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“How many wickets”, asked 
Mangal Pandey, Health Minister of 
Bihar during a press conference to 
know the current status of India–
Pakistan clash in the ongoing Cricket 
World Cup. It is just that he asked the 
question in the middle of a meeting 
of health department to tackle the 
outbreak of Acute Encephalitis 
Syndrome (AES) in the state which 
has already killed over 100 children 
in just one hospital—Sri Krishna 
Medical College and Hospital 
(SKMCH), Muzaffarpur. The Union 
Health Minister of India Dr. Harsh 
Vardhan, his junior, Minister of 
State (MoS), Health Ashwini Kumar 
Choubey and health department 
officials were also in the meeting. 
The apathy, the disdain for the lives 
of the children leaves nothing more 
to say. Or perhaps it does.

Mr. Pandey was not the only 
Minister worried more about the 
cricket score while children died on 
his watch. MoS Choubey had pulled 
out a feat of his own before this 
meeting. He was caught sleeping in 
a press conference addressed by Dr. 
Harsh Vardhan, though he later tried 
to escape the criticism by claiming 
that he was ‘meditating’ and not 
sleeping.

The behaviour of the two 
ministers sum the state of public 
health in India where the authorities 
wake up only after such tragedies, 
that too if they make it to media 
scrutiny and public outrage. The 
outrage was there this time. People 
across India could see horribly 
inadequate number of beds in the 
Intensive Care Units forcing 3, at 
times 4, kids to share them. They 
could see that the number of doctors 
was far from required. They could 
see doctors telling on camera, and 
thus on record, that they do not have 
enough medicines to treat AES.

They know that only thing 
which can avert such tragedies is 
an urgent and immediate overhaul 
of the public health system and 
institutions in India, as the poor can 
afford only them. Yet, they try to 
hoodwink the people with knee jerk, 
cosmetic remedies, promise overall 
overhaul of the system to stop such 
tragedies from recurring. Once the 
situation comes under control, they 
go back to business as usual waiting 
for another crisis.

Think of it, this is not the first 
outbreak of AES in the area. AES, 
along with Japanese Encephalitis, 
is a recurrent killer in the region. 
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It has claimed lives of over 6,000 
children in the Baba Raghav Das 
Medical College and Hospital 
in neighbouring Uttar Pradesh’s 
Gorakhpur. The story remains the 
same in Muzaffarpur as well—AES 
killed 379 children in SKMCH alone 
in 2014. It had caused a similar 
outrage then too. The then, and 
also current, Union Health Minister 
Dr. Harsh Vardhan had rushed to 
Muzaffarurpur then too—just like 
he did now. He had then announced 
a plethora of measures—a 100-
bed super specialty hospital, with 
a 10-bed facility for treatment of 
children. He had also promised 
to build a virology laboratory in 
Muzaffarpur, which is both the 
hotbed of AES as well as has the only 
state-run hospital in the area, even 
if inadequately equipped, to which 
people from neighbouring districts 
like Sitamarhi and Motigari also rush 
in case of emergencies.

Cut to 2019, a full 5 years after 
those announcements. Returning 
as Union Health Minister in the 
reelected government, Dr Harsh 
Vardhan rushed to the SKMCH 
and repeated all the announcements 
down to the virology laboratory 
while his junior, MoS Health Mr. 
Choubey slept away to glory or 
meditated—whatever one wants to 
believe. Not a single journalist in 
the presser asked him why the same 
promises made in 2014 remained 
unfulfilled until the second bout of 
the outbreak.

The reason behind that is not hard 
to guess though. The 2014 outbreak 
of AES killing 379 children had led to 
a massive uproar, and consequently, 
some action had been undertaken by 
the government, both at the state and 
union level. The Bihar government 
went into consultations, particularly 
with UNICEF, and came up with 

a standard operating procedure 
(SOP) in 2015. The SOP included 
household surveys by the auxiliary 
nurse midwife (ANM), accredited 
social health activists (ASHA) and 
anganwadi employees to check if 
any child has symptoms of Japanese 
encephalitis and AES. The efforts 
paid up. Death toll started going 
down. As against a toll of 424 in 
2012, 222 in 2013 and 379 in 2014, 
the next four years—2015, 2016, 
2017 and 2018—saw a considerable 
fall with a toll of 90, 103, 54 and 33, 
respectively.

Of course, losing even 33 young 
lives is losing too many. But in a 
country where the lives of the poor 
come dirt cheap, the dip was enough 
to chase the issue out of national 
gaze. Then 2019 happened. And the 
gaze returned. So did the ministers, 
even if repeating promises, sleeping, 
meditating, and asking about scores.

Can anything get worse than 
this? Of course, it can. So after the 
ministers came ‘electronic media’. 
The prime time anchors entered the 
Intensive Care Units without gowns 
and gloves and almost shoved their 
microphones in the mouths of the 
overburdened doctors and nurses: 
Why there are not enough beds? 
Why you are not attending this kid 
(the doctor was attending another)? 
Why do you not have the necessary 
equipment? 

But they did not care to ask any 
of these questions to the authorities 
duty-bound to provide these 
facilities. They told them the score, 
of the India–Pakistan cricket match, 
when asked.

So what’s the score now? 130 
children dead, and counting, Sir, 
until the next.

(Samar is Programme Coordinator 
– Right to Food Programme Asian 

Legal Resource Centre / Asian 
Human Rights Commission, Hong 
Kong.)

Press Statement, June 19, 2019

Brain Fever 
Deaths In Bihar's 
Muzaffarpur

[Institutions associated with 
prominent freedom fighters Abbas 
Tyabji and Mahavir Tyagi—the 
Abbas Tyabji Educational and 
Charitable Trust and The Mahavir 
Tyagi Foundation for Political and 
Economic Decency—have issued the 
following statement.]

 The encephalitis scourge has 
been affecting east Uttar Pradesh and 
Bihar (India) for decades. 

The death roll this year of 
suspected encephalitis cases in 
Bihar’s Muzaffarpur has already 
crossed 100. This is at the gates of 
Champaran, the site of Mahatma 
Gandhi’s first major intervention 
after returning from South Africa. 

 Gandhij i  had invariably 
intervened in public health issues 
both in India and in South Africa and 
his work at the time of Plague in both 
countries is well known. 

In this 150th birth anniversary 
year of Mahatma Gandhi, we call 
upon conscientious individuals and 
socially sensitive organisations, 
pa r t i cu la r ly  Gandh i - r e l a t ed 
organisations and organisations 
working for medical inclusion, 
to draw national attention to this 
continuing catastrophe and to 
confer with medical personnel and 
immunologists on ways to control 
and wipe out this scourge both by 
way of all possible relief and further 
focused research.



JANATA, June 23, 2019 3

Modesty is not a virtue of the 
media in the pixel age, in which 
preening is a 24x7 pastime. There 
is neither a demand for it from 
consumers, nor a supply of it from 
the practitioners. Equilibrium has 
been achieved in the marketplace 
of the mind. Even so, while print, 
electronic and digital news purveyors 
use the benefit of hindsight to retro-
fit Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
“stunning” victory into a grand 
narrative arc, it should not escape 
the attention of the discerning that 
an otherwise boastful section of 
the media is uncharacteristically, 
modestly, not acknowledging its 
own not insignificant part in paving 
the way for India’s precipitous lurch 
to the right.

Elephant in the room
Whilst any number of ‘ex 

post facto’ rationalisations may be 
adduced to explain the Bharatiya 
Janata Party’s logic-defying triumph, 
it is impossible to ignore the elephant 
in the room: a large and influential 
part of the news media which 
blithely abdicated its role as the eyes 
and ears of the people—and turned 
into an undisguised, unthinking and 
unquestioning mouthpiece of the 
reigning ideology. That the same 
boosters are now bloviating about 
India’s future as a secular, liberal 
democracy and offering gratuitous 
advice to the Opposition is, at best, 
a self-fulfilling prophecy. At worst, 
it is a parody.

Notwithstanding Mr. Modi’s 
advertised disdain for journalists, 
making the media forget their core 
tasks—to witness, to verify, to 

investigate, and to make sense, 
in the words of the British media 
scholar George Brock—was always 
a vital weapon in the manufacture 
of consent for the ‘Gujarat Model’. 
Despite early failures as Chief 
Minister, Mr. Modi deftly achieved 
this goal. Established media houses 
were tamed by patronising their 
competitors. Some pesky editors 
were reined in or eased out by 
intimidating owners. Advertisements 
were turned off and on to let the 
bottom line send signals to managers.

Result: by 2014, without being 
explicitly coercive, Mr. Modi was 
able to manage the headlines, craft 
respectability and plug himself into 
the consciousness of the capitalist 
classes as the poor, incorruptible, 
reformist Hindutva icon—the son 
of the soil who was a victim of the 
liberal English media.

During the 2017 Assembly 
election campaign in Gujarat, a 
BJP TV commercial unwittingly 
reminded voters of how the Modi 
machine viewed the media. Two 
young men are discussing Mr. 
Modi in a barber shop. One of them 
calls him a “dictator” and says he 
has harassed them a lot. They are 
interrupted by a third person who 
is awaiting his turn and is listening 
in on the conversation. “You look 
like reporters,” says the man who 
identifies himself as ‘Vikas’. In 
other words, journalism—asking, 
criticising, digging, unearthing—is 
an obstacle in the grand project.

Inasmuch as this is revealing of 
a cultivated anti-media mindset—
cultivated, because Mr. Modi, the 
‘pracharak’, would often wait outside 

newspaper offices in Ahmedabad 
in the 1990s, well past midnight, 
to have a cup of tea with useful 
reporters on the political beat—it is 
the ease with which he, the ‘pradhan 
sevak’, was able to negotiate a ‘with-
me-or-against-me’ arrangement 
across the landscape that staggers 
the mind, and serves as a sobering 
reminder of the limits of the free 
press. “Democracy dies in darkness” 
is the Washington Post motto. Here, 
it would appear, it died in broad 
daylight.

From North and South America 
(Donald Trump, Jair Bolsonaro) 
to West and East Asia (Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan, Rodrigo Duterte), 
the playbook of the 21st century 
populist–nationalist politician 
contains the same to-do list: (i) 
turn the public against the media 
by berating them as an “enemy of 
the people”; (ii) delegitimise the 
media by ascribing motives, calling 
them news traders, “presstitutes”; 
(iii) choke the media by limiting 
access; distorting the discourse 
with fake news, alt-right media; 
(iv) intimidate the media with 
draconian laws; by trolling, doxxing, 
threatening journalists; and (v) 
bypass conventional media using 
one-way radio addresses, made-for-
TV events and social media.

As the results of the 2019 election 
show, the best student in the class—
the “first Prime Minister in 70 years 
to know where the camera was”, in 
the words of one political scientist—
was able to alternately emasculate 
and weaponise media, and turn it 
into a force multiplier at the ballot 
box. The searing commentary in the 

Democracy Can Die in Daylight Too

Krishna Prasad
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foreign media of what is in store 
shines the mirror on the below-par 
inquiry by some of our own. And the 
decision of the Congress, Samajwadi 
Party and Janata Dal (Secular) to 
keep their panelists out of partisan 
TV debates puts the stamp on the 
perfidy bordering on complicity.

‘Wot won it’
When the Conservative Party 

unexpectedly came to power in 
Britain in 1992, Rupert Murdoch’s 
mass-selling tabloid The Sun 
proclaimed on its front page, “It’s 
The Sun Wot Won It”, to lay claim to 
its contribution. It is nobody’s case 
that the BJP won the 2019 election 
because of the media. India is larger, 
its democracy more layered, and the 
media mosaic vastly heterogeneous 
for such a glib conclusion. But 
a closer examination of the last 
five years will reveal the insidious 
role some in the media played in 
conditioning minds, building myths, 
deflecting attention, normalising the 
abnormal and poisoning the pool.

Precisely how this was achieved 
by a provincial leader, a self-declared 
“outsider” in Lutyens’ Delhi, is 
difficult to put a finger on. Certainly, 
home-grown tactics—bogus FIRs, 
criminal cases, arrests, IT raids, 
monitoring—were improved upon. 
Antagonism became the bedrock of 
the relationship. There was no media 
interface in the Prime Minister’s 
Office, just a PRO. The Prime 
Minister’s plane was off-bounds for 
hacks. There were no press meets. 
Journalists’ deaths were not counted. 
Targeted tweets crowned the new 
courtiers. In ways subtle and brutal, 
the message was conveyed and 
received that hagiography had to 
replace scrutiny.

In retrospect, the move to allow 
the Finance Minister to also handle 

the Information and Broadcasting 
portfolio after Mr. Modi formed his 
Cabinet in 2014 will probably go 
down as a masterstroke in taming the 
circus, top-down. Dodgy corporates 
and media houses lived in dread 
of the taxman. Media licences and 
clearances were difficult to come 
by. Using carrot and stick, the 
circuits of news flow were rewired, 
the tramlines laid out on who could 
be attacked and who couldn’t be 
touched. Still to recover from the 
economic downturn that began in 
2007–08, a media aching for ‘achhe 
din’ fell in line.

Self-censorship, co-option, and 
a free ride followed. From Aadhaar 
to Electronic Voting Machines, and 
from Doklam to Pulwama with Rafale 
in between, the biggest scandals lay 
buried. From LPG to GDP, from 
missing planes to missing jobs data, 
the grandest claims lay unexamined. 
The fake, the frivolous and the 
frothy—anthem, flag, beef, love 
jihad, JNU, urban naxals, azaan—
got more air time than subaltern 
protests of farmers, weavers and 
workers. And agenda-setting studio 
warriors flayed minority ghosts each 
night—‘Hindus in danger’, ‘illegal 
immigrants’—fostering a siege 
mentality that reeked of victimhood.

In the post-truth world, where 
social media takes propaganda 
into the pockets of voters without 
filter, there is nothing to suggest the 
election verdict would have been 
the other way round had mainstream 
media been less dormant. But 
when a former Chief Justice of 
the Supreme Court says the media 
should not forget that its primary 
responsibility is to be a watchdog, 
not a guard dog for those in authority, 
or when a former Chief Election 
Commissioner warns that “the fourth 
estate has become the fifth column 

of democracy”, it is useful to wonder 
if they are seeing the cracks in the 
pillar with greater clarity.

No end date?
When the media’s darkest days 

— the censorship under Indira 
Gandhi’s 21 months of Emergency—
are invoked, L.K. Advani’s quote 
that the press crawled when asked 
to bend is airily recalled. But at least 
the media of the time was adhering 
to a formal order which had a start 
date and an end date. In the 21st 
century, it didn’t take a presidential 
order for the ‘feral beasts’ to suspend 
their instincts, to look the other 
way, to stoke majoritarian fires, to 
fearlessly question not the ruling 
party but the Opposition, and usher 
in Modi 2.0.

(Krishna Prasad is former Editor-in-
Chief, Outlook, and former member, 
Press Council of India.)
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After a series of 7 public 
hearings on Bt Brinjal, on February 
9 2010, the then minister of state for 
Environment of the Govt of India 
announced an indefinite moratorium 
on introducing Bt brinjal—the first 
genetically modified food crop that 
would have been introduced for 
mass production in India.

In  June  2019,  Monsanto 
lobbyists announced that farmers 
will illegally plant Bt Brinjal as 
a “Satyagraha”. This is outright 
criminal action. As Kishore Tiwari, 
Chair of the Maharashtra Govt 
commission on agrarian distress 
has clearly stated, farmers acting 
on behest of Monsanto are criminals 
and will be treated as such.

Article 15 of the Biosafety 
laws requires govt to act when 
the rules are violated. Further, the 
Environment Protection Act 1986 
requires that anyone violating the 
law faces an imprisonment of 5 
years. 

The reason we have national 
and international Biosafety laws 
is because GMOs cause harm to 
Biodiversity. Bt crops like Bt Cotton 
and Bt Brinjal have a gene for 
producing a toxin inserted in the 
genome of the plant, thus producing 
the toxin in every cell all the time. 
It was known in the 1990s and has 
been scientifically confirmed now 
that Bt in plants is different from 
the naturally occurring Bt in the soil.

New studies are showing that 
Monsanto took a safe natural pest 
control agent, Bt, and made it 
a “Supertoxin” by genetically 
engineering it into plants. The 
scientific fraud begins with the claim 

that Bt toxin in crops affects only the 
bollworm species and controls it.

This is doubly false. While 
natural Bt affects only the caterpillar 
family, the “high dose toxin” or 
“super toxin” in GMO Bt crops 
affects a wide range of species. Other 
species are also affected. Further, the 
bollworm has evolved resistance to 
Bt as the Indian experience with Bt 
shows.

Jonathan R. Latham, in an article 
“Have Monsanto and the biotech 
industry turned natural Bt pesticides 
into GMO ‘Super toxins’?” points 
out:

According to biotech industry 
lore, the Bt pesticides introduced 
into many GMO food crops are 
natural proteins whose toxic activity 
extends only to narrow groups of 
insect species. Therefore, these 
pesticides can all be safely eaten, 
e.g. by humans.

This is not the interpretation 
we arrived at after our analysis of 
the documents accompanying the 
commercial approval of 23 typical 
Bt-containing GMO crops, however.

In our publication, authored 
along with Madeleine Love and 
Angelika Hilbeck, of the Swiss 
Federal Institute of Technology 
(ETH), we show that commercial 
GMO Bt toxins differ greatly from 
their natural precursors. These 
differences are important. They 
typically cause GMO Bt proteins 
to be more toxic. Worse, they also 
cause them to be active against many 
more species than natural forms of 
Bt toxins.

Our research has shown that Bt 
Cotton is affecting soil organisms 

and destroying the soil food web. 
Since Bt is a toxin which the 
plant produces in every cell it is 
affecting biodiversity, soil health 
and pollinators.

A study published in a peer 
reviewed journal (Jagadish C. 
Tarafdar, Indira Rathore and Vandana 
Shiva, “Effect of bt-transgenic cotton 
on soil biological health”, Applied 
Biological Research, 2012) shows 
that in the Bt Cotton growing areas of 
Vidarbha, beneficial soil organisms 
have declined, undermining soil 
health and soil fertility. The result 
revealed a significant decline in 
actinobacteria (17%), bacterial count 
(14%) as well as acid phosphatases 
(27%), phytase (18%), nitrogenase 
(23%) and dehydrogenase (12%) 
activities in Bt cotton fields as 
compared with non-Bt cotton fields.

The study was repeated in 2015, 
and the soil microorganisms had 
further declined due to Bt toxin. 
The decline ranges between 6 and 
77% of different parameters, which 
indicate the severe adverse effect 
of Bt Cotton on soil biological 
health. A decrease in bacterial 
population between 51–77% was 
noticed under Bt Cotton growing 
areas as compared to non-Bt cotton 
soils of different districts.

Several studies also show that 
Bt cotton has failed to control 
the bollworm and has instead led 
to an increase in resistant pests 
(see, for instance: P.C. Kesavan 
and M.S. Swaminathan, “Modern 
technologies for sustainable food 
and nutrition security”, Current 
Science, 25 November 2018)

Herbicide resistant Roundup 

Crimes Against Nature and Society Are Not “Satyagraha”

Vandana Shiva
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up Ready Crops have increased 
the use of herbicides like Roundup 
which has been established to be 
a carcinogen. Roundup also kills 
biodiversity of plants and pollinators 
dependent on them. It has also led to 
emergence of superweeds. Roundup 
Ready Bt Cotton is being illegally 
spread in India with no action 
from the government against the 
perpetrators of this crime.

Bt Brinjal will spread the 
failure and tragedy we have already 
witnessed in Bt Cotton. Worse, 
since Bt Brinjal is a food crop, there 
will be harm to public health. No 
independent research to prove the 
safety of Bt Brinjal exists. There are 
no long-term studies of more than 90 
days or human feeding studies.

Bt  Br in ja l  a l so  conta ins 
antibiotic resistant genes and poses 
serious public health concerns with 
the possibility of 'horizontal gene 
transfer' of antibiotic resistance. 
Antibiotic resistance is already a 
major public health problem.

There are tried, tested, and 
successful alternatives for controlling 
pests that do not harm public health 
or environment.

India is the Centre of Origin/
Diversity of Brinjal with more than 
4500 varieties. The government 
cannot allow a gang of criminals 
sponsored by criminal corporations 
to violate India’s Biodiversity Act 
to contaminate and pollute this rich 
diversity.

The higher common good and 
larger public good is what our 
Biosafety and Environmental laws 
are supposed to protect.

Deliberately acting against laws 
that protect the common good for 
the greed of a Poison Cartel of three 
global gene giants which already 
control 60% of the world’s seed 
supply through such illegal actions, 

is participation in their crimes 
against nature and humanity .

Satyagraha is based on higher 
consciousness, to promote ahimsa 
and stop brute law based on violence.

Thoreau engaged in civil 
disobedience against the poll tax 
which supported slavery. Gandhi 
undertook Satyagraha against 
apartheid in South Africa, against 
the forced cultivation of indigo in 
Champaran in 1917, and against the 
imposition of the Salt Laws in 1930. 
Following in Gandhi’s footsteps we 
have undertaken Seed Satyagraha 
since 1987 to prevent the Poison 
Cartel from controlling our seeds, 
our agriculture, our food. India 
has Art 3j in our patent law which 
prohibits patents on plants, animals 
and seeds, since they are not human 
inventions. 

During Gandhi’s 150 anniversary, 
we will not allow criminal actions 

undertaken by greedy corporate 
interests wherein they are seeking 
to equate the imposition of Seed 
Slavery with Gandhi’s Satyagraha. 
Monsanto is not Gandhi. Crimes 
against nature and society are not 
Satyagraha. We will uphold the 
integrity of Satyagraha—the force 
of truth—and not allow the idea 
and moral force of Satyagraha to 
be degraded and misused by those 
engaging in crimes against nature 
and people.

We count on the Government 
of India to strictly implement the 
Bt Brinjal ban, to uphold India’s 
Biosafety and Environmental law, 
and Gandhi’s legacy.

(Vandana Shiva is an Indian 
scholar, environmental activist, 
food sovereignty advocate, and 
alter-globalisation author, based 
in Delhi.)

The victory of Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) is a victory of the ideology 
that impedes the establishment of a 
true social democracy. Dr. B.R. 
Ambedkar, the author of India’s 
constitution, wrote, “Political 
democracy cannot last unless there 
lies at the base of it social democracy. 
What does social democracy mean? It 
means a way of life which recognises 
liberty, equality, and fraternity as the 
principles of life.” For those of us 
who want India to become a modern 
society based on humanitarian, 
ecological and secular values, the 
challenge is to regain people’s trust 
in the values that establish a social 
democracy.
The faltering dream of Swaraj

During the recent Parliamentary 

elections, the Bharatiya Janata Party, 
the political wing of the Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) , 
systematically and aggressively 
promoted the idea of  Hindu 
Nationalism, which undermines 
the immense potential of India’s 
diversity.

In seeking freedom from the 
British, India rejected slavery 
to establish its own vision of 
participatory democracy (self-rule) 
as elaborated in Gandhi’s book Hind 
Swaraj. Mahatma Gandhi believed 
that “Swaraj is vitally connected 
with the capacity for dispassionate 
self-assessment, ceaseless self-
purification, and growing self-
reliance.”

Though India achieved political 

From Swaraj to Swastika

Uday Dandavate
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independence more than seventy 
years ago, in 1947, Swaraj has 
not been achieved for all sections 
of society. Feudalism, economic 
disparities and social inequalities 
continue to get in the way of creating 
equal opportunity for social mobility 
and prosperity for all. 

In recent times, the growth 
of the RSS and the spread of its 
idea of Hindu Nationalism puts 
the underprivileged sections at a 
disadvantage and undermines the 
dream of Swaraj. The top-down 
authoritarian culture of the RSS  
and other organisations in its 
ideological fraternity fundamentally 
impedes the creation of participatory 
democracy. Each time Indian 
masses have opted for a strong and 
autocratic leader, it has derailed the 
cause of establishing a participatory 
democracy. The declaration of 
Emergency in the 1970s is a testament 
that the concentration of power in a 
single individual or a coterie leads 
to the suppression of dissent and the 
alienation of the masses from the 
power structure. Power in the  hands 
of an authoritarian leader inevitably 
leads to nepotism, violation of 
human rights and corruption.

The progressive forces need 
to reenergise, and reaffirm our 
belief in a secular and participatory 
democracy. The electoral battle is 
lost, but the real war is ahead of 
us — we must continue to uphold  
and advance the dream of an 
inclusive society in the imagination 
of the masses. Hindu Nationalism 
is not a sustainable platform for 
achieving social justice, economic 
progress or peace with neighboring 
countries.

A legacy dismantled
An average Indian is religious 

(and superstitious) at heart and 
fiercely patriotic. The patriotism of 
the older generation was shaped by 

the sacrifices they made fighting for 
liberty and freedom from the British. 
The post-independence generations 
were fortunate to enjoy the fruits of 
the struggles and sacrifices of their 
parents. Their notion of patriotism 
has been shaped by the India–
Pakistan conflict and the fight against 
cross-border terrorism.

The Congress party, which was 
in power for the longest period after 
India became independent from 
the British, exploited the patriotic 
sentiment of the nation and the 
party’s role in the freedom struggle 
to its advantage for several decades. 
Meanwhile, the RSS focused on 
promoting ‘Hindu Nationalism’. 
The Ram Janmabhumi movement 
initiated by Shri L.K. Advani leading 
up to the demolition of the Babri 
Mosque was a systematic social 
engineering exercise to neutralise 
the impact of the social justice 
movement. The Sangh Parivar 
understood that it could unite 
Hindu voters only by creating 
fear of a common enemy—the 
Muslims of India. The RSS has been 
admirably successful in this; the 
supporters of Hindu Rashtra have 
managed to convince the majority 
Hindu population to support Hindu 
Nationalism as an assertion of Indian 
identity.

To spread i ts  propaganda 
among the Hindu masses, the RSS 
began organising a devout cadre of 
activists that is trained in “righteous 
militancy” to reassert the honour 
and self-respect of Hindu Society. 
The following extract from the RSS 
mission statement serves as an alert:
• There was also need to bring all 

sadhus sannyasins and orthodox 
mathadhipatis on a common 
platform, so that their combined 
influence could be channelised 
for the common good of the 
entire Hindu society. The VHP 
was founded in 1964, to fill this 

need. The VHP is committed to 
undo the historical insult to the 
last nuts and bolts and it is this 
determination of the VHP that 
has instilled a spirit of righteous 
militancy in the Hindu society.

• The aim is to activise the dormant 
Hindu society, to make it come 
out of its self-oblivion and 
realise its past mistakes, to instill 
in it a firm determination to set 
them right, and finally to make it 
bestir itself to reassert its honor 
and self-respect so that no power 
on earth dares challenge it in the 
days to come.
The following extract from the 

mission statement makes it clear 
that notwithstanding the Prime 
Minister’s frequent proclamations 
of “Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas”, 
his alma mater is hell bent on 
homogenising the multicultural 
Indian society under the umbrella 
of Hindutva.
• The world is looking for a viable 

and universally acceptable life-
vision. It is Hinduism alone 
which is in a position to provide 
such a vision.

• A last ing solut ion to the 
economic crisis can come only 
from cultural rejuvenation and 
re-assertion of Hindu values.
(Extracted from the RSS website: 

http://rss.org/Encyc/2012/10/22/rss-
vision-and-mission.html, updated on 
June 12, 2019.)

Today India has stepped away 
from the legacy of the freedom 
struggle. The proponents of a 
modern India, driven either by the 
Gandhian philosophy of inclusive, 
grassroots-level democracy, or by the 
Western ideals of liberal, secular and 
socialist democracy, were defeated 
by the same forces that ridiculed and 
assassinated Gandhi, and derided 
secularism and liberal thinking. The 
acrimony in the social media of the 
past several months has left no doubt 
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that in the prevailing conditions, a 
significant section of the Hindus of 
India have been won over to the idea 
of asserting their Hindu identity. A 
poisonous cocktail created from the 
mixing of religion and politics is 
leading India to dismantle the legacy 
of the freedom struggle.

Ominous Signs
The recent election campaign 

generated acrimonious, hateful, 
and abusive conversations on social 
media. Ideas that are far removed 
from the ideal of unity in diversity 
surfaced in these conversations. 
An atmosphere of xenophobia 
blinded people to the long-term 
consequences of their participation 
in this hateful discourse.

Political scientist Dr. Lawrence 
Britt wrote an article in which he 
identifies fourteen characteristics of 
fascism (Free Inquiry, Spring 2003, 
page 20):
1. Powerful and Continuing 

Nationalism: Fascist regimes 
tend to make constant use 
of patriotic mottos, slogans, 
symbols, songs, and other 
paraphernalia. Flags are seen 
everywhere, as are flag symbols 
on clothing and in public 
displays.

2. Disdain for the Recognition 
of Human Rights: Because of 
fear of enemies and the need for 
security, the people in fascist 
regimes are persuaded that 
human rights can be ignored 
in certain cases because of 
“need”. The people tend to 
look the other way or even 
approve of torture, summary 
executions, assassinations, long 
incarcerations of prisoners, etc.

3. Identification of Enemies/
Scapegoats as a Unifying 
Cause: The people are rallied 
into a unifying patriotic frenzy 
over the need to eliminate a 

perceived common threat or 
foe: racial, ethnic or religious 
minorities; liberals; communists; 
socialists, terrorists, etc.

4. The supremacy of the military: 
Even when there are widespread 
domestic problems, the military 
is given a disproportionate 
amount of government funding, 
and the domestic agenda is 
neglected. Soldiers and military 
service are glamorised.

5. R a m p a n t  S e x i s m :  T h e 
governments of fascist nations 
tend to be almost exclusively 
male-dominated. Under fascist 
regimes, traditional gender 
roles are made more rigid. 
Opposition to abortion is high, 
as is homophobia and anti-gay 
legislation and national policy.

6. Controlled Mass Media: The 
media is directly or indirectly 
controlled by government 
r e g u l a t i o n ;  c e n s o r s h i p , 
especially in wartime, is very 
common.

7.  Obsession with National 
Security: Fear is used as a 
mot ivat ional  tool  by  the 
government over the masses.

8. Religion and Government are 
Intertwined: Governments in 
fascist nations tend to use the 
most common religion in the 
nation as a tool to manipulate 
public opinion. 

9. Corporate Power is Protected: 
The industrial and business 
aristocracy of a fascist nation 
often are the ones who put 
the fascist government leaders 
into power, creating a mutually 
beneficial business/government 
relationship and power elite.

10. Labour Power is Suppressed: 
Because the organising power of 
labour is the only real threat to a 
fascist government, labor unions 
are either entirely eliminated or 
are severely suppressed.

11. Disdain for Intellectuals and 
the Arts: Fascist nations tend 
to promote and tolerate open 
hostility to higher education and 
academia. It is not uncommon 
for  professors  and o ther 
academics to be censored or 
even arrested. Free expression 
in the arts is openly attacked, 
and governments often refuse to 
fund the arts.

12. Obsession with Crime and 
Punishment: Under fascist 
regimes, the police are given 
almost limitless power to enforce 
laws. The people are often 
willing to overlook police abuses 
and even forego civil liberties in 
the name of patriotism. 

13. Rampant Cronyism and 
Corruption: Fascist regimes 
almost always are governed 
by groups of fr iends and 
associates who appoint each 
other to government positions 
and use governmental power and 
authority to protect their friends 
from accountability. It is not 
uncommon in fascist regimes 
for national resources and even 
treasures to be appropriated 
or even outright stolen by 
government leaders.

14. F r a u d u l e n t  E l e c t i o n s : 
Sometimes elections in fascist 
nations are a complete sham. 
Other t imes elections are 
manipulated by smear campaigns 
against or even assassination of 
opposition candidates, use of 
legislation to control voting 
numbers or political district 
boundaries, and manipulation of 
the media. Fascist nations also 
typically use their judiciaries to 
manipulate or control elections.” 
Most  of  these  s igns  and 

characteristics are already noticeable 
in the current politics of the Sangh 
Parivar. “Eternal Vigilance” is 
required to preserve the liberties 
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which our forefathers fought for.

Absence of an alternative
In the current Indian political 

a t m o s p h e r e ,  h u m a n i t a r i a n , 
ecological, and secular values 
have disappeared from the political 
discourse. The progressive parties, 
which previously represented the 
hopes and desires of the population, 
have drifted away from their ideals, 
and lost the hearts of many of their 
would-be supporters.

People are dismayed by the 
general state of politics and have 
lost hope for an alternative. In their 
dismay, they have bought into the 
narrative promoted by the Sangh 
Parivar that though the BJP is not 
perfect, the Congress party is not the 
alternative. The Congress party did 
not have the credibility to challenge 
the BJP. On issues that should 
have been damaging to the BJP, 
the Congress was also vulnerable. 
Unable to defend its complicity in the 
mass killings of Muslims in Gujarat, 
BJP countered with the issue of the 
massacre of Sikhs under the watch 
of Rajiv Gandhi; the Rafael deal was 
questionable, but Rahul Gandhi was 
taunted with the counter-argument 
that his father was “Bhrashtachari 
No. 1”(corrupt No. 1). The Modi 
government’s bonhomie with a 
select group of business houses and 
its failure to deliver on promises 
from the 2014 election was eclipsed 
by the war hysteria provoked before 
the election.

Reclaiming the dream
To reclaim the dream of 

Swaraj, the fight against Hindu 
Nationalism has to continue. We 
must replace hatred in people’s 
minds with compassion, and create 
a new national ethos that is more 
empathetic and inclusive. We must 
counter the mission of the RSS with 
the mission of a modern, secular, 

liberal, compassionate and creative 
India, led by people who deserve 
respect. We must educate people 
about why separation of religion and 
politics is essential in a participatory 
democracy.

Dan Arel, an award-winning 
journalist and author, references a 
study conducted by the University of 
Chicago which found that children 
raised in non-religious households 
are kinder and more altruistic than 
those raised with religion. They 
observed 1170 children between the 
ages of 5 and 12 years in six countries 
(Canada, China, Jordan, Turkey, 
USA and South Africa), and inferred: 
“Across all countries, parents in 
religious households reported that 
their children expressed more 
empathy and sensitivity for justice 
in everyday life than non-religious 
parents. However, religiousness was 
inversely predictive of children’s 
altruism and positively correlated 
with their punitive tendencies. 
Together these results reveal the 
similarity across countries in how 
religion negatively influences 
children’s altruism, challenging 
the view that religiosity facilitates 
prosocial behavior.”

The purpose of citing this study 
is not to challenge people’s religious 
beliefs, but point out that practicing 
religion is not necessary for character 
building nor for cultivating kinder 
and altruistic traits in our children.

We must inculcate in children 
the values we cherish. A section 
of the younger generation seems 
to have lost interest in secularism. 
Much of this loss of interest is due to 
loss of credibility of the leaders who 
championed the secular cause. The 
RSS and BJP campaign magnified 
the contradictions between the 
rhetoric and lifestyle of the leaders 
who preached secularism, to turn 
voters against their politics.

There is a dire need to create 

contemporary symbols and rituals 
for a secular society that will inspire 
the youth. The younger generation 
worldwide is recognising that it is 
possible to be spiritual without being 
religious, that one does not need 
religion to be moral and just.

There is hope
The  movement  fo r  to ta l 

revolution led by JP and the Lok Pal 
movement created hope for Social 
Democrats. These movements 
inspired by Gandhi’s concept of 
Swaraj were compromised by power 
mongering.

My hope for the future stems 
from the fact that as much as India is 
fiercely religious and nationalistic, at 
heart it is also compassionate. I see 
an opportunity for those who want to 
experiment with a new future based 
on inclusive ideologies. We should 
tap into India’s compassionate soul 
and rebuild a new politics. The path 
to building the modern India of our 
dreams has become harder, but not 
impossible.

The transformation of society 
can happen when citizens start 
thinking creatively about building 
tools and institutions to strengthen 
democracy. For example, Ushahidi, 
a non-profit technology company 
was first developed to map reports 
of violence in Kenya after the 
post-election violence in 2008. 
Since then, thousands have used 
its crowdsourcing tools to raise 
their voice. It has empowered 
marginalised people raise their 
voice. At the same time it has also 
provided organisations and people’s 
representatives a communication 
channel that helps them listen and 
respond to their constituents. 

Closer to home, “I Paid a Bribe 
(IPAB) is an online initiative started 
by Janaagraha is the largest online 
crowd-sourced anti-corruption 
platform in the world today. IPAB 
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uses a crowd-sourcing model 
to collect bribe reports, and to 
build a repository of corruption-
related data across government 
departments. Most importantly, it 
empowers citizens, governments, 
and advocacy organisations to tackle 
retail corruption. As of June 2017, 
IPAB has partnered with 30 other 
countries to create replica IPAB 
sites and begin an international 
Crowdsourcing Against Corruption 
Coalition.” (source:http://www.

janaagraha.org/i-paid-a-bribe/).
 These examples demonstrate 

how systemic transformation of the 
society is possible through innovative 
tools for participation of citizens in 
democracy. Co-creating a vision 
of participatory democracy will 
initiate the building of institutions 
that over time can bring alive the 
dream of Swaraj. This is a cathartic 
moment in the nation’s psychology. 
The results of this election sends a 
message that India has chosen the 

Swastika over Swaraj. However, 
there is hope for a turnaround. Let 
the din on social media not confuse 
us. Let the outcomes of elections not 
deter us. Let us make India a social 
democracy dedicated to the cause 
of Swaraj.

(Uday Dandavate is the founder 
and CEO of SonicRim, a global 
design research company engaged 
in studying people, cultures, and 
change around the world.)

US Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo was adamant—just hours 
after it happened—that the explosions 
on two Norwegian and Japanese oil 
tankers were the responsibility of 
Iran. Iran did this, he said, and Iran 
would have to pay the price. The 
United States government offered no 
evidence for this claim, apart from a 
grainy video that showed little that 
seemed conclusive. Pompeo took no 
questions.

It is important to know that the 
Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe 
was in Tehran at that time. Abe, who 
has been trying to maintain the Iran 
nuclear deal, made no belligerent 
comments, nor did he storm out 
of the country. The head of the 
Japanese shipping company said that 
there was no evidence that this event 
had been conducted by Iran. In fact, 
he disputed the claim that a limpet 
mine had been attached to his ship. 
He said that “flying objects” had 
struck the ship.

The  Norwegian  sh ipping 
company did not make any kind of 
statement about the events either, 
certainly not anything that blamed 

Iran for the incident. The Norwegian 
government remained silent as 
well—no threats of any kind from 
Oslo. The shipping company said an 
investigation would be conducted in 
due course.

The crew from both the vessels 
had been rescued by US and Iranian 
boats and taken to safety.

Chief of Staff of Iranian Armed 
Forces Major General Mohammad 
Hossein Baqeri said that his military 
will not try to close the Strait of 
Hormuz by deceit. If they want to 
close the strait, he said, it will be an 
open military operation. He fully 
denies that Iran hit those two tankers.

No US ship was assaulted. These 
incidents took place in international 
waters—in the Strait of Hormuz, off 
the coasts of Iran and Oman. Not on 
US territory, nor on a US military 
base or on US government property. 
Yet, it was the US government 
that made the claims and made the 
threats. This has become an ugly 
habit.

It has also become impossible 
for the region, where there remains 
an electric sense of foreboding. Will 

Trump be mad enough to launch 
missiles? Will the United States of 
America want to open wider the 
doors of hell in West Asia, doors that 
the United States opened wide with 
its illegal war on Iraq?

Iran Mission Center
In  2017,  the  US Centra l 

Intelligence Agency (CIA) created 
a special unit—the Iran Mission 
Center—to focus attention on the 
US plans against Iran. The initiative 
for this unit came from CIA director 
John Brennan, who left his post 
as the Trump administration came 
into office. Brennan believed that 
the CIA needed to focus attention 
on what the United States sees as 
problem areas—North Korea and 
Iran, for instance. This predated the 
Trump administration.

Brennan’s successor—Mike 
Pompeo, who was CIA director 
for just over a year (until he was 
appointed US Secretary of State)—
continued this policy. The CIA’s 
Iran-related activity had been 
conducted in the Iran Operations 
Division (Persia House). This was 

Have You Heard of the CIA’s Iran Mission Center?

Vijay Prashad
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a section with Iran specialists who 
built up knowledge about political 
and economic developments inside 
Iran and in the Iranian diaspora.

I t  bothered the hawks in 
Washington—as one official told 
me—that Persia House was filled 
with Iran specialists who had no 
special focus on regime change in 
Iran. Some of them, due to their long 
concentration on Iran, had developed 
sensitivity to the country. Trump’s 
people wanted a much more focused 
and belligerent group that would 
provide the kind of intelligence that 
tickled the fancy of his National 
Security Adviser John Bolton.

To head the Iran Mission 
Center, the CIA appointed Michael 
D’Andrea. D’Andrea was central to 
the post-9/11 interrogation program, 
and he ran the CIA’s Counterterrorism 
Center. Assassinations and torture 
were central to his approach.

It was D’Andrea who expanded 
the CIA’s drone strike program, in 
particular the signature strike. The 
signature strike is a particularly 
controversial instrument. The CIA 
was given the allowance to kill 
anyone who fit a certain profile—a 
man of a certain age, for instance, 
with a phone that had been used to 
call someone on a list. The dark arts 
of the CIA are precisely those of 
D’Andrea.

What is germane to his post 
at the Iran Mission Center is that 
D’Andrea is close to the Gulf Arabs, 
a former CIA analyst told me. The 
Gulf Arabs have been pushing 
hard for action against Iran, a view 
shared by D’Andrea and parts of his 
team. For his hard-nosed attitude 
toward Iran, D’Andrea is known—
ironically—as “Ayatollah Mike.”

D’Andrea and people like 
Bolton are part of an ecosystem 
of men who have a visceral hatred 
for Iran and who are close to the 

worldview of the Saudi royal family. 
These are men who are reckless with 
violence, willing to do anything if it 
means provoking a war against Iran. 
Nothing should be put past them.

D’Andrea and the hawks edged 
out several Iran experts from the 
Iran Mission Center, people like 
Margaret Stromecki—who had 
been head of analysis. Others who 
want to offer an alternative to the 
Pompeo–Bolton view of things 
either have also moved on or remain 
silent. There is no space in the Trump 
administration, a former official told 
me, for dissent on the Iran policy.

Saudi Arabia’s War
D’Andrea’s twin outside the 

White House is Thomas Kaplan, the 
billionaire who set up two groups 
that are blindingly for regime change 
in Iran. The two groups are United 
Against Nuclear Iran (UANI) and 
Counter Extremism Project. There is 
nothing subtle here. These groups—
and Kaplan himself—promote an 
agenda of great disparagement of 
Muslims in general and of Iran in 
particular.

Kaplan blamed Iran for the 
creation of ISIS, for it was Iran—
Kaplan said—that “used a terrible 
Sunni movement” to expand its reach 
from “Persia to the Mediterranean.” 
Such absurdity followed from a 
fundamental misreading of Shia 
concepts such as taqiya, which 
means prudence and not—as Kaplan 
and others argue—deceit. Kaplan, 
bizarrely, shares more with ISIS than 
Iran does with that group—since 
both Kaplan and ISIS are driven by 
their hatred of those who follow the 
Shia traditions of Islam.

It is fitting that Kaplan’s anti-Iran 
groups bring together the CIA and 
money. The head of UANI is Mark 
Wallace, who is the chief executive 
of Kaplan’s Tigris Financial Group, 

a financial firm with investments—
which it admits—would benefit 
from “instability in the Middle 
East.” Working with UANI and 
the Counter Extremism Project is 
Norman Roule, a former national 
intelligence manager for Iran in the 
US Office of the Director of National 
Intelligence.

Roule has offered his support to 
the efforts of the Arabia Foundation, 
run by Ali Shihabi—a man with 
close links to the Saudi monarchy. 
The Arabia Foundation was set 
up to do more effective public 
relations work for the Saudis than 
the Saudi diplomats are capable of 
doing. Shihabi is the son of one of 
Saudi Arabia’s most well-regarded 
diplomats, Samir al-Shihabi, who 
played an important role as Saudi 
Arabia’s ambassador to Pakistan 
during the war that created al-Qaeda.

These men—Kaplan and Bolton, 
D’Andrea and Shihabi—are eager to 
use the full force of the US military 
to further the dangerous goals of 
the Gulf Arab royals (of both Saudi 
Arabia and of the UAE). When 
Pompeo walked before cameras, he 
carried their water for them. These 
are men on a mission. They want war 
against Iran.

Evidence, reason. None of this 
is important to them. They will not 
stop until the US bombers deposit 
their deadly payload on Tehran and 
Qom, Isfahan and Shiraz. They will 
do anything to make that our terrible 
reality.

(Vijay Prashad is an Indian historian, 
editor and journalist.)
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is available at
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Patrice Lumumba, the first 
legally elected prime minister of 
the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo (DRC), was assassinated 
on 17 January 1961. This heinous 
crime was a culmination of two 
inter-related assassination plots by 
American and Belgian governments, 
which used Congolese accomplices 
and a Belgian execution squad to 
carry out the deed.

Ludo De Witte, the Belgian 
author of the best book on this crime, 
qualifies it as "the most important 
assassination of the 20th century". 
The assassination's historical 
importance lies in a multitude of 
factors, the most pertinent being the 
global context in which it took place, 
its impact on Congolese politics 
since then and Lumumba's overall 
legacy as a nationalist leader.

For 126 years, the US and 
Belgium have played key roles in 
shaping Congo's destiny. In April 
1884, seven months before the 
Berlin Congress, the US became the 
first country in the world to recognise 
the claims of King Leopold II of the 
Belgians to the territories of the 
Congo Basin.

When the atrocities related 
to brutal economic exploitation 
in Leopold's Congo Free State 
resulted in millions of fatalities, 
the US joined other world powers 
to force Belgium to take over the 
country as a regular colony. And it 
was during the colonial period that 
the US acquired a strategic stake 
in the enormous natural wealth 
of the Congo, following its use 
of the uranium from Congolese 
mines to manufacture the first 

atomic weapons, the Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki bombs.

With the outbreak of the Cold 
War, it was inevitable that the US 
and its western allies would not 
be prepared to let Africans have 
effective control over strategic 
raw materials, lest these fall in 
the hands of their enemies in the 
Soviet camp. It is in this regard that 
Patrice Lumumba's determination to 
achieve genuine independence and 
to have full control over Congo's 
resources in order to utilise them 
to improve the living conditions 
of our people was perceived as 
a threat to Western interests. To 
fight him, the US and Belgium 
used all the tools and resources at 
their disposal, including the United 
Nations secretariat, under Dag 
Hammarskjöld and Ralph Bunche, 
to buy the support of Lumumba's 
Congolese rivals, and hired killers.

I n  C o n g o ,  L u m u m b a ' s 
assassination is rightly viewed as 
the country's original sin. Coming 
less than seven months after 
independence (on 30 June, 1960), 
it was a stumbling block to the 
ideals of national unity, economic 
independence and pan-African 
solidarity that Lumumba had 
championed, as well as a shattering 
blow to the hopes of millions of 
Congolese for freedom and material 
prosperity.

The assassination took place at 
a time when the country had fallen 
under four separate governments: 
the central government in Kinshasa 
(then Léopoldville); a rival central 
government by Lumumba's followers 
in Kisangani (then Stanleyville); 

and the secessionist regimes in the 
mineral-rich provinces of Katanga 
and South Kasai. Since Lumumba's 
physical elimination had removed 
what the West saw as the major 
threat to their interests in the Congo, 
internationally-led efforts were 
undertaken to restore the authority 
of the moderate and pro-Western 
regime in Kinshasa over the entire 
country. These resulted in ending the 
Lumumbist regime in Kisangani in 
August 1961, the secession of South 
Kasai in September 1962, and the 
Katanga secession in January 1963.

No sooner did this unification 
process  end  than  a  r ad ica l 
social movement for a "second 
independence" arose to challenge the 
neocolonial state and its pro-Western 
leadership. This mass movement 
of peasants, workers, the urban 
unemployed, students and lower civil 
servants found an eager leadership 
among Lumumba's lieutenants, 
most of whom had regrouped to 
establish a National Liberation 
Council (CNL) in October 1963 
in Brazzaville, across the Congo 
river from Kinshasa. The strengths 
and weaknesses of this movement 
may serve as a way of gauging the 
overall legacy of Patrice Lumumba 
for Congo and Africa as a whole.

The most positive aspect of this 
legacy was manifest in the selfless 
devotion of Pierre Mulele to radical 
change for purposes of meeting the 
deepest aspirations of the Congolese 
people for democracy and social 
progress. On the other hand, the 
CNL leadership, which included 
Christophe Gbenye and Laurent-
Désiré Kabila, was more interested 

Remembering Patrice Lumumba

Georges Nzongola-Ntalaja
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in power and its attendant privileges 
than in the people's welfare. This is 
Lumumbism in words rather than in 
deeds. As president three decades 
later, Laurent Kabila did little to 
move from words to deeds.

More importantly, the greatest 
legacy that Lumumba left for 

Congo is the ideal of national unity. 
Recently, a Congolese radio station 
asked me whether the independence 
of South Sudan should be a matter 
of concern with respect to national 
unity in the Congo. I responded 
that since Patrice Lumumba has 
died for Congo's unity, our people 

will remain utterly steadfast in their 
defence of our national unity.

(Georges Nzongola-Ntalaja is 
professor of African and Afro-
American studies at the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.) 

On June 6, 2019, the second 
anniversary of the Mandsaur firing, 
in which six farmers were reportedly 
killed after the police opened fire, 
thousands of farmers from across 
the nation, under the banner of the 
All India Kisan Sangharsh Samiti 
(AIKSS), a platform of 208 farmers’ 
organisations, gathered in Takrawad 
village, Mandsaur district, Madhya 
Pradesh (MP) to pay tribute to the 
martyrs. The farmers are celebrating 
‘Shahid Divas’ (Martyrs Day) under 
the chairmanship of Balaram Patidar, 
uncle of one of the martyrs.

After paying tributes, the farmer 
organisations demanded that the 
government must erect a memorial 
for the sacrifice of the farmers and 
acknowledge their courageous act in 
the history of the farmers movement. 
They also demanded that the false 
cases that have been lodged against 
the farmers after the 2017 Mandsaur 
protest be  withdrawn. Also, the 
alleged murderers, including the 
police personnel who opened fire 
on the farmers be arrested. They 
also reiterated their long-standing 
demand of getting a  fair price for 
their produce.

The protest was attended by 
multiple farmer organisations and 
their leaders, including Comrade 
Premsingh Gehlawat, National 
Vice President of the All India 
Kisan Mahasabha; Comrade Ishwari 
Prasad, National Secretary All India 

Kisan Mahasabha; Shri Rajendra 
Purohit, MP State President, Shri 
Rajesh Vairagi, State secretary, and 
Shri Dilip Patidar, Mandsaur district 
President, Kisan Sangharsh Samiti.

The leaders present at the protest 
were angry at the MP Chief Minister, 
Kamal Nath, who just paid tribute to 
the martyrs via twitter. The farmer 
leaders have called this move as 
“insufficient and insensitive.” 

Former MP and farmers’ leader 
from Maharashtra, Raju Shetti, said 
“Assurances to farmers demand 
is not enough anymore. If the 
Swabhimani Shantakari Sangathan 
in Maharashtra can force the 
government to revise the prices of 
sugarcane and milk, it surely can 
do justice to the farmers of Madhya 
Pradesh.” He further added that 
if their demands are not accepted, 
the farmers will organise their 
demonstration outside the CM’s 
residence.

Madhuresh Kumar, National 
Convener of National Alliance 
of People’s Movements said, 
“Our struggle is against atrocities, 
exploitation and injustice, whether 
it is in Narmada, Mandsaur or 
Tuticorin. Our aim is to change the 
present system.”

MP state president of the All 
India Kisan Sabha, Mr. Jaswinder 
Singh, said “We are struggling to 
stop the exploitation of the farmers 
and workers. When the farmers buy 

and sell agricultural produce, they 
are all farmers, but caste and money 
assumes a dominant role during 
elections and thus their electoral 
power is divided.”

Expressing the fears of the 
farming community after the 
landslide victory of the BJP, 
Shailendra Singh from Centre of 
Indian Trade Unions (CITU) said, 
“it is not the opposition that has lost 
in the current elections, instead the 
country's unemployed, farmers and 
labourers have been at huge loss 
and the capitalists have assumed the 
seats of power.”

Warning that the Congress 
government in the state might 
lose power if they continue to 
ignore the demands of the farmers, 
Kisan Sangharsh Samiti’s Executive 
President, and former MLA Dr. 
Sunilam, said “the MP Congress 
government is counting its last 
breaths, the oxygen tube is in the 
hands of Amit Shah and Modi, 
they can make the government fall 
whenever they want to. In such a 
situation, the Congress Government 
should immediately take to fulfilling 
the farmers’ demands, who have 
a considerable contribution to the 
formation of their government.”

What happened in Mandsaur two 
years ago?

On June 6, 2017 farmers had 
gathered in Mandsaur, a drought-

Farmers Protest in Mandsaur on Second Anniversary of Firing
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ravaged region, to demand fair 
prices for their produce as 2017 
was the second year of a bumper 
onion crop with no buyers, forcing 
the farmers to sell their produce at 
Rs 2 to 3 per kg. They were also 
demanding loan waivers.

The protest gradually turned 
turned violent and the police as 
well as the jawans from the Central 
Reserve Police Force started firing 
on the protestors. This led to the 
death of five on the spot and one 
succumbed to the injuries the next 
day.

After intense protests, the then 
BJP state government appointed a 
commission under the chairmanship 
of retired High Court Justice J.K. Jain 
that was tasked with investigating 
the deadly firing. The commission 
concluded that the police and the 
CRPF were not to blame for the 
incident as they were forced to open 
fire and thus were given a clean chit!

Subsequently, with elections 
approaching, the then BJP CM 
Shivraj Singh Chauhan, in a bid 
to win over farmers’ sympathies, 
launched the Bhavanter Bhugtan 
Yojna, which promised to pay 
farmers the difference between 
the average sale price and the 
government mandated minimum 
support price (MSP). However, 
farmers alleged that the scheme 
only benefited the big farmers with 
bargaining power. This was a major 
factor behind BJP’s defeat in the 
assembly elections.

Immediately after coming to 
power, MP CM Kamal Nath cleared 
a proposal for waiving farm loans, 
as promised. The entire farming 
community was euphoric and started 
applying for the waivers. However, 
the excitement was short lived!

Soon after the scheme kicked in, 
there were reports of scams by the 

Bolstering global demands to 
#BreakFreeFromPlastic and end the 
world's worsening pollution crisis, a 
new study from the United Kingdom 
found microplastic contamination 
in the UK’s lake and rivers, in 
groundwater in the US and along 
the Yangtze river in China and the 
coast of Spain.

Humans are known to consume 
the tiny plastic particles via food 
and water, but the possible health 
effects on people and ecosystems 
have yet to be determined. One 
study, in Singapore, has found that 
microplastics can harbour harmful 
microbes.

The new analysis in the UK 
found microplastic pollution in 
all 10 lakes, rivers and reservoirs 
sampled. More than 1,000 small 
pieces of plastic per litre were found 
in the River Tame, near Manchester, 
which was revealed last year as the 
most contaminated place yet tested 
worldwide. Even in relatively remote 
places such as the Falls of Dochart 
and Loch Lomond in Scotland, two 
or three pieces per litre were found.

“It was startling. I wasn’t 
expecting to find as much as we 

did,” said Christian Dunn at Bangor 
University, Wales, who led the 
work. “It is quite depressing they 
were there in some of our country’s 
most iconic locations. I’m sure 
Wordsworth would not be happy to 
discover his beloved Ullswater in 
the Lake District was polluted with 
plastic.

“Microplastics are being found 
absolutely everywhere [but] we do 
not know the dangers they could 
be posing. It’s no use looking back 
in 20 years time and saying: ‘If 
only we’d realised just how bad it 
was.’ We need to be monitoring our 
waters now and we need to think, as 
a country and a world, how we can 
be reducing our reliance on plastic.”

The River Thames in London 
was found to have about 80 
microplastic particles per litre, as 
was the River Cegin in North Wales. 
The Blackwater River in Essex had 
15. Ullswater has 30 and the Llyn 
Cefni reservoir on Anglesey 40.

Microplastics have been shown 
to harm marine life when mistaken 
for food and were found inside 
every marine mammal studied in 
a recent UK survey. They were 

Microplastic Pollution ‘Absolutely Everywhere’ 

Damian Carrington

banks with some farmers alleging 
that their names were included in 
the list of defaulters even when 
they hadn’t taken a loan or the loan 
amount was higher than the original 
amount. There have also been 
allegations that not a single farmer 
has benefited from this waiver as yet. 
This created immense resentment 
among the farmers and they started 
losing faith in the Congress.

Now what has angered the 

farmers more is Kamal Nath’s 
tweet  “Today is  the  second 
anniversary of Mandsaur firing. 
Tribute to six farmers killed in this 
barbarous firing.” He also added, 
“Our government is determined to 
punish the accused of this firing, 
to give justice to the victims and to 
withdraw the false cases registered 
against the innocent farmers (during 
protests).”

Courtesy: Sabrangindia
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revealed in 2017 to be in tap water 
around the world and in October to 
be consumed by people in Europe, 
Japan and Russia.

“Microplastic has been found 
in our rivers, our highest mountains 
and our deepest oceans,” said Julian 
Kirby, a plastics campaigner at 
Friends of the Earth who helped 
collect water samples for the new 
UK study. He urged MPs to back 
legislation “to drastically reduce 
the flow of plastic pollution that’s 
blighting our environment”.

Research by the National 
University of Singapore found 
more than 400 types of bacteria on 
275 pieces of microplastic collected 
from local beaches. They included 
bugs that cause gastroenteritis and 
wound infections in humans, as well 

as those linked to the bleaching of 
coral reefs.

Defined as smaller than 5mm in 
size, microplastics have also been 
found underground in limestone 
aquifers in Illinois, US, at a level of 
15 particles per litre. This type of 
groundwater source provides about 
a quarter of the world’s drinking 
water.

Other recent studies have found 
microplastics in bottom-living 
creatures and sediments taken from 
the North Sea and the Barents 
Sea. High concentrations were 
also foundin the middle and lower 
reaches of the Yangtze River and 
along the Mediterranean coast of 
Spain.

Microplastics are shed by 
synthetic clothing, vehicle tyres 

and the spillage of plastic pellets 
used by manufacturers. The physical 
breakdown of plastic litter also 
creates them. Rain washes them into 
rivers and the sea, but they can also 
be blown by the wind and end up in 
fields when treated sewage waste is 
used as fertiliser.

Kirsten Thompson from the 
University of Exeter, who is working 
with Greenpeace on a survey of 
microplastics in the UK’s major 
rivers, said: “We hope our research 
will help uncover exactly where this 
plastic is coming from and what 
impact it may be having.”

(Damian  Carr ing ton  i s  the 
Guardian's Environment editor.)

Recently, the 75th Anniversary 
of the invasion of Normandy was 
commemorated. But here are some 
little known facts about World War 
II.

The sixty or seventy million 
men, women and children didn’t 
die because of Adolph Hitler, they 
perished because the wealthy in the 
US and Western Europe empowered 
Adolph Hitler to make war. 

The Treaty of Versailles that 
ended the First World War forced 
reduction of the strength of the 
German army from 4,500,000 in 
1918 to 100,000. Its navy was not 
to exceed 15,000 men, including 
manning for the fleet, coast defenses, 
signal stations, administration, and 
other land services. Heavy weapons 

armored vehicles, submarines and 
capital ships were forbidden, as were 
aircraft of any kind. Compliance 
with these restrictions was monitored 
until 1927 by the Military Inter-
Allied Commission of Control.

1918 to 1929 was a already a 
time of low economic growth and 
mass unemployment. The Wall 
Street Crash during the autumn of 
1929 had grave consequences for 
Germany. German unemployment 
brought suffering to 20 million 
people. All over Germany there were 
people desperate for money needed 
to feed, clothe and house their 
families. Many of the homeless were 
camping out in the parks of Berlin.

There is simply no way an 
i m p o v e r i s h e d  a n d  u t t e r l y 
demilitarised Nazi Germany, with no 

air force, a tiny navy, no armoured 
vehicles, no heavy weapons and a 
small army, could have on its own, 
built its armed forces up to the 
most powerful military in the world 
during the first six years of Hitler’s 
rule without the colossal and crucial 
investments in, and joint venturing 
by, top US corporations in low 
wage Nazi Germany—in outright 
violation of the Versailles Treaty 
prohibition of German rearmament. 
There is no way Hitler could have 
begun a world war and a multi-
nation Holocaust when he did 
without the enormous financial 
and technical help he received 
from the United States of America. 
England and France also cooperated, 
especially in agreeing to allow the 
abandonment of the prohibitions on 

WWII Could Not Have Happened Without US Help in  
Rearming Germany 

Jay Janson
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German rearmament. Western media 
defended the building up of Nazi 
Germany’s military as a ‘bulwark’ 
against the Soviet Union.

H i t l e r  h a d  e m p h a s i s e d 
Germany’s need for ‘Lebensraum’ 
(‘living space’), insisting Germany’s 
19th century motto ‘Drang Nach 
Osten’ (‘push to the East,’ a slogan 
designating German expansion 
into Slavic lands), must become 
a reality. All this was strikingly 
proclaimed by Hitler in his book 
Mein Kampf, which by 1939 had 
sold 5.2 million copies in eleven 
languages. [Britannica]

Hitler’s uncompromising lethal 
condemnation of communism and 
the very existence of Wall Street’s 
archenemy, the socialist Soviet 
Union, must have impressed the 
US and European wealthy, whose 
‘rule’ was threatened by socialist 
fervor and riots at home, fuelled by 
the ongoing Great Depression that 
had rendered millions unemployed. 
Newsreels of massive and violent 
riots in many US cities can be 
seen on YouTube at ‘Riots Across 
America – The Great Depression.’ 

Below is an excerpt from British 
American scholar Anthony B. 
Sutton’s Wall Street and the Rise of 
Hitler (Anthony Sutton was research 
fellow at Stanford University’s 
Hoover Institution from 1968 to 
1973):

The contribution made by 
American capitalism to German war 
preparations before 1940 can only 
be described as phenomenal. It was 
certainly crucial to German military 
capabilities. For instance, in 1934 
Germany produced domestically 
only 300,000 tons of natural 
petroleum products and less than 
800,000 tons of synthetic gasoline. 
Yet, ten years later in World War 
II, after transfer of the Standard 

Oil of New Jersey hydrogenation 
patents and technology to I. G. 
Farben, Germany produced about 
6 1/2 million tons of oil—of which 
85 percent was synthetic oil using 
the Standard Oil hydrogenation 
process. . . .

Moreover, American assistance 
to Nazi war efforts extended into 
other areas. The two largest tank 
producers in Hitler's Germany were 
Opel, a wholly owned subsidiary 
of General Motors (controlled 
by the J.P. Morgan firm), and the 
Ford A. G. subsidiary of the Ford 
Motor Company of Detroit. The 
Nazis granted tax-exempt status to 
Opel in 1936, to enable General 
Motors to expand its production 
facilities. General Motors obligingly 
reinvested the resulting profits 
into German industry. Henry Ford 
was decorated by the Nazis for his 
services to Nazism. Alcoa and Dow 
Chemical worked closely with Nazi 
industry with numerous transfers 
of their domestic US technology. 
Bendix Aviation, in which the J.P. 
Morgan-controlled General Motors 
firm had a major stock interest, 
supplied Siemens & Halske A. G. 
in Germany with data on automatic 
pilots and aircraft instruments. . . .

In brief, American companies 
associated with the Morgan-
Rockefeller international investment 
bankers . . . were intimately related 
to the growth of Nazi industry. It is 
important to note . . . that General 
Motors, Ford, General Electric, 
DuPont and the handful of US 
companies intimately involved with 
the development of Nazi Germany 
were—except for the Ford Motor 
Company—controlled by the Wall 
Street elite—the J.P. Morgan firm, 
the Rockefeller Chase Bank and to a 
lesser extent the Warburg Manhattan 
Bank.

Beginning in 1935, GM built 
a factory in Berlin for the purpose 
of manufacturing “Blitz” trucks 
for the Wehrmacht. Ford began 
building similar trucks around the 
same time, but GM was the number 
one producer of the vehicles that 
were vital for the quick conquests 
of Poland, France, and much of 
the Soviet Union. Albert Speer, 
the minister of armaments and 
war production, claimed that the 
rubber GM supplied was the key to 
the ability of the Germans to wage 
war the way they did. [Michael 
Dobbs, “Ford and GM Scrutinised 
for Alleged Nazi Collaboration”, 
Washington Post, November 30, 
1998.]

In July 1938, before the outbreak 
of war, the German consul at 
Cleveland gave Ford, on his 75th 
birthday, the award of the Grand 
Cross of the German Eagle, the 
highest medal Nazi Germany could 
bestow on a foreigner. General 
Motors and Ford controlled 70 
percent of the German car market 
at the outbreak of war in 1939 
and rapidly retooled themselves to 
become suppliers of war materiel 
to the German army. American 
managers of both GM and Ford 
went along with the conversion 
of their German plants to military 
production at a time when US 
government documents show they 
were still resisting calls by the 
Roosevelt administration to step up 
military production in their plants 
at home.[Ibid.] In 1998, it came out 
that the Third Reich was providing 
Ford’s factory in Cologne with 1,200 
Russian slaves.[Simon English, 
“Ford ‘used slave labour’ in Nazi 
German plants”, The Telegraph, 
November 3, 2003.]

In 1941, Alcoa had a monopoly 
on aluminum in addition to owning 
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a massive amount of America’s 
electricity production and other 
minerals. It sent so much of its 
aluminum product over to Germany 
that when the US involvement in 
the war began, there was a massive 
aluminum production shortage in 
America. Alcoa essentially sold the 
Axis powers much of the material 
to build their war machines. [Glen 
Yeadon and John Hawkins, The 
Nazi Hydra in America: Suppressed 
History of a Century, Progressive 
Press, 2008.]

During the early 1930s, Fritz 
Thyssen ran a business that he used 
to help finance Adolf Hitler’s rise to 
power. Brown Brothers Harriman 
was a subsidiary company that 
he used as a base of American 
operations. Prescott Bush, father 
of Ex-President George Bush and 
grandfather of Ex-President George 
W. Bush, was on the board of 
directors for BBH and his business 
deal ings continued unti l  his 
company’s assets were seized by 
the federal government in 1942 
under the Trading with the Enemy 
Act. [Edwin Black, Nazi Nexus: 
America’s Corporate Connections 
to Hitler’s Holocaust, Dialog Press, 
2009.]

Dow Chemical was one of the 
companies that provided an insane 
amount of material to the Nazis, 
including not only raw materials 
but also American technological 
innovations in regards to oil refinery.

The Chase Manhattan Bank’s 
form of colluding with the Reich was 
particularly heinous. It functioned as 
the bank for foreign transactions for 
fascist Vichy France, and because 
Carlos Niedermann,  Chase’s 
representative in Paris, had very 
good personal relations with the 
Nazis, he agreed to their request that 
the bank seize the assets of at least 

one hundred Parisian Jews. 
How Allied multinationals 

supplied Nazi Germany even during 
World War II is detailed in Trading 
With the Enemy: An Expose of The 
Nazi-American Money-Plot 1933–
1949 by Charles Higham, Delacorte 
Press, New York, 1983. Charles 
Higham is the son of a former UK 
MP and Cabinet member. Here is an 
excerpt from the cover blurb:

Behind the patriotic propaganda 
that encouraged the working class 
to slaughter each other, war means 
business as usual for international 
capital. Higham starts with an 
account of the Bank for International 
Settlements in Basel, Switzerland—a 
Nazi-controlled bank presided 
over by an American, Thomas H. 
McKittrick, even in 1944. While 
Americans were dying in the war, 
McKittrick sat down with his 
German, Japanese, Italian, British 
and American executive staff to 
discuss the gold bars that had been 
sent to the Bank earlier that year 
by the Nazi government for use by 
its leaders after the war. This was 
gold that had been looted from 
the banks of Austria, Belgium, and 
Czechoslovakia or melted down 
from teeth fillings, eyeglass frames, 
and wedding rings of millions of 
murdered Jews.

But that is only one of the cases 
detailed in this book. We have 
Standard Oil shipping enemy fuel 
through Switzerland for the Nazi 
occupation forces in France; Ford 
trucks transporting German troops; 
I.T.T. helping supply the rocket 
bombs that marauded much of 
London ; and I.T.T. building the 
Focke-Wulfs that dropped those 
bombs. Long and shocking is the list 
of diplomats and businessmen alike 
who had their own ways of profiting 
from the war.

After the war, I.T.T. and General 
Motors both received millions of 
dollars in compensation for the 
damage to their factories in Germany 
from  Allied bombing.

Standard Oil shipped enemy fuel 
through Switzerland for the Nazi 
occupation forces in France. On 
September 22,1947, Judge Charles 
Clark delivered the final word on 
the subject. He said, “Standard Oil 
can be considered an enemy national 
in view of its relationships with I.G. 
Farben—after the United States 
and Germany had become active 
enemies.” The appeal was denied. 
[“The Treason Of Rockefeller 
Standard Oil During World War II”, 
The American Chronicle, February 
4, 2012.]

The bottom line is that, while 
British and US soldiers were dying 
at the hands of the Nazi war machine, 
and Jews were being exterminated in 
tens of thousands, British and US 
companies which had invested in 
post-WW I Germany continued to 
sympathise and trade with the Nazi 
regime. The bombs that levelled so 
many British cities and killed so 
many women and children may well 
have been manufactured in Germany, 
but it was largely British and US 
money that provided Hitler with the 
parts, and the fuel to dispatch them 
to allied targets. [Rodney Atkinson, 
Europe's Full Circle, Compuprint 
Publishing, 1996.] Both at the 
Normandy landing and in Russia, 
many Nazi tanks had GM motors and 
downed German planes were found 
to have GE engines.

That the Second World War 
was a ‘good war,’ a fight against a 
madman who had brought it about, 
has been a major and fundamental 
deception spread by Wall Street 
o w n e d  m e d i a  a n d  m o v i e s . 
So pervasively universal is the 
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deception that even the outcry of 
the German Counsel for the Defense 
while summing up his deposition at 
the Nuremberg trial, which can be 
heard in the blockbuster American 
movie Judgement at Nuremberg, 
has been largely ignored, “Where is 
the responsibility of those American 
industrialists, who helped Hitler to 
rebuild his armaments and profited 
by that rebuilding?!! Are we not 
to find the American industrialists 
guilty?”

Edwin Black, in his book 
IBM and the Holocaust raises the 
important question as to whether 
Hitler’s extermination of the Jews 
would have taken place on such 
a huge scale without the harvest 
of deadly information recorded 
by  the  Hol le r i th  mach ines , 
on IBM punch cards. In 1933, 
International Business Machines 
began providing Germany with 
punchcard machines that functioned 
as precursors to modern computers 
and databases. Documents have 
since been uncovered that show that 
as late as 1941, IBM was working in 
tandem with the Reich to liquidate 
Jews in Holland. IBM employees 
were training SS personnel how 
to use their machines to record 
the movement, sorting, and mass 
execution of people, at times right 
in the headquarters of death camps. 
[Jack Beatty, “Hitler’s Willing 
Business Partners”, The Atlantic,  
April, 2001.]

The rearming of Germany made 
possible Hitler’s invasions of twenty-
two countries and brought world war 
to Asia, for Japan would not have 
dared to attack and declare war on 
the United States of America without 
it being able to count on an alliance 
with an awesomely rearmed Nazi 
Germany, along with Italy, Romania, 
Hungary, Bulgaria and Albania, all 

of whom declared war on the USA 
immediately after Japan’s attack on 
Pearl Harbor. The Second World 
War and the Holocaust, which made 
America the biggest power in the 
world, is estimated to have taken the 
lives of 60 to 70 million men, women 
and children. Within this total were 
28 million citizens of the Soviet 
Union, which had been the target 
goal for the rearming of Germany 
by a consensus of the wealthiest 
American and European capitalists. 
A further plus for Wall Street was 
that half the cities of its archenemy, 
the USSR, lay in ruins. 

Finian Cunningham’s has 
written an excellent article detailing 
the great deception manufactured by 
the media about WW II. He writes

European fascism headed 
up by Nazi Germany, along with 
Mussolini in Italy, Franco in 
Spain and Salazar in Portugal, 
was not some aberrant force that 
sprang from nowhere during the 
1920s–1930s. The movement was a 
deliberate cultivation by the rulers 
of Anglo-American capitalism. 
European fascism may have been 
labeled “national socialism” but 
its root ideology was very much 
one opposed to overturning the 
fundamental capitalist order. It was 
an authoritarian drive to safeguard 
the capitalist order, which viewed 
genuine worker-based socialism as 
an enemy to be ruthlessly crushed.

This is what made European 
fascism so appealing to the Western 
capitalist ruling class in those times. 
In particular, Nazi Germany was 
viewed by the Western elite as a 
bulwark against possible socialist 
revolution inspired by the Russian 
revolution of 1917. 

I t  is  no coincidence that 
American capital investment in 
Nazi Germany between 1929–1940 

far outpaced that in any other 
European country . . . The industrial 
rearmament of Germany (despite the 
strictures of the Versailles Treaty 
signed at the end of World War One, 
which were ignored) was indeed 
facilitated by the American and 
British capitalist ruling classes. 
When Hitler annexed Austria and 
the Czech Sudetenland in 1938, it 
was ignored. This was not out of 
complacent appeasement, as widely 
believed, but rather out of a far 
more active, albeit secretive, policy 
of collusion. British Conservative 
leader Neville Chamberlain and his 
ruling cohort were intent on giving 
Nazi Germany a “free hand” for 
eastward expansionism. 

The real target for the Western 
sponsors of the Nazi war machine 
was an attack on the Soviet Union 
in order to destroy, in their view, the 
source of international revolutionary 
socialism. In the 1930s, the very 
exis tence of  capi tal ism was 
teetering on the edge amid the 
Great Depression, massive poverty 
and seething popular discontent in 
the US, Britain and other Western 
countries. The entire Western 
capitalist order was under imminent 
threat from its own masses. This 
is the historical context for the 
Western-backed rise of European 
fascism. 

Look at some of the undisputed 
figures from the Second World War. 
. . . Some 14 million Red Army 
soldiers died in the eventual defeat of 
Nazi Germany, compared with less 
than 400,000 military each from the 
US and Britain. These figures tell us 
where the Nazi German war effort 
was primarily directed towards—
the Soviet Union, as the Western 
imperialist rulers had hoped in their 
initial sponsoring of Nazi and other 
European fascist regimes during 
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the 1930s. [Finian Cunningham, 
“World War II Continues… Against 
Russia”, PressTV, May 13, 2014.]

Why did Soviet leaders and 
writers, even when the West was 
spreading lies about the Soviet 
Union during the Cold War, not hold 
the West responsible for WW II by 
having rearmed Germany, with the 
declared intention of the destruction 
of the USSR? This has been a 
mystery to this peoples historian. All 
the investments and joint venturing 
of US (and European) corporations 
in building up Hitler’s Wehrmacht 
to the world’s number one military 
in only six years are documented in 
both business records and tax records 
of US, Germany and other nations 
and are in great part available on the 
Internet with quite comprehensive 
statistics, a modest amount of which 
are presented in this essay.

The only plausible answer for 
this is the shame for the Molotov–
Ribbentrop pact between the Soviet 
Union and Nazi Germany. However, 
given the fact that the Western 
powers were openly arming Nazi 
Germany so to make it a “bulwark 
against communist Soviet Union,” 
and had refused all entreaties of the 
Soviets to form a protective alliance 
in the face of Hitler’s ever increasing 
power and belligerence, Stalin’s 
signing of a non-aggression pact 
with Germany was probably a last 
resort defense of Russia.

In his book, Mission to Moscow, 
(later made into a film too), Joseph 
Davies, the US ambassador to Russia 
from 1936 to 1938, chronicles the 
desperation of the Russians in 1937 
for not being able to get England 
and France to agree to a defensive 
alliance. They were fully aware 
that the rearming of Germany was 
directed at the Soviet Union. By the 
surprise non-aggression pact with 

Nazi Germany, Stalin derailed for 
the moment the West’s plan to have 
Hitler invade the USSR. This gained 
the Soviet Union the time to build 
the tanks that would later defeat the 
Nazi invasion. 

R e c e n t l y,  i n  2 0 1 4 ,  t h e 
Russian President Vladimir Putin 
in a comment on the Molotov–
Ribbentrop pact in 2014 put the 
blame for the Nazi-USSR pact on 
the 1938 Munich Agreement, in 
which France and Britain appeased 
Adolf Hitler by acquiescing to his 
occupation of Czechoslovakia's 
Sudetenland. 

The arming of Nazi Germany 
for an attack on the Soviet Union 
was a continuance of the colonial 
powers policy of total  destruction 
of the Soviet Russia since it’s 
inception. In 1917,  after suffering 
more deaths than the other empires 
in a colonial powered First World 
War, the Russians had overthrown 
their Tsar and their capitalists, and 
had declared a socialist government. 
Almost immediately, fourteen armies 
of twelve capitalist nations, many of 
them former WW I allies of Russia, 
invaded Russia in a bid to overthrow 
the revolutionary regime. The US 
sent two armies, one to Murmansk, 
the other to Vladivostok. Their 
attempt failed, but the war took the 
lives of millions.  

The Western corporate arming 
of Hitler was in all probability the 
continuation of the destructive 
efforts of the US and other colonial 
powers since 1919 to strangulate 
the Soviet Union. (Churchill had 
declared that Bolshevism must be 
“strangled in its cradle.”)

That the Second World War Was 
A ‘Good War,’ ‘Good’ Triumphing 
Over ‘Evil,’ has been a Gargantuan 
Deception, Ominously Conditioning 

All  of Humanity to Tolerate 
Profitable Genocide Ad Infinitum!

(Jay Janson is an archival 
research peoples historian activist, 
musician and writer, presently 
residing in New York.)
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