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Organisers behind the global 
climate strike movement—from 
teenage students to adults who 
have fought for climate action for 
decades—have called on all people 
who want to halt the climate crisis 
to join the worldwide action on 
September 20.

350.org, one of dozens of 
international, national, and local 
groups organising the strike, 
announced on August 20 that 
with a month to go before the 
demonstration, thousands of people 
have already signed up to take part 
in the strike and the Week of Action 
that's planned for the days that 
follow.

"Youth and adults, institutional 
and grassroots organisations, climate-
focused and social justice groups, 
are coming together as a unified front 
to demand transformative action on 
climate," the grassroots group said 
in a press statement.

"Time is running out," said Vic 
Barrett, a plaintiff in the Juliana 
v. United States case involving 
children, teenagers and young adults 
who are suing the US government 
for failing to protect them from fossil 
fuel emissions. "This decade is our 
last chance to stop the destruction 
of our people and our planet. This 

is our time to join in solidarity with 
communities around the world to 
fight for a just future. This is why 
we strike."

The strike is being organised 
amid increasingly dire news and 
predictions about the climate crisis. 
The US agency NOAA reported last 
week that July 2019 was the hottest 
month on record, with scientists 
cautioning that warming will get 
worse unless fossil fuel emissions 
are drastically reduced. On Sunday, 
Icelanders held a funeral for the 
country's first glacier to be entirely 
lost due to the warming of the planet.

350.org co-founder and author 
Bil l  McKibben tweeted,  "In 
September, we have to turn up the 
political heat" to convince world 
governments that carbon emissions 
must be reduced to net zero as 
quickly as possible to keep the Earth 
from warming more than 1.5 degrees 
Celsius.

Large gatherings are expected 
in major cities including New York, 
London and Berlin, with strikes 
taking place across Africa, Latin 
America and Asia as well.

In addition to the global climate 
strike on the 20th, during the Week 
of Action from September 24 to 
28, organisers will hold protests 
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targeting specific fossil  fuel 
companies and projects, teach-
ins, people's assemblies and other  
events.

"We're talking about trying 
to get two to three percent of the 
population, which doesn't sound 
like a lot but that's a lot of people," 
a student organiser named Sana, 
who is attending a climate strike in 
New Jersey, told the UN Foundation. 
"We're calling for adults and students 
to be striking. Don't go to work, don't 
go to school, speak up about climate 
change because it's something that 
we need to be talking about and 
something that we need to show our 
leaders that we care about."

"Because of the actions of the 
United States government and the 
fossil fuel industry, my generation 
has never known a world free from 
the impacts of climate change," said 
Barrett.

Millions of people have taken 
part in climate strikes all over the 
world since September 20, 2018, 
when Greta Thunberg held a one-
person protest outside Swedish 
Parliament and refused to attend 
school until her government took 
meaningful action to curb fossil fuel 
emissions which have helped make 
the last four years the warmest on 
record.

The strikes, which have taken 
place on a weekly basis since then 
in countries including Belgium, 
Uganda, the US, Australia and 
Japan, have been credited with 
helping to convince several countries 
and municipalities to declare a 
climate emergency and the European 
Commission to commit $250 billion 
to combating the crisis.

"We will go on for as long as it 
takes" to achieve more meaningful 
action, Thunberg tweeted on August 
20.

"Our movement continues to 
grow and we will not rest until we 
stop burning fossil fuels and until 
we begin a rapid energy revolution 
with equity, reparations, and climate 
justice at its heart," said May Boeve, 
executive director of 350.org. "This 
is why we support the incredible 
and brave young people from 
every corner of this globe who are 
demanding that we all rise together 
now."

The global grassroots movement 
Extinction Rebellion, which has 
organised its own public actions 
around the world, expressed support 
for the climate strike and called on 

those who are concerned about the 
future of the planet to push through 
their "despair and eco-anxiety" and 
"turn such energy to action."

Shortly after the Week of Action 
ends on September 28, Extinction 
Rebellion will begin its own 
"Worldwide Rebellion" involving 
the peaceful occupation of parts of 
London and calling on people all 
over the globe "to rise up and rebel 
for our deep love of life and the need 
to protect it."

(Julia Conley is staff writer for 
Common Dreams, a non-profit 
independent US news portal.)

I felt that I was in a dungeon, and 
I longed for the company of some 
human being to talk to. But there 
was no one. In the absence of the 
company of human beings, I sought 
the company of books, and read and 
read. Absorbed in reading, I forgot 
my lonely condition. But the chirping 
and flying about of the bats, which 
had made the hall their home, often 
distracted my mind and sent cold 
shivers through me—reminding me 
of what I was endeavouring to forget, 
that I was in a strange place under 
strange conditions.

Many a time I must have been 
angry. But I subdued my grief and 
my anger through the feeling that 
though it was a dungeon, it was a 
shelter, and that some shelter was 
better than no shelter. So heart-
rending was my condition that when 
my sister’s son came from Bombay, 
bringing my remaining luggage 
which I had left behind, and when 

he saw my state, he began to cry so 
loudly that I had to send him back 
immediately. In this state I lived in 
the Parsi inn, impersonating a Parsi. 

The above is an excerpt from 
the book Waiting for a Visa, an 
anthology of incidents that shaped 
Ambedkar’s life. Ambedkar had to 
come back from London after his 
scholarship by the king of Baroda 
ended. Back in India in 1918, he 
was appointed as a probationer in 
the accountant general’s office by 
the king. After only 11 days, he was 
forced to leave Baroda because he 
was constantly being humiliated 
by peons and other workers there. 
The floors of his office, which 
his colleagues believed had been 
rendered impure in the presence 
of an untouchable, were cleaned 
every day after he left. The files he 
touched were not touched by others. 
The office assistants never listened 
to him. 

Ambedkar to Payal Tadvi: Dalits'  
Nightmares Continue

E. Edhaya Chandran
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If work was humiliating, home 
was a nightmare. The above excerpt 
was written by Ambedkar recalling 
the terror he felt in the Parsi inn 
where he was staying in Baroda. 
Ambedkar posed as a Parsi as he 
knew he would not be given a place 
to stay in hotels if he revealed his 
Dalit identity. Eventually, he was 
caught in his lie and was thrown out 
by goons. He was never treated as a 
man should be but “was reduced to 
his immediate identity and nearest 
possibility”.

The value of a man was reduced 
to his immediate identity and nearest 
possibility. To a vote. To a number. To 
a thing. Never was a man treated as 
a mind. As a glorious thing made up 
of star dust. In every field, in studies, 
in streets, in politics, and in dying 
and living.

This is an excerpt from the searing 
suicide note written by Vemula 
before he hanged himself. Vemula, 
a Ph.D. student at the University of 
Hyderabad, committed suicide on 
January 16, 2016 after his fellowship 
amount of Rs 25,000 was suspended 
following a complaint filed against 
him by the Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi 
Parishad, a student body affiliated 
to the Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
Sangh. Vemula was accused of 
indulging in “casteist and anti-
national” activities.

Ambedkar’s humiliation and 
Vemula’s suicide are separated by 
almost a century, but it is baffling to 
see how both of them were made to 
go through the same struggles. After 
72 years of Independence, India is 
still enslaved by the age-old cynical 
system of caste.

Dalits continue to be humiliated, 
threatened, harassed, lynched and 
killed.

The Constitution of India 
promises to provide justice, liberty 

of thought and expression, and 
equality of status and of opportunity 
to all its citizens.  

The statistics given by various 
insti tutions prove otherwise. 
According to the National Crime 
Records Bureau, crimes against 
Dalits have risen by 25% between 
2006 to 2016. Almost 99% of cases 
are pending police investigation. 
The conviction rate has also reduced 
by 2%.

Police also often refuse to file 
complaints in a number of cases, 
a fact which shows that the system 
of justice is futile for some. The 
paramount example of this is the 
dilution of the Scheduled Caste 
and Scheduled Tribe (Prevention 
of Atrocities) Act, by the Supreme 
Court.

While the number of Dalit 
killings increases day by day, the 
Supreme Court has diluted the act 
on the logic that the number of false 
cases has increased. The judiciary, 
which is touted to be the guardian 
of the Constitution, has failed to 
keep up the promise of justice given 
by the Constitution itself. These 
statistics compel us to ask a deeply 
disturbing question: Does the state 
recognise Dalits as citizens of India 
or are they outcastes in the eyes of 
the state also?

Incidents of caste discrimination 
in educational institutions in rural 
areas have been common, but 
institutions which are thought of as 
leading intellectual breeding grounds 
have also seen a surge in caste-based 
discrimination on campus. The case 
of Rohit Vemula is just the tip of 
the iceberg. Vemula’s suicide was 
followed by Muthukrishnan who 
was a Ph.D. student at Jawaharlal 
Nehru University.

Muthukrishnan, from Tamil 
Nadu, was found dead in his hostel 

room. Before killing himself, he 
wrote on Facebook, “When equality 
is denied, everything is denied. 
There is no equality in M.Phil./
Ph.D. admission, there is no equality 
in viva-voce, there is only denial 
of equality, denying professor 
Sukhadeo Thorat recommendation, 
denying students protest places in 
ad-block, denying the education of 
the marginals.”

He was refused equality, he was 
refused the constitutional promise.

Dal i t  s tudents  have long 
been subjected to harassment 
but in these two incidents, it was 
insti tutionalised—a fact that 
becomes obvious from the reactions 
of the concerned institutions 
after the incidents had happened. 
After Vemula’s suicide, instead 
of strengthening protection for 
marginalised students, the police, 
courts and government were keen to 
prove that he was not from a Dalit 
community.

Muthukrishnan had clearly 
stated that he was discriminated 
against in the viva voce. In the 
recent case of Payal Tadvi, who 
was harassed by her seniors and 
committed suicide, humiliation 
after humiliation followed. She 
was told that she is only good 
to clean toilets. But the Indian 
Medical Association only vaguely 
acknowledged caste discrimination 
in medical education. The appointed 
investigative panel also submitted 
that Tadvi was harassed and ragged 
but held that there was no evidence 
of caste-based harassment.

In a sudden turn of events, 
Tadvi’s suicide notes were recovered 
from her phone and they turned the 
case. By not acknowledging the 
role of caste in these crimes, the 
institutions have ended up indirectly 
authorising them. 
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W h e n  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  i s 
institutionalised, it kills upliftment. 
The new India is seeing a new code 
of discrimination. Dalits, who had 
been refused the right to education 
for centuries, have now gained it 
through the constitutional provision. 
But now, they are being subjected to 
constant harassment and humiliation 
within the educational institutions. 

They are being made to feel 
that they don’t belong “here”. This 
new code of discrimination has 
been in development for more 
than a decade. In a number of 
reports on The Wire, Makepeace 
Sitlhou, a former campaigner with 
Amnesty International India, gives 
us haunting statics of this new code. 
She starts with a report produced 
by a committee set up in 2007 by 
the All India Institute of Medical 
Sciences to look into the issue of 
caste discrimination on campus by 
teachers. As many as 84% of the 
Dalits students who were covered 
in the survey said that they have 
been asked about their caste either 
directly or indirectly by teachers 
during evaluation.

Another report highlights that 
only 155 universities out of 800 

have implemented the UGC act 
on protecting oppressed students 
by adding a Scheduled Castes & 
Scheduled Tribes redressal portal 
in their college website and by 
establishing separate committees 
to look into the issue. In June 2015, 
IIT Roorkee dismissed 73 students 
based on poor performance. Almost 
three-quarters of the students who 
were dismissed were SCs and STs. 
The National Campaign on Dalit 
Human Rights, which investigated 
the issue, said that the institution 
lacked facilities to support students 
from diverse backgrounds; it lacked 
English classes, summer classes and 
other remedial programmes.

In  a l l  these  years  s ince 
Independence, Dalits have held 
the Constitution as “their” political 
document and have seen it as the 
path to emancipation. But every 
act of arrogance or cruelty and the 
state’s indifference towards it breaks 
this constitutional promise to Dalits.

It is time that we critically analyse 
the Constitution. Suraj Yengde, in 
his book Caste Matters, discusses 
the constitutional limitations in the 
process of Dalit emancipation. He 
says, “Owing to the limited control 

of this institution, the Constitution 
has become synonymous to a 
grievance cell offering no immediate 
solutions.”

Dalits will have to organise 
themselves and transcend economic 
and intellectual barriers. Most 
Dalits do not even realise that the 
Constitution has given them a 
written set of rights, to be claimed. 
The recent conclusion of elections 
gives a clear representation of how 
Dalits have very little understanding 
about their rights and therefore seem 
to have voted for a party whose very 
agenda strikes at the core of Dalit 
issues. 

Caste has always evolved to suit 
the change of times. It has taken on a 
new form now and the fight against 
it should also evolve. It is time that 
we bring forward a new theory of 
Dalitism which encompasses all 
Dalits and provides them with a 
common forum to fight for their 
rights. Until then, we must “educate, 
organise and agitate.”

(E. Edhaya Chandran is pursuing 
post-graduate studies in political 
science at Madras Christian 
College.)

In this post, I will attempt 
to break down the constitutional 
changes to Article 370, and highlight 
some key legal issues surrounding 
them. In essence, to understand what 
has happened today, there are three 
important documents. At the heart of 
everything is Presidential Order C.O. 
272, which constitutes the basis for 
everything that follows. The second 
is a Statutory Resolutionintroduced 

in the Rajya Sabha, which—invoking 
the authority that flows from the 
effects of Presidential Order C.O. 
272—recommends that the President 
abrogate (much of) Article 370. The 
third is the Reorganisation Bill, that 
breaks up the state of Jammu and 
Kashmir into the Union Territories 
of Ladakh (without a legislature) 
and Jammu and Kashmir (with a 
legislature).

To understand the legal issues, 
we need to begin with the language 
of unamended Article 370. Article 
370, as is well known, limited the 
application of the provisions of the 
Indian Constitution to the state of 
Jammu and Kashmir. Under Article 
370(1)(d), constitutional provisions 
could be applied to the state from 
time to time, as modified by the 
President through a Presidential 

The Article 370 Amendments: Key Legal Issues
Gautam Bhatia
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Order, and upon the concurrence of 
the state government (this was the 
basis for the controversial Article 
35A, for example). Perhaps the most 
important part of 370, however, 
was the proviso to clause 3. Clause 
3 itself authorised the President to 
pass an order removing or modifying 
parts of Article 370. The proviso 
stated that:

P r o v i d e d  t h a t  t h e 
recommendation of the Constituent 
Assembly of the State referred to 
in clause (2) shall be necessary 
before the President issues such a 
notification.

In other words, therefore, for 
Article 370 itself to be amended, the 
recommendation of the Constituent 
Assembly of J&K was required. 
Now, the Constituent Assembly 
(CA) of J&K ceased functioning in 
1957. This has led to a long-standing 
debate about whether Article 370 
has effectively become permanent 
(because there is no CA to give 
consent to its amendment), whether 
it would require a revival of a J&K 
CA to amend it, or whether it can 
be amended through the normal 
amending procedure under the 
Constitution.

C.O. 272, however, takes an 
entirely different path. C.O. 272 
uses the power of the President 
under Article 370(1) (see above), 
to indirectly amend Article 370(3), 
via a third constitutional provision: 
Article 367. Article 367 provides 
various guidelines about how the 
Constitution may be interpreted. 
Now, C.O. 272 adds to Article 367 
an additional clause, which has four 
sub-clauses. Sub-clause 4 stipulates 
that “in proviso to clause (3) of 
Article 370 of this Constitution, the 
expression “Constituent Assembly 
of the State referred to in clause (2)” 
shall read “legislative Assembly of 

the State.”
In other words, this is what has 

happened. Article 370(1) allows the 
President—with the concurrence 
of the government of J&K (more 
on that in a moment)—to amend 
or modify various provisions of 
the Constitution in relation to J&K. 
Article 370(3) proviso states that 
Article 370 itself is to be amended by 
the concurrence of the Constituent 
Assembly. C.O. 272, therefore, uses 
the power under 370(1) to amend a 
provision of the Constitution (Article 
367) which, in turn, amends Article 
370(3), and takes out the Constituent 
Assembly’s concurrence for any 
further amendments to Article 370. 
And this, in turn, becomes the 
trigger for the statutory resolution, 
that recommends to the President 
the removal of (most of) Article 
370 (as the Constituent Assembly’s 
concurrence is no longer required).

This is very clever. Is it legal? One 
serious objection is Article 370(1)(c). 
Article 370(1)(c) (unamended) stated 
that “notwithstanding anything 
contained in this Constitution, the 
provisions of Article 1 and this 
Article shall apply in relation to that 
State.” This is absolutely crucial, 
because it makes clear that the power 
of the President to amend provisions 
of the Constitution in relation to 
J&K does not extend to Article 
1 and “this Article”, i.e., Article 
370 itself. 370(1)(d) makes it even 
clearer where it refers to the “other 
provisions” of the Constitution 
that may be altered by Presidential 
Order (and this is how the present 
Presidential Order is different from 
previous ones, such as those that 
introduced Article 35A). Article 370 
itself, therefore, cannot be amended 
by a Presidential Order such as 
C.O. 272 (the one exception was a 
clarificatory amendment, which is 

not analogous to this one).
Now, it may be immediately 

objected that C.O. 272 does not 
amend Article 370: it amends Article 
367. The point, however, is that 
the content of those amendments 
do amend Article 370, and as the 
Supreme Court has held on multiple 
occasions, you cannot do indirectly 
what you cannot do directly. I would 
therefore submit that the legality 
of C.O. 272—insofar as it amends 
Article 370—is questionable, and 
as that is at the root of everything, 
it throws into question the entire 
exercise.

There is a second important point 
to be noted here. C.O. 272 says—as 
it must—that the concurrence of 
the government of the state of 
Jammu and Kashmir has been taken. 
However, Jammu and Kashmir has 
been under President’s Rule for many 
months now. Consequently, actually, 
the consent is that of the Governor. 
However, there are two serious 
problems with basing C.O. 272 
upon the consent of the Governor. 
The first is that the Governor is 
a representative of the Central 
Government—like the President. 
In effect, therefore, Presidential 
Order 272 amounts to the Central 
Government taking its own consent 
to amend the Constitution.

There is, however, a more 
important issue. President’s Rule is 
temporary. It is only meant to happen 
when constitutional machinery 
breaks down in a state, and an 
elected government is impossible. 
President’s Rule is meant to be a 
stand-in until the elected government 
is restored. Consequently, decisions 
of a permanent character—such as 
changing the entire status of a state—
taken without the elected legislative 
assembly, but by the Governor, are 
inherently problematic. Formally, 
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they may be within the bounds of 
legality; however, as the Supreme 
Court held in D.C. Wadhwa, on 
the question of re-promulgation 
of Ordinances, formal legality can 
nonetheless, in effect, amount to a 
fraud on the Constitution. Using the 
Governor to sign off on a Presidential 
Order that fundamentally alters 
the constitutional character of a 
federal unit appears, to me, to be 
straying dangerously close to the 
constitutional fraud line.

F o r  t h e s e  t w o  r e a s o n s , 
therefore—first, on the indirect 
amendment of Article 370(3) 
proviso via 370(1), and secondly, 
on the use of the Governor as a 
substitute for the elected assembly 
in a matter of this kind—I would 
submit that there are serious legal 
and constitutional problems with 
Presidential Order C.O. 272—
which, of course, forms the basis of 
both the statutory resolution and the 
Reorganisation Bill.

(Gautam Bhatia is a lawyer.)

While the neoliberal focus has 
been on attempts to “shrink the state” 
on the grounds of corruption and 
inefficiency, sensible people have 
long recognised that high levels 
of public employment tend to be 
associated with better quality of life 
for people in a society.

After all, the essential public 
services, from infrastructure to 
amenities, security and social 
services, mostly have to be delivered 
by governments. This is because 
private markets either under-
provide these amenities, or simply 
do not provide them at all, and also 
because private provision, based on 
profitability, delivers much more 
unequal results.

A n d  d e l i v e r i n g  a l l  t h i s 
necessarily requires employing 
people.

Because of this, it is possible 
to argue that the extent of public 
employment can be a useful 
indicator of the coverage and quality 
of public services in a country. 
By this marker, unsurprisingly, 
Scandinavian countries (known also 
to be among the most equal societies 

in the world) have the largest extent 
of public employment.

But what is also remarkable 
is just how low India’s public 
employment is by international 
standards.

Relative to population, public 
employment in India is only one-
tenth of that in Norway, only 15 per 
cent of that in Brazil and much less 
than a third of that in China (see 
Chart 1).

Clearly, India is hugely under-
providing public services, and it is 
therefore no surprise that so many 
people remain excluded from the 
essential public services that ensure 
quality of life, or receive such 
services only very partially and 
inadequately.

Existing posts
It is not just that such employment 

(and the number of public jobs) is 
absolutely low, which indicates that 
both coverage and quality of public 
services is grossly inadequate. It 
is also that the governments at 
both Central and State levels have 
been very poor even in filling the 

India’s Withering Public Employment 
C.P. Chandrasekhar

Chart 1: Public Employees per Thousand Population (in 2015)
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vacancies in existing posts, so that 
despite some increase in sanctioned 
posts, the absolute number of those 
employed has barely budged over 
time despite increasing population.

As a result, in 2014, nearly 7.5 
lakh positions were lying vacant 
in the Central government alone, 
amounting to almost one in five of 
all sanctioned positions (Chart 2).

Central government employment 
is estimated to constitute only 
around 14 per cent of total public 
employment in India, the remainder 
being with the State governments 
that are largely responsible for public 
security and social services. We do 
not have estimates for the vacancies 
across all State governments, but 
even assuming that a similar ratio 
of vacant posts holds for them in the 
aggregate, that would amount to 38.8 
lakh vacant posts in 2014.

Since then, indications are that 
such vacancies have only increased. 
Simply filling the vacancies would 
go some way towards addressing 
the current employment crisis in 
India; it would also mean much more 
extensive and better quality delivery 
of public services, because most 
such services cannot be delivered 
without people.

The results of these gaps are 

only too evident. Stories abound 
across the country—of schools 
catering to several hundred children 
having only three or four teachers; 
of villages that are simply not served 
by agricultural extension officers; 
of health facilities that do not have 
adequate numbers of doctors and 
nurses; and so on.

However, instead of trying to 

ensure that all vacant posts are filled, 
both Central and State governments 
appear to have further reduced the 
number of those in employment.

Decline in stability
An examination of the total 

employment in central public sector 

enterprises (CPSEs) provides a 
telling example. Even in the period 
between 2011–12 and 2017–18, 
employment in CPSEs fell by as 
much as 2.2 lakh in total. What 
is more, the biggest declines in 
such employment were not at the 
managerial and supervisory levels—
such employment remained mostly 
stable with only minor declines—but 
among “non-executive” workers 
of all kinds. In other word, fewer 
actual workers were being handled 
by relatively more managers and 
supervisors.

Even worse, among such “non-
executive” workers, the proportion 
that are under contract or casual/daily 
work has increased significantly 
(Chart 3).

By 2017–18, such insecure 
workers accounted for more than one-
third of the actual workforce. Less 
secure contracts and deteriorating 
conditions of work obviously spell 
bad news for the workers involved, 
but they also have implications for 
the workings of such enterprises 
and for long-run productivity gains, 
because the advantages of learning 
by doing are less likely to be realised.

Chart 2: Total Central Government Employment (in lakhs)
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Government’s strategy
It is not clear whether the Central 

government’s niggardly attitude 
towards public employment results 
from ideological predilection or is 
rather a ham-handed attempt to deal 
with the fiscal mess in which it is 
undoubtedly trapped.

It is true that simply leaving posts 
vacant saves the government some 
money by reducing the potential 
wage bill.

But that is not just short-
sighted strategy; it is also deeply 
irresponsible and unjust, because 
it deprives people of the goods and 
services the government should 
be providing, lowers the quality 
of such delivery, and also reduces 
the level of employment that could 
be generated (directly and through 
multiplier effects) if all the posts 
were filled and if the posts were 
expanded to fill the clear needs.

In a functioning democracy, 
the political process would be one 
that would force the government to 
provide such necessary employment. 
Sadly, that does not seem to be the 
situation in India at present.

(C.P. Chandrasekhar is Professor 
at the Centre for Economic Studies 
and Planning, Jawaharlal Nehru 
University, New Delhi.)

Sudden ly,  i t  s eems  l i ke 
everything is shrinking in India: Our 
capacity for tolerance and diversity, 
the space for democratic expression 
and dissent—and now, economic 
growth.

The warning signs have reached 
a point where they cannot be ignored 
any longer, and more people, 
including prominent business 
leaders, are speaking out. Yet, at least 
overtly, the government is in denial, 
claiming that this serious slowdown 
is at most a “correction,” resulting 
from “an excess of reforms,” all of 
which will make everything better 
very soon.

The writing is on the wall
The economic data coming out 

now are stark. There is negative 
growth in the core industrial sector as 
passenger vehicle sales, tractor sales, 
two-wheeler sales, and domestic 
air traffic growth have all been 
declining for around six months.

Other consumer durables, like 
white goods, also show a hit in 
sales. Sales of fast moving consumer 
goods (FMCG), normally the last to 
react, are slowing down.

Capacity utilisation in all 
manufac tu r ing  s egmen t s  i s 
apparently below 70% on average, 
even as inventories pile up, rail 
freight traffic is now below the past 
five years’ average, and the real 
estate sector is stuck with over seven 
years’ stock of unsold buildings.

All this comes even as the 
credibility of India’s official GDP 
data is being questioned, as it does 
not appear to capture the material 
realities faced by millions of 
producers, employers, and workers.

Meanwhile, low inflation rates, 
the only bright spot on the horizon, 
seem to be yet another symptom of 
the slowdown. Core inflation is at its 
lowest in two years, reflecting weak 
demand for both consumption and 
investment goods.

Poor management
What is happening now is only 

the culmination of a medium-term 
trend, that has been apparent for a 
while.

This is clearly a crisis of 
aggregate demand, brought about 
by poor economic management over 
the past several years, in a broader 
context of a growth process based 
on increasing inequality.

The unfolding scenario of falling 
employment and wages, ever since 
demonetisation in November 2016, 
which was exacerbated by the poorly 
implemented goods and services tax 
(GST), has added to a medium-term 
growth trajectory in which the fruits 
of growth went disproportionately to 
a small elite of big capital and rich 
individuals, without translating into 
broader economic improvements.

Meanwhile these badly managed 
policy measures served as body 
blows to informal economic activity, 
which went through significant 
declines in employment and output. 
However, they did not immediately 
affect the formal sector.

This is because, at first, formal 
enterprises gained at the cost of 
informal ones (except in agriculture 
where almost all producers suffered), 
and so they experienced no real 
downturn and, in some sectors, 
possibly even a slight increase 
in sales. But the resulting loss in 
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livelihoods and wages eventually 
had an effect on the demand for the 
formal sector output, because there 
were no counterbalancing moves by 
the government.

This is starkly evident from the 
employment data, which otherwise 
would make no sense.

Shrinking labour force
Data from the latest labour 

force survey reveal that the total 
workforce reduced by 9.1 million 
people (from 474 million to 465 
million) between 2011–12 and 
2017–18, a period when GDP was 
supposedly growing rapidly and the 
demographic dividend was supposed 
to bring us the greatest benefits.

Employment in agriculture fell 
by 26.7 million, mostly women, but 
this could be expected and would 
even be desirable in a period of rapid 
industrialisation. Unfortunately, 
the manufacturing industry did not 
create jobs either—employment 
in manufacturing also fell in this 
period, by 3.5 million. The boom 
sectors of the 2000s, construction 
and services, added only 3.6 million 
and 17.1 million respectively, not 
enough to make up for the job losses 
in other sectors.

This has to have a negative 
impact on aggregate demand, which 
would then have a more prolonged 
and severe impact through the 
negative multiplier effects of 
employment losses.

T h i s  c l e a r l y  r e q u i r e d 
countervailing measures by the 
government.

Cosmetic changes
But in subsequent years, even as 

consumption demand was negatively 
affected (which in turn reduced the 
profit expectations of producers in 
formal enterprises), the government 

did not step up in terms of a fiscal 
stimulus designed to counteract 
these negative effects.

Instead, it kept assuming or 
hoping that cosmetic measures 
(like fiddling with “ease of doing 
business” indicators and further 
measures to ease foreign capital 
inflow) would somehow attract 
investment into the economy that 
would counteract all the negative 
impulses.

Macroeconomically speaking, 
this was hardly likely, since 
investment comes where there is 
expectation of profits, which in turn 
comes with growing markets.

I n  t h e  I n d i a n  c a s e ,  t h e 
insufficiency of domestic investment 
was worsened by problems in the 
banking sector, which was saddled 
with high ratios of non-performing 
loans.

In the wake of demonetisation, 
when bank credit froze for a while, 
non-bank financing was promoted 
heavily, especially to medium-sized 
enterprises; but that too has come a 
cropper with the near-collapse of 
Infrastructure Leasing & Financial 

Services (IL&FS).
So those who can access credit 

are wary of investing and would 
rather invest abroad, while those 
who still wish to invest cannot access 
credit.

The obvious immediate task 
for the government is to revive 
demand, which at the moment is 
only possible through an injection 
of public spending, ideally in 
necessary infrastructure and in social 
sectors that have high employment 
multipliers.

This is the immediate medicine 
required to keep the patient alive. 
Further improvement requires more 
fundamental reforms that would 
change the orientation of economic 
strategy away from the misplaced 
belief that markets will solve 
everything, to more employment-
generating innovation-based growth.

(Jaya t i  Ghosh  i s  Pro fessor 
of Economics at the Centre for 
Economic Studies and Planning, 
School of Social Sciences, at the 
Jawaharlal Nehru University, 
Delhi.)

When we think of Punjab, we 
visualise a vibrant and colourful 
culture, warm people, and of course 
great food. The land has a rich 
history, but it is also one fraught 
with violence and turmoil. When 
British lawyer Cyril Radcliffe drew 
an arbitrary border for the Partition 
of India–Pakistan in 1947, it sliced 
right through the heart of Punjab, 
sparking violence that still lingers 
like a thorn on the tongues of our 
grandparents who speak of the 

villages they can never return to or 
know. But while there were mass 
killings of Sikhs and Muslims in 
villages and cities across Punjab in 
1947, Malerkotla in Punjab saw no 
instances of communal violence and 
till date, the city stands in continued 
communal harmony. Malerkotla 
is the only Muslim majority city 
in Punjab with 68.5% residents 
being Muslim and the rest being 
Hindus, Sikhs, Jains, Christians and 
Buddhists.

Malerkotla: A History of Compassion
Ishmeet Nagpal
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History of peace
To understand what made 

Malerkotla an oasis of peace even 
as Partition violence progressed all 
around it, we need to delve into a 
centuries old story of compassion. 
When the tenth Sikh Guru, Guru 
Gobind Singh ji, was waging a 
dharma yudh to protect non-Muslims 
from forced conversions by ruler 
Aurangzeb, his two youngest sons 
Sahebzada Zorawar Singh (age 9) 
and Sahebzada Fateh Singh (age 7), 
along with his mother Mata Gujri, 
were captured by the Nawab of 
Sirhind Wazir Khan while escaping 
from the siege of Anandpur in 1704. 
After keeping them captive for a few 
days, Wazir Khan ordered for the 
two children to be bricked behind 
a wall and hence, suffocated alive. 
Sher Mohammad Khan, the Nawab 
of Malerkotla, who was present at 
court, raised his objection to this 
order saying that the execution of 
children was a heinous act and was 
against the tenets of the Qur'an which 
did not allow the killing of innocent 
children. Despite his objection 
and appeals that reached even 
Aurangzeb, Wazir Khan’s orders 
were eventually followed and the 
children were executed. Mata Gujri 
is said to have collapsed because 
of the shock of her grandchildren's 
deaths. When the news of the demise 
of his mother and youngest children 
reached Guru Gobind Singh ji, he 
was also informed about Nawab 
Sher Mohammad Khan's protest. 
The Guru is said to have blessed the 
house of the Nawab, declaring that 
its "roots shall remain forever green". 
Residents of Malerkotla believe this 
could be one of the reasons the 
town produces an abundance of 
vegetables throughout the year and is 
referred to as the “vegetable capital” 
of Punjab, supplying its produce to 

the entire state.
The Nawabs of Malerkotla 

before Sher Mohammad Khan had 
also kept the spirit of harmony 
alive by practicing secularism and 
tolerance during their reign. In her 
book Sharing the Sacred: Practicing 
Pluralism in Muslim North India, 
Anna Bigelow cites the example of 
Nawab Bayzid Khan (1659) who 
invited a Chishti Sufi saint, Shah 
Fazl, and a Bairagi Hindu saint, 
Mahatma Sham Damodar, to bless 
the site of establishment of Kotla 
in a public enactment of pluralism. 
Today the tomb complex, or dargah, 
of Shah Fazl is a popular local 
mosque and shrine.

Blessings of a Guru honoured
During Partition, when Punjab 

was ravaged by riots, looting, 
violence, sexual abuse and mass 
killings, Malerkotla remained almost 
untouched. Sikhs from surrounding 
areas assured the resident Muslims 
that they were safe in Malerkotla and 
did not need to migrate to the newly 
formed Pakistan and risk their lives 
in the process of crossing the border.

In present day Malerkotla, inter-
religious friendship is celebrated 
through shared festivals, partnering 
of communities in business and 
trade, mixed neighbourhoods and 
mutual respect of the residents. 
Muslims, Sikhs and Hindus live 
side by side and come to each 
other’s aid whenever needed. Sikhs 
built Gurudwara Haa Da Nara in 
Malerkotla, named so to honour the 
“rallying cry for justice” raised by 
Nawab Sher Mohammad Khan and 
it remains a revered place of worship 
for Sikhs.

Pippa Virdee, author of From the 
Ashes of 1947: Reimagining Punjab 
included a chapter on “Sacred 
Malerkotla” in the book. When 

Sabrang India asked her to what 
factors she thought Malerkotla 
owed its enduring peace, she told us, 
“Based on the fieldwork I conducted 
in Malerkotla I found that many 
of the residents still cited Sher 
Mohammad Khan’s protest as one 
of the most important reasons for 
Malerkotla’s peaceful communal 
relations. However, having looked 
at the state records, my research 
concluded that the role of the state 
was very important in maintaining 
peace during the partition violence. 
It was also quite apparent and 
exceptional that communal harmony 
was emphasised rather than the usual 
propaganda of enmity and tension 
amongst different communities. If 
the state is determined to maintain 
peace and prevent violence, it can 
play a positive role. If on the other 
hand, it wants to promote tension 
between the communities for its 
benefits, it was possible to do that 
as well because there was tension, 
but this was quickly and effectively 
diffused by the Nawabs. Of course, 
for the residents, the protest by 
Khan and the long history of 
communal harmony in the princely 
state is an important reminder to 
observe restraint rather than escalate 
tension.”

She  makes  an  impor tan t 
point about the role of the state 
and administration in promoting 
communal harmony. In present day 
Malerkotla, children learn Urdu 
and Punjabi in schools together and 
are living in an environment that 
shows them examples of communal 
harmony all around them, giving 
us hope that the teachings of their 
ancestors will be carried forward.

As Anna Bigelow says, “Whether 
the people attribute the communal 
unity to Allah’s grace, the Guru’s 
blessing, the protective power of a 
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To most readers, George Orwell 
(June 25, 1903–January 21, 1950) 
remains the author of Nineteen 
Eighty-four and Animal Farm, 
Stalinism’s most trenchant critic 
and champion of liberal democracy. 
Essentially, this view is not wrong, 
except that his most-read fiction 
provides us with only a fragmented 
perspective on Orwell’s moral and 
intellectual universe. The popular 
view, however, is carefully nurtured 
and widely propagated for a reason.

Consider, for example, these 
words that you would read in the 
introduction to the 1950s’ Signet 
edition of Animal Farm: “If the book 
itself had left any doubt of the matter 
(of Orwell’s artistic intentions), 
Orwell dispelled it in his essay ‘Why 
I Write’: Every line of serious work 
that I have written since 1936 has 
been written, directly or indirectly, 
against Totalitarianism….”

This seems to make sense. 
‘Why I Write‘, published a year 
after Animal Farm, was some kind 
of a statement of literary intent—a 
writer’s manifesto, if you like. And, 
anti-totalitarianism is without a 
doubt one of Animal Farm’s major 
themes. But is it the only theme, 
as the Signet introduction would 
have us believe? There’s the rub. 
Animal Farm is not only a statement, 
indeed a very angry statement, 
against totalitarianism: equally, it is a 
passionate statement for the equality 
of all men also. And the sentence 
‘quoted’ from ‘Why I Write’ actually 
reads like this:

“Every line of serious work that 
I have written since 1936 has been 
written, directly or indirectly, against 
totalitarianism and for democratic 

Socialism, as I understand it” ( italics 
Orwell’s).

In this selective quoting from an 
Orwell text by the Signet editor is 
implicit what was once memorably 
called “the politics of ellipsis”, a 
familiar Cold War stratagem of the 
McCarthy era. And, in case you did 
not notice, the ‘quotation’ spells 
totalitarianism with a capital T 
while the original does not: instead, 
Orwell had used a capital S for 
Socialism, as was his wont. This 
editorial sleight-of-hand assumes 
significance in light of the fact that 
Animal Farm has been a more-or-
less permanent fixture in the school 
literature curriculum in the UK and 
the US since the 1950s. It sold well 
over 20 million copies in these two 
countries alone.

The fact of the matter is, 
George Orwell was a socialist 
above everything else, a clear-
eyed, committed socialist. And 
it was in his socialism that his 
deep distrust of all dictators and 
megalomaniacs was firmly anchored. 
His engagement with socialism was 
not only emotional. It was a sharply 
articulated intellectual engagement 
also, as we will see presently. If 
you look once more at the sentence 
we quoted above, you will find 
Orwell identifying the year 1936 
as some kind of watershed in his 
career—1936 was the year of the 
Spanish Civil War, the war that for 
many of its contemporaries was as 
pure and compelling a cause to fight 
for as few other things in history 
have ever been. Orwell himself 
fought in the Civil War, not until its 
bitter end, but till a sniper’s bullet 
that nearly killed him caught him 

Remembering George Orwell, the Socialist
Anjan Basu

saint, or to the secular policies of 
the nawabs, they greatly value this 
legacy of peace and are justifiably 
proud of it.”

Conclusion: Little Acts build up a 
Grand(er) Narrative

In this age of technology and 
instant gratification, with 24 hour 
news cycles that highlight how 
our country is disintegrating from 
within its seams, we seem to have 
lost touch with stories from our 
past that highlight the plurality 
and tolerance as well as a sense of 
community that had united India. It 
is these stories that make and build 
the present and even the future. The 
story of Malerkotla shows us how a 
simple act of compassion can span 
generations of peace, and how we 
can bring harmony to our country 
if each of us were to emulate the 
spirit of Malerkotla in our own 
small way. It will be our little acts of 
compassion that will build a strong 
and peaceful India for the generation 
to come.

(Ishmeet Nagpal is a social activist, 
poet, theatre artist and writer. She 
works as Communications Manager 
at Save The Children India in 
Mumbai.) 
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on his throat and incapacitated him.
He had not, unlike many others, 

come to Spain as a member of the 
International Brigade, but—as he 
wrote later—“with some notion of 
writing newspaper articles” about 
the war. “But I had joined the militia 
almost immediately, because at 
that time and in that atmosphere it 
seemed the only conceivable thing 
to do”. He happens to talk about 
that atmosphere himself, and it will 
be worth our while going over his 
description of it:

“When one came (to Barcelona) 
straight from England the aspect of 
Barcelona was somewhat startling 
and overwhelming. It was the first 
time that I had ever been in a 
town where the working class 
was in the saddle.... In outward 
appearance it was a town in which 
the wealthy classes had practically 
ceased to exist. Except for a small 
number of women and foreigners 
there were no ’well-dressed’ people 
at all. Practically everyone wore 
rough working-class clothes, or 
blue overalls, or some variant of the 
militia uniform. All this was queer 
and moving. There was much in it 
that I did not understand, in some 
ways I did not even like it, but I 
recognised it immediately as a state 
of affairs worth fighting for.”

And again, although practically 
everything was in short supply in 
the Barcelona of December 1936, 
Orwell found it remarkable how “so 
far as one could judge the people 
were contented and hopeful. There 
was no unemployment and the price 
of living was still extremely low; 
you saw very few conspicuously 
destitute people ... Above all, there 
was a belief in the revolution and the 
future, a feeling of having suddenly 
emerged into an era of equality and 
freedom. Human beings were trying 

to behave as human beings and not 
as cogs in the capitalist machine.”

The excerpts above are from 
Homage to Catalonia, Orwell’s 
account of the Spanish Civil War 
as he saw it. Perhaps not many of 
Orwell’s readers read Homage or 
count it among his major works, and 
they are apt to do the same in regard 
to his journalistic writings also.

The truth, however, is that for a 
proper reading of Animal Farm and 
Nineteen Eighty-four, one needs to 
have some familiarity with Orwell’s 
non-fictional and journalistic 
writing, and with the kind of person 
he happened to be. Barely a year 
before he started writing Animal 
Farm, Orwell declined an invitation 
from the Duchess of Atholl to speak 
at the ‘British League for European 
Freedom’ because he “could not 
associate with a Conservative body 
that defended Democracy in England 
but had nothing to say about British 
Imperialism”. He went on in the same 
letter to say, presumably leaving that 
noble lady quite scandalised, that 
he “belong(ed) to the Left and must 
work inside it, however much I 
hate Russian totalitarianism and its 
poisonous influence in this country.”

At another place, Orwell speaks 
with loathing of “the truly frightening 
spectacle of Conservative MPs 
(in the English Parliament) wildly 
cheering the news that British 
ships, bringing food to the Spanish 
Republican government, had been 
bombed by Italian aeroplanes.” 
And this is why Orwell thought 
the British government was so 
ambivalent towards fascism in the 
years leading to the Second World 
War: “The British ruling class were 
not altogether wrong in thinking 
that Fascism were on their side. It 
is a fact that any rich man, unless 
he is a Jew, has less to fear from 

Fascism than either Communism 
or democratic Socialism.” One 
imagines that a clearer articulation 
of Orwell’s politics is not necessary.

The last two quotes are from 
the 1940 essay ‘The Lion and the 
Unicorn: Socialism and the English 
Genius’—by far Orwell’s most 
serious attempt at articulating the 
need for social and political change 
in England. And his effort was not 
only to etch the contours of the kind 
of society he thought desirable, but 
also to flesh it out. The first half deals 
with what contemporary English 
society looked like, with the many 
fault lines standing out prominently 
across its surface. “There is no 
question about the inequality of 
wealth in England. It is grosser 
than in any European country, and 
you have only to look down the 
nearest street to see it. Economically, 
England is certainly two nations, if 
not three or four”. And about the 
nature of the English ruling classes: 
“They could not struggle against 
Nazism or fascism, because they 
could not understand them.... To 
understand Fascism they would have 
to study the theory of Socialism, 
which would have forced them to 
realise that the economic system 
by which they lived was unjust, 
inefficient and out-of-date.... After 
years of aggression and massacres 
(by the Nazis/Fascists), they have 
grasped only one fact, that Hitler 
and Mussolini were hostile to 
Communism. Therefore, it was 
argued, they must be friendly to the 
British dividend-drawer.” And again, 
“What this war has demonstrated is 
that private capitalism—that is, an 
economic system in which land, 
factories, mines and transport are 
owned privately and operated solely 
for profit—does not work. It cannot 
deliver the goods”.
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After this, Orwell sets out his 
programme for the establishment of a 
socialist order. He begins by defining 
socialism, his definition pretty much 
approximating to the famous ‘Clause 
4’ of the constitution of the British 
Labour Party, namely, a society 
whose economic foundation is built 
on a ‘common ownership of the 
means of production’. “Crudely, the 
State, representing the whole nation, 
owns everything, and everyone is 
a State employee. This does not 
mean that people are stripped of all 
private possessions such as clothes 
and furniture, but it does mean that 
all productive goods such as land, 
mines, ships and machinery are the 
property of the State. The State is the 
sole large-scale producer.”

Orwell shows a remarkably clear 
understanding of the dynamics of 
the productive forces under different 
societal models: “Unlike capitalism, 
it (Socialism) can solve the problems 
of production and consumption. At 
normal times, a capitalist economy 
can never consume all that it 
produces, so that there is always 
a wasted surplus … and always 
unemployment. In time of war, on 
the other hand, it has difficulty in 
producing all that it needs, because 
nothing is produced unless someone 
sees his way to making a profit out 
of it.... In a Socialist economy these 
problems do not exist. The State 
simply calculates what goods will be 
needed and does its best to produce 
them.”

In simple, un-cluttered prose, 
this sums up the contradictions 
between productive forces and 
relations of production inherent in 
the capitalist system, as a Marxist 
would see them.

As for the Socialist programme 
proper, here are the six legs on 
which Orwell expects it to stand in 
England’s case:

• Nationalisation of land, mines, 
railways, banks, major industries.

• Limitation of incomes, so that 
the highest tax-free income 
never exceeds the lowest by 
more than ten to one.

• Democratic reforms in the 
educational system.

• Immediate Dominion status for 
India, with power to secede after 
the war.

• Formation of an Imperial General 
Council, in which the colonies 
are to be represented.

• A formal alliance with China, 
Abyssinia (Ethiopia) and all 
other victims of the Fascist 
powers.
Orwell’s six-point programme is 

solid common sense. But noteworthy 
here is his recognition that an 
imperialist power could not aspire 
to become a socialist society without 
first disbanding its empire. It is also 
striking how Orwell could pare 
away the woolly sentimentality 
sticking to the idea of socialism and 
propose a programme of socialist 
transformation in such simple terms.

Written in 1940, in the shadow of 
the World War, the essay makes the 
point that “the war and the revolution 
are inseparable”, that “we cannot 
win the war without introducing 
Socialism, nor establish Socialism 
without winning the war”. One can 
argue that things eventually did not 
turn out in quite the way Orwell had 
predicted, but such an argument need 
not detain us here. What is important 
is that, for Orwell, it was socialism 
that was fascism’s strongest antidote, 
a way of life that you had to embrace 
if you were to fight fascism in right 
earnest.

The values that inform Orwell’s 
best  wri t ing are the s imple, 
uncomplicated values of decency, 
compassion and faith in the innate 
goodness of ordinary men. He 

gravitated towards socialism—
‘democratic Socialism’, in his 
words—because he believed that 
only socialism was compatible with 
these values in their true sense. 
He never abandoned the idea of 
socialism because of disenchantment 
with Stalin’s Russia, much as he 
hated Stalinism. His commitment 
to the idea of socialism was, thus, 
not so much ideological as organic, 
moral.

It is small wonder, then, that 
the Signet edition of Animal Farm 
felt the need for the ellipsis that 
we encountered above. Orwell’s 
Socialism (as he would always spell 
the word) in its unexpurgated form 
would have clearly made him a 
persona non grata in the US, at any 
rate in the US of Joseph McCarthy.

(Anjan Basu freelances as a literary 
critic, commentator and translator 
of poetry.) 
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Having listened to the debates 
on Kashmir in the Rajya Sabha and 
Lok Sabha, the Prime Minister’s 
address to the nation, and having 
watched subsequent developments 
in Kashmir, we as citizens of India 
inspired by the life and work of 
Mahatma Gandhi feel compelled to 
state that the government has pushed 
the country into a blind alley. The 
gun that was used to silence Kashmir 
is now being used as a telescope 
through which to see Kashmir. 
This is shameful, unfortunate and 
ominous for India.

A whole state has vanished from 
the map in broad daylight. The Indian 
Union had 28 states, now it has 27. 
This is not a magic show, where 
a magician shows us, we know, 
something unreal and illusory. Here 
we are witnessing something cruel, 
ugly, undemocratic and seemingly 
irreversible. It reveals the poverty 
of our democratic politics.

Even during the Emergency, 
the Lok Sabha was not humiliated 
in this manner—the Opposition 
then ensured that. This time our 
democracy has plunged to a new 
low. It is being said that democracy 
is driven by the majority and a 
large majority has decided the 
fate of Kashmir. What is blithely 
concealed is that a true majority 
implies a multiplicity of opinions 
and the presence of contending 
views. What took place in the 
Parliament this time was far from 
an exchange of views or a serious 
debate. One man shouted, more 
than three hundred thumped desks, 
and the rest sat crestfallen, defeated. 
This is not bahumat or majority, but 
bahusankhya or majoritarianism—
an attempt to rule by numbers. There 

was no clash of well-thought-out 
opinions or convincing arguments. 
You were only offered heads to be 
counted.

History bequeathed Kashmir 
to us with a challenge—how to 
make it a part of our geography. 
Globally it was a rare example of 
a state signing a conditional treaty 
of accession. That is how Kashmir 
came to us and we accepted it. 
Article 370 was an instrument of that 
treaty. In its original conception, as 
pronounced by Jawaharlal Nehru, 
it was described as a temporary 
provision, which would become in 
the long run redundant. Indeed, that 
is what it became. Barring those 
who took advantage of it and those 
who could not take advantage of 
Kashmir because of it, there were 
only a handful of people aware of 
the existence of Article 370.

Alas, along with the redoubtable 
challenge Kashmir posed, history 
also bestowed us with a new 
combination of amoral politics, an 
insatiable hunger for power, national 
and international machinations of 
communal forces, and imperialist 
interventions through Pakistan. 
Kashmir, known as a heaven on 
earth, came to us enmeshed in 
hellish complications. And this was 
at a time when we had just emerged 
from a bloodbath of our own, and 
were struggling to reassemble a 
fragmented self. It was the most 
delicate moment in the life of newly 
decolonised India.

We could have closed our doors 
on Kashmir, but we did not. It was 
an act of courage, a new political 
experiment. We have drifted so far 
from that moment in history that we 
cannot fully appreciate the subtle 

balance at which the triumvirate 
of Jawaharlal Nehru, Vallabhbhai 
Patel and Sheikh Abdullah arrived. 
They were the ones who shaped the 
contours of Kashmir, as we know 
it today. Of course, there were 
mistakes and errors of judgment 
but popular opposition leaders with 
moral stature—such as Jayaprakash 
Narayan, Vinoba Bhave and Ram 
Manohar Lohia—did not allow 
absolutist measures in Kashmir. And 
now, we suddenly find, Kashmir has 
become a mortuary.

It is being said that a handful 
of people, especially three families, 
have run regimes of loot and plunder 
all these years. Perhaps, but why 
were no legal remedies sought for 
that? Instead, the entire state has 
been turned into a prison. Is the 
government so weak that it cannot 
take on the might of these three 
families? Not only the Congress 
but also Atal Bihari Vajpayee and 
the present regime have shared 
power with these families. Does that 
mean that they too have a share in 
the loot? In any case, it is doubtful 
if our political system is capable 
of running without corruption? 
Can somebody tell us, how did the 
ruling party receive the billions 
of rupees reported by newspapers 
recently? How is it that the stream 
of wealth somehow begins to flow 
towards those in power? Corruption 
and nepotism are not confined to 
Kashmir. Mahatma Gandhi rightly 
called the entire system rotten.

We will not be able to lock down 
Kashmir forever. The doors will 
surely open, the people will come 
out, and their anguish will burst 
forth. Foreign elements will poison 
their minds with even more vigour. 

Statement on Kashmir 
Gandhi Peace Foundation
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All the leaders of the opposition who 
were urging the people to maintain 
peace and abide by the rule of law 
have been imprisoned. We have 
burnt all the bridges for a possible 
dialogue.

The picture is far from bucolic. 
The leaders of the ruling party are 
busy displaying their ugly private 
fantasies and greed in public 
statements on Kashmir. This naked 
display of the desire to exploit 
Kashmir in the guise of investment 
and development has become 
disgusting. The Prime Minister is 
right in saying that celebrations are 
premature and there is a great deal 
of work to be done in Kashmir. But 
how does one trust his words? The 
Parliament was illuminated with 

celebratory lights right after the 
passage of the Bill. What is there 
to celebrate in the unfortunate step 
we have taken in our own country, 
against our own people? Such 
celebrations only deepen the wounds 
of the Kashmiris.

Those who truly love India 
and care about its honour and 
its sovereignty must step in to 
compensate for the failure of 
vision, leadership and integrity. 
What happened in Parliament is 
not irrefutable or inevitable. Duly 
elected lawmakers can reverse last 
week’s decisions. If the Emergency 
could be overturned, there is no 
reason why the abrogation of Article 
370 cannot be undone, provided 
enough MPs feel that way. What is 

harder to undo is the damage done 
to our democratic political culture. 
What cannot be bridged is the trust 
deficit.

We must  s tand  wi th  the 
Kashmiris in their hour of crisis, 
which is equally our hour of crisis. 
Our helpless fellow-citizens who 
have been imprisoned must know 
that all right-thinking Indians share 
their anguish. The government must 
protect law and order, but it must 
also allow free expression at every 
level. That will help us to normalise 
the situation.

Sd / - 
Kumar Prashant, Ashish Nandy, 

Ashok Vajpeyi, Satypal Grover, 
Apoorvanand, Anand Kumar and 
many others. 

16 August, 2019: Markets 
around the world fell yesterday in 
response to the biggest fall on Wall 
Street for the year on August 14, 
amid further indications from bond 
markets and production data that 
the global economy is moving into 
recession.

In response to the Wall Street 
decline, markets in Asia fell, with 
Japan’s Topix index down 1 percent 
while the Australian market dropped 
2.9 percent, wiping $60 billion off 
share values. Markets in Europe also 
fell before recovering some of their 
losses later in the day.

Yesterday Wall Street whipsawed 
in response to news reports on the 
state of the US–China trade war. 
Futures markets were down before 
the start of trade on the basis of 
a statement from Beijing that it 
would “retaliate” against the latest 
imposition of tariffs by the US, but 

the market rose in response to what 
was seen as a more conciliatory 
statement from Beijing.

Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Hua Chunying said: “We hope the 
US can work in concert with China 
to implement the two presidents’ 
consensus that was reached in 
Osaka, and to work out a mutually 
acceptable solution through equal-
footed dialogue and consultation 
with mutual respect.”

But any prospect of such a 
resolution appears no closer with 
Trump saying that any agreement 
with China had to be “on our terms”.

As trade war tensions show no 
sign of easing, the bond markets 
continue to send out signals that 
the conditions for a recession are 
building. This week the yield curve 
inverted in both the US and the UK, 
meaning that the yield on two-year 
government debt rose above that on 

ten-year bonds. This is regarded as 
a forecast of recession because it 
indicates that investors are seeking 
a “safe haven”.

Deutsche Bank strategist Jim 
Reid told the Financial Times: “For 
me yesterday’s … inversion is the 
one that worries me the most. In 
my opinion, it has the best track 
record for predicting an upcoming 
recession over more cycles than any 
of the others.”

In a further indication of the 
worsening economic outlook, the 
yield on 30-year US Treasury bonds 
dropped below 2 percent, for the first 
time ever, reaching its lowest level 
on records going back to the 1970s.

The historically unprecedented 
conditions now prevailing in 
financial markets—the result of the 
pumping out of trillions of dollars 
by the world’s central banks in 
response to the global financial crisis 

Major Economies Move Towards Recession
Nick Beams



16 JANATA, August 25, 2019

of 2008—is indicated by the latest 
data on negative yielding debt.

Bonds with a negative yield, 
meaning that investors would make 
a loss if they held them to maturity, 
have risen to $16 trillion, after 
passing the $15 trillion mark just 10 
days ago. At the end of last year the 
value of bonds with negative yield 
was $8 trillion, meaning that it has 
doubled in just eight months.

And the central banks are 
preparing to pump still more money 
into financial markets. The US 
Federal Reserve is set to cut its 
base rate by at least 0.25 percentage 
points in September and possibly 
more, while the European Central 
Bank (ECB) is set to make a major 
move on monetary policy when it 
meets next month.

It will be a large-scale operation 
as indicated in remarks by Olli 
Rehn, the governor of Finland’s 
central bank and a member of 
the ECB’s governing council, in 
an interview with the Wall Street 
Journal yesterday. “It is important 
that we come up with a significant 
and impactful policy package in 
September,” he said. “When you’re 
working with financial markets, 
it’s often better to overshoot than 
undershoot and better to have a very 
strong package of policy measures 
than to tinker.”

The measures under consideration 
include a further cut in the ECB key 
interest rate, already sitting at minus 
0.4 percent, and a resumption of 
its asset purchasing program after 
the ECB had previously decided 
to phase it out. Rehn pointed to 
a series of risks, including an 
unstable political situation in Italy, 
an economic slowdown in China, 
uncertainties caused by the US–
China trade conflict and the prospect 
of a hard Brexit as justification for 
the ECB move.

But any move on monetary 
policy will do nothing to boost 
global growth. The increased supply 
of cheap cash will simply be used 
for speculative financial operations.

When the central banks initiated 
their so-called “unconventional” 
measures in the wake of the global 
financial crisis, the claim was that 
this would provide a boost to the 
economy and lead eventually to a 
“normalisation” of monetary policy. 
That program has been thrown aside. 
Easy money has done nothing to 
promote economic expansion but 
has been the chief means of boosting 
financial markets. So addicted have 
they now become to the continued 
flow of cheap cash that any move to 
cut it off threatens to set off a new 
crisis.

At the same time, growth in key 
areas of the world is slowing, with 
major economies on the brink of 
recession or already entering one.

A report on CNN Business noted 
this week that “five big economies 
are at risk of recession” and it would 
not “take much to push them over 
the edge.”

The British economy contracted 
in the second quarter as did 
Germany’s, the world’s fourth 
largest, which has been described as 
“teetering on the edge of recession.”

Growth is “flat lining” in Italy, 
Mexico has narrowly avoided a 
recession, defined as two consecutive 
quarters of contraction, and “data 
suggest that Brazil slipped into 
recession in the second quarter,” the 
CNN report said.

There are also indications of a 
downturn in the US, with business 
investment on the decline, coupled 
with a fall in industrial production, 
which dropped by 0.2 percent in July 
from the previous month.

All the countries on the edge 

of recession are members of the 
G20 group of the world’s major 
economies.

Argentina, another G20 member, 
could well be added to the list 
following this week’s plunge in 
share markets and the precipitous fall 
in the currency after the deepening 
opposition to austerity measures 
saw “market friendly” President 
Mauricio Macri take a battering in 
primary presidential elections over 
the weekend. The result led to a 
sell-off on Wall Street earlier in 
the week because it was taken as 
indication of the growing movement 
of the international working class  
against  the  global  f inancial  
oligarchy.

The gyrations in financial 
markets and the growing signs of 
recession—threatening to set in 
motion a crisis even more severe 
than that of 2008—pose vital 
political issues before the working 
class in every country.

The global financial oligarchy 
has only one response to the 
mounting crisis: to step up its drive 
to put value back into its vast 
holdings of financial assets by 
intensifying its offensive against the 
working class, carried out with the 
force of the capitalist state.

This means that whatever form 
the struggles of the working class 
initially emerge—the fight for 
jobs, against austerity measures, 
the defence of wages and social 
conditions—they can only go 
forward on the basis of a unified 
international struggle directed to the 
conquest of political power in order 
to implement a socialist program 
for the reconstruction of the global 
economy in the interests of the 
world’s producers of wealth.

(Nick Beams is  a  long-t ime 
Australian socialist activist.)
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Once upon a time, in 1947 India 
made a famous tryst with destiny. 
Although, for many it’s just a 72-
year period but for me, a member 
of minority within a minority, it’s 
a long, long time. One can debate, 
whether to call us the minority or the 
second largest majority. Still, I don’t 
care, because during these 72 years, 
we have become habitual of these 
debates and controversies.

So, what India has attained 
during these 72 years in general 
and for minorities in particular? To 
start with achievements, surely, a 
miraculous Constitution, growth 
despite all the odds and a united 
territory despite all the conflicts 
should top all the achievements. 
Constitution may not have resulted in 
equality, security and inclusion that 
was envisioned by the Constituent 
Assembly, still it makes sense. It is 
the only thing in India that provides 
a ray of hope to millions. The 
millions who are constantly subject 
to scrutiny, subject to persecution 
on the basis of religion or caste, find 
solace in this book. This book still 
gives them a belief that someday 
they will get justice, they will be 
treated equal and they will live with 
dignity.

India’s growth story, although 
dimmed during recent times, 
is an amazing narration for the 
coming generations. Despite the 
corrupt system, communal divide, 
farmer distress, disruptions from 
neighbouring countries and political 
anarchy, India has still managed to 
expand its middle class to a great 
extent. Challenges remain and 
poverty prevails, but hope remains 
for some good days, without any 

fixed frame.
With all the inequality, corrupt 

practices, suppression of certain 
classes, political domination of the 
majority, exclusive policies and 
attempts to centralise power, if 
country is still united, it’s really a 
miracle. This shows the belief of the 
masses in the system. A considerable 
amount of credit should also go to 
the Constitution.

For last 72 years, democracy 
and democratic institutions have 
flourished in the nation. With the 
inception of Panchayati raj system, 
roots of democracy have entangled 
the entire society. It has led to the 
political socialisation of masses, 
who believe ballot is a better option 
than bullet when it comes to issues 
like equality and empowerment.

While the model of democracy 
being followed in the country has 
led to many failures, it has also led 
to many problems. It has failed to 
bridge the divide between the mighty 
and the downtrodden, between 
the rich and the poor, between 
the majority and the minority and 
between the privileged and the 
deprived. Once again, I return to 
the narrative of minority within a 
minority.

One man one vote policy 
shatters the notion of equality that 
is offered in a democratic system. 
It may be feasible in monotonous, 
homogeneous and nom-diversified 
states but for a country like India it 
is a total failure. It creates political 
imbalance. In this scenario, people 
like me who lack numbers in terms 
of community fail to get a minimum 
representation in decision making. 
Pandering to to majority sentiments, 

political parties, even the so-called 
secular ones, are refraining from 
our agenda.

Exclusion is not only at political 
level but also at social level. As 
if economic exclusion, denial of 
political space and say in the system 
wasn’t enough, the rise in hate 
crimes and violence has led to 
further alienation. So where should 
the minorities go or what should 
they do now? Once again, their only 
solace is the constitution. To uphold 
the principles of the Constitution, the 
democratic system needs reforms. 

There are two ways ahead. 
Either we turn to proportional 
representation system of electorate, 
where social groups are ensured 
minimum representation. If that 
isn’t possible, then at least we must 
adopt a different electoral system, 
where candidates must be asked 
to garner minimum 50% vote to 
ensure their win. They will then be 
forced to include various groups in 
their plans. Although communal 
polarisation can fail this plan, still 
there are chances that groups with 
smaller number may be approached 
by those in power.

To conclude, I can say that we 
as Indians have lived with much of 
positivity after 1947 but there remain 
many insufficiencies. We haven’t 
attained what we had promised in 
our famous tryst with destiny. India’s 
pluralism is in danger, so is its 
diversity. The more we hear of one 
nation, one election, one language, 
one party and one religion, the more 
we feel threatened. As a minority 
within minority, I feel these threats 
more than anyone.
(The writer is a journalist.)

Letter to Editor
A Minority Within a Minority in Independent India

Saiyed Zaigham Murtaza
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