spoken

and understood by the largest number of our population ? Such

a language is Hindustani. In the past we have lapped up English

with greater gusto than a cat lapping up cream . English was a

foreign and imposed tongue but it certainly helped us to come

together and feel we are all Indians . If the British had not

chosen to introduce English as the medium of administration or

education let us acknowledge that there would have been no
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India or India would have meant no more than the name of a

continent inhabited by a number of people .

If we want to stop the process of de-Indianising ourselves in

favour of provincialization we must examine the question ration

ally and objectively for great issues are involved on which the

future of this country might turn . At a time when the future

is on the anvil let us not rush into something for which we

might have to repent at leisure. I am, however, painfully aware

of the importance of the irrational in politics . Is there a via

media which while conceding the principle of linguistic provinces

would at the same time provide sufficient factors of integration ?

I think there is . We might have no objection to linguistic pro

vinces for administrative purposes provided we are assured that

it does not involve that all education in a province would be

through the provincial tongue. Unless it is conceded that Hindu

stani should replace English in our educational system and this

is laid down in the Union Constitution we shall open the door

wide for disintegration. Linguistic universities apart from being

a harmful process would also be wasteful. The creation of suit

able text- books in twenty languages instead of one is a criminal

waste of energy. The research of one university would be prac

tically unknown to others. We are told by these enthusiasts that

Europe has several languages and if a student from one country

wants to study in another he has to acquire a new tongue . This

very suggestion gives the whole case away . Do we want to

become Europe with its different states or like the U.S.A. we

want an Indian Union ? This is the choice before us and that

is also my excuse for examining this question in detail.

Another thing to bear in mind in forming linguistic admi

nistrative areas is to see that the areas are neither too small nor

too unwieldy . Hindustani-speaking areas are an example in point.

If Bihar and other Hindustani areas are incorporated in the

U.P. the province would become too unwieldy. It may be

necessary for the purpose of administrative efficiency to divide

the province into two . Although it is not strictly germane to

the topic may I refer here to the necessity of adopting a common

script. If our different provincial languages are written in the

same script, viz . , Nagari , we shall find it very easy to pick up

different languages for after all they are not very different. This

is a very small matter if we are thinking of an integrated country.

Connected with the same problem is the question of the States ,
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The Draft Constitution of India visualises nineteen Indian States

who will be acceding to the Union , the other States having

merged in the present Indian Provinces or in forming themselves

into a bigger state like Saurashtra . While we welcome the

mergers of States with Indian Provinces we cannot view with

equanimity a merger which goes to form Saurashtra as an ac

ceding State , nor do we visualise the continued existence of nine

teen States under their respective rulers . The rising tide of

popular will which compelled the smaller States to merge, had

it been left alone, even if not encouraged, would have swept

away the bigger States in the process. The credit for the mergers

goes to the people and not to Sjt . Vallabhbhai Patel as his

admirers seem to suggest. The tendency on the part of some

people to suggest that whatever happens in India is done by

Vallabhbhai is reminiscent of totalitarian regimes where every

thing is ascribed to the leader be he Mussolini, Hitler or Stalin .

The responsibility of encouraging and recognising Saurashtra lies

heavily on his shoulders. But for the fact that I feel confident

that people of Kathiawad will shake off this fraud as soon as

they realise the real nature of it , and Sjt . Dhebar has already

raised his voice in protest at some of the doings of the princes,

the recognition of Saurashtra, with the heavy burden it throws

on the common man in order to supply crores in permanent

pensions to the erstwhile petty tyrants, would be very depressing

indeed . The placating of the rulers of States was the British

policy . We need not follow or imitate it if we claim to be

democrats. We recognise no vested rights of rulership . The

people alone are sovereign and we know that people do not want

to continue separate existence for the States. Our place is with

the people .

The Government of India , however, does not seem to take

this view . A recent directive from the States Ministry has called

upon the States' people to stop their agitations and movements

assuring them that the Government will solve this problem . The

Government can solve the problem by negotiations with the rulers,

and in any settlement the rulers will claim a place as in Sau

rashtra . The people alone can prevent this and I feel it is a

very short-sighted policy which asks the people to desist at the

present juncture. In Kolhapur, although there is an overwhelm

ing majority for merger of the State with India , as it has hap

pened with the Deccan States , it is attempted to keep the State
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as a separate entity . I am doubtful it the States Ministry can be

effective without the backing of the States' people .

Hyderabad is another problem which the Government has failed

to solve .
The attempts of the Government to arrive at some

settlement with the Nizam which have dragged on for a long

uime have borne no fruit except perhaps they have afforded the

Nizam and the reactionary elements like the Ittehad - ul-Mussli

meen to consolidate their position . I suggest that the time has

come when the Nizam should be ignored and steps should be

taken to ascertain the will of the people of Hyderabad . It is

not an accident that Hyderabad refuses even formally to accede

for it is a part of a deep - laid scheme whereby Hyderabad can be

a dagger in the heart of India in case of hostility between India

and Pakistan .

There are certain other aspects of the problem of the States

which I. propose to consider when I come to examine the Draft

Constitution .

The next important question is our relations with Pakistan.

Given the goodwill there is no reason why even after partition

India and Pakistan should not live in peace . There are many

problems common to both in this warring world which we could

better face if we did it jointly . However, the goodwill so far

as Pakistan leaders are concerned is entirely lacking. It is

important to realise that Pakistan was born of hatred and it will

continue to thrive on hatred alone . Its leaders have always

reminded me of the Nazi gangsters both in their talk and in their

methods. Kashmir is an instance in point . Even at the risk of

digression let me pause and congratulate Shaikh Abdullah ' and

the brave Kashmiris in standing up to the bullies who wanted

to coerce them into joining Pakistan . Kashmir has been the

first reverse the League bullies had and I hope they will take

the lesson to heart . These leaders are incapable of solving the

crying needs of the people in Pakistan and in order to hide their

incapacity will always want to divert the attention of the people

by pointing to the big bad wolf at the door, viz ., India . We

must start with the assumption that Pakistan is not a good neigh

bour and has no peaceful intentions towards India and that the

safety of India demands that India should be prepared to defend

herself if need be. I fervently hope that there would be ņo

hostilities between India and Pakistan but it would be very foolish

on my part if relying on that hope I did not prepare myself
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for the eventuality of war . In this connection also compulsory

inilitary training becomes necessary . There is also the question

of guarding against a possible fifth column in this country . A

large body of Muslims in India had supported partition and there

is no reason to believe that they have changed their opinions

overnight. Adequate safeguards will have to be taken that none

who had taken any active share in the demand for partition and

none of those who still may be drawn to Pakistan because of

their religious sympathies should be in any position where they

can act as fifth columnists. I hope that if Pakistan some day

settles down as a good neighbour the average Indian Muslim will

settle down as a good Indian citizen . Mr. Jinnah even now

ioses no opportunity to make the claim of protecting Muslims in

India and attempting to make the Indian Muslims feel that

they are a national minority in India . Our Nationalist Muslim

friends are making brave attempts to show the Indian Mussalman

the error of his ways but little headway will be made so long as

communal parties exist or the communal principle is recognised

by the constitution in any shape or form . The principle of

communal representation whether applicable to Muslims or Sche

duled Classes or Tribal Areas must go lock , stock and barrel

and must go now .

In this connection our Party has a definite and positive contri

bution to make . It is our task to get the Muslims, Scheduled

Classes and others who consider themselves to be minorities that

in a really democratic State minorities of this description have no

meaning . We have always been stressing that the solution of the

cominunal problem could only be achieved by pointing out that

the immediate task before us now that political independence is

won is to establish social justice. In this task the conflict will

not be between Hindus and Muslims or Caste Hindus and Sche

duled Classes -- for we recognise no caste — but between the ex

ploiter and the exploited. This way alone lies the solution and

we shall be judged by the contribution that we make in this

direction .

The next question before us is that of our foreign policy. Most

countries' foreign policy is dictated by self-interest and India

cannot be an exception to this rule but it is fervently to be

hoped that nothing that we might do would degrade and dis

grace ús in our own eyes. I would not like even in self - interest

to stab some other country in the back nor would I become a

1
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war .

lacquey of a powerful neighbour. Our foreign policy must also

keep before it the great objective of peace. If India had not

been partitioned it would have been easy to rally round a united

and powerful India the countries and the peoples who have been

victims of European aggression or exploitation. Our endeavour

even now is to bring this about but Pakistan might make it .

difficult so far as the Muslim States to the west are concerned .

This would still leave us Burma, Java, Indo -China, Siam and

China and later Japan . If the Islamic countries to the west join

us it could really be a very powerful combination and a great

influence for peace.

Some people want to dragoon us into joining one of the rival

blocs, viz., the Anglo -American or the Soviet bloc. They point

out that neutrality will be impossible. If India stands by her

self this may be correct but if India stands with other Asiatic

countries from which I do not exclude Egypt I see no reason

why the neutral position is not tenable . Each of these is afraid

of the other and is seeking allies and satellites and in trying to

secure safety for themselves inevitably dragging themselves nearer

They may be afraid of war but they certainly do not

want or work for peace . They will also seek to drag in with

themselves as many countries as they can from among those who

are outside their blocs. The white races are perpetually at war

now in the name of democracy and again for the purpose of

ending war. Under these slogans they cloak their insatiable desire

for domination . I do not see why we should be dragged into

their quarrels whatever high -sounding excuse it might have. I

would say to them plague on both your houses.” This we

can afford to do only if we and our allies are sufficiently strong

to withstand the victor of the two and this is the task before

the country . Pandit Nehru is trying his level best to achieve

this and in this he should have our completest support. He

will , however, have to move very swiftly for the events will

not wait for him . The first requisite for this would be to clear

out the last vestiges of European power in Asia, viz ., from Java

and Indo - China and Pakistan . A move towards closer union

with Burma and Ceylon should also be undertaken .

succeed in drawing these neighbours towards us we shall get a

step nearer to an Asiatic Federation .

There is all the greater reason for haste because the U.N.O.

has proved a failure as its predecessor the League of Nations

If we
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did . No less a person than Mr. Trygve Lie has confessed to

this failure . I feel that no such organization will ever thrive

unless the nations comprising it concede to it sovereign powers

and do not claim to be sovereign . The way the Kashmir issue

has been dealt with so far shows that nothing in that body is

judged on its merits. In these circumstances perhaps it would

be wiser to withdraw from that body and save the millions of

our money which goes to support this farce .

Let us now turn to the Draft Constitution. Does it take us

to the goal of a Sovereign Democratic Republic ? We shall ,

before dealing with the provisions of the Draft Constitution ,

examine what we mean by Democratic . Democracy to be real

must satisfy two conditions. It must assure political freedom to

the people and also social justice. Any State from which either

of these elements are absent cannot justly claim to be demo

cratic . Of course, in the world as it is today whatever form of

government one has is democratic and the rest is reactionary .

In this way Russia is proclaimed to be democratic and Britain

reactionary. Political democracy again is never the role of brute

majority. While it might overrule a minority opinion it should

never coerce the minority even where there is divergence on

fundamentals provided the minority does not propose to over

throw the State by violent means . Ideal democracy would be

å government by consent of practically all people in a country

and it would have therefore no place for violent upheavals or

liquidation of opponents and of establishing totalitarian regimes

under the name of One Party Democracy as the communist

regimes are sometimes described .

There is one part of the Draft Constitution to which I take

the strongest exception . This is the portion dealing with what

is described in Part XIV as Special Provisions Relating to Mino

rities. I might be accused of being unpractical by the wise men

to whom for the moment our constitutional destinies have been

entrusted . Epithets, however, break no bones. Any provision

which recognises reservation on the ground of religion or com

munity or backwardness is utterly vicious not only on the ground

that it is opposed to democracy but also because it will keep

alive communalism and will encourage communal-minded poli

ticians to make the inevitable demand for separate electorates.

They will point out that the reservation of seats does not lead

to the election of the “ real ” leaders of the community and that

1
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mere stooges of the majority community have a chance of being

elected . If we want our political life to be rid once and for all

of communal parties these provisions, including reservations in

services must go. The Constitution can recognise citizens alone

and not citizens with different stamps. The Draft Constitution

by Article 305 provides that this shall cease to have effect on

the expiration of ten years unless continued in operation there

after. Political experience in this country tells us that the aban

donment of this vicious principle at the end of a period will be

found difficult if not impossible. If we desire to be rid of com

munal political parties let us rid ourselves of this vicious prin

ciple which has poisoned our political life for nearly forty years.

These provisions are all the more surprising when we find that

in multi-member constituencies as well as in local government

elections the Central and Provincial Governments favour a distri

butive vote for the safeguarding of political and other minor

ities if any. I feel that the most workable method of doing this

is to provide multi -member constituencies with the system of

cumulative vote . This system has been tried out in the Bombay

Municipality for decades and has left no room for complaints.

I also feel that the constitution should state clearly that poli

tical parties based on religions of racial communities are illegal

and shall not be tolerated.

I have already referred to the fact that the continued exist

ence of the States would come in the way of the State becoming

democratic. I find that it comes in the way of the Union becom

ing sovereign, The States are conceded the right of framing

their own constitutions. Why should we not insist, even if the

States are allowed separate existence, that they adopt the part

constitution which will apply to Provinces ?

While the Provinces have been given no power to raise any

armed forces, which are the monopoly of the Union the States

are permitted to do so , subject to Item 4 of List I in the Seventh

Schedule which contemplates the determination by the Union

Government of questions regarding the strength , organization and

control of the armed forces so raised . Why should these States

be permitted to raise any separate armed forces even if the

Union might have the power as stated above ? In the covenant

of Saurashtra the Rajpramukh is given complete control over

the armed forces and other Rulers will claim similar powers .

These distinctions between the powers of the Provinces and the
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acceding States make the Union a limping Union .

We have been told over and over again that ours is going to

be a Secular State.

We find that Article 22 (1) lays down that “ No religious in

struction shall be provided by the State in any educational insti

tution wholly maintained by the State .” Taking its plain mean

ing any institution which is aided by the State can do so . Again

clause ( 3) permits such instruction even in an institution wholly

maintained by the State provided it is outside the working hours.

Looking into various other Articles we find over and over again

that wherever a salutary principle is stated, immediately it is

watered down to the extent whereby the principle itself becomes

meaningless. I shall deal with this presently .

Before I do so I must draw attention to the proviso to Article 68

which is particularly objectionable, for in the name of emergency

it gives the President power to prolong the life of the House of

the People. indefinitely. The American Constitution has wisely

no such power and even in the midst of war the American elec

tions were held .

A democratic constitution , should provide for a right of recall

which again is absent in the Draft.

Let us see if the provisions regarding fundamental rights lay

an adequate foundation for social justice: Article 8(2) says “ The

State shall not make any law which takes away or abridges the

right conferred in this part and any law inade in contravention

of this clause shall, to the extent of contravention , be void ."

Article 11 abolishes Untouchability. Untouchability is merely

a facet of the caste system . Why then tinker with this problem

instead of abolishing caste ?

Article 13 gives to the citizens the right of freedom of speech,

assembly , association, movement in the Union, etc. Clauses 3 ,

4 and 5 of the same Article as they stand give the Government

the power practically to abrogate all these rights provided it is

in public interest. Now public interest is a very elastic term and

we have seen its abuse by the British as also by our Govern

ments so far as the operation of Public Security Acts are con

cerned .

Article 15 is very interesting. It says No person shall be

deprived of his life or personal liberty except according to proce

dure established by law . . . Coupled with the power in the

Seventh Schedule to make any law regarding preventive deten
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tion the right becomes illusory . It is my humble opinion that

preventive detention has no place in any democratic constitu

tion . It may be justified in an emergency but then it must be

made clear that apart from emergency it cannot be used.

Compare the provision of Article 24 which deals with Right

to Property. The Article is particularly solicitous about provid

ing that no law can authorize the taking of possession or the

acquisition of property without compensation.

Then we come to Part IV which deals with what are described

as Directive Principles of State Policy. Articles 31 to 38 deal

with several important things like right to work, equal pay for

equal work , social and unemployment insurances and also pro

vide “ that ownership and control of the material resources of

the community are so distributed as best to subserve the common

good.” Article 29 unfortunately says that “ the provisions con

tained in this shall not be enforceable in any court , but the

principles therein laid down are nevertheless fundamental in the

governance of the country and it shall be the duty of the State

to apply these principles in making laws.” I regret to say that

this is complete eye-wash. What if the State failed in its duty

to apply these principles in making laws? The Courts cannot

question these laws and the rights remain on paper. The rights

mentioned in Articles 31 to 38 if made justiciable might take us

towards social justice, “ Purna Swaraj” as Gandhiji used to

call it.

There are certain other provisions, e.g. , those that sanction

preventive detention without laying down any safeguards which

would prevent the abuse of these powers. The way these powers

are being used by the executive today shows that unless proper

safeguards are provided the Government of the day can easily

convert itself into a police state . People are being arbitrarily

arrested and not a few of our comrades have been the victims

of these powers.

On examining the lists in the Seventh Schedule of the Draft

Constitution we find that certain subjects which would lead to

greater integration of our people should be included in the con

current list . These being subjects 9, 18, 21 , 22, 36 , 37 , 41 in

the State List and subjects 48 and 49 of the said List should

belong to the Union List alone .

So much for the Constitution . Let us now examinė the records

of our Governments - Central and Provincial. They are all full
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of projects and schemes each going into crores. The achieve

ment so far is little . While the A.I.C.C. has adopted a pro

gramme which is progressive, the policy of the Government seems

to be based if at all on placating private enterprise. Major por

tion of the funds raised for the Industrial Corporation and Air

India International are going to be handed over to private agency.

We might understand , even though we may not accept the argu

ment that rather than nationalise existing industry the money

needed for the purpose of compensation might be used by the

State for further expansion but we cannot accept the position that

the money raised by Government should be handed over to

private enterprise. In Bombay the crying need is housing and

yet the Government hopes by the end of May 1948 to provide

accommodation for about 1,200 persons, a really magnificent

achievement when literally lakhs are without proper accommoda

tion . The same is the story in any field you choose to examine.

Apart from these shortcomings the Governments have not been

able to clear the Augean stables. Corruption is rampant. Every

attempt on the part of Governments to check private cupidity

has brought in its train corruption of the public services which

is getting intolerable. No controls are possible to be worked

honestly and efficiently if you rely on the services .
It is only

if you associate the right type of public men to supervise and

control the working of these controls that you might be able to

check corruption . The Governments
today have ceased to have

any faith in the people and they are relying more and more on

the corrupt machinery . Ministers are utterly impatient of any

criticism and seem to consider the services as infallible . One of

the examples of this intolerance and the use of power for party

aggrandisement
is an order issued by the Department of Broad

casting over which Sjt . Vallabhbhai presides that no Socialist

should be asked to broadcast on any subject whatsoever. It is

curious that this order does not apply to members of the Muslim

League.

The policy towards labour is again far from satisfactory. The

Governments repeatedly keep demanding increase in production

and insisting on industrial truce . With these demands we have

no quarrel but when these demands are isolated from other factors

like the question of living wage and conditions of labour and on

which the Governments do no more than give pious assurances

it becomes difficult for labour to respond wholeheartedly to the
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demand for increased production . Every token demonstration on

the part of labour becomes a traitorous act according to some

Government spokesmen . This is the attitude towards labour.

On the other hand the owners are at every turn being assured

of a fair deal. Vallabhbhai even admitted publicly that Shan

mukham Chetty had been included in the Cabinet as the capital

ists' nominee. The Central Budget should satisfy the capitalist

that his interests are safe . Bombay Budget is no different for

the common man .

These things are not good portents for the future . If we really

want a democratic State the Governments must be careful to

inculcate the ideas of freedom and responsibility in the people.

Instead we find that the only attempt is to rule by fear. Civil

liberty has become the first casualty of Independence. This is

partly because there is no opposition worth the name to the

present Government. The Congress majorities in the legislatures

have been converted into groups of " yes men .” Many who

may want to speak their minds may be deterred because they

have a present or future axe to grind.

What then should be our attitude towards the Central and

Provincial Governments ? I propose to deal with this after I

have examined our position vis- a - vis the Congress.

You are all aware that when the Party came into existence in

1934 it insisted on every one of its members being a member of

the Congress. The Party was hopeful of being able to transform

the Congress into a Socialist Congress. Many of our policies

which to start with were rejected out of hand ultimately came to

be accepted by the Congress, and the A.I.C.C. in 1942 laid

down that it contemplated a State in which all power would be

with the toiling masses . Similar assurances have been repeated

by the Congress recently and if we are satisfied not to look

beyond paper assurances the Congress today mouths many

phrases which are part of the fundamentals of our programme.

In these circumstances why is it that the question of severing

all connections with the Congress by the Party has arisen ? I

propose to briefly answer this question .

Prior to 15th August 1947 the Congress was a United Front

against the British . No doubt, the Congress had been from

time to time defining its social objectives but the main emphasis

was on political freedom .' That being achieved one of the main

planks in the platform , was removed. This was the plank that
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bridged the gulf between the Congress leadership and the Socialist

Party. After the 15th of August it became abundantly clear that

since the very basis of United Front was gone the Congress must

inevitably become a party. Gandhiji did not desire that Con

gress should lose its character as a National Front and become a

party, but the synthesis required for this between the Right

Wing and Socialist policies could not be achieved. The Right

Wing were prepared to tolerate and use the Socialists so long as

we were prepared to tow their line.

Could we not have commanded a majority within the Con

gress ? I am confident that we could have but there is a big

proviso , viz . , that the election machinery of the Congress was

made independent of the local bosses and the local machines.

The manipulations and the rampant corruption, to which Gan

dhiji drew attention a few days before his passing, made this

impossible. There was thus a theoretical possibility of our

becoming a majority but in practice the achievement was im

possible. But now the matter has been set at rest by the Delhi

meeting of the A.I.C.C. accepting the principles on which the

new Constitution of the Congress is to be based . One of these

is that no person can be a Congress member who is a member

of another political party. The choice now is that if we desire

to continue within the Congress we must dissolve the Party. The

Party is after all a means to an end and if I thought that by

dissolving the Party we stood a chance of making the Congress

Socialist I could seriously pause and consider the situation . As

I have already stated there is little chance of this. Apart from

this in the last year and a half we have found that we have

differed considerably from the Congress policies. The Congress

leadership is trying to control every activity in the country. Their

attempt to control labour through the I.N.T.U.C. is as patent

as it is objectionable. How can an organization in which the

capitalists and landlords find a place lay down the law for labour

and peasants ? We could not possibly accept this . There are

similar differences regarding the organization of Kisans, the organ

ization of volunteers and other matters . At every turn when

we differed we found the threat of disciplinary action hanging

on our heads . So far as I am concerned , I can say without

hesitation that in my thirty years of life as a Congress member

I have never felt so suffocated as during the last two years .

It is patent that the Congress is becoming a party ,the main
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function of which would be to 'run elections and to support the

Governments. In theory the Congress might control Govern

ments, but in practice it has become a complete handmaiden of

Governments - Central and Provincial. The initiative is attempted

to be transferred from the bottom to the top and this is no

good sign for democracy , as the intolerance displayed by Gov

ernments is making abundantly clear . Our emphasis has been

and will be on restoring this initiative to the people through

their organisations for in the absence of such initiative the system

degenerates into control of the Government by a caucus which

might aim at personal aggrandisement or at a totalitarian State .

The biggest task for any democratic State is to keep the people

conscious of the fact that their freedom depends on the demo

cratic system .

It is urged that by leaving the Congress we shall be doing a

disservice to the country in its present critical phase . This argu

ment seems to equate the Congress with the State . We feel that

it is only by supplying the corrective which only an effective

opposition can do , we might be able to prevent the State from

being built upon lines which might prove harmful . We have

helped to bring into being this State and we can be relied upon

to protect it and do everything for its protection . We are asked

if we could not wait for some time till the corner is turned . My

answer is that for the next few years , perhaps , we shall be faced

with some crisis real or imaginary. It might again happen that

some of the crises might be the result of mistakes of the Congress

which an opposition might be able to preverit. Thus, instead of

doing any service we shall be doing disservice by remaining

within the Congress. Whereas, as things stand we have little

chance of being effective . An example will show how an oppo

sition party is not a factor of weakness for the State if it also

believes in upholding the State . When war broke out in Europe

while the Labour Party offered its co -operation it did not offer

to dissolve itself nor was this demand made of them as the Con

gress leaders seem to demand from us . The Communists, how

ever, played totally different role because they bore no loyalty

to the State .

In these circumstances I have no hesitation in recommending

that we sever our connection with the Congress. Since Kanpur

we have not been a party within the Congress, but have per

mitted our members to continue as members of the Congress,
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Now this will have to cease . I wish this decision had been

taken at Kanpur, when I urged on the Executive to do so . Un

fortunately, it found no favour with the Executive.

There is one thing I want to urge on you . We are parting

from the Congress. We should do so without any rancour

because the objective situation demands such a course . Even

after this parting there might be many ideals which we shall

share with the Congress and there may be many tasks in common

to perform . I do not want you to lose sight of this . If we are

to exist and justify our existence it will be by our work and our

policies that the country will judge us and not by our denun

ciation of Congress policies . When we differ we shall make it

clear but the differences will not prevent us from marching, with

the Congress where the higher interests of the country demand

such a course .

If you agree with the recommendation of the National Execu

tive to take this step you will provide what is most needed in

the country today , viz. , a fearless opposition . This opposition ,

if it is to have any value, must be a responsible one . The idea,

which many people have that the role of the opposition is always

to oppose is utterly absurd . An opposition that does this does

more harm to itself than to its opponents, and I do hope that

this will not be lost sight of by us . So far as the Governments

are concerned our role will be of responsible critics. In those

activities of Governments whether Central or Provincial which

are in furtherance of the preservation of the State we should

have no hesitation in supporting them provided the safety of

the State is not made an excuse for other and ulterior purposes .

In your role as the opposition is implicit the fact that you

should be prepared to take over the responsibility of governing.

This responsibility can come only through the will of the people .

Recent Municipal elections in Bombay showed very clearly that

people are seeking an alternative to the present Governments and

that they look upon us as the only alternative.

The people are looking to us and our responsibility is therefore

all the heavier. The elections to the legislatures Central and

Provincial— will come perhaps within two years and you will

have to prepare from now. The preparation consists of build

ing and strengthening the Party . All our energies will be needed

in this task and now that the hesitations born of our relations

with the Congress will no longer trammel us we shall be able
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to set to the task with vigour.

I want to make one thing clear. Some of us fight shy of -

the word “ Parliamentary ,” for it is supposed to be something

opposed to Revolutionary . I want to warn you against falling

into this error. Vigorous parliamentary action can be very revo

lutionary indeed.

Our role will be of a parliamentary opposition but that does

not mean that your activities will be confined to fighting elections

and making your voices heard on the floor of the legislatures,

That can only be the culmination of your work in organizing and

building up organizations of the people.

I have no doubt that your Executive will be fully alive to

this and take into its hand the drawing up of a programme which

it can place before the people, a programme which we consider

capable of immediate fulfilment and a programme which will

take the country nearer to the realization of Socialist Society,

which is the “ Purna Swaraj," the door for which has been

opened by the achievement of political independence. . This pro

gramme will necessarily be based on the programme adopted

and already published but whatever the programme may be we

shall have to avoid one pitfall. Nothing should find a place in

it on a priori grounds or on allegedly ethical grounds. If prohi

bition is good , if the stopping of races is good, if the closing

down of exchanges is beneficial we shall do so without hesitation .

But the decision will have to be on merits. In this connection

I might point out that Article 253 which declares that salt shall

never be taxed sounds rather sanctimonious in the Constitution

when indirect taxes are being levied on articles of everyday

necessity.

You will realise that complete severance from the Congress

will need changes in the structure of the Party . The Party at

present consists of active members alone. This corps we shall

need and in larger and larger numbers but the time has come

to consider whether it is wise not to associate with us thousands

of our people who might be in complete sympathy with us merely

because they cannot be active in the strict sense of the word .

We shall need thousands to study the problems and to help us

to prepare the blue-prints. These will have to come from the

ranks of part-time helpers. Without this help the core of active

workers would find themselves either helpless or burdened with

tasks for which either they have little time or not enough equip

6
81



'ment. You will have to consider how this can be done . I sug.

gest two ways of doing it . One is the acceptance of individuals

as Associate Members with a restricted representation on the Pro

vincial and National Executive, say 20 % . The other is collective

representation through functional organizations. These are not

in the alternative . Both methods will have to be considered and

adopted either now or a little later.

I cannot neglect to take notice of King Charles' Head - the

question of Socialist Unity as it is called euphemistically. In

terms of practical politics it resolves itself into the question “ why

not unite with the communists or at least have a united front

with them ? " The lesson of Czechoslovakia is fresh and there

fore this question will not need any elaborate answer . Briefly,

the answer is that while the communists sail under many colours

as it suits their purpose their true role is that of agents of the

Russian Government. Their policies are solely dictated by the

exigencies of Russian foreign policy and have little or nothing to

do with the question whether these policies would lead the coun

try towards the goal of Socialist Society. Again , their tactics

remind one of the female spider who devours its mate as soon

as the mating is done . Anyone who has tried any collaboration

with the communists knows that either they attempt to absorb

you or to disrupt you. Honest collaboration is entirely unknown

to them . I accept the communists neither as socialists nor as

internationalists and know them to be foreign agents. There is

one thing in this connection to which I must refer. Till recently

the Communist Party was all appraise of the Nehru Government,

but now they have come out with the characterisation of the

Nehru Government as agents of Anglo -American imperialism . If

it was merely their vagaries with which we are quite familiar ,

it would not worry anybody too much , but along with this we

find that they are trying wherever possible to build up pockets

of violence so that they may be able to disrupt the Government

and the State whenever interest of their own State, viz . , Russia ,

so demand . We must pause and consider whether it is possible

to have any truck with this party. No question of unity with

them arises ,so far as I am concerned and I hope that this will

be the last occasion when we shall have to make any mention

of this topic.

The nature of the task before us is stupendous. If we are

serious about it we shall have to set about with thousand -fold
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energies. The task of building the Party itself is stupendous,

the task of preparing ourselves for taking over the responsibilities

of Government is Herculean especially as we have to achieve it

in a comparatively short period of time. I am sure we are all

alive to our responsibilities and if we go ahead with clarity of

vision and a broadminded approach needed in all great tasks I

have little doubt that the goal is not as far as it might appear

to some pessimists.

JAI HIND INQUILAB ZINDABAD
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Annual Report of the General Secretary

( Policy Section )

I

LOOKING BACK

This is a historic conference as you are about to take a decision

here that should mark a new beginning for the socialist move

ment in the country and greatly influence the course of national

politics.

At such an historic occasion therefore I may be pardoned if

in this Annual Report I look back at the years past and assess

our successes and failures and also place before you certain sug

gestions efor the future.

Having come into existence in 1934, the Party is passing through

the fourteenth year of its life . During these years the Party

has grown steadily, till it is today in respect of popular support

though its membership is still confined to a small band of active

workers — the second largest political party in the country.

Up till now, and except for the Bombay Municipal elections,

the Party has not functioned as an independent political party.

Though it has had its separate membership , constitution and

rules , and functioned among the working class and the peasantry

independently, politically it functioned as a part of the Congress.

In other words , for purposes of political action , the Party was

not separate from the Congress ; and on political issues the Party

did not go beyond propagating its views and putting them before

Congress committees : Being in a minority , the policies that the

Party sponsored in the Congress were more often than not ,

rejected . This gave rise to the impression that the Party always

played a negative role. But its role appeared to be negative not

because the policies it advocated were negative, but because,

being in a minority , it was not in a position to get them accepted
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by the Congress, i.e. , to make them the basis of positive action .

A minority, or for that matter, an opposition, must perforce

appear to play a negative role till it acquires sufficient strength

to become the majority.

The fact is that on every major issue that came up before the

country, the Party had a positive policy. The year the Party

came into being saw the resurgence of “ parliamentary mental

ity ” in the Congress_five years after Pandit Motilal Nehru had

declared at the Lahore Congress that his experiments with par

liamentarism without freedom , had finally convinced him of its

futility . In 1934, even before the Congress had formally called

off (individual) civil disobedience, Doctors Ansari and Bidhan

Roy had raised aloft the standard of a new Swaraj Party . In

May 1934 the A.I.C.C. succumbed to this manoeuvre, and not

only withdrew civil disobedience but decided that the Congress

should contest the forthcoming elections to the Central Assembly.

The first “ negative ” role of the Party, which was born a

day before the A.I.C.C. meť at Patna, was to oppose this par

liamentary mentality and fruitless incursion into the ineffective

and shadowy Central Legislative Assembly . The Party's plea

was that such a step would divert the nation's attention from

the main job of preparing for the next struggle, and would fritter

away the energies of national workers in vapid debate .

Another negative ” policy to which I wish to refer here is

the opposition of the Party to the acceptance of ministerial

responsibility under the Act of 1935. The Party, however, was

not alone in this opposition ; Pandit Nehru himself and other

leading Congressmen had opposed that policy. On the initiative

of the Party an anti-ministry committee of Congressmen had

been formed with Sardar Sardul Singh Caveeshar, who had

resigned his seat on the Working Committee on that issue, as

chairman and Mr. Rafi Ahmed Kidwai and Mr. M. R. Masani as

joint secretaries. Masani was then a joint secretary of the All

India Party

That opposition was also a " negativenegative ” stand . Looking back ,

- however, and in spite of the gap of years, I still believe that it

was wrong to have accepted office then . While it yielded no

advantages, it gave birth to a mentality of power politics within

the Congress that threatens now to become its undoing.

It is not my purpose here to review the work of the Party

during this whole period when the Party functioned within the
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Congress. My purpose rather is to look back and assess the

work done . When I do this I find that most of our time during

these years was taken up with Congress work or with our efforts

to influence the Congress.

I should like to point out here that while we often played the

role of a left minority within the Congress, there were many

occasions on which we were completely at one with the majority.

Particularly, during periods of national struggle members of the

Party acted as zealous soldiers of the Congress and worked as

one team with other Congressmen. This positive aspect of our

work is often overlooked by critics.

Summing up the total result of our work within the Congress,

one might say that we acted as a check on the politics of com

promise ; we strengthened the organization as an instrument of

struggle ; and we were able to produce a climate of socialism

within the Congress. The fact that every Congressman today

is anxious to describe himself as a socialist, whether or not he

is actually one, is a tribute to the work of our Party .

There is one criticism , however, regarding our work within

the Congress that I should like to make here . Looking back it

seems to me that we would have done well to associate ourselves

with the constructive work of the Congress to a far greater extent

than we did . We were responsible -- and I more than others

perhaps - in creating the feeling that all constructive work was

unrevolutionary, and for socialists, a waste of time. I should

like to put on record that that was an immature and mistaken

view . Possibly, if we had come into the field of constructive

work we might have developed aspects or types of it that would

perhaps have enriched it . But whether that would have hap

pened or not there is no doubt that we have impoverished our

selves a great deal by keeping out of that valuable field of acti

vity, which would have given us experience and wider mass

contact and enabled us to understand rural India in a more

intimate manner.

While most of our time was taken up with our work within

the Congress, our activities were not restricted to the Congress

alone . From the beginning there were two main departments

of our work : one within the Congress, the other without . While

most of our political work was within or around the Congress,

work that dealt with economic and class issues was all done

independently of it . Building up of class organizations of
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workers and peasants so as to conduct through them the struggle

for the removal of class injustice and fulfilment of immediate

class demands was from the beginning placed in the fore-front

of the Party's programme. It was rightly believed that this

would prepare the masses not only for the ultimate achievement

of socialism but also for the immediate struggle against imperial

ism .

At the time the Party was formed the trade union movement

was split into three national organizations: the All -India Trade

Union Congress, the communist Red T.U.C. and the National

Federation of Trade Unions. Out of these we selected the

A.I.T.U.C. to work with , because politically this body was near

est to us . An agreement was early signed between the Party

and the A.I.T.U.C. according to which the former undertook to

affiliate its unions with the latter and treat it as the central

organization of labour, and the latter pledged to support the Party

as the political party of the working class .

At the same time, in full concurrence with the A.I.T.U.C. ,

the Party raised the slogan of trade union unity and played a

considerable part in bringing the three national bodies together.

The united body took the name of the A.I.T.U.C. , as this was

the name of the parent body from which the other two had

split away .

After the agreement with the A.I.T.U.C. and till the three

bodies had combined , the Party was the dominant group in the

A.I.T.U.C. This was the result not so much of new trade union

work done under Party auspices as of the fact that many leading

trade unionists came over and joined the Party. While it must

be admitted that the trade union work done then by Party

members was not much to boast of, it should be remembered

that the claims of the freedom movement were so heavy and

most of us were so intimately connected with it, that there was

little time to attend to other work . It was only after the August

Revolution when there was a large influx of new blood into the

Party, that we were able to spread out in the trade union move

ment . The Party can well be proud of the work that has been

done subsequently in this field . It is a pity that a great deal

of the work done in the Punjab has perished due to the recent

disasters that have visited both parts of that unhappy land .

The post-war split in the A.I.T.U.C. caused by communist

methods is too recent to require detailed treatment. It is a pity
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that the trade union movement should be so split. But when

political policies diverge so greatly and unscrupulous means arc

used to exploit labour for political ends, a split becomes - in

escapable. Had the Congress not attempted, in the name of

applying Gandhian principles to the labour movement, to drag

labour behind the Government, the non -communist forces in the

trade union movement might at least have stood together. But

the sectarian and authoritarian methods of the I.N.T.U.C. have

left no choice to these forces but to stand outside. It appears

to me inevitable that they should come together in another

national organization of labour.

In spite of the fact that the peasantry in this country is so

oppressed and exploited, there was no peasant organization worth

the name when the Party came into existence . Spasmodic pea

sant movements there had been , such as the movement of the

Oudh peasantry in the U.P. There ' was also a Kisan Sabha in

Bihar which had been formed by the Provincial Congress in 1929

to fight certain tenancy legislation which the provincial dyarchy

and zamindari interests together had sponsored . It was mainly

on the initiative of the Party, assisted powerfully by Swami

Sahajanand Saraswati and later by Professor N. G. Ranga , that

the All-India Kisan Sabha was created . At the beginning the

communists were not in the picture, but when the disastrous policy

of socialist unity was translated into action , they too trooped in .

Thereafter , the history of this organization has been one un

broken tale of intrigues and splits: a tale, sadder than that of

the A.I.T.U.C. One of the difficult questions before the Party

today is that of the proper organizational form to be given to

the peasant movement. Should we carry on with the same old

Kisan Sabhas, which are political platforms rather than class

organizations, or should a better form of organization be devised ?

I hope this Conference will find the right answer to this question.

There were other two fields of activity of the Party of which

mention might be made : student and volunteer movements.

Wherever the Party formed volunteer bodies outside the Con

gress volunteer organizations, the work has survived the passage

of years .' And now one task awaiting us is to integrate all these

provincial and district bodies into a national organization.

The student movement did not escape the inevitable results of

communist affections. The All - India Students' Federation , in the

formation of which the Party played a notable part, soon became
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a platform of the Communist Party, resulting in inevitable split.

The Students' Congress, over which the Party has had consider

able influence, played a fine role in the freedom movement. But

today there is again confusion in the student movement. I hope

all non -communist. students will be able to hold together, on the

one hand , and on the other, will refuse to walk into the commu

nist parlour lured by the false slogan of unity. I have always

held that Party members should keep out of the scramble for

office and position in the Students' Congress. Recent events

have further strengthened me in this view . It appears to me to

be more profitable for our student comrades to form socialist

students' clubs for study and discussion , and to do specific Party

jobs.

This hurried assessment of past work would be incomplete

without a reference to the disastrous policy of socialist unity that

the Party followed almost from its birth . The results of that

policy are too well -known - at any rate , they have already been

related in a Party publication -- to require further narration here .

Communist bad faith and double-dealing have not yet allowed

the Party to recover its strength in the South . But though the

results of that policy were disastrous, it was worthwhile having

made that mistake because it taught us a valuable and unfor

gettable lesson . No theory, nor the experiences of other coun

tries, could have enabled us to understand and know the commu

nists so intimately as we were able to understand and know

them through our own painful experience. The lessons of that

shall guide us now when once again the slogan of left unity is

being blared forth from communist trumpets.

I shall close this review after dealing with two common critic

isms that are made of our past work.

There are some who have tried to trace the underlying cause

of the civil strife that has been raging in the country during the

last many months to the cult of violence that was preached during

the August Revolution . This is an over-simplification . The civil

strife in origin was not spontaneous but a planned and directed

movement ; and its roots go down to imperialist policies . The

theory and strategy of the strife have drawn liberally upon Euro

pean fascism and were much influenced by the human disinte

gration caused by totalitarianism and the world war. In a small

measure some of the dark aspects of the August movement might

be responsible for recent disorders ; and while that may be grant
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ed, it is necessary for our social doctors to attend to another

symptom of the present national malaise . Along with civil strife,

there is visible on every side a sudden deterioration in the stand

ards of public conduct. Men who till the other day talked of

the high ideals of non -violence and truth seem suddenly to have

put all their ideals away and are found submerged in the game

of power politics, nepotism and some even in corruption. Why

is this so ? Why is it that even our nationalism has proved in

so many cases to be only skin deep ? Why is communalism

creeping into our hearts, and why provincialism , caste-feeling and

other kindred poisons? I submit that the reason is that the non

violence and truth that many so loudly professed were merely

make -beliefs and convenient covers and not articles of faith . It

seems to me that it was better to have believed in the clean

weapon of violence than to have used non - violence and truth as

mere cloaks. I am not justifying violence , which too, it should

be remembered , has its own moral limits ; all that I am saying

is that while violence may lead to harmful results, false non

violence might do greater harm .

Another criticism that has recently been made is that we always

failed to anticipate events or that our estimate of future events

has more often than not turned out to be false. For instance,

it is said that history proved us wrong when we suggested that

the settlement with the Cabinet Mission was not going to bear

any fruit and that another conflict was unavoidable with the

British . In the same way, we are accused of wrong judgment

when we boycotted the Constituent Assembly on the ground that

it was not to be the final authority to draft the constitution of

free India . It is easy , as the common saying goes , to be wise

after the event ; but there are apparently some whom even

events do not seem to teach wisdom .

I fail to see how our judgment has been falsified by history.

I have no doubt that had we not given up our fundamentals ,

a conflict with the British was inescapable. What the form of

that conflict would have been it is difficult to tell. But, after

the conspiracy hatched by Wavell and Jinnah had succeeded ,

the Congress had clearly no alternative but to throw overboard

the entire agreement and go into the wilderness again . That

was avoided at a great price, a price that none of us ever thought

the Congress would agree to pay in any circumstances.

The whole strategy of the Socialist Party and our reading of
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the situation were based on the assumption that the Congress

would never accept partition. If partition had not been accepted,

the Congress had no alternative but to resign from the Interim

Government and face the British once again on the issue of full

independence and undivided India . It is true that the Congress

had accepted , with the concurrence of its socialist wing, the

principle of self -determination . But that principle was to be

applied after the British had quit and not with their help and

under their aegis. When the Congress accepted partition, it

accepted partial and not complete independence. One would

have thought that those who did this would at least have fair

ness enough not to accuse others of wrong anticipation of events.

I repeat once again that had the Congress not deviated from

its true path and compromised with its principles, there was no

alternative for it but to follow the course of action that the

Socialist Party had suggested.

Coming to the Constituent Assembly, it has been suggested

that, baving once boycotted the Constituent Assembly , we now

feel sorry that we have been left out of the picture. People are

wont to judge others by the same standards of conduct as their

own. As far as we are concerned, we do not at all regret having

boycotted the Assembly. We were anxious by doing so to make

it clear to the country that the whole basis of compromise with

the British was wrong and should be rejected in toto . To accept

a part of that compromise and reject the whole would have been

the height of political opportunism . As events developed, and

the Muslim League walked out of the Constituent Assembly, it

was clear that what remained of that body was no longer capable

of drafting the constitution of free India. The only thing that

remained to be done then was, as I have said above, to tear up

the whole agreement with the British , to get out of the Interim

Government and of the Constituent Assembly, and to call finally

a real Constituent Assembly elected by the people. The assembly

would then have become the centre of revolutionary power and

challenged the British authority to a final show -down. The

Socialist Party would have heartily co -operated with such an

assembly and taken full responsibility for enforcing its decisions .

We were told that such a course of action would have led to

civil war, which the acceptance of Pakistan would avoid . We

replied that , in the first place, the risk should be taken , and, in

the second place, acceptance of Pakistan would not remove but
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accentuate that risk . Easily gained power, however, was too

much of a temptation to be resisted , with what tragic results

history has already shown . And yet there are people who boast

of their victory and their wisdom and accuse others of talking

hot air .

The Socialist Party, as any other body, has made mistakes but

the stand it took on the deal with the British was surely not

one of these. In fact , that was a stand of which the Party may

ever be proud.

II

LOOKING AHEAD

I shall now deal with a question which after a long career

of controversy is approaching its final answer . We have long

debated the question : within or without the Congress ? There

have been weighty arguments on both sides, but the weight has

lately been shifting to one side alone. Some weeks ago I had

published an article examining the pros and cons of this ques

tion , and indicating the inclination of my own mind.

Since that article was written, developments have further

clarified the issues involved . The A.I.C.C. at its last sitting

adopted certain fundamental principles of a new constitution of

the . Congress. These principles make it clear that the Congress

is 'no longer to remain a national front - not even at the time of

a national crisis. The Congress is to become now a party and

the Indian National Congress which stood for the whole nation

and fought for its freedom and received the allegiance of all sec

tions of the people is no more , or lives only in name . Logically

the name too should have gone, so that the great traditions asso

ciated with that name should have been kept unsullied by party

politics.

In these circumstances the Party must leave the Congress.

That is the clear demand of the needs of Indian socialism .

There is another set of very weighty considerations which too

point to the same conclusion . In the article referred to , a pass

ing reference was made to the need for an opposition party. That

need has grown in the weeks that have elapsed since .

The presence of Gandhiji in our midst was a powerful guarantee

of civil liberties and people's freedoms. In his absence the

dangers of authoritarianism and totalitarianism have grown.

These dangers would further be accentuated if there were no
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opposition party in the country — a party whose patriotism and

faith in democracy were out of question.

Those in Government are individually good men and undoubt

edly wish to serve their country , but while a few among them

are ardent democrats, others have shown scant regard for the

liberties of the people. The old administrative machine, which

was tuned to British authoritarianism and taught to disregard the

popular will and the popular good, is still functioning much as

before. In fact , wags like to sum up the present situation in

the quip : The British have gone, the I.C.S. have come.

In the days of the British , the Congress was the conscience of

the people and their tribune. Now , the Congress is so identified

with the Government that it has lost the power to protect the

rights of the people. As a matter of fact, its main task today

is to defend the Government and justify to the people its every

act - right or wrong.

The result of all this is a frightful situation . Criticism , even

fruitful criticism , is resented and sought to be suppressed . There

have been instances in which publishers have been hauled up

before authority and ticked off for giving publicity to offending,

though truthful, news or views . Means of propaganda that are

in the hands of the State , such as the A.I.R. , have been used for

party ends by the party in power . Administrative authority is

exercised illegitimately to curb the activities of political workers

who become thorns in the side of supporters of the Government,

There are examples of trade union workers being put into prison

on the recommendation of I.N.T.U.C. bosses . Liberal use is

being made of Sections 144 and 107 of the Criminal Procedure

Code to put down political rivals . The Public Safety Acts are

being misused to the same ends . There have been cases of per

sons showing sympathy for the Socialist Party and contributing

to its funds being threatened with dire consequences. Members

of the Services are being reduced to the position of lackeys of

the party in power. While the Services except those in commer

cial, industrial or other similar public undertakings should be

kept out of politics in the sense that their members should not

take active part in party politics, they should have full freedom

to belong to the party of their choice provided the party is an

open political party functioning within the law and to subscribe

to it , and cast their votes for it at elections. This right is being

denied today, and there are ridiculous instances in which even
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school teachers have been asked to keep out of politics! As we

advance towards socialism , ever widening sectors of citizens would

be brought within the sphere of Government employment, and

if all of these were to be denied opportunities to participate in

politics, we would end up in a dreadful totalitarian system in

which no other party than the party in power had any chance

to exist . In view of all these very serious considerations, the

need for an opposition party becomes imperative. One-party

rule or at any rate the absence of a popular opposition party,

which itself believes in democracy and is loyal to the country

and the State, is sure to encourage the growth of totalitarianism ,

particularly in view of the fact that present disturbed conditions

have vested the Executive with very large powers .

In the conditions existing in the country today, the Socialist

Party alone can fulfil the need for a popular opposition party.

This is not said in boasting, but as an objective statement of fact.

Thus taking into consideration all the aspects of the question ,

the conclusion we reach is that we must leave the Congress now

and function as an independent political party . I have no doubt

that this conclusion will commend itself to you all.

The decision to separate from the Congress places on us heavy

responsibilities. I should like here in all humility to lay down

certain principles which should guide us in our new career .

First of all , our decision to break away from the Congress will

cause serious anxiety to many friends, who may have no interest

in party politics but are deeply concerned over the future of the

nation . I refer to those friends particularly who believe that at

a moment of national crisis it was not parting of ways that was

necessary but joining of hands .

We must set the minds of these friends at rest and allay their

anxiety. We have not been familiar in this country with parlia

mentary government, and necessarily , with the nature of demo

cratic opposition. The sense in which we are prone to understand

an opposition is the sense in which the Congress was an oppo

sition to the British Government. The Congress used the method

of direct action to destroy the British Government in India root

and branch . That cannot be the nature of an opposition in a

democracy. In a democracy the party in power and the party

in opposition (assuming it is a democratic party itself ) are both

united in their loyalty to the State and pursuit of democratic

methods ; in times of national crisis , both parties bury the hatchet
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and , while keeping their identities and organizations apart, join

hands to serve the nation together. In a democracy an opposi

tion party is not an anti -national party ; rather, it is always a

party that advocates a different, and according to it , a betterway

of serving the nation than the party in power. During the Bri

tish period, to be anti-Congress was to be anti -national, because

the Congress stood for the nation as against the foreigner. Now

in a free India we must accustom the people to the idea that to

be opposed to the Congress is not to be opposed to the nation ,

but rather to be opposed to certain policies and methods of gov .

ernment and to advocate alternative policies. Further, to be

opposed to the Congress means to attempt by democratic methods

to replace it as the party in power.

That the country is passing through a great internal crisis and

there are external dangers of incalculable gravity no one can

deny. At such a time all parties in the State , sharing common

objectives and common ideals , should come together and co

operate in facing the crisis . There is much in common between

the Congress and the Socialist Party : their faith in secular demo

cracy brings them nearer together than any other two parties in

the country. This naturally means that the Socialist Party shall

ever be ready to fight for the defence of the State and of demo

cracy and against the forces of communalism and reaction ; and ,

in this fight, it would be happy always to join hands with the

Congress.

It would be our job to reassure the country of all this by

deeds rather than words.

May I finally say in this connection that I am conscious that

when we leave the Congress we shall leave behind many friends

and valued comrades with whom our bonds of personal and

ideological attachment will never snap . Even when working out

side, it shall be our endeavour to strengthen their hands ; and I

hope that by functioning as an opposition we shall make their

task lighter and their path easier.

I seek your indulgence now to bear with me in examining a

problem that has deeply worried me of late. The problem is that

of methods or means. It is important for us, both in the light

of our impending decision to break away from the Congress and

of the tragic events that have recently taken place.

In the West, opposition parties do not consider it wrong to

use lies and falsehood to bring the rival party into disrepute ;
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they do not consider it wrong to practise bribery and corruption

to achieve favourable results at elections. There are certain par

ties, which go much beyond lies and corruption . For them ,

even murder, loot and arson are a part of political strategy . We

have witnessed this strategy unfold its bottomless tragedies in

the past months.

From time immemorial there have been politicians who have

preached that there is no such thing as ethics in politics. In the

old times, however, this amoralism did not spread its corrupting

influence beyond a small class that played at politics, and the

mass of the people were left uncorrupted by what the leaders and

ministers of State did . But since the rise of totalitarianism , which

includes both fascism-nazism and stalinism , this principle has

been applied on a mass scale and every individual in society has

been affected by it. This has resulted in such an eclipse of

moral values from social life that not only its political sector

has been darkened but every sector of human life including even

family life .

Since the victory of Stalinist methods in Russia, it has been

commonly believed that there is no room for moral values in

Marxism , and it is usual for a socialist who talks of such matters

to be branded as a renegade or , at the least, a deviationist. I

should therefore like to state before you in the clearest possible

terms that I for one "have come to believe that for the achieve

ment of socialism a strict regard for means is of the highest

importance. Socialism means different things to different persons,

but if by socialism we mean a form of society in which the

material needs of every individual are satisfied and also in which

the individual is a cultured and civilised being, is free and brave,

kind and generous, then , I am absolutely clear that we will never

reach this goal except by strict adherence to certain human values

and standards of conduct . It is too often believed that all would

be well only if there were no exploitation in society and every

one was well fed and clothed and housed . But a society of well

fed and clothed and housed brutes is a far cry from socialism .

There were many things that Mahatma Gandhi taught us . But

the greatest thing he taught us was that means are ends , that

evil means can never lead to good ends and that fair ends require

fair means. Some of us may have been sceptical of this truth

but recent world events and events at home have convinced me

that nothing but good means will enable us to reach the goal of
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a good society, which is socialism ,

When, in a statement the other day, I talked of the need of

spiritual regeneration , some of you might have thought perhaps

that I had been so deeply shaken by recent happenings that I

was trying to escape from the hard realities of life . Those of

you who might have thought so are completely mistaken . I

have no knowledge of matters spiritual, if the term is under

stood in a religious or metaphysical sense . I have not suddenly

come to acquire faith in something called the spirit or the soul

or Brahman. Such philosophy as I have is earthy and human.

I am concerned merely with the problem of the type of men

I should like to live with in society. Clearly, I do not like to

live in a society of liars and murderers, of men who have no

kindness in them , no tolerance, no fellow -feeling.

No one can say what human nature is ; but this much can be

said that it is what you make of it . A good man is not born .

He becomes good by training. Therefore, if the aim of our Party

is not only to produce well-fed , well -clothed and well -housed

animals, but also to produce good men, then I say that all our

political work must be inspired by certain ethical values. I hope

that you will give this viewpoint the consideration it deserves.

I crave your indulgence again to permit me to examine another

problem from a somewhat unorthodox point of view .

There is a view held by some that all politics are power poli

tics . I consider this to be a disastrous point of view .

I shall examine here two important aspects of this way of

thinking. First, let us see how it affects Party organization .

Those who hold this view should logically make every attempt

-I do not say that they are actually doing soto secure power

within the Party itself . And power, according to this view ,

being the quintessence of politics, the use of every kind of rfieans

may be considered justified to secure power, including means

such as lying, scandal-mongering and cheating at Party elec

tions . Clearly - and I hope all of us would agree -- such means

could only result in the complete disintegration of the Party. I ,

therefore, hope and pray that every one of us will reject all

such means and eschew all quest for power within the Party. It

is human to yearn for recognition and aspire for positions of

influence and leadership . But one should be content to reach

these positions by virtue of one's work and service done to the

cause .

7 97



The second aspect of this view which I wish to examine here has,

a far deeper and wider significance. The theory that all politics

are power politics has the necessary underlying basis - though this

may not be obvious to the protagonists of this theory that the

State is the only instrument of social good. In other words, those

who subscribe to this theory believe - unless they are mere self

seekers, in which case unworthy of noticethat they must cap

ture the State in order to be able to serve society and bring about

the social transformation they desire.

I reject this view completely. The Congress today has cap

tured the State , but every thinking Congressman will agree that

the Congress would completely undermine itself if it depended on

the State for every effort at social change and development. In

fact, the view is growing among the constructive workers in the

Congress that they must cut themselves off from the parliamentary

machine and function independently so as to serve both society

and the State . :

The experience of totalitarian countries, whether fascist or com

munist, has shown that if the State is looked upon as the sole

agent of social reconstruction, we get nothing but a regimented

society in which the State is all-powerful and popular initiative

is extinct and the individual is made a cog in a vast unhuman

machine. Such a society is surely not the objective of our party ;

nor could a society of this nature ever be an intermediate stage

in the evolution of the democratic socialist society that is our aim .

Democracy requires that the people should depend as little as

possible on the State . And , both according to Mahatma Gandhi

and Karl Marx, the highest stage of democracy is that in which

the State has withered away. Totalitarianism , as distinct from

a transitional " dictatorship " of millions of toilers over a small

defeated class of vested interests, can hardly be a half-way house

to full democracy. It is necessary for the growth of full demo

cracy that popular effort has the freeest possible chance, and that

the people, through varied kinds of economic and cultural organ

izations and institutions, are enabled and encouraged to improve

their condition and manage their affairs.

Accordingly, the type of mind that I should like to see develop

within the Party is one that would make every one of us in

different to whether one is Prime Minister of the Republic or a

trade union or other field -worker. I believe that whether or not

we have the government in our hands, if we succeed by con
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structive work in creating a sound trade union movement capable

of running industry ; in educating the working class in the arts

of citizenship ; in creating co -operative communities in the

villages ; in mobilising the youth and children as voluntary ser

vants of the nation ; in creating cultural influences that go down

even to the most backward sections of the people ; if we succeed

in eradicating caste, superstition and bigotry ; if we succeed

in enlisting the co -operation of hundreds of thousands of selfless

workers to whom the seats of power offer no attraction — if we

succeed in all this, we shall also succeed in building up a socialist

society. In this event , the State will inevitably become a socialist

State, and will play its inevitable and appointed role, which

would go little beyond the imprimatur of the law on what has

already been accomplished , or on what cannot be prevented from

happening. The State in this manner will only be an instru

ment in the hands of a popular socialist movement- i.e., of the

people organized independently of the State for a socialist way

of living_rather than the source and fountain-head of all autho

rity and will.

These observations are of particular significance in the context

of the historic decision we are aboutto take. The temptation.

for members of an opposition party to look always to the seats

of power is great. We must keep this temptation in check . We

must remember today, and never forget it in the coming years ,

that it would be by constructive work , rather than by the tactics

of a parliamentary opposition ; by positive service rather than

by exploiting the mistakes and faults of others, that we would

succeed in establishing a democratic socialist society.

I might refer here briefly to an important corollary to what

I have said above. In a revolutionary party, i.e. , a party that

aims at fundamental social change , there are always a parlia

mentary wing and a wing made up of field workers. A time in

evitably comes when a conflict arises between these wings as to

which should dominate the other . Such a conflict has already

arisen within the Congress, which at least has had a revolutionary

past ; and the victory has already gone to the parliamentary wing.

In this event, the field or constructive workers of the Congress

would probably separate and form themselves into an independent

body of social servants. We, on the other hand, should so

develop our Party that constructive and parliamentary work are

integrated together and the constructive workers have the domi
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nant voice . Only then could the Party become a fit instrument

of full democracy.

Before I close I feel I should say something about the problem

of left unity. Since the re-organization of the Party , the prob

lem has often come up for discussion at Party meetings and in

the Statement of Policy there is a clear declaration about our

relations with the Communist Party . Recently a meeting of some

thing like eighteen left parties and groups was held at Patna

where a sort of a consolidation was formed . The question has

thus been raised again , and members of the Party have won

dered what our policy should be. I should like to deal with

this question of left unity in two parts : ( 1 ) unity with the

Communist Party and (2) unity with the others .

As far as the Communist Party is concerned; our policy has

been unambiguous. World events have underlined that policy .

The fact that communist parties are subservient to Russia has

received the endorsement of current history — the latest proof com

ing from Czechoslovakia . Those whose eyes even Czechoslovakia

has not opened can be nothing else than conscious tools of the

communists.

Is unity possible with the fifth columnists of a foreign power ?

We may be as friendly as we wish to the foreign power itself ;

but surely we would be mortgaging the freedom of our country

if we let foreign agents grow in prestige and influence .

Recent developments have also shown up the character of

communist " democracy.” In the Statement of Policy, we have

said that not only we differ from the communists on the question

of loyalties but also on that of objectives: whereas we aim at

democratic socialism the communists believe in totalitarianism .

To that the communists reply that they have their own form of

democracy. What that form is in reality has once again been

demonstrated in Czechoslovakia . Prof. Laski has described it in

a recent confession of disillusionment, and further touches to, that

picture have been given by the march of time . Communist

democracy is so perfect that democrats like Jan Masaryk cannot

survive its foulness and Benes , the head of the State , cannot be

allowed to be at large.

The third basic difference between the Socialist and Communist

parties to which the Statement of Policy refers, is the difference

regarding methods. Reverting to Czechoslovakia again , commu

nist methods are in full bloom there for all those but the blind
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to see . In our own country those methods are once again being

unfolded . A lying propaganda has been let loose against our

Party by the communist press and its various fronts . I have

a personal taste of this propaganda as President of the Railway .

men's Federation . Till the time the communists subscribed to

the slogan, “ Nehru Sarkar Zindabad,” every settlement with

the Railway Board was welcomed as a great victory. Now, wher

their line has been reversed , and they are out to strike at the

very roots of the Indian State, settlements no less generous, are

being described as sell-out and I am personally being attacked

as having been bought out by the Railway Board . That is the

kind of method this party follows, while raising simultaneously

the slogan of left unity. There can be nothing in common be

tween our and communist methods.

The conclusion , therefore, at which I arrive is, that unity with

the Communist Party must be resolutely ruled out if the Socialist

Party seriously believes in freedom and democratic socialism ,

In this connection , I must warn you all that as elsewhere in

the world , the communists are going to take advantage of the

democratic character of our Party to infiltrate into it, to plant

their stooges within it and try to split it and finally destroy it .

If you are not vigilant, if you are taken in by their special

pleading, if even for a moment you come to believe in their

bona fides , you open the door to the ruin of the Party. Every

one of you must be on guard and must make the people aware

of the communist menace . There are signs that suggest an East

ern Cominform . This makes the communist menace more

menacing

After the 15th of August the tasks of our Party are constructive.

We have to build up a new India . The communists, on the

other hand, are not interested in building up anything at all.

Their interest is in creating disturbances and troubles so as to

exploit them to popularise their party, and to weaken the Indian

State. A strong India becoming the focus of a third force will

not suit the communists and they will do everything in their

power to prevent the regeneration of their country . So much

for the communists.

As far as other left groups are concerned, it would be neces

sary to go into the programme and policy of each group and

then only the question of unity can be settled. Just because a

group is dubbed leftist, it need not follow that we must work
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ours .

with it. There are several leftist groups in the country whose

difference with the Communist Party is as narrow as between

twiddledum and twiddledee. These groups accept in toto the

objective of totalitarianism and the amoralism of communist

methods. Their only quarrel with the communists is that they

do not worship Stalin but they have other Gods to worship and

their attitude towards Russia. is only a little removed from sub

servience . Further, the appreciation that some of these left groups

have of the situation in India is fundamentally different from

For instance, there are groups which say that the Nehru

Government is a Kerensky Government which has to be over

thrown by violence ; and these groups endeavour towards that

end . In these circumstances how is unity with these groups

possible ?

I have always held , 'and 'nothing has happened recently to

compel me to change that view, that there is only one method

by which the left can consolidate its forces and acquire sufficient

strength to challenge the right and play an effective part in

national politics, A number of small leftist groups, each with its

own denominational dogmas and petty rivalries, banded together

in a loose consolidation can hardly give the type of united lead

to the masses that would be necessary . Differences and jealousies

would arise and would ever be a source of weakness. Any

fundamental issue may threaten to disrupt it. The left, if it has

to become a political force , must be organized within the folds

of one single party, which should have strength enough to lead

the people on the basis of a consistent programme of action .

Without any sense of partiality, merely as a statement of object

ive fact , I state that today the Socialist Party is the only party

in the country which can play this role . Now, when we are

emerging as an independent party , I have no doubt that we shall

invite such leftist groups or individuals as may agree with the

basic policies of the Party to join forces with it and build up

one single socialist movement in the country. I have no doubt

the Socialist Party would welcome with open arms all such leftists

as may agree to join forces.

I had intended to place before you some suggestions about the

structure of the new party. But this has not been possible, I

shall only say that the whole structure of the Party must change,

enabling it to become a mass party and properly representative

of the organized masses. I am sure that you would recommend

3
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steps to be taken to examine this problem and evolve a new

constitution for the Party .

I have not attempted in this policy report to deal with national

problems and suggest policies in that behalf. The Conference

will no doubt deal with it in its resolutions. My purpose here

has been 'merely to deal with certain questions over which my

mind has been exercised so that you may share my thoughts.

Whether you will endorse all that I have said is too much for

me to say, but I hope you will give your serious consideration

to the views I have placed before you .
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Annual Report of the General Secretary

(Organisational)

1

( 1 ) Membership

As you know, the Party constitution admits as members only

those who are prepared to give at least two hours for Party work

every day, under the direction of a provincial branch . The total

membership of the Party, admitted under this rule , now stands

at 5,139 confirmed members and 3,671 probationers. In

addition to these, 553 membership -applications are pending with

the provincial branches. The distribution of membership pro

vincewise is as under :

Province Confirmed Probationers

Andhra
52 94

Assam
239 195

Bengal 908 214

Bihar
1,150 1,923

Bombay 322 167

Central India 85

C.P. & Berar 352

Delhi
70

East Punjab

Gujarat 39 30

Hyderabad 45

Karnatak 97 94

Kerala 151 150

Maharashtra 343 85

Orissa 40 34

Rajputana 41 65

Tamilnad 150

U.P.
621

400

56

498

100

Total
5,139 3,671
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I should mention here that the standard of enrolment of mem

bers in each province is not uniform . In many provinces, admis

sion to membership is very strictly viewed . There are a few

others however in which admission is not so strict. You will

have to consider the question of enforcement of a common uni

form criterion for eligibility to membership all over the country

when we come to the question of revision of our Party ' consti

tution .

( 2) Party Organisation

The Party organisation comprises of twenty provinces , demar

cated by the National Executive, as under :

1 >

" 1. Andhra ,

2. Assam ,

3. Bengal,

4. Bihar,

5. Bombay ,

6. Central India ,

7. C. P. & Berar,

8. Delhi,

9. East Punjab,

10. Gujarat,

11. Hyderabad,

12. Karnatak,

13. Kerala ,

14. Maharashtra ,,

15. Madras City,

16. Orissa ,

17. Pakistan ,

18. Rajputana,,

19. Tamilnad , and

20 . U.P.

Under the provincial branch offices, there are the district and

unit offices. Assam has got ten district offices and an office in

the Manipur State. In Andhra , work is being organised in eight

districts. In Bengal, there are fifteen district branches, while

Bihar, one of the provinces where Party activity has been in- •

tensely organised, has got seventeen district offices with 341 unit

offices. Bombay City has got an efficient ward office for each

of its seven wards. In Central India and Rajputana provinces,

Party work is being organised from twelve offices functioning in

different States. C.P. and Berar has got district offices in all

its districts, while Maharashtra has nine district offices and eight

sub -offices. Kerala has three district branches for Cochin , Tra
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vancore and Malabar and 13 Taluk and 109 unit branches. Orissa

has got four district offices. U.P. has got Party offices func

tioning in thirty -two districts with their elected secretaries, and

in nine districts with secretaries, appointed by the provincial

office . Similarly, other provinces have also their district and

unit offices . Hyderabad, Rajputana, Central India and Gujarat

provincial branches have been established during the year. In

Gujarat, party work is now being organised in five districts and

in Baroda and Saurashtra . The organisation work in Saurashtra

has already progressed much . It seems the Socialist movement

will come to Gujarat from Saurashtra . In East Punjab, party

offices have been functioning in eight out of thirteen districts .

Organisation of Party work depends on many factors such as

political and economic development of the area concerned, etc.

It must, however, be admitted that Party organisation has not

uniformly grown all over the country. While in some provinces

the Party has strongly established itself and is developing every

day , there are others lagging behind. The goal of Party orgán

isation must be to cover every village or at least a group of

villages of this vast country and we have yet to make up a long

leeway. Part of this lack of organisation can be attributed to

the fact that we have been functioning within the Indian National

Congress so far. But the sooner we realise the task facing us

now the better.

( 3 ) National Executive

The National Executive of the Party met seven times during

the year. The General Council met once at Nagpur. The sub

committees of the Party - Labour, Kisan, States, Volunteer, Stu

dents, etc. — have not been able to meet as frequently as they

were expected to do and it has mainly been the National Exe

cutive and the Central Secretariat at Bombay that had to consider

all policy and organisational matters as they developed from

time to time.

(4) Labour

. The working class and the peasantry form the main sphere of

Party activity. The number of trade unions under the influence

of the Party in various provinces with their total membership
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is as under :

1

Province

Number of

Unions

Total

Membership

25

55

48

II2

62

2,600

19,500

60,000

1,06,038

60,000

10 6,440

? !

Andhra

Assam

Bengal

Bihar

Bombay

Central India

C.P. & Berar

Delhi

East Punjab

Gujarat

Hyderabad

Karnatak (Mysore incl.)

Kerala

Maharashtra

Orissa

Rajputana

Tamilnad

U.P.

Railways

36

26

52

62

113

II

20,000

39,053

20,065

21,596

30,000

4,615

7,347

31,914

55,000

49,000

22

8

150

5

Total
insi ride 797 5,33,168

These unions cover an important cross section of industries and

services such as coal, sugar, textile , electricity , supply, etc., in

Bihar ; jute, engineering, tramways, etc., in Bengal ; Govern

ment employees, dock workers, textile , engineering, chemicals,

etc. , in Bombay ; tea gardens in Assam ; transport, ordnance,

sugar, etc., in Maharashtra and various cottage and home indus

tries in the South . These are the industries which are wholly

organised all over the country by the Party. Two national fede

rations in the mining and sugar industries have been formed by

the Party during the year. Two more similar national federations

in the textile and motor transport industries are being organised

and will, it is expected , be formed during this year. The total

membership of the federation of the mining industry, the All
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India Khan Mazdoor Federation , is over 60,000 . There has been

a split unfortunately in the federation of the sugar industry which

had a membership of over 50,000. The two new federations of

the textile and transport workers will have a membership of over

40,000 each . The Party's position in the All- India Railwaymen's

Federation has also been strengthened during the year .

As you know , the National Executive decided in last June to

withdraw all unions under the Party's influence from the All

India Trade Union Congress which is dominated by the Com

munist Party. It was also decided that these unions should not

also join the new organisation , the I.N.T.U.C. , sponsored by

right wing Congressmen. The need for a central labour organ

isation of the Party has therefore been very keenly felt. Some

of the provincial branches like Bombay, Bihar and C.P. had

decided to start their provincial Mazdoor panchayats, as was done

by the Punjab branch before the partition. The question of a

central labour organisation of the Party will, however, be decided

at this Conference. Many organisational advantages accrue from

such a central body. For instance, it will secure proper repre

sentation for our workers at the various conferences and meet

ings convened by the Government of India and the Provincial

Governments to discuss matters relating to labour. But, pri

marily, such an organisation
is necessary in order to provide our

workers with the conception of a united force 'advancing towards

a common goal.

One of the important events in the field of labour activities

of the Party was the token general strike organised by the Bom

bay branch on the 29th December, 1947. It was a complete

success and about a million workers peacefully observed the

strike notwithstanding vigorous attempts by the authorities - Gov

ernment and others — to break their unity. The singular success

of this strike in the most important industrial city of the country

has attracted notice , not only in this country but also abroad , to

the growing strength of the Party . The Bombay branch deserves

our congratulations for their success.

(5) Kisan

Kisan work has not been organised as systematically in all

provinces as trade union activity. Though the conditions and

problems of the peasantry differ from province to province, there

is no reason why an organisational uniformity should not be
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developed in this sphere of activity . In some of the provinces

however, Kisan movement has been very efficiently organised.

In Bihar, the Provincial Kisan Sabha which is under the influ

ence of the Party has 16 district branches, 20 sub -divisional bran

ches, 128 thana branches and 96 gram sabhas and has a mem

bership of over 1,10,000 . In Bihar, the Bakast struggle has as

sumed the form of mass movement and every district is agitated

over this issue . Gaya, Darbhanga, Muzaffarpur, Bhagalpur and

Monghyr are the storm centres of this vast struggle. Twenty -one

peasants have been killed in the struggle in the Gaya district

alone . The other issues over which Kisan movement is organ-;

ised in Bihar are commutation of rent and opposition to conver

sion of peasants' land into big farms by the landlords and capi

talists. The Batai struggle is also gaining ground . In U.P. , the

Kisan Sangh in 46 districts is under the influence of the Party .

There have been big Kisan rallies in several districts. Two hun-,

dred and seventy workers of the Party in the province are en

gaged wholly in Kisan work . In Maharashtra , the Kisan activity

is being organised by the Party in nine districts and in the Kolha

pur State a manifesto of the Kisan Sabha has been published

with a constitution and within a year a Kisan Sabha will be func

tioning under the influence of the Party . The Thana District

Branch issues a monthly Kisan bulletin , while the Ratnagiri Dis

trict Office issues a Shetkari Patrika . In Assam , the Assam Kisan

Sabha is under the influence of the Party . It has established

tahsil units in ten districts. In Orissa, the Party has started the

provincial Kisan Sangh . Abolition of Zamindari without com

pensation has been one of the demands of the Kisan movement

in the province. The Kisan organisation also demands that the

Bhagchasis should not be evicted from their lands and that they

should secure two -thirds of the produce. Gram panchayats and

co -operative farming also form items of the charter adopted by

the Provincial Kisan Sabha. In Andhra , Kisan activity is organ

ised in the Kistna and West Godavari districts particularly in

the Narsapur Taluk . They have to face the rivalry of Ranga's

Kisan Sabha and the Communist Kisan organisation. In Kerala ,

the Party has started a new Kisan organisation . A Provincial

Ryot Panchayat has been formed in Karnatak by the provincial

branch of the Party . In Bengal, Kisan activity is being organ

ised in eleven districts. Kisan work is now being organised in

Gujarat. A Khedut conference was held in Mahna under Party

4
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auspices in January last. The Khedut Mandal in Mahna Mahal

has been started by the Party. Before the partition of the Pun

jab, the Punjab branch conducted a number of Kisan morchas

in East Punjab, the most important of which were át Chantala

in District Hissar and at Urmur in District Hoshiarpur. Hun

dreds of Party workers were arrested in these struggles. Sixty

Kisan Panchayats have been recently formed in District Hissar

by the East Punjab branch . The Rajputana branch has done

much work among Kisans of Mewar, Jodhpur and Kotah .

Taking the country as a whole, however, a stupendous effort

will have to be made if the Party is to act as the spearhead of

a mass country -wide Kisan movement. India is essentially an

agricultural country and unless Party activities pervade the daily

life of millions of Kisans on the countryside, the socialist move

ment will not grow . It is of the utmost importance that pro

vincial branches should immediately set themselves to the task of

building up provincial Kisan organisations with district and unit

branches covering groups of villages and enrofling a mass mem

bership

The Kisan Sub -Committee of the Party has held several meet

ings and arrived at important conclusions. It has laid emphasis

on nationalisation of production, trade and distributive services

and co -operative trading as also on an immediate demand for a

minimum wage, guarantee of home sheds, freedom of labour and

cancellation of debts. The sub -committee has recommended a

united organisation of peasants and agricultural labour. The

Kisan Sub -Committee has printed a separate report which , I hope,

has been distributed to you .

(6) States

The relationship of Party workers and various State Congress

organisations hasnot been uniform in all the States. The Party's

relationship with the Indian National Congress is beginning to

have its reactions in various States. If the Indian National Con

gress forms its own branches in the various States, as is proposed,

the question will be easily straightened out .

It is a matter of pride that Party comrades in many States

have been in the vanguard of the States people's fight against

autocracy . In Hyderabad, Mysore, Junagadh, Manipur, Tehri

Garhwal and several other States, Party members have contri
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buted a glorious chapter to the people's struggles. The Hydera

bad branch of the Party is at present wholly engaged in the

States people's fight against the Nizam . In Warangal, Karim

nagar, Adilabad, Nalgonda, Aurangabad, Parbhani, Osmanabad,

Bidar, Gulbarga and Raichur districts, Party units have concen

trated their activities and toured remote villages bringing a new

consciousness among the people. In the Itgi Island - thirteen

villages of the Nizam's Dominion surrounded by Indian terri

tory — the people, under the Party unit's guidance, have thrown

away the Nizam's authority and seized the reins of power .

Fifteen thousand villagers led by the Party workers declared

themselves independent of the Nizam on the 1st of January,

1948. It is not yet time when we can fully describe the courage

and steadfastness shown by our Party workers in the Hyderabad

struggle.

The East Punjab branch sent a batch of members to Kashmir,

who toured Jammu from village to village and helped in combat

ing Hindu -Sikh communalism . They organised branches of the

National Conference at several places, raised Home Guards and

recovered abducted Muslim women. The East Punjab branch

also worked in Patiala , Faridkot and Nabha for the States peo

ple's movement.

( 7) Volunteers

The National Executive decided some time back that the Party

should have its own volunteer organisation, but in those provinces,

where there are organisations, autonomous or semi-autonomous

but directed by the Party, they should be allowed to continue

to work with the Party . Accordingly, two types of volunteer

organisations have been functioning - one sponsored by the Party

and the other working in full sympathy with Party objectives.

U.P. has a volunteer organisation of the first type while C.P. ,

Maharashtra and Bombay have organisations of the latter type.

The Hindustan Lal Sena organisation of C.P. has recently decided

to discontinue its activities. Congress Seva Dal in Saurashtra is

under our Party influence . The Bengal branch has also organ

ised the “ Gana Fauj."

(8) Students

The Party has considerable influence over students in almost
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all the provinces. The Students' Sub -Committee has now pre

pared a comprehensive programme of work among students.

( 9) Party Members Under Detention

In several provinces, Bihar, East Punjab, Maharashtra, a num

ber of Party comrades have been kept under detention by the

Provincial Governments. There has often been a misuse of the

· Public Safety Acts, and the conditions in which these members

are kept during the detention are often very unsatisfactory .

( 10) Publicity and Propaganda

The following journals are published by various provincial

branches :

1. Janavani (Hindustani Monthly ), Benarés.

2. Janavani (Marathi Weekly ), Poona.

3. Sangharsha ( Hindustani Weekly ), Lucknow .

4 . Janamat (Hindustani Weekly ), Nagpur.

5. Janata (Hindustani Weekly ), Patna .

6. Janata ( Tamil Weekly ), Madras.

7. Janata ( Assamese Weekly ), Gauhati .

8. Socialist ( Bengali Weekly ), Calcutta.

9. Socialist (Urdu Weekly ), Pakistan .

10. Jagrati (Kannada Weekly ), Dharwar.

11. Swatantra Bharat (Malayalam Weekly ), Kerala .

12. Mazdoor (Marathi Weekly ), Bombay.

13. Krishak (Oriya Weekly), Cuttack .

14. Kranti (Gujarati Weekly ), Saurashtra.

15 . Janata (Gujarati) which stopped publication is expected to

start next week .

16. Jai Hind (Hindi Weekly ), Kotah which was suppressed by

the State is resuming its publication.

Most of the daily papers in English and Indian languages are ,

for reasons which can well be guessed, hostile to the Party . It

is necessary that the Party should now organise a chain of daily

papers and weeklies to cover Party activities and views.

( 11) Training of Workers

Several provinces are running periodical schools and institu

tions for training trade union workers. The Bombay branch has
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organised the Labour College primarily for training trade union

workers. Our workers have very enthusiastically taken it . The

Bengal branch organised a Summer School at Dhamua - 15 days

for labour workers and 15 days for Kisan workers. The Bihar

branch recently organised the Autumn School of Politics for a

month. Ninety -seven Party workers took advantage of the

school. The Bihar branch is also running : ( 1 ) Women's Train

ing Camp, (2) Instructors' Training Camp and (3) Winter School

of Politics. A Social Service Brigade has also been organised by

Party members of the Gaya College. The Bengal branch has an

Institute for Social Studies. Several schools and study circles

have also been opened in U.P. It must be stated however that

much more effort in this direction is needed if the Party is to

have a corps of workers with ideals of service capable of holding

positions of responsibility and trust at a short notice.

(12) Bombay Municipal Elections

The Mụnicipal elections in Bombay contested by the Party has

become a landmark in the history of the Party. The Bombay

branch put up 49 candidates against the Congress and other

parties and 26 out of them were returned by the people. This

result was achieved notwithstanding all the propaganda against

the Party by some sections of the press and the efforts made

by the Congress candidates to wean away public sympathy from

the Party in the name of Mahatma Gandhi . It clearly brings

out two things , firstly, that there is a deep -rooted sympathy

among the public with Socialist ideals, and secondly, that by

effort and organisation this sympathy can be canalised in support

of the Party .

( 13) Relief and Rehabilitation

I must mention here the splendid effort made by our Party

members for refugee relief and rehabilitation work in East Pun

jab , Delhi and Bengal. During the Punjab and Delhi riots a

number of our Party members have at great personal risk saved

the lives of hundreds of Muslims and Hindus. From Rawal

pindi, 50,000 persons were evacuated through the help of Party

members. Party members have ceaselessly toured the districts

of Amritsar, Jullundur, Ludhiana, Ferozepur, Jajadhari, Hoshiar

pur, Bhatinda, Ambala, Shahadra, and helped in the work of
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evacuation, relief and rescue of abducted women, often taking

great risks. The National Executive sometime back decided to

set up a Refugee Organisation of the Party at New Delhi under

the direction of Dr. Lohia and Shrimati Kamaladevi. This organ

isation with the help of Punjab and Delhi members have done

much work in the Kurukshetra , Karnal and Panipat camps and

other areas. Some industrial co -operatives are also being set up

for the refugees. Relief work is being done by Party comrades

also in U.P., Bihar, C.P. and Bombay. The Rajputana branch

has done much relief work in Jodhpur, Jaipur and Kotah.

Particular emphasis is laid in speeches and programmes on Hindu

Muslim unity and creation of a secular democratic State.

( 14) International Conferences

The International Socialist Conference was held at Antwerp in

the last week of November 1947. On an invitation from the

Organising Committee of the Conference the Party sent Com .

Madhu Limaye as an observer delegate to the Conference. Com .

Limaye's report is being published in a booklet form and will

soon be made available to all provincial branches.

The National Executive has also entrusted to Dr. Lohia and

Shrimati Kamaladevi the task of making the preliminary arrange

ments for a World Socialist Conference. On the invitation of the

conveners, the Executive has also decided to send representatives

of the Party to the Milan Conference in May next on the pro

posals for a United Socialist State of Europe.

'I. ',
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Report of the Foreign Affairs Department

The General Council of the Socialist Party , which met at Nag

pur in the last week of August 1947, passed the following reso

lution :

The world socialist movement has hitherto been almost

entirely a West European movement. In this form its' aim

has mainly been abolition of capitalism . But if democratic

socialism , as opposed to totalitarian communism , has to play

its full part in creating a world socialist society, it must

become aware of another task of no lesser importance, namely,

the task of fighting to develop the political strength of the

retarded peoples.

“ As a step forward towards the fulfilment of this task ,

the National Executive of the Socialist Party directs Shri

mati Kamaladevi and Dr. Rammanohar Lohia to make pre

liminary preparations for calling in India a world socialist

conference."

In pursuance of this resolution , Shrimati Kamaladevi and Dr.

Lohia undertook the work of contacting the socialist parties in

other countries with a view to hold a conference of Asian socialist

parties in the near future. Dr. Lohia and Kamaladevi met the

representatives from Burma and Indonesia during the Asian Re

gional Conference, convened by the I.L.O. in New Delhi on the

7th December, 1947. This meeting took the following decisions :

1. A committee of conveners consisting of the represent

atives of India , Burma, Indonesia , Malaya, Siam, Viet -Nam ,

Korea and Philippines be formed with its headquarters at

Rangoon. The Japanese be invited to send observers.

2. This committee should meet at Rangoon and decide

upon representation of various socialist parties and draw up

the agenda, etc., for the Asian Socialist Conference. This

conference should set up a permanent organisation and more

especially prepare a manifesto for the Asian socialist move

ment.
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It was agreed that the organisation of Asian socialist co

operation and formation of some permanent body was necessary:

1. To fight for the liberation of the Asian peoples and

against imperialist domination ,

2. To fight the danger of the indigenous vested interests

and reactionary feudal groups strengthening themselves in

this critical stage of transition from colonial status through

:,: national independence to socialism ,

3. For a common economic and political action for the

preservation of freedom and general advancement,

Shrimati Kamaladevi had talks also with Dr. Thach , the

Deputy Prime Minister of Viet-Nam . He invited the Indian

Socialists to send a delegation to Indo - China to study the situ

ation in the country.

1 ..
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Report submitted to the National Executive by

Com . Madhu Limaye, who attended the Fourth Post

War International Conference of the Socialist

Parties, held at Antwerp, as an observer delegate

on behalf of the Socialist Party of India

I. THE SHADOW ACROSS EUROPE

I left Bombay. on the 21st of November 1947, and stepped on

the Indian shore again on the 7th March 1948. I was in Europe

for more than three months, and during this period visited Eng

land, France, Belgium , Czechoslovakia, Switzerland and Italy .

I went there to attend the Antwerp International Socialist Con

ference as the delegate of the Socialist Party ( India) and this

provided me with a unique opportunity to observe and study,

conditions in Europe, political, economic and social. I had gone

out there at a very critical juncture in the history of Europe

and important developments did take place during this period.

What did I see there, what message have I brought from Europe ?

I must confess I have brought no message, for Europe has no

message. It has no lead to give us, we people of India and Asia .

A shadow has fallen across Europe, the shadow of conflict and

war . More than two and a half years have elapsed since the

end of World War II but a general peace settlement is not yet

in sight. The work of rehabilitation and economic reconstruction

is far from complete. On the contrary, the situation has actually

worsened in every respect. The people are apprehensive and the

fear of war has gripped them again . Europe is drifting headlong

towards a precipice.

What was Europe like immediately after the end of the war ?,

By the time the hostilities ceased , all the European countries

suffering under German occupation were liberated, Nazism and

Fascism defeated. All over Europe there was a decisive swing

to the left, as exemplified by the resounding victory of the Bri

tish Labour Party in the general elections in July 1945 and by

the revival of the labour and socialist movement on the Conti
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nent after years of suppression and persecution . The great Powers

were united in their war against Germany and the people of

Europe hoped that this understanding and unity which had won

the war , would continue even in peace. The wide popularity of

the Soviet Union and Socialist-Communist collaboration were the

outward expression of this hope. But their hopes were soon

belied. The great Powers had come together in the face of a

common danger, but with the removal of that immediate threat

to their existence, differences began to come to the surface.

At the end of the World War II, the prestige of the U.S.S.R.

had risen 'tremendously. The Soviet people had fought heroic

ally against the common enemy and the Communists had taken

an active part in the anti -Fascist underground movement . The

war years had seen great changes in the official philosophy of

the Kremlin . The war against Hitler was characterised as the

patriotic war against the invader ," as the “ struggle between

democracy and fascism ." The Comintern was disbanded and

even the old “ International ” was replaced by the new national

anthem ! There was a genuine feeling of sympathy and admira

tion for the Soviet Union in the masses. The Soviets and the

communist parties skilfully exploited this democratic sentiment of

the people. They inscribed on their banner two:magic words,

democracy and patriotism . The common people in Europe really

believed that Soviet Russia would become a democratic socialist

state and that the Communists would work not as a fifth column

of a foreign power but as a truly patriotic party pledged to the

defence of liberty, democracy and socialism . In Britain this

feeling was particularly very strong. On the continent the strug

gle between social democracy and communism was fought out

most savagely in the inter-war period: The attitude of Euro

pean socialist parties under Karl Kautsky's. influence was very

critical of the Bolshevik dictatorship. From the very beginning,

the continental Socialists, including the great Rosa Luxemburg

were the first to realise the dangerous potentialities of communist

totalitarian theory and practice. But even their parties were

affected by the post-war wave of pro -Soviet sentiment.

The Communists and Socialists, as pointed out above, worked

in a joint front during the war and for some time even after

the cessation of hostilities." In France and Belgium , i in Cze

choslovakia and Finland, 'everywhere there was close, collabora

tion between the two parties. Even the question of fusion was
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raised and seriously discussed . The French Socialist Party , ac

tually proposed unity in 1944, and a commission to bring about

organic unity was appointed.

The British Labour Party, unlike continental social democracy,

was never an orthodox socialist party. It was not much influ

enced by Marxist theory. The approach of the British Labourites

was essentially pragmatic. The British Socialists were never

interested in the theoretical controversies that rent the conti

nental working class movement . The Communist Party was not

a serious political force in Britain . Naturally the average Briton

was much less anti -Russian than , say the German or the French

man . At the time of the General Elections in 1945, the British

people had a definite pro - Soviet bias. Mr. Churchill's anti -Soviet

past and his outbursts against Moscow , was one of the reasons

for his defeat . This pro -Soviet sentiment of the people in Eng

land was almost irrational. Aptly did Mr. Crossman call it

“ the Russian complex."

But the installation of a pro -Russian , Government in Britain

coincided with the Russian diplomatic offensive against Britain .

The Soviets, instead of co -operating with the Labour Govern

ment to establish the United Socialist States of Europe, chose

to isolate Britain and destroy her. This policy of the Russian

Politbureau was reflected in the strategy and tactics of the com

munist parties. The dissolution of the Comintern made no differ

ence to the position of the Communists. Their independence was

an eye-wash. They continued to act as the fifth column of

Russia . They went ahead with their disruptionist methods. The

change in the Russian attitude was rather apparent than real. It

is true they used democratic phraseology ; but their practice was

anti -democratic. They pursued the old policy of disruption and

infiltration . Their aim was, as the events proved , complete eli

mination of rival influence and establishment of their totalitarian

dictatorship

All this was very disappointing. Nothing came out of the

attempts of Britain to reach an understanding with Russia and

of the Socialists to have unity with the Communists. Had Russia

not spurned Britain's hand of friendship , had Communists sin

cerely desired the unity of the working class, the Federation of

Europe on the basis of socialism and democracy would have been

a reality now and capitalism , reaction and war, a thing of the

past.
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On every

The emergence of the United States of America and the

U.S.S.R. as the two great world powers, the decline of Britain

as a big power and the weakening of the French position were

the most notable features of the post -war international situation .

This development created a vacuum in world politics. The his

tory of the last two years is largely the history of the efforts

of America and Russia to fill in this vacuum .

The alliance between the United States and Soviet Russia was

not a marriage of love. It was a matter of convenience. The

destruction of Nazi and Japanese empires and the disintegration

of Britain's power had left a void , and capitalist America and

totalitarian Russia stepped in into Britain's shoes.

question , the two countries differed and drifted apart. · The same

old game of power politics and the struggle for world domina

tion started all over again. The great Powers' unity broke down.

Britain , though no longer a first -rate power, still continued to

wield a powerful influence for a while .

The vacuum created by the decline of the British Empire

could be filled in a different way. Britain could resist the

attempts of the United States and the Soviet Union to divide

the “ spoils " by fostering the socialist movement on the conti

nent and supporting the struggle of the colonial people for in

dependence. The establishment of a Socialist Government in

Britain had opened a new vista of hope. The task with which

Labour Britain was faced , was in the words of Mr. Attlee to

work out a system of a new and a challenging kind in order to

preserve our heritage of civilisation ." This historical mission is

variously called as “ the third alternative , " " the third force,”

" the third way."

How did the British Labour Party fulfil this task ? It is true

that it introduced many vital changes in the economic structure

of Britain ; nationalised coal, transport, gas and electricity,

brought about a considerable equalisation of incomes ; it took the

lead in the matter of organising international socialist co -opera

tion , it conceded the right of self -determination to India , Burma

and Ceylon. Notable as these achievements are, they were not

enough to save the rapidly deteriorating situation . It was too

little and too late . Before their withdrawal from India , they

recognised the sovereignty of the feudal autocracies and thus

sowed the seeds of dissension and conflict ; they have not trans

ferred full power to Malaya yet and still hold on to the strategic
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dark

outposts like Hongkong, Singapore, Aden, Gibraltar, etc. In the

Middle. East also , they are propping up the worst reactionaries,

and preparing schemes for the intensive exploitation of the

continent." This failure of Britain to give an inspiring lead to

the progressive forces in the world is one of the most important

causes of the present dangerous state of affairs.

By the end of 1946, the economic situation had worsened and

it expressed itself in the acute dollar crisis and the consequent

inability of “ the old world ” to find means to finance its pur

chases in America and pay its way. By the beginning of 1947,

it became clear that without large -scale American economic assist

ance , recovery in Europe was impossible and that it would soon

be engulfed in a severe economic crisis. But the question of

economic reconstruction was bound up with the question of

general political settlement and the politics of the balance of

power. After the failure of the Moscow Foreign Ministers? Con

ference, the Russian policy became increasingly obstructionist and

the Communists were on the war path again . American policy

crystallised in the Truman Doctrine and the Marshall Plan, and

the Russian strategy was directed towards progressive incorpora

tion of the Eastern States within the framework of the Soviet

political and economic system .

The economic dependence of Britain and France on America

had disastrous political consequences. It deprived them of not

only independent initiative in the matter of foreign policy but

even jeopardised their freedom in their sphere of domestic poli

tics, indirectly in Britain but much more markedly in France.

Hence the subservience of Britain to American diplomacy

(Greece, Middle East, Germany), and the slowing down of the

pace of social change in the United Kingdom . In France and

Italy it took the form of American encouragement of de Gaulle

and the Vatican and in consequence the Socialist Party lost its

leading position in the government of the country . After the

collapse of M. Ramadier's coalition , Léon Blum failed to secure

a majority in the Assembly and was replaced by Robert Schu

man's predominantly Catholic government. The Americans frus

trated all British efforts to introduce the principle of socialisation

and progressively removed Social Democrats from all the eco

nomic, municipal and Londer organs of the combined zones in

Germany.
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II... THE ANTWERP CONFERENCE

The Fourth Post-War International Conference of the Socialist

Parties met in Antwerp from 28th November to 1st December

1947

Seventeen national parties participated in the Conference as

members : ( 1 ) Austria , (2 ) Great Britain , (3) Canada, ( 4) Cze

choslovakia , (5) Denmark , (6) France, (7) Finland, (8) Holland,

(9) Hungary, ( 10) Italy , ( 11 ) Luxemburg, ( 12) Norway, ' (13)

Palestine, ( 14) Belgium , ( 15) Poland ,' (16 ) Sweden , and (17) Swit

zerland. The International. Jewish Bund was admitted as a

member, thus making the total of member organisations 18 .

Three parties attended as observers: ( 1 ) Radical Democratic

Party of India , (2) The Indian Socialist Party, and (3) The Spa

nish Socialist Party .

The delegate of the United States Socialist Party was allowed

to attend, not as an observer, but as a guest.

7

Past History

Most of the parties that at present constitute the International

Socialist Conference, were , in the old pre -war days, affiliated to

the Socialist International ( Second International). This Socialist

International was formed in 1888 , and the then powerful German

Social Democratic Party was the mainstay of this organisation.

The Russian Socialist Democratic Party, which later split into

two groups, Mensheviks and Bolsheviks, 'was also a section of the

Second International. The Second International had pledged itself

to the policy of peace based on the solidarity of the working

classes of all countries. But, when the 'war broke out, the

national parties affiliated to this International supported their

respective national governments, and wholeheartedly co -operated

in the war effort of their countries. Thus the International broke

up . After the end of the first World War, attempts were made

to revive the International and achieved very limited success ;

limited because the effort to restore the unity of the international

socialist movement, which split during the war, could not only

not succeed, but with the formation of the Third International

under the leadership of the Russian Bolshevik Party , the rift

was actually widened .

But the post-war years, however , witnessed phenomenal growth

of the socialist movement in Britain , and during the inter-war
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periods there were many Socialist -nominated governments, though

nowhere could the Socialists secure absolute majority so as to

be able to form a completely Socialist Government.

After the rise of Nazism and the destruction of German social

democracy, the leadership in the Socialist International passed

into British hands. Since then , the British have not only re

tained their leadership; but have considerably strengthened their

position. At the end of the war, the British Labour Party took

up the work of establishing contacts with socialist movements in

other countries, and it was largely on their initiative that the

First International Conference was convened. Since then a

Socialist Information and Liaison Office has been functioning, to

which the work of establishing contacts has been entrusted . The

fourth Socialist Conference met at Zurich in Switzerland on 6th

June 1947.

Background

The Antwerp Socialist Conference met at a very critical stage

in the history of the world socialist movement. It was meeting

against the background of the ever -deepening crisis in inter

national relations, and the growing rivalry of America and the

Soviet Union ; the partition of Germany, the division of Europe

into two parts, and the consolidation of two powerful blocs led

by America and Russia . The European economy was in a

serious condition . The problem of reconstruction in the war

devastated areas had become very , urgent. Inflation, shortages

and hunger stalked the countries of Europe . Economic discon

tent was growing with increasing misery - Politically, the Euro

pean people, particularly the people of France and Italy, were

in a state of psychological unbalance. The United States had

come with its plan of reconstruction and rehabilitation of Europe.

The sixteen nations that gathered at Paris had already decided

to work out the Marshall Plan . In most of these countries the

socialist parties are in office (perhaps with the exception of Italy),

and they are committed as much as other governmental parties

to co - operate in the task of implementing the Aid to Europe

Plan. "

On the other hand, the Soviet Union, in an effort to consoli

date her influence in the countries of Eastern Europe, has sought

to draw them together on the basis of closer economic collabora
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counter-offensive
in Italy and France just before the Socialist

tion . In the political
sphere also , the Soviet Union has speeded

up the liquidation
of the opposition

parties
in these countries

,

and also the merger
of Socialist

and Communist
parties

, (e.g.,

Soviet Zone of Germany
and Rumania

), has also formed the

new . Cominform " of the nine principal Communist parties of

Europe to fight the Marshall Plan . It has renewed its offensive

against the Western Social - Democratic parties," who refuse to

collaborate with the Communists. The attitude of the Commun

ists towards the socialist movement in general, and the Western

socialist leadership in particular, has been very briefly summed

up by the new organ of the Cominform :

The Antwerp Socialist Conference , the Cominform article says,

“ would spare no efforts to glue the label of socialist phraseology

on the expansionist activities of American imperialism , would

render maximum support to American plans to enthral Europe

economically and politically, and would clear the ground for pre

parations for a new world war for world domination by American

imperialism , ”and has appealed to the working classes to answer

the new treachery of the right-wing social democracy by waging

à more " resolute struggle against the instigators of new wars

and their contemptible servants."

5 And accordingly the Communists launched their '“ resolute "

Conference opened . Two millions were on strike in France.

Railways had stopped, mines and factories had closed down

France was in the grip of a complete paralysis. It was against

the background of these happenings in France (even the possi

bility of civil war was openly discussed ), and the equally critical

situation in Italy , that the Conference met.

Why the Indian Socialists Decided to Participate ?

The Socialist Information and Liaison Office had invited the

Indian Socialist Party to participate in the Antwerp Conference.

Achyut Patwardhan , Joint Secretary of the Party, met these

people while he was in London , and had a talk with them on

the subject of the Conference .' On his return to India he reported

to the National Executive of the Socialist Party, and the Exe

cutive decided to accept the invitation extended by the Socialist

Information and Liaison Office. It was for the first time that

the Party participated in an international conference officially .
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On the emergence of Indią into freedom , as it was proper for the

country to take its rightful place in the unity of nations, so it

was natural for the Sociálist Party to seek to establish links with

the socialist movement in other countries. The Indian Socialists

had set out for themselves the task of achieving freedom and

independence of the country. But this goal of freedom was

never conceived by them in a negative way . They had defined

freedom as the establishment of not only political democracy

but social democracy ; socialism is in essence international and

the Indian Party therefore wanted to break its isolation . It was

for this reason , and with a view to establish contacts with the

Socialists in other countries that they decided to attend the Ant

werp Conference.

Agenda of the Conference

The following were the more important items on the official

agenda of the Conference :

( 1 ) The question of the admission of new parties , particularly

controversial was the question of the admission of Dr. Schuma

cher of the German Social Democratic Party. This issue was

discussed at the last Zurich Conference, but the proposal then

could not receive the necessary two -thirds majority.

( 2 ) To prepare a report on the international situation and the

problem of economic reconstruction from the Socialist point of

view .

(9) The question of the reconstitution of the Socialist Inter

national.

Session Begins

The Conference opened on the morning of the 29th . " It met

in the spacious hall of the Excelsior Hotel. The Belgian Party

had made arrangements to instal telephonic interpretation systemi.

Mr. Bronckere, ' the President of the old International, was

elected Chairman ? (Chairman : an old man , bald - headed, and

spectacled .) .

It was decided to conduct the proceedings of the Conference

in camera and not to allow pressmen to attend.

After a few introductory remarks by M. C. Bolle (Holland)

on behalf of the Consultative Committee of the Conference, the
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question of the 'admission of new parties was taken up .

Indian parties were admitted as observers, the small U.S. Socialist

Party was refused admission as observer (after Harold Laski's

speech ) but allowed to attend as “ guests ." The International

Jewish Bund was admitted though the report of the Consultative

Committee had expressed the view that only " national parties

should be eligible for membership ."

Then the issue of the split in the Italian socialist movement

was raised . Mr. Pietro Nenni spoke for about half an hour, and

indicted the newly -formed Italian Socialist Workers' Party and

its leader Saragat, deplored the attempt at raising the issue in the

Conference, an attempt which he described as outside inter

ference in the internal affairs of the Party ."

Harold Laski, the leader of the British Delegation supported

• Nenni and said : “ The position taken by Nenni is correct. To

discuss this issue would mean unjustifiable interference in the

internal discipline of the Italian movement. If both the groups

were to agree then it would have been all right. But since

Nenni has opposed the suggestion , this question should not be

discussed officially, or semi-officially. Any attempt at mediation

that might be made should be outside the Conference."

Mr. Laski's motion was accepted .

-4'sThe Greek Socialists

The Greek Socialists were refused visa , and hence could not

attend the Conference. The British delegate, Mr. Healey,

launched a vigorous protest against this action of the Greek

Government, and urged that a message of goodwill should be sent

to them on behalf of the Conference. Accordingly, a resolution

on this subject was unanimously adopted.

The resolution states : “ The International Conference which

assembled at Antwerp has been amazed and indignant to learn

that the necessary passports have been refused by the Sophoulis

Government to the delegates of the Socialist Party E.L.D. pre

sided over by Professor Sveleos which has given constant proof

of its attachment to the cause of liberty and democracy .

“ The Conference energetically protests against so arbitrary an

act which cannot be justified in any way, and reveals a coercion

incompatible with a democratic regime worthy of its name."
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Bulgarian Socialists (Nykov Group ).

The Hungarian delegatę spoke on the question of the admis

sion of Nykov's Bulgarian Party .

. The position of Socialists behind what is called the iron cur

tain is very delicate," he said . The remnants of Fascism are

still there. We are collaborating with the Communists because

we have to. It is a question of our life and death . The fate

of democracy is at stake. The Conference must admit the Bul .

garian Party ."

The British delegate ' took up a centrist attitude. The Nykov

Party is not a mass party. But amongst its fifty thousand mem

bers there are many genuine Socialists. On the other hand, the

Luchek Party ( in opposition) represents the spirit of social demo

cracy . Its paper is prohibited. Its leaders are imprisoned . The

Nykov . paper applauded the decision of the fusion of the Ruma

nian Socialists and Communists... The Communist Party is so

strong that it can afford to allow other small groups to exist ;

but only so long as they do not challenge the Communists' posi

tion inside the Fatherland Front. But it must be said that Nykov

Socialists are not opportunists like the Rumanians. But the moral

claims of the opposition Socialist Party are as great as the other

party . So admit the Nykov Party only as observers.

The Conference rejected the recommendation to admit the Bul

garian Social Democratic Party as members (for 8 , against 9 , in

cluding Finland and Holland . Great Britain abstaining).

Later on it was decided to admit them as observers without

votes (only Holland voting against.)

Laski's Resolution

In the afternoon of the first day of the Conference, Harold

Laski opened the debate and made an important speech .

He stressed the need for European unity and a united Ger

many. “ Socialist 'structure in Germany, and disarmament alone,

could give the guarantee of security ," he said . Unless Europe's

production is restored we would always be begging at the doors

of America. · The Marshall Plan is good if there were no political

conditions Europe reconstructed could help the Eastern demo

cracies. ' He strongly deplored the attacks on Blum and Attlee

and said : " I can't say whether America is imperialist or not,
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but certainly the British Labour Government under Attlee could

not be accused of imperialism . India is free and so is Burma."

After some speeches Laski moved a resolution on his own res

ponsibility. He said he refused to accept the judgment that social

democracy was bankrupt and could not face with firmness and

courage the problems of the day.

1

The important points :

An undivided Europe is an undivided world .

Aidiwelcome, but we are not prepared to sacrifice " independ

ent political life. ”.

Regret Spanish people not helped .

Interference of great powers in the affairs of Greece should

be condemned .

United Germany with socialisation of her major industries, under

international supervision ); to guarantee future security.

In the differences of great powers counter -revolution sees a

golden opportunity.

The weakness of the U.N. is the cause and not the effect of

deterioration in international relations.

To restore confidence among the working classes of different

countries, and to achieve unity on the basis of the principle of

" Democratic decision and freedom of criticism and action . "

Second Day of the Conference

Tke British Reverse Their Policy

After the first day's conference the Sub - Commission on Peace

and Reconstruction met and discussed the resolution to be placed

before the plenary session of the Conference , the next day . The

British had taken a prominent part in preparing an agreed draft,

it was being said .

The second day's session began at 9-30 a.m. The resolution

prepared by the Sub - Commission was moved and a debate fol

lowed . The resolution was discussed clause by clause.

A Dutch delegate said : The resolution refers to the danger

of American capitalism , but the attitude of Moscow also consti

tutes a challenge to liberty and democracy. We have a one

sided picture in this resolution .” in
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The British delegate, Mr. Healey, got up and took objection

to two paragraphs of the resolution , i.e. , one dealing with Greece

and the other about American aid . He said : “ The paragraph

on Greece should be omitted . We are prepared for a general

debate, but won't allow its passage in the present form . Our

main complaint after the assumption of office by the Labour

Government has not been that there was interference, but that

there was not enough interference. I would like to move an

amendment to the effect that unless all the countries accept the

recommendations of the United Nations Commission on Greece,

there would not be a satisfactory solution of the Greek question .

We must strongly condemn the attitude of the Governments of

Yugoslavia and Bulgaria and their refusal to accept the report

of the U.N. Committee.

“ Secondly, we would like to alter the wording of the para

dealing with American aid . We must make clear what we mean

by national independence. We feel that we should limit the

concept of national sovereignty. The chief Russian argument

against the Marshall Plan has been that it endangers national

independence. A British Communist leader said : Fight against

sovereignty is fight against socialism .' Do we lend support to

their charge? We should have some regard for the feeling of

those who would read this resolution in the U.S.A.”

The Belgians and the French also spoke. When we accept

aid it is bad manners to speak of conditions." The French said :

“ We must thank the American people." Ultimately, an amend

ment to the effect that the Conference " appreciates the useful

ness of American aid ” was accepted .

The attitude of the British came as a surprise. The day before

it was Harold Laski himself who made a pointed reference to

the interference of great powers in Greek affairs, and empha

sised the need of preserving “ independent political life .” In a

mass rally on the eve of the Conference ( 28th) he had said that

the Labour Party's victory in the Gravesend bye -election was a

warning to Marshall that aid to Europe could only be aid to a

Socialist Europe. And now another British delegate struck a

different note . I was told that there was a split in the British

delegation and that the views expressed by Harold Laski were

not the official view of the Labour Party, but his personal views.

The official point of view was different.
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Attacks on Social Democracy

The question of the recent Cominform attacks on the “ re

actionary right wing leadership of the Western social democracy "

was raised and the French delegate Mr. Grumback proposed an

amendment condemhing these attacks, particularly personal

attacks, on Blum and Attlee .

Pietro Nenni of Italy followed Grumback. He passionately

pleaded not to press the amendment. “The propaganda of the

Cominform was undoubtedly unwise ; but why engage in counter

attacks and copy their methods ? It would be wrong tactically

also ."

This infuriated Harold Laski. Laski: Grumback's amend

ment should be supported by all . Opposition to it would mean

that we tacitly accept the charge levelled by the Conference

of Nine ' against the Socialist leaders. Nenni should bear that

in mind . "

Grumback's amendment was carried ; though in the amendment

the word “ Communist ” Cominform was not explicitly

used . It simply deplored the attacks on social democracy.

.

or

East versus West

It was suspected from the very beginning that the Conference

was divided against itself, but it turned out that the points that

separated the parties were far more numerous than the ones on

which there was a measure of agreement. Broadly speaking,

there were two broad currents, one represented by the Western

social democracies and the other represented by the Poles, the

Hungarians, and the Italians under Nenni.

During the general discussion on the resolution as a whole the

differences stood out in bold relief. An Italian delegate, Basso,

supporting the Polish alternative draft said : " We could not

support the Commission's resolution , as we did not accept the

spirit of the draft. The Socialist policy must be based on the

actual social forces obtaining in various countries. The unity of

the working class movement is the need of the hour . In France

and in Italy we have two working class parties. In Britain it

is different. There the Labour Party is the only socialist work

ing class organisation. What is the use of ignoring realities ?

There are bound to be differences between Socialists and Com

munists . But these differences are as between brothers, The

130



chief accusation against us is that we collaborate with the Com

munists, but the other Socialist parties are co -operating with

parties whom we consider to be Fascists. We agree with the

British policy . But in my country conditions are wholly differ

ent. Collaboration with the Communists is the policy of the

working classes and in Italy it has strengthened our party. it

is a pity that everyone looks at these problems from the point

of view of one's particular country. It is not good to harp on

differences ; we must stress the points that unite us.”

Harold Laski put up a spirited defence in support of the

Commission's resolution :

The alternative draft put forward by the Italians and Poles

is not acceptable to us. Like others, we also try to understand

points of view different from our own . Struggle between classes

is not the only factor in the present international set up. In

France , democracy is threatened by the strategy , tactics and

manoeuvres of the Communist Party. The danger from the

Communist camp is as great as that from de Gaulle. The resolu

tion before the Conference is a unanimous draft. An agreement

was reached in the Commission on this basis . And now the

Eastern parties and the Italians go back on their word . This

shows that compromise is of no consequence to them and that

they consider us to be on the other side after all."

Then the amendment (the alternative draft) moved by the Poles

and Italians was put to vote. It was lost. Significantly, the

Czechs voted against this amendment. The Commission's reso

lution was adopted by 14 votes ; 4 abstentions ( Poles, Italians

and Hungarians clinging to their own draft and the Dutch ab

staining because the Commission's resolution did not condemn

the attitude of the Soviets). The Czechs and the Finns supported

the official ” resolution .

The Two Resolutions

What was the difference between the two resolutions ? The

minority 'motion said : The present international situation is cha

racterised by the “ aggravation de la lutte de classes.” It spoke

of " l'offensive du capitalisme, de l'impérialisme et de la ré

action . " It openly condemned “ l'intervention capitaliste et re

actionaire en Grece and it gave a “ clear' call for the unity

of the working class movement in defence of national independ
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ence and social reforms won by the masses.

The following extracts from the official documents of the Polish

and Italian Socialist parties would serve to throw light on their

total subordination to the Cominform :

“ According to our opinion the analysis of the international

situation by the conference of nine Communist parties is fun

damentally correct.” (Robotnik , organ of the Central Com

mittee of the P.P.S. )

“ The P.S.I. is the only socialist party in Western Europe

that defends the interests of the workers on the basis of a

united left front within the International. Only such an

agreed policy (on the terms of the Cominform !) can save us

from the danger of having to fight on two fronts." (Lelio

Basso's report to the P.S.I. Central Committee .)

The official motion was a compromise resolution . It went a

long way to appease the Eastern parties and whenever it criticised

the Communists it did so very cautiously, without using the word

Communists .” But these concessions did not satisfy the East

ern Socialists. They would not tolerate any criticism of the

Communist policy at all ! The official draft declared that
the

struggle against the danger of conflict which is still threatening

the working classes has two aspects (double caractère); a class

struggle for the right to live and a people's struggle in defence

of democracy (lutte du peuple pour la défense de la démocratie)

which was preserved at the cost of so much death and destruc

tion." This mention of the democratic character of the present

conflict was distasteful to the Eastern parties who had acquiesced

in the totalitarian dictatorships imposed by the Kremlin . That

plainly showed how wide was the breach between these two trends

in the European social democracy. The efforts of the Western

parties and notably the British to appease, to meet their East

ern brothers half-way, failed to evoke any response . The only

result was the omnibus resolution which was so vague. It merely

expressed a pious hope and did not go beyond it . It contained

no message, no lead .

The resolution on economic reconstruction is very revealing in

this respect. It says :
The collaboration of the sixteen coun

tries represented at the Paris Conference is approved by the

Socialists of most of these countries as a step towards this goal

(i.e. , peaceful economic reconstruction ). At the same time, the

nations of Eastern Europe are engaged in increasing economic
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Co -operation between themselves and this co -operation is approved

by the Socialist parties of Eastern Europe represented at this

Conference. (Thus the resolution officially recognises the exist

ence of two blocs based on two different economic policies and

admits that no common action is possible between them . And

then , after agreeing to disagree on this major issue, the resolu

tion further says (a pious expression of hope again ) that “ closer

economic co -operation between all the countries of Europe must

be achieved rapidly with a view to reaching within the frame

work of the United Nations and inspired by the Democratic

Socialist movement, a Socialist organisation of European eco

nomy.”

Thus the Socialist parties of the West and the East agreed to

differ and go about their own way. It was the anxiety of the

British to maintain the pretence of unity that kept the delegates

together ; otherwise, the Conference would have broken up at

the very outset.

What I Thought About the Resolution

The proceedings of the first two days and the main resolution

did not satisfy me at all. My first disappointment was that the

Conference was too much European -minded . Not only because

its composition was predominantly European. That possibly

could not be helped . But the problems discussed in the Con

ference had bearing only on Europe. It was really a misnomer

to call it an International Conference. While the resolution

rightly regretted the failure of the United Nations to take any

effective action against France and restore the Republic, it had

not a word to say about the violation by the Smuts Government

of the United Nations General Assembly resolution on the treat

ment of Indians and Africans in the Union of South Africa, it

took no notice of the wanton Dutch aggression against the Indo

nesian Republic, it did not send its greetings to the people of

Viet-Nam who are struggling for their freedom . While the reso

lution on economic reconstruction spoke of the " importance of

full international action ,” that referred only to the regions that

suffered from Nazi aggression. The countries that were victims

of Japanese invasion and the other retarded regions of Asia and

Africa did not figure at all. Without liquidating imperialism in

every shape and form and without raising the productivity and
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the standard of living of the backward countries of the East ,

lasting world peace could not be achieved. The Conference did

not realise this simple truth at all ; or it must be said that they

were not prepared to do anything that was calculated even

remotely to hurt the British , the Dutch and the French .

The Admission of the German Party

On the last day of the Conference, the question of the admis

sion of Dr. Kurt Schumacher's German Social Democratic Party

was taken up . This was the most controversial issue on the

agenda of the Conference. This question was thoroughly dis

cussed at the Third Post-War Socialist Conference held at Bourne:

mouth in November 1946 , and again at the Zurich Conference in

June 1947. After hearing a short statement by Com .' Schuma

cher, President of the German S.D.P. , and after he had answered

questions put to him by the Conference , a motion to refer the

question of admission of the S.D.P. until the next Conference

was defeated . A vote on a motion asking that it should be

admitted to the next Conference was then taken . But as the

necessary two -thirds majority was not reached the motion was

lost. The Conference at last had agreed to appoint a liaison

committee to keep in touch with the German Party .

At Antwerp, the Chairman of the Conference, Mr. Brouckere,

vacated the chair and moved the official report himself. Canada,

Britain , Norway and France spoke in support of the report, the

Czechs and the Poles made speeches against it .

At Zurich , the Polish delegate had said : “The German Social

ists are in opposition to the Communists and an invitation to the

Germans might be considered as an offence.” They could not

be party to anything which would give offence to Soviet Russia

and nothing could be more offensive than such an invitation.

This curious utterance of the Poles had then provoked the Aus

trian Socialist leader Dr. Scharf into retorting that they “ did

not want the Communist Party to make the decision as to who

was to be a member of the International Conference."

The British delegate observed : “ We have intimate contacts

with the German Party. It is true that it is as yet weak . But

there is no doubt that it is a genuinely Socialist party. Their

outlook and programme is definitely socialist. Wherever there

were free elections the masses had rallied round them . Moreover,
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how do you protect yourself by refusing admission to them ?

They are not likely to shape better in isolation . If we had them

amidst us, then we could at least try to influence their policy

and programme.

The Norwegian delegate said : “ Dr. Schumacher's party is a

socialist party and I say that it is much more entitled to parti

cipate in this Conference than some of the socialist parties repre

sented here . Dr. Schumacher has warned against the danger of

nationalism . As for the charge that they are anti-Soviet, how

could they be expected to adopt a pro -Soviet attitude when they

were persecuted in the Soviet Zone and when many of their

leaders were in prison ? ”

The proposal to admit the Germans was adopted. It secured

the necessary two-thirds majority. Palestine, Czechoslovakia ,

Poland and Hungary voted against and Italy and the Jewish

Bund abstained .

Parties in the Eastern Countries

Finland : Finland is a very typical country. The position of

Social Democrats, as in other Eastern countries, is very delicate .

There is the never -slackening Communist pressure with the all

powerful Russian State behind the Communist Party. The Social

ists are really in an unenviable position. But theyare struggling

to preserve their independence. Formerly, there was a desire

within the Finnish Social Democratic Party for collaboration with

the Communists and the party actually had an election alliance

with them . But the experience of “ the united front ” was very

bitter . Now the Social Democratic Party is a coherent party.

It is fighting the municipal elections independently ; it is the

most anti -Communist of all the Eastern parties.

Czechs : The Czechoslovak Social Democratic Party is co

operating with the Communist Party. There seems to be much

confusion and wavering amongst them . They want to strengthen

their connections with the West, but they realise that they have

to collaborate with the Soviets. The facts of the situation demand

it. Collaboration with the Communists is inevitable, but still

they fear that they might eventually lose their identity and be

swamped by the more numerous Communists. And then there

is always the threat of German national revival. That is why

they voted against Schumacher, but at the same time supported
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the British and opposed the Italian amendment to the main

resolution . Briefly, it would be wrong to say that the Czech

Socialists are merely lackeys of the Communists.

Pples and Hungarians: They seem to be completely subser

vient to the Communists. They acted , throughout, as the un

official spokesmen of the Cominform .

Italy : Italy is an exception. Though not an Eastern coun

try, the Italian Socialist Party could be grouped along with other

Eastern parties ; for together they form a bloc ; they represent

a distinct trend that advocates collaboration with the Communists.

In Italy there was a split in the Socialist Party in the begin

ning of 1947. The Saragat.group has formed its own party.

But so far it has not made any headway. It is being said that

it may join the Gasperi Government. That would only widen

the breach . The Saragat group is very dissatisfied with the Bri

tish Labour Party. Its official journal has condemned Harold

Laski's attitude on the Italian question . It says: “ The British

do not believe in the rebirth of social democracy and they sabo

taged all attempts in that direction.”

It was reported ( just before the Conference) that even in

Nenni's party discontent against the policy of subserviency to

the Communist Party was growing, but I saw no evidence of

this development in the Conference. The delegates of the Italian

Party acted is unison with the Poles and Hungarians, and vigor

ously advocated the Cominform line on all questions.

Formation of the International

The last question discussed in the Conference was the question

of the reconstitution of the Socialist International. The French

and Belgians wanted an immediate revival of the old Inter

national. But the Poles were opposed to this idea . The British

also did not extend their support to this proposal. They may

have been actuated by these arguments :

1. Participation in an international organisation would be

embarrassing to the Government,

2. It would make the position of the Eastern parties very

difficult.

3. It would provide the Tories with a new argument that

the Labour Party is loyal not to King and Parliament, but

to a super -national, extra -territorial organisation .
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Of course , the British prevailed and it was decided to attri

bute more powers to the Consultative Committee, hereafter to

be called Comisco (Committee of the International Socialist Con

ference). In short, there was to be no formal international organ

isation but only closer contacts and more exchange of views. The

Comisco was to meet in between conferences and was to be res

ponsible for practical activities, of which the principle had been

approved by the Conference. The report also stated that

member parties may meet in regional conferences.”

The Indian Socialist Party's Viewpoint: There must be an

international organisation but not at the moment, not immediately.

An International here and now constituted would be European

minded. The experience of the colonial countries must be taken

into consideration . These countries must be helped to organise

socialist parties. When these countries come into their own, then

alone it would be appropriate to form an International. Now

it is inopportune. But there should never be a centralised top

heavy organisation on the Comintern lines ; neither so very loose

as the Second International. The decisions of the International

(they are not to be enforced by using sanctions) should be

respected and the member parties failing to carry them out

should have to justify themselves. But for the present there

should be no permanent organisation, only closer contacts and

more frequent exchange of views, and even joint action on specific

issues .

The Conference concluded after the report of the Commission

on International Organisation was adopted and all rose up and

sang the “ International.” That was the only inspiring moment

in the otherwise dull and lifeless proceedings of the Conference.

General Remarks

The Conference, as I feared , turned out to be a very tame

affair. There was some unreality about the whole proceedings.

The delegates attending the Conference could hardly be said to

represent their parties ; there were very few responsible leaders

in the delegations. Most of the parties represented there were

holding offices in the governments of their countries, and they

were anxious not to deviate from the policy of their respective

governments. The European social democracy is really in the

throes of a profound crisis. There was no common ground be
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tween the two conflicting currents and hence no real solidarity

and comradeship. Everyone was suspicious of the other and was

not prepared to exchange confidences. Norwegians and Dutch

were extremely anti-Communist, and there was little difference

between the Polish and the Hungarian and Italian Socialists and

the Cominform . The attitude of the British was a bit amusing.

Apparently, they were unable to reconcile themselves to the fact

that the eastern zone of Europe was lost to social democracy .

And in an effort to camouflage this reality , while pursuing a very

moderate, nay, even reactionary foreign policy themselves , the

British under Laski's leadership took a pro -Eastern European

Socialist attitude on some questions and did their utmost to

appease them . They pretended to act as mediators between the

two conflicting trends and they were determined to make the

conference a grand success .' In this they were a little un

sympathetic to their French comrades, whose situation was be

coming increasingly desperate. The British felt that economically

they were much better off and politically secure (with no rival

working class party and with a huge parliamentary majority and

an unbeaten record of victory in 31 bye-elections), and thus they

could afford to pursue this line and play the role of mediators.

Perhaps their policy was governed by " higher ” diplomatic con

siderations. The Socialist Conference had gathered when the four

Foreign Ministers were discussing the question of general settle

ment in London . Mr. Bevin , the British Foreign Secretary, had

so far refused to line up openly with America against the Soviets,

despite repeated provocations from the Russian side. He had

expressed his determination to secure an agreement on Germany

and naturally the British delegation was reluctant to estrange

the Eastern Socialists, for it would have meant a break with

Russia .

Our Attitude

After having seen things for myself, I feel that the time has

come for the Party to join the Conference. It is no use simply

saying that it is a European show .' Once we join , we could at

least participate in the debate and try to influence the delegates

and press our point of view .

The Radical Democratic Party is certain to raise objections to

our admission . Already, their representative is trying to poison

1
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people's minds and telling them that the Socialist Party is no

socialist party at all, they are Fascists and communalists. (In

support he produces extracts from Shri Jayaprakash Narayan's

" Letters to Fighters for Freedom " and other writings and Dr.

Lohia's recent speeches in Delhi.) But the British are very

shrewd and they know the real state of affairs in India .

The influential New Statesman and Nation thought it curious

that an invitation should have gone out to Mr. Roy's

quite unimportant party ." The invitation to Indian Socialists

means, wrote that paper, that they are now recognised as the

official representatives of social democracy in India .”

Just before the Conference I met Dennis Healey of the Inter

national Department of the Labour Party. At the end of our

conversation, he said that they would welcome the Indian Socialist

Party as a regular member of the Conference, and even said

that they looked upon theIndian Socialist Party asthe authentic

party of socialism in India , and would very gladly entrust to

us the task of organising an “ Asian Socialist Bloc ” within the

Conference, so to say, and would largely act on our recom

mendation in the matter of admitting new parties from Asia .

1
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THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE

The National Executive of the Socialist Party, elected at the

6th Annual Conference held at Nasik on the 19th , 20th and 21st

March 1948, consists of:

General Secretary

( 1 ) Shri Jayaprakash Narayan,

21 , Govindji Keni Road,

Dadar, Bombay 14.

Treasurer

( 2 ) Shri Purshottam

Trikamdas,

40, Ridge Road ,

Malabar Hill, Bombay.

Joint Secretaries

( 3 ) Dr. K. B. Menon ,

C/o Socialist Party

( Tamil Nad ),

40F, Gangu Reddy Road,

Egmore, Madras.

(4) Shri N. G. Gore,

21 , Govindji Keni Road,

Dadar, Bombay 14 .

(5 ) Shri Suresh Desai,

21 , Govindji Keni Road ,

Dadar, Bombay 14.

( 6 ) Shri Prem Bhasin ,

C/o Socialist Party

( East Punjab ),

Harkishenlal Street,

Kot Kishenchand,

Jullundur.

Members

( 7 ) Acharya Narendra Deva,

University of Lucknow,

Lucknow .

(8 ) Dr. Rammanohar Lohia,

C/o Socialist Party

(Delhi),

31 , Queensway,

New Delhi.

(9 ) Shri Asoka Mehta,

.5, Dadyseth Road,

Babulnath ,

Bombay 7.

( 10 ) Shri Achyut Patwardhan,

21 , Govindji Keni Road ,

Dadar, Bombay 14.

: " ( 11 ) , Shri Yusuf Meheraly,

Bombay View ,"

Raghavji Road,

Bombay

( 12 ) Shrimati Kamaladevi

Chattopadhyaya,

17 , Ferozshah Road,

New Delhi.

( 13 ) Shrimati Aruna Asaf Ali,

22, Prithviraj Road,

New Delhi.

( 14 ) Shri Ganga Sharan Sinha,

C/o Socialist Party

( Bihar ),

P.O. Bankipore,

Patna.

( 15 ) Shri Ramnandan Misra,

C/o Socialist Party

( Bihar ),

P.O. Bankipore,

Patna.

.
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( 16) Munshi Ahmed Din , Oriya Bazar,

21 , Govindji Keni Road, Cuttack .

Dadar, Bombay 14. ( 22 ) Shri Narendra Nath Das,

( 17 ) Shri Maganlal Bagdi, C/o Socialist Party

Hansapur, ( Bengal),

Nagpur. 150, Chittaranjan Avenue,

( 18 ) Shri Shibnath Bannerjee,
Calcutta.

3/1 , Kali Bannerjee Lane, ( 23 ) Shri Madhu Limaye,

Howrah ( Bengal). C/o Socialist Party

( 19) Shri Hareshwar Goswami, (Maharashtra ),

C/o Socialist Party 623/17, Sadashiv Peth,

( Assam ), Poona.

Uzan Bazar, Gauhati. ( 24 ) Shri Moinuddin Harris,

( 20 ) Shri Chhotubhai Purani,
Patanwala Building,

C/o Socialist Party Connaught Road,

( Gujarat ) , Opp. Victoria Gardens,

Post Box No. 1 , Bombay.

Ahmedabad. ( 25 ) Shri B. P. Sinha,

( 21 ) Shri Surendra Dwivedi, C ) o Socialist Party

C/o Socialist Party (U.P. ) ,

( Orissa ), Pan Dariba, Lucknow .

DEPARTMENTAL HEADS-

( 7 Labour Department:
Shri Asoka Mehta - Secretary.

( 2 ) States Sub -Committee :

Dr. Rammanohar Lohia - Chairman .

( 3 ) Kisan Sub -Committee:

Pandit Ramnandan Misra - Chairman.

( 4 ) Foreign Affairs Sub -Committee:

Dr. Rammanohar Lohia - Chairmán .

Shri Madhu Limaye - Secretary.

( 5 ) Parliamentary Sub - Committee:

Acharya Narendra Deva - Chairman

Shri Asoka Mehta - Secretary.

( 6 ) Hyderabad Struggle Committee :

Shrimati Aruna Asaf Ali - Chairman .

Shri Mahadeo Singh - Secretary.

( 7 ) Security Committee:

Shri S. M. Joshi - Convener.
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(8 ) Students Department:

B. P. Sinha Secretary.

( 9 ) Co - operatives Department:

Shrimati Kamaladevi - Secretary.

(10) Volunteers Department:

Shri S. M. Joshi- Secretary.

( 11 ) Refugee Section:

Shrimati Kamaladevi- In -charge.

List of Delegates

A

( 1 ) Andhra : 9. Baren Dev.

1. Balkrishna, M. 10. Bhola Chatterjee.

2. Parthasarathy.
II . B. Chandra .

3. Satyanan, Z. 12. Balraj Singh .

13. B. Ghose.

. ( 2 ) Assam : 14. Deben Ghosh .

1 . Bhaben Saikia . 15. Dilip Kumar Mukerjee.

2. Bhadra Pukhan . 16. Dhiren Dutta.

3. Bansi Dutta . 17. Deben Roychaudhary.

4. Gopal Borooah . 18. Fazlul Karim .

5. Hareshwar Goswami. 19. G. Misra.

6. L. Achavsing
h
.

20. H. Sen.

7. Lakshminarain Sharma. 21. J. N. Mukerjee.

8. Mahendra Hazarika. 22. Kamal Chatterjee.

9. Naren Sharma. 23. N. Das.

10. Nani Gopal Changkakatti. 24. N. Chatterjee.

11. Parama Gogai.
25. Nand Misra.

12. Prahlad Borooah . 26. Nagarmal Sharma.

13. Roop Ram Suit. 27. Paritosh Banerjee.

14. Subodh Hazarika. 28. Pravasini Banerjee.

15. Suren Bakshi. 29. Pullin Dey.

16. Shankar Baruah . 30. Pudan Singh.

31. Purnendu Mukerjee.

( 3 ) Bengal:
32. Paramal Bhattacharya.

1 . Ambika Mazumdar. 33. R. Goswami.

2. Amlesh Mazumdar. 34. Rambabu Shastry.

3. Ajit Kumar Bose. 35. Sushil Das Gupta.

4. Ashim Mazumdar. 36. Saifuddin Kasturi.

5. A. Sengupta. 37. Sahadeo Singh.

6. A. Roy. 38. Satyavrata Sen.

7. Bimal Bhushan. 39. Shakti Ranjan Bose.

8. Basant Ghosh . 40. G. Bhattacharya,
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41. S. Sen.
37. Ramanand Misra.

42. S. Sen Gupta. 38. Shahadeo Singh .

43. Satindra Nath Ray 39. Singh Kamata Prasad.

chaudhury. 40. Shri Krishna Singh .

44. N. Ray. 41. Shiv Pariksha.

(4) Bihar:
42. Sitaram Singh .

43. Sardar Haribhusån Singh.
Ambica Prasad Sinha.

44. Shiv Sharan Singh.

2. Bhupendra Narayan

45. Sushil Kumar Misra .,
Mandal.

46. Suraj Narain Singh.
3. Banarsi Sharma.

47. · Shivkumar Das.

4. Brahmdeo Thakur.
48. Shaileshwar Khan.

5. Brijkumar Shukla .

49. Siyaram Singh.
6. Bhagwan Dutta Rajhans.

50. Shivdhari Singh.

7. Bindeshwari Prasad Singh.
51. Thakur Rampati Singh.

8. Baccho Prasad Singh.

52. Taranand Jha.
9. Chandrakishore Phatak.

10.
53. Yogendra Shukla.

Damodar Jha.

II .
54. Amiya Banerjee.

Gita Prasad Singh.

55. Badrinarayan Singh .
12. Gopal Krishna Mahajan.

13. Girish Narayan Misra. ( 5 ) Bombay:

14. Ganesh Prasad Verma.
1. Adam Adil.

15. Jamuna Prasad Singh .
2. Bapurao Jagtap.

16. Jatashankar Chaudhary. 3. D. S. Nargolkar.

17. Jagadish Singh.
4. Desai Amul.

18. Jagadish Chandra
5. F. M. Pinto .

Chaudhary. 6. G. G. Mehta.

19. Karyanand Misra.
7. H. K. Sohoni.

20. Moti Röy.
8. Jagadish Ajmera.

21. Mahendra Singh.
9. M. R. Dandavate.

22. Maheshwar Singh. 10. M. Harris.

23. Manilal Singh. M. Madhavan.

24. Nathani Lal Mehta. I 2 . Peter Alvares.

25. Narsinha Narain Singh.
13. Raja Kulkarni.

26. Radheshyam Pallak.
14. Ram Joshi.

27. Ramesh Jha. 15. Sharma Harihar.

28. Riyasat Karim .
16. Shanti Patel.

29. Ram Ayodhya Prasad. 17. S. A. Keluskar.

30. Ram Paran Prasad.
18. S. G. Tulpule.

31. Ram Saran Thakur.

32. Ram Bahadur Lall . ( 6 ) Central India :

33. Ram Nath Dube. Bachchula Salunke.

34. Ram Narain Rastogi. 2. J. P. Milind .

35. Radha Krishna.
3. K. R. Parashar.,

36. Ram Bhajan Dutta . 4. Lakshmi Narain Naik.

II .

I.
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I.

1 .

2 .

5. Shiv Singh .

6. Swami Saran.

( 7 ) C.P. & Berar:

I. Badrinath Gupta.

2. Bhavani Prasad Tiwari .

3. Bapulal Bavaria.

4. B. R. Chavare.

5. Durgabai Jog.

6. Datta Garge.

7.. Durgaprasad Jaiswal.

8. Ganesh Prasad Naik.

9. Kazi Shiraz Uddin.

10. Kevalchand Jain .

II . Maganlal Bagdi.

12. Murlidhar Patel .

13. Laxmi Narain Agarwal.

14. N. R. Abhyankar.

15. Raj Narain Pande.

16. Ram Ghate.

17. Ram Singh Gour.

18. Ranjan .

19. S. M. Dubey.

20. Shivcharan Roy.

21. Surajmal Bapna .

22. V. S. Dandekar.

(8) Delhi:

I. B. D. Joshi.

2. R. S. Chavan.

(9 ) East Punjab :

1 . Devdatta Vashista .

2 . Girish Rai Gupta.

3. Ganesh Lal .

4. Gianchand .

5. Jaigopal.

6. Jaswant Singh .

7. Jitendra Saroop.

8. Kalicharan Kishore.

9. Mubarak Ali Azad .

Mehrchand Ahuja.

II . Pritam Singh.

12 . Premlal Bhatia .

13. Pt. Sataralal .

14. Sohanlal Possey.

15. Surjit Singh Bal.

( 10) Gujarat:

Chhotubhai Purani .

2. Jitendra Mehta.

3. Sanat Mehta.

( 11 ) Hyderabad :

B. S. Mahadeosingh.

2. R. V. Bidap.

3. V. Rajeshwar Rao.

( 12 ) Karnatak:

I. A. Sanjiv Nąth .

2. Karvira S. Mumnigatti.

3 . Sadri Shamanna.

( 13 ) Kerala :

A. Shridharan .

C. M. K. Nambiar.

3. K. P. Mohamed.

4. K. K. Kanti Krishna.

5. N. P. Padmanabhan.

6. P. M. K. Nambiar.

7. T. Chandrasekharan .

8. V. K. Achyutan.

9. V. Karunakaran.

10. V. T. Sayad Mohamed.

( 14 ) Madras City :

No delegates.

( 15 ) Maharashtra :

Anna Chavan.

2 . Anna Telagu .

3. Datta Tamhane.

4. Gangadhar Ogale.

5 . Haribhau Bhadsawale.

6. J. N. Jagtap.

7. Laxman Ingale.

8. K. R. Pendse..

9. L. A. Tare,

10. Mudrale.

1. M. V. Varhadkar.

12. Madhav Limaye.

1 .

10 .
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13. Nana Purohit.

14. Pandurang Borate.

15. P. G. Kulkarni.

16. R. Ghorpade.

17. Shamrao Dambru.

18. Shivaji Sawant.

19. S. S. Bagaitkar.

20. Uttamrao Patil.

21. Yamu Sane.

22. Yadav Salunke.

23. Y. N. Jadhav.

( 16 ) Orissa :

Banka Behari Das.

2 . Rabi Das Gupta.

3. Surendranath Dwivedi.

( 17 ) Rajputana:

Chandrasekhar Parashar.

( 18 ) Tamil Nad :

No delegates.

( 19) United Provinces :

Damodar Das.

2 . Devidatta.

3. Dalsingjar.

4. Genda Singh.

5. Gayaprasad Singh .

6. J. P. Misra.

7. Keshavchandra Gupta.

8. Kashinath Roy,

9. Kunjvihari Singh.

10. Kulmani Singh.

II . Pt. Misra.

I 2 . M. P. Sinha .

13. Paripurnanand.

14. Ramsunder.

15. Rammilan Singh .

16. Ramnaresh Singh .

17. Omprakash Gour.

18. Raj Bansilal .

19. Rajaram Shastry,

20 . R. Shukla .

21. Surajnath Pandey.

22. Satyadev Shastry.

23. Swami Bhagwan.

24. Sarvajit Lal Verma.

25. Shambhu Murty Shukla

26. Shivkumar Tripathi.

27. Trivedi Reyashankar.

28. Umashankar Misra .

29. Vishram Roy.

30. Yogendra Nath Shukla.

31. Raj Narain .

32. Omkarnand.

I.

I.
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SOCIALIST PARTY CENTRAL

Income and Expenditure Account for the

as. p .

0

>

0

0

0
7 0 0

0

Rs.

16,8000

3,140 4

1,107

1,000 12

400

2,700

263 4
0

2,545 10
6

12,917
6

10,781 11 6

13,763 5 6

1,900 15 6

EXPENDITURE

To Organisational Work

Labour Work

States Sub-Committee

Kisan Sub-Committee

Students Sub-Committee

Exhibition Work

Janata Office, Bombay

Rent and Electricity

Salaries and Honorarium

Printing and Stationery

Travelling and Conveyance

Postage and Telegrams

Telephone Charges

General Charges

Subscriptions

o

زو

0

95

66 7

768 15 0

215 13
0

68,371 8 0

Balance Sheet as on

as . p.

93,189 6
0

0

LIABILITIES Rs.

CAPITAL FUND

PUNJAB RELIEF FUND
100

CREDITORS FOR OUTSTANDING
EXPENSES ::

Salary 1,075

Rent

Exhibition 400 0 0

1,655 4 0

0

180 4 0

94,944 10 0

Examined and found correct subject to annexed report of date.

Bombay,
KARIKAR & SURI,

15th March 1948 . Registered Accountants,

Honorary Auditors.

146



OFFICE BOMBAY

year ended 29th February 1948

INCOME

By Sale of Policy Statement and Programme

Sale of Constitution , etc.

Sale of Membership Forms

Donations

Bank Charges

Excess of Expenditure over Income

Rs. - as. p.

5,482 0 0

167 10

510 4

238

3
6

61,971 6 6

2

68,371 8

O O

O

29th February 1948

ASSETS Rs. as. p .

FURNITURE
& FIXTURES 2,804 15

6

DEPOSIT-Rent 350

SUNDRY DEBTORS AS PER SCHEDULE 5,228 7 0

PARTY CENTRAL FUND A/C. 15,000

CASH & OTHER BALANCES :

With Treasurer
3,103 9

Bank of India 647 4 6

Cash with Petty Cashier

4,022 7 3

EXCESS OF EXPENDITURE OVER INCOME :

As
per last Balance Sheet 5,567 5 9

Add Excess E/ I during the

year 61,971 6 6

67,538 12 3

244 12 O

94,944 10

JAYAPRAKASH NARAYAN

SURESH DESAI.
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SOCIALIST PARTY CENTRAL OFFICE

BOMBAY 5

SUNDRY DEBTORS

SCHEDULE

Rs. as. p.

0559 6

:

531 4

1,031 4 0

495 4

54
O O

100

.
. 0 O

:

.
.

3
2 O

250
0

o

Assam Party

Bengal Party

Bihar Party

Bombay Party

Central India

C.P. & Berar

Delhi

Gujarat

Karnatak

Kerala

Kotah Party

Maharashtra

Orissa

Sind

Tamilnad

U.P.

Prem Bhasin

.
.

.
.

.
.

200 O O

200 0 O

:

.
.

73 9
o

.
. O512

8

415 10

.
. O

.
.

50
0 o

:
:
.
.

.
.

:

.
.

.
.

131 4 0

531 4 o

90 0

:

Rs. 5,228 7 0
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SOCIALIST PARTY CENTRAL

Income and Expenditure Account for the

EXPENDITURE

Rs. as. p .

5250 o

668 15 9

520 8

218

To Organisational Work

Labour Work

Janata Office

Postage and Telegrams

Travelling and Conveyance

Printing and Stationery

General Charges

Salary and Honorarium

Subscriptions

Telephone Charges

Rent and Electricity

Bank Charges

O

8 6

485 12 9

754 4 9

237 10

1,392 8

193
8

208

350

I 2 8

>

0

5,567 5 9

Balance Sheet as on

LIABILITIES

as . p .

CAPITAL FUND

Rs.

14,000 0 0

14,000 0 0

Examined and found correct subject to annexed report of date.'

Bombay,

15th March 1948 .

KARIKAR & SURI,

Registered Accountants,

Honorary Auditors .
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OFFICE — BOMBAY

period 1st October 1946 to February 1947

INCOME

Rs. as . p .

5,567 5 9By Excess of Expenditure over Income

5,567 5 9

28th February 1947

ASSETS

O

Rs . as. p.

350

7,633 13

52

396 13

5,567 : ' 5 9

DEPOSIT-Rent

CASH-In Bank

CASH-On Hand

CASH - Petty Cash

EXCESS OF EXPENDITURE OVER INCOME

3.13 3

0 O

14,000 0 0

?

JAYAPRAKASH NARAYAN

SURESH DESAI .
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$

AUDITORS REPORT - SOCIALIST PARTY-

CENTRAL OFFICE,

BOMBAY ..

We have audited the annexed Balance Sheets as at 28th of

February 1947 and 29th of February 1948 together with the

Income and Expenditure Accounts for the period ending 28th

of February 1947 and for the year ended 29th of February 1948

with the books of accounts and records maintained by the Party.

We have taken the book figures for collections and also for dis

bursements as correct. There have been instances where amounts

given for labour work, organisation and travelling expenses which

are not acknowledged by the recipients nor any details are sub

mitted to the Party as to how the various amounts received by

them have been spent. We suggest that periodical statements

either fortnightly or monthly may be called for from the various

Provincial Offices, Organisers, etc.

No depreciation has been provided on furniture as most of the

purchases have been made during the later part of the year

ended 29-2-1948.

Subject to this, in our opinion the Balance Sheets referred to

above exhibit a true and correct state of the affairs of the Party's

Central Office.

*

Bombay,

15th March 1948 .

KARIKAR & SURI,

Registered Accountants,

Honorary Auditors.

JAYAPRAKASH NARAYAN

SURESH DESAI.

W.P.P. 120
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