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George Fernandes Underground Bulletin

«The arrest of Shri Jayaprakash is unfortunate. He is no ordinary
worker. He has-forsaken all for the sake of the deliverance of his
country. His industry is tireless. His capacity for suffering is not

to be excelled ... .”
Mahatma Gandhi in “HARIJAN’’ in March, 1940.

«] would have no hesitation in admitting that non-violence _of the

brave, if practised on a sufficiently large scale, would make vio-
lence unnecessary, but where such non-voilence is absent, I should
not allow cowardice clothed in Shastric subtleties to block the
development of this revolution and lead to its failure.”

——
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’ Yayaprakash Narayan in his letter from the, und erground addressed
“To All fighters of freedom” in early 1943, . ' :

“I shall risk_ violence a thousand times rether than risk the
emasculation of a whole race.” . —Mahatma Gandhi.

“The real guarantee of democracy is the faith of the people in
democracy, the strength of the people, the capacity of the people
to run democracy, -the capacity of the people to manage  their
affairs themselves. This is not happening in our country, And,
as we are going today, I do not thing this a great going to happen
in the future either; and this is a great danger. Out of this
anything may emerge, even a dictatorship of the left or the right,
one does not know. Just because the people participate once in
five years or a given number of years in the election of their

representatives, you cannot say there is democracy.”

Jayaprakash Narayan addressing Members of Parliament on ‘Septem-

ber 23, 1958.

“When Herr Hitler came to power in Germany, it was easy enough
to notice how those brave and valient and thinking Europeans

belonging to the Socialists and Communist parties had lost all
their manhood and, although I regrette-have to say this word,
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they behaved more or less like rats, scurrying to and fro for
shelter from Hitler,”

—Rammanohér Lohia.

|
¥

A fascist dictatorship has been clamped on our land. That the
daughter of Jawaharl

al Nehru should present hereself as the dictator need
not cause any consternation or surprise. Many of us had seen this coming
gver the years, and only the politically naive would have failed to see the
‘inexorable drift towards dictatorship during the past seven years since Mrs.
‘Nehru Gandhi set up her own party of defectors, opportunists, time serverg
and_sycophants with a large sprinkling of the riffraff and ‘other scum of our
society. The few good people who lingered on in her party and occasion-
ally gave vent t

o their convictions, only helped to bring out in sharper
focus the real character of Mrs. Gandhi’s party which shamelessly usurped

t};e name of the once great party of India’s freedom fighters.

Jayaprakash Narayan, the tallest Indian alive, is in prison detained
under the draconian Maintenance of Internal Security Act (MISA) under

wh’ich\ recently some smugglers have also-beeh detained. Several thousand
- leaders and Workers of the Congress (0), Jan Sangh, Bharatiya Lok Dal and

.Socialist Party have been detained either under MISA or the equally
dracohian Defence of India Rules.

own party,

A few members of Mrs. Nehru Gandhi’s
particularly members of Parliament, have also been jailed
as are\many newspaper editors,

lawyers and others not aligned with any
1 party. . ‘

The blanket censorship on all news has been imposed for the first time
in living memory. Even the British Rulers had not imposed such censorship
when the country was fighting for its freedom. Jayaprakash Narayan and
Morarji Desai are on fast inside the prison since June 26, but the outside
world has not been informed of this fact or of the state of their health. The
Jailed leaders have been removed to unknown places and are held incom-
municando from everyone. Neither their wives and children are aware of
their whereabouts not have lawayers been permitted to meet them to file
habeas corpus petitions in law courts. In fact, there is no rule of law any

more. The fundamental rights have been crushed under the high heels of
Mrs. Gandhi’s dictatorial boots.

The State-owned All India Radio, TV networks and other media
have become peddlers of crass lies and tendentious propaganda. Madam
Indira Hitler is her own Goebbells, and her every utterance is a damned

perverted lie which is broadcast to the nation a2 hundred times over in true
Goebbellian style. Though lying and deceit and black-mail have been Mrs.
- Nehru Gandhi’s principal political weapons, she has- excelled even herself in
the ‘manner in which she has reacted first to the Allahabad High Court

Scanned by CamScanner



E" ’ "
" George Fernandes* Bulletin 137

- judgement unscating her for indulging in clection corrupt practices, later to
~ the Supreme Court’s refusal 1o give her the unconditional stay on the High
Court judgement and now by “imposing her fascist dictatorship. Even Idi
Amin of Uganda looks an amateur when weighed against the actions and
é - utterances of Mrs. Nchru Gandhi.

, It is obvious that the country is still to recover from the trauma of
the developments since the early hours of Junc 25, 1975, the blackest day yet

in our nation’s long and tortuous history, though some may still consider
January 30, 1948 as the blackest day. But when Gandhiji was felled by
assassin’s bullet, it was the final admission by his opponents of the triumph
of his ideas and philosophy. When Mrs. Nahru Gandhi administercd the
the coup de grace to what was left of Indian democracy, for the
moment at least evil had triumphed over good and all that is indecent ~
our society.” Mrs. Nehru Gandhi is the personification of that evil while
Jayaprakash Narayan symbolises the good.

It is equally obvious that the political leadership had either mnot
anticipated, and in any event not prepared itself for such a quick transition

of the country to fascist dictatorship. All palitics,jacluding- the-peiitics of
the radical phrase mongers, had come to mean i few seats, and for some

their own personal seats, in Parliament and legislatures and other elective
councils. - No party is on record having given any serious thought to the
onward creep of fascism in the country under Mrs. Nehru Gandhi’s
leadership. India is Indira and Indira is India was not coined after the
-Allahabad High Court judgment. The whole country was plastered with
millions of posters with that legend during the 1971 Lok Subha elections.
The elections to the State lagislatures after the war with Pakistan over
Bangla Desh were to seek another poster with a picture of Mrs. Nehru
Gandhi with the legend : “I seek another mandate from the states.”
When the National Committee of the Socialist Party met to analyse
the election results, I was to tell the Committee that the' picture bore
resemblance to Hitler’s picture sans the moustache and the hair brushed at

an angle to cover a part of the forechead. One can still verify this by using
a brush on the picture.

In West Bengal, the rigging of the poll; the use of strong arm methods
to beat opposition party workers, particularly the workers of the CPI (M);
the physical liquidation of hundreds of opposition party workers, with the
CPI (M) suffering the largest number of casualities; the take-over of hundreds
of trade union offices from the CPI (M) and Socialists by Mrs. Nehru
Ga?dhi's party’s ruffians; preventing opposition parties from carrying on
their legitimate political activity were all acts indicative of the steady growth
of fascism. It is not Mrs. Nehru Gandhi’s fault if we failed to recognise the
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