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When the saffron brigade had 
laid siege to the Bababudangiri 
Dargah in Karnataka, calling it the 
‘Ayodhya of the South’, journalist 
Gauri Lankesh mobilised writers 
and intellectuals to rally against the 
Hindutva surge in the historical site. 
In this piece published on December 
3, 2003 in Lankesh Patrike, Gauri 
had recalled how Girish Karnad had 
eagerly joined the effort to preserve 
communal harmony. The Special 
Investigation Team probing Gauri’s 
assassination has found evidence 
that suggests that Karnad had been 
first on the hit list of the same right-
wing group that killed Gauri. We are 
publishing this piece, taken from The 
Wire, in memory of Girish Karnad, 
who passed away on June 10. 

Such amazing things happened 
over the two weeks when we 
organised communal harmony 
meetings at Chikmagalur and 
Bababudangiri, and called upon 
people to stop Karnataka from 
becoming another Gujarat and 
Bababudangiri from being turned 
into Ayodhya by the saffron brigade. 
. . . I am confused about where to 
even begin!

The writer Girish Karnad, who 
had already expressed his support to 
protecting Bababudangiri which is a 
symbol of harmony, called me up and 

When Girish Karnad Joined the Fight to 
Preserve Bababudangiri

Gauri Lankesh

asked, “Shall we make a trip there to 
understand the ground reality before 
the communal harmony conference 
on December 7 and 8?”

“It’s a beautiful idea, let’s go,” I 
said. Karnad, Dr K. Marulasiddappa, 
G.K. Govind Rao, Shudra Shrinivas, 
Professor V.S. Sridhara and I headed 
to Chikmagalur in a Tata Qualis.

On the way we discussed the 
uniqueness of Bababudangiri and 
the poisonous environment being 
created around it by the saffron 
brigade. It is no secret that the 
monkeys of the Bajrang Dal are 
gearing up to create disruptions at 
Bababudangiri this year. The slogans 
of the Bajrang Dal last year stand 
testimony to this. Shridhar showed 
me the photos taken last year. One 
of the photos had a banner with the 
slogan: ‘Committed to friendship, 
but ready to destroy!’

Karnad was furious when he 
read this. He thundered, “Whom do 
they want to destroy? Look at the 
words they use. ‘Muscle power’, 
‘streams of blood’, ‘destroying the 
enemy’ . . . Is this even Kannada?”

Marulasiddappa remarked, “Our 
culture was shaped by Basavanna, 
Sharif, Kanakadasa and Kuvempu. 
‘Compassion is the core of religion’. 
. . This is the basis of Karnataka’s 
religion. But these Bajrang Dal types 
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know only the language of Modi and 
Togadia.”

That photo had also captured 
the ‘demands’ of the Bajrang 
Dal—offering pooja at Dattapitha, 
installation of an idol, appointment 
of a priest, the removal of the tombs 
around Dattapitha and declaration of 
this entire region as a holy place for 
the Hindus.

The Bajrang Dal has made the 
same demands this year too. The 
Bharatiya Janata Party has declared 
its full support to them.

But every demand of the Bajrang 
Dal stands in direct contravention 
of the Supreme Court’s judgment. 
Meeting even one of these demands 
would amount to contempt of court. 
It is no surprise that the ignorant BJP 
supporters are unaware of this.

We discussed the judgment of the 
Supreme Court on Bababudangiri. 
According to this judgment, only 
the rituals that were practised till 
June 1975 can be continued and 
no new rituals are to be allowed. 
It had also listed the religious 
practices that were being followed 
in Bababudangiri.

Many of the rituals seen in 
Hindu temples are followed here. 
They are:
1.	 Offering	flowers	to	the	paadukas 

(footwear of the godhead).
2. Lighting the lamp.
3. Giving theertha (holy water) to 

the devotees.
4. Breaking coconuts as an offering.
5. Paying respects to the religious 

heads of Hindu mathas.
6. Blessing devotees by stroking 

their heads with peacock feathers.
The judges of the Supreme Court 

who wrote the judgment (in 1975) 
extolled the uniquely harmonious 
character of this holy shrine. In the 
judgment they said that while all 
the talk of ‘Ram-Rahim’ is often 
a cliché, it is a living tradition 
here. The judges further said that 

above all, one needs to appreciate 
the stand taken by the shakhadri, 
the hereditary administrator of the 
shrine. Himself a Muslim, he had 
said that this holy space does not 
belong to just Muslims but as much 
to Hindu devotees. It is to be equally 
appreciated that Hindus, who are 
petitioners, have not claimed that the 
place is exclusively of the Hindus 
even though it has paadukas and 
nanda deepa.

T h e  M u s l i m s  w h o  h a v e 
been worshipping at this place 
for hundreds of years have never 
claimed this space exclusively for 
themselves, the court noted. The 
Wakf Board, meanwhile, is trying 
to stake a claim over this space. 
When the world is falling apart 
because	of	fissures	between	religions	
and castes, this contentious centre, 
Guru Dattatreya Bababudanswamy 
Dargah, is a great example of real 
secularism, the judges said.

It is an act of evil that in such a 
place, an orthodox Hindu party like 
the BJP and its hell-raising arm, the 
Bajrang Dal, are demanding the 
appointment of a priest (I need not 
emphasise that it will be a brahmin) 
and the razing of tombs. They are 
keen to proclaim it a Hindu holy 
place.

Girish Karnad ridiculed the 
whole idea, saying, “Datta Jayanti 
or Datta Maala are not our tradition 
at all. It is not religion but politics in 
the name of religion that is behind 
such practices. It is very easy to 
understand the conspiracy behind 
brahminising the Dattatreya of the 
Natha tradition who had rejected the 
caste system.”

T h e  G u r u  D a t t a t r e y a 
Bababudanswamy Dargah has its 
own history. Dada Hayat, who had 
come to Chandra Drona Mountain 
from Arabia, won the appreciation 
of shudras and dalits, then suffering 
at the hands of local chieftains, by 

helping them. Some, impressed by 
the love, compassion, and tolerance 
shown by Dada Hayat, converted 
to Islam while many others became 
devotees of Dada Hayat without 
severing ties with their old religion, 
but by calling him an avatar of 
Dattatreya himself. There is a reason 
for this too. In Hindu mythology, 
Vishnu takes the avatar of Dattatreya 
to free people from slavery. So the 
Hindu devotees saw Dattatreya in 
Dada Hayat and gave him a Hindu 
name. It was common to give 
Muslim Sufi saints Hindu names 
back then. For example, Bijapur’s 
Sufi saint Khwaja Ameenuddin 
Allah was called Brahmanandayike 
Swamy by the Hindu devotees and 
Tintini’s Moiddeen was ‘Hinduised’ 
as Muniyappa.

In due course, the two names 
Dada Hayat and Dattatreya became 
one, and in the land documents of 
the dargah, the shakhadri came to be 
called ‘Jagadguru’. Both Hindu and 
Muslim kings have been devotees 
of this place for centuries. There 
was	a	steady	flow	of	money	to	this	
dargah during Rani Chennamma’s 
time. Haider Ali also provided 
resources for its upkeep. Tipu Sultan 
granted hundreds of acres of land. Sri 
Krishnaraja Wodeyar III visited the 
dargah multiple times for religious 
counsel from the pir. Not just that, 
the Mysore king provided special 
privileges to 16 Hindu religious 
authorities and Shri Guru Dattatreya 
Bababudanswamy Jagadguru. No 
other Muslim religious head was 
given this privilege.

In such a place the saffron 
brigade now wants homa, yoga, 
yagna, pooja . . . and such other 
pointless rituals.

(Gauri Lankesh was a journalist 
turned activist from Bangalore, who 
was murdered by assailants outside 
her home on September 5, 2017.)
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The Gathering Storm Clouds of Recession

Prabhat Patnaik

The  Index  o f  Indus t r i a l 
Production	has	for	the	first	time	since	
June 2013 contracted in absolute 
terms by 0.1% in March 2019 
compared to a year ago. This comes 
on top of a mere 0.07% increase in 
February, a 1.7% increase in January, 
a 2.6% increase in December, and 
a 0.3% increase in November. 
Industrial growth in short has been 
slowing down for some time now 
and	the	latest	figure	only	reaffirms	
this trend emphatically.

Within industrial production, the 
manufacturing sector which has a 
weight of 77.6%, declined by 0.4% 
in March compared to a year ago, 
and this arose because of a decline 
of 8.7% in capital goods, a decline of 
5.1% in consumer durables, a decline 
of 2.5% in intermediate goods and 
a rise by 0.3% in consumer non-
durables. For the financial year 
2018–19 as a whole, the growth in 
the index of industrial production 
was a mere 3.6%, which is lower 
than the 4.4% of 2017–18; but it is 
in	the	later	months	of	the	financial	
year that the recession has gathered 
momentum.

This recession in a sense is 
inevitable. It is a symptom of the fact 
that the Indian economy, like other 
economies of the world, is caught in 
a limbo, with neoliberalism having 
reached a dead-end and no other 
economic regime based on the home 
market having come to replace it.

The world economy has been 
witnessing a slowdown which has 
now begun to affect economies 

like India and China via a lower 
growth rate of exports. But the 
lower growth-rate of exports is not 
even partially counterbalanced by 
any stepping up of growth of the 
domestic market. On the contrary, 
the home market is also shrinking 
at the same time because of rural 
distress, because of the second-order 
effects of the slowing down of export 
growth, and also because of the 
growing weight of non-performing 
assets, also on account inter alia 
of the slowing down of industrial 
growth, which squeezes credit 
availability for undertaking larger 
expenditures. The slowing down 
of export growth in other words, 
far from being counterbalanced, is 
further compounded by a shrinking 
of the home market.

This is clear from the fact that the 
consumer durables sector has shrunk 
and the consumer non-durables sector 
has remained virtually stagnant in 
April compared to the previous 
April. And the contraction in capital 
goods output which comes on top 
of a contraction that had already 
occurred in February, suggests that 
investment in the economy is falling.

The Reserve Bank of India has 
already twice announced cuts in 
the Repo Rate, of 25 basis points 
each; but this is unlikely to make 
much difference. What is holding up 
credit disbursement is not so much 
the cost of credit as its availability, 
which has got impaired by its being 
locked up in non-performing assets. 
Of course, even if credit was easily 

available, it is not clear how much of 
a difference that would have made, 
but with credit availability itself 
being subject to some tightness, a 
mere lowering of the rates will not 
increase credit disbursement to any 
significant	extent.

What is  needed is  f iscal 
expansion, but here we come to the 
nub of the matter. In this election 
season, various political parties have 
been promising larger transfers to 
the rural poor, which would certainly 
expand the home market and cause 
some revival in industrial output. 
The Modi government’s budget 
had promised Rs 6,000 per capita 
annually to about 12 crore persons 
belonging to small peasant families. 
The Congress has gone much further 
in its election manifesto. It has 
promised under its NYAYA scheme 
to give Rs 6,000 per month, i.e., 
Rs 72,000 per year, to the bottom 
quintile of the households, which is 
about 5 crore households.

While these schemes, especially 
the NYAYA scheme, which is 
much more ambitious, will help 
in expanding the home market, the 
question is how the resources for 
it can be raised. Taxing the rich, 
especially through wealth taxation 
which is virtually absent in India and 
which can therefore raise substantial 
revenues precisely because it is 
absent in India, is the obvious 
way of mobilising resources; but 
this is going to be stoutly opposed 
by international finance capital. 
Manmohan Singh had said, rather 

(This article was written before the election results were announced on May 23. The figures that have been released by the Modi 
Government 2.0, and some of its policy decisions, more than bear out the analysis done in this article, so we are publishing it.)
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diplomatically when the NYAYA 
scheme was being launched, that 
there should be no problems about 
raising	 the	 resources;	 but	 finding	
resources for it within a neoliberal 
regime	will	be	exceedingly	difficult.

Likewise, if the scheme is even 
partially	financed	by	an	increase	in	
the	fiscal	deficit,	then	the	magnitude	
of	 the	fiscal	 deficit	will	 exceed	 its	
target of 3.4% of GDP, and this 
is likely to lead to a downgrading 
of India’s credit-rating, making 
it extremely difficult to finance 
the	 current	 account	 deficit	 on	 the	
balance of payments. This problem 
will become even more acute if 
India falls in line with the American 
demand to stop buying oil from Iran, 
which is cheaper than the spot oil 
prices that India would otherwise 
have to pay. The Modi government 
has already indicated its willingness 
to fall in line with the American 
demand; if it comes back to power 
then it will simply reiterate this 
position.

Oil	 prices	 are	 already	firming	
up, which will widen the current 
deficit;	 if	 the	US	sanctions	against	
Iran are also taken into account, 
then	 the	 current	 deficit	will	widen	
further.	And	if	in	addition	the	fiscal	
deficit	figure	exceeds	its	target,	then	
the	inflow	of	finance	will	dry	up	as	
India’s credit rating will drop, and 
there will be little hope of meeting 
this	deficit	in	the	normal	course.

We therefore are in a bizarre 
situation. If the government tries to 
overcome the gathering recession, 
then	it	will	find	it	difficult	to	meet	the	
current	account	deficit;	on	the	other	
hand if it does nothing to counter the 
recession, then the unemployment 
situation which is already grim, will 
become even grimmer.

T h e  g r i m n e s s  o f  t h e 
unemployment situation has been 

hidden from public view because the 
government has simply refused to 
publish any data on unemployment 
for over two years. But a leaked 
report from the Statistical Office 
of  the  government  puts  the 
unemployment rate at 6.1% which 
is the highest in the last 45 years. The 
Centre for Monitoring the Indian 
Economy has put the unemployment 
rate at 7.6% in April. It should 
be noted that while movements 
in the unemployment rate give 
an indication of the direction of 
movement of unemployment, the 
rate itself does not capture the 
magnitude of the problem. This is 
because employment rationing in 
India takes the form of most people 
being employed for only a part of the 
time, rather than some being fully 
employed and others being fully 
unemployed.

Clearly therefore the government 
will have to do something to 
ameliorate unemployment; but doing 
anything will destabilise the balance 
of payments within the neoliberal 
paradigm. The neoliberal chickens 
in	 short	 are	 finally	 coming	 home	
to roost.

Since neoliberalism itself is 
running into a dead-end, this should 
have been an ideal time to disengage 
from it by introducing trade and 
capital	controls.	As	the	United	States	
is introducing trade controls already, 
India could have introduced such 
controls	in	the	shadow	of	US	action.	
And with such controls in place, 
it could have introduced a wealth 
tax, and an inheritance tax. It could 
then have delivered on its promise 
of making transfer payments to 
the poor households, and thereby 
expanded the domestic market, 
and followed it up by taking steps 
to increase the rate of growth of 
foodgrain production. A drying up of 

financial	inflows	in	such	a	situation	
would not have made much of a 
difference to the country’s ability 
to	finance	its	current	account	deficit	
which would have narrowed anyway 
because of trade controls.

But the Modi government 
appears to have little awareness 
of the fact that neoliberalism has 
reached a dead-end. The industrial 
recession therefore is likely to 
accentuate.

(Prabhat Patnaik is Professor 
Emeritus at the Centre for Economic 
Studies and Planning, Jawaharlal 
Nehru University, New Delhi.)
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The draft National Education 
Policy (2019) is right in emphasising 
what it calls “liberal” higher 
education but the manner in which 
it	 redefines	 the	 term	 robs	 it	 of	 its	
very essence.

The increased privatisation of 
higher education, and the handing 
over of its vision, provision and 
delivery largely to private hands 
are features that have been seen 
in earlier policy documents. Over 
the past decade, these documents 
have viewed an education in 
languages and the humanities as 
being antithetical to a  professional 
education—considered to be the 
sole responsibility of private 
stakeholders. If an education in 
humanities had to be offered, it was 
the task of the government.

In sharp contrast to this trend, 
the draft NEP 2019 advocates 
building new institutions of higher 
education which are essentially 
multidisciplinary in nature, in 
addition to ones focusing on the study 
of Pali, Prakrit, Persian and Sanskrit. 
It further departs from existing 
policy in the way it seamlessly 
weaves the professionalisation of 
higher	 education	with	 a	 redefined	
notion of what ‘liberal’ education 
entails.

It effects a shift in the meaning 
of the term ‘liberal’ across the 
neo-liberal universe by giving a 
clarion call to return to the great 
Indian traditions of the Lalitavistara 
Sutra, Bhavbhuti’s Kadambari and 
Yashodhara’s Jayamangala, all of 
which	define	an	educated	person	as	
a master of a number of kalas.

Kalas include everything from 

carpentry and engineering to music, 
painting and dance. “A liberal 
arts education, as so beautifully 
described and practiced in India’s 
past,” says the NEP, “enables one 
to truly develop both sides of the 
brain—both the creative and the 
analytical side” (page 224).

Liberal	education	is	redefined	in	
the entire document as this “Indian” 
concept of education across kalas. In 
a determined gesture to resurrect and 
locate the foundation of the present 
and a future within an untainted 
golden epoch in ancient Indian 
history, the document divests the 
term ‘liberal’ of both its inherent 
potential and aspiration to realising 
individual freedoms as well as 
its evolutionary understanding of 
enlightenment.

Etymological ly speaking, 
the word ‘arts’ comes from the 
Latin root ars, or art meaning 
skill acquired through learning or 
practice. Areas of study during the 
Middle	Ages	were	classified	as	the	
artes mechanicae or “the mechanical 
arts” and the artes liberales or “the 
liberal arts”.

Artes Mechanicae included 
seven areas such as tailoring/
weaving, agriculture, masonry, 
warfare/martial arts, trade, cooking, 
metallurgy. The seven artes liberales 
comprised the trivium (grammar, 
rhe tor ic  and logic)  and the 
quadrivium (arithmetic, geometry, 
music and astronomy).

The Latin word liberalis means 
free. The seven liberal arts of 
classical antiquity, therefore, were 
deemed essential for the education 
of a free person to fully realise his 

potential.
While the notion of an individual 

freeing himself from constraints of 
nature by learning an art has been 
with us from the beginning, the 
free individual was always socially 
situated, culturally circumscribed. 
We know that at the origins of both 
Indian and Western traditions, the 
legitimate acquisition of education 
remained restricted to the few at 
the top. The ‘liberal’ in liberal 
education has, therefore, remained 
a contested term, debated across 
feudal, industrial, capitalist, and 
neo-liberal societies because of its 
inbuilt ambiguity.

In the late 20th and early 21st 
century, a number of movements for 
social and political rights across the 
world brought in a new criticality 
to the notion of ‘liberal’ education, 
reinforcing the centrality of dissent 
and leading to changes in the 
vision, structures and curriculum 
of departments within the academy.

The NEP draft fails to make 
any connections to this dialogic 
tradition of liberal education since 
it ignores the ‘how, when and 
where’ of the term liberal. The 
case for liberal education is made 
in the name of employability and 
choice,	or	flexibility	in	designing	a	
study plan. The development of the 
individual is seen in terms of her 
productive engagement with the 
economic progress of her society 
that	now	requires	a	certain	flexible	
disposition.	Choice	 and	flexibility	
are inherent in the idea of liberal 
education but they in themselves do 
not make liberal education. In and 
of themselves they do not hold the 

The 'Liberal' Education Envisaged by the  
Draft NEP Has No Role for Dissent

Pratishtha Pandya
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liberating, democratic, dissenting 
potential which is at the heart of 
liberal education. They are mere 
attendants.

The proposed new programme in 
Bachelor of Liberal Arts or Bachelor 
of Liberal Education, however, is 
defined	 in	 terms	 of	 the	 flexibility	
it offers a student in terms of the 
courses she wants to study, when she 
wants to study, as well as how long 
she wants to study. The multiple exit 
and entry point with either a degree 
or diploma in a four years honours 
programme becomes the high point 
of ‘liberal education’.

A multidisciplinary environment 
within higher education institutions, 
according to the NEP, can facilitate 
such flexibility and therefore 
becomes desirable. The integration 
of Humanities and STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics) is being advocated 
on the grounds of a proved impact 
of such integration on positive 
learning outcomes like increased 
creativity, problem-solving abilities, 
teamwork, communication skills 
and increased social and moral 
awareness among many others.

A liberal education based on 
India’s great legacy in arts and 
sciences is seen as the key towards 
India’s success in the 21st century 
and the fourth industrial revolution, 
which then seamlessly weaves 
industry alliances and community 
service into its fabric. The goal 
of this education is articulated 
in terms of its ability to develop 
broad capacities and important 
dispositions.

The  i dea  o f  deve lop in g 
disposition is antithetical to the 
idea of a liberal education as well 
to the idea of critical thinking, 
which the document says should 
be included in the common core 

curriculum of such an education. 
However, the report’s understanding 
of critical thinking has less to do 
with independent thought or free 
and critical inquiry into received 
traditions and wisdom and more to 
do with courses in statistics, data 
analysis and quantitative methods 
(page 229). The spirit of dissent 
that has come to characterise liberal 
education and the idea of critical 
thinking is completely absent from 
this document.

The end goal of liberal education 
has a free thinking individual at 
the centre—free to think, question 
and critique. The elimination of 
this essential component of liberal 
education, namely the ability to 
dissent, is in harmony with an overall 
culture of corporate efficiency, 
productivity and market relevance 
that the universities of the new 
knowledge economy are meant to 
serve.

A number of business leaders 
across the globe have embraced 
this same tamed version of liberal 
education in the interest of producing 
managers and employees who are 
better problem solvers, better team 
players, and more innovative and 
creative workers. The draft document 
uses the liberal education idiom to 
build a neo-liberal world, where 
liberal education is at the service of 
life-long learners/employees getting 
ready	not	for	 their	first	 job	but	for	
their second, the third and beyond.

The practice of liberal education 
is tough to imagine in a knowledge 
economy that ties the future of the 
university with global trends and 
national economies. The question 
though remains: can we take away 
the internal tensions between 
freedom and discipline, the self and 
the other that characterise liberal 
education without shortchanging the 

idea of education?
It	is	in	this	space	defined	by	these	

tensions that education happens 
and a central component of this 
education is dissent. Incubation 
centres and venture studios cannot 
be the sources of creativity or 
innovation.	Creativity	by	definition	
is situated within dissent. The history 
of humankind is a history of a series 
of informed dissents, and constant 
struggles that have brought about 
greater freedoms, better political 
systems, new inventions and visions 
of a better society, and a better 
world.

I n  e v e r y  a g e  a n d  p l a c e 
where education has been used 
to reproduce social and political 
power structures, we have heard 
a voice that reinstated dissent at 
the centre-stage of education—a 
Socrates, a Freire. Let us not forget 
that the establishment of Takshashila 
and Nalanda, which the NEP so 
proudly reclaims as part of a glorious 
Indian tradition, also lie in the 
Buddhist traditions of knowledge, 
dissenting from an entrenched 
Brahminical tradition. Dissent is 
not only central to creativity and 
innovation but also to democracy. 
Education for democracy also has to 
be an education in freedom.

A policy for education that wants 
to embrace liberal education cannot 
afford to blank out the complexities 
involved in such an education for 
the teacher, the taught, and the 
content of what is taught. Great 
institutions	are	built	on	the	infinite	
freedom of the human mind, on the 
indefatigable courage, to borrow the 
words from Thomas Jefferson, “to 
follow truth wherever it may lead” 
and “to tolerate any error so long as 
reason is left free to combat it.”
(Pratishtha Pandya teaches at 
Ahmedabad University.)
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All India Forum for Right to 
Education (AIFRTE) unequivocally 
condemns the dastardly threats 
to the life and liberty of noted 
academic and former Professor of 
IIT	 	Mumbai,	and	a	 leading	figure	
in the movement for defence of civil 
liberties, Dr. Ram Puniyani.  

The articles, lectures and books 
of Dr. Puniyani, who is also a 
member of the Advisory Board 
of the AIFRTE, are an important 
resource for all civil society groups 
and activists in the struggle for 
promoting	rationalism	and	scientific	
temper and opposing the Hindutva 
forces and ideology that are 
communalizing India’s polity and 
social life, in blatant violation of the 
Constitution. 

The cowards, who failed to 
identify themselves, telephoned his 
home on the night of 6th June 2019. 
They used highly abusive language 
and accused him of being ‘anti-

Hindu’. Dr. Puniyani was threatened 
with dire consequences if he did not 
stop his activities and leave the city 
within	15	days.	Dr.	Puniyani	has	filed	
an FIR with the Powai police station 
in Mumbai and also written to the 
Police Commissioner. The National 
Human Rights Commission has also 
been approached. 

However, it is essential 
•	 that	all	democratic	organizations	

and civil society groups unite 
to demand protection for Dr. 
Puniyani and his family. 

•	 that	 the	Govt.	 of	Maharashtra	
take immediate action to identify 
and proceed against those 
persons who have threatened 
him and  reveal the organizations 
which are behind their actions. 

•	 that	the	National	Human	Rights	
Commission respond and act 
urgently on this case. 
AIFRTE demands immediate, 

stern and stringent action by the 

concerned authorities. The lives of 
a number of leading democratic 
rationalists and intellectuals, 
particularly in Maharashtra and 
neighbouring Karnataka, have 
already been lost at the hands of 
suspected adherents of a right-wing 
hindutva organization that is active 
in the region. 

This politics and ideology of 
hatred and physical elimination 
cannot be allowed to function as if it 
has some form of ‘immunity’ under 
the current political dispensation. 

It has to be put a stop to, and that 
must be done right away. 

T h e  r u l i n g  p a r t i e s  a n d 
governments at the level of the 
state and the centre must condemn 
these threats and provide credible 
assurance that the criminals behind 
such actions and these continuing 
threats	will	 be	 identified	and	dealt	
with severely, as per law. 

Press Statement by Presidium, AIFRTE 

AIFRTE Condemns Threats to the Life and Liberty of  
Dr. Ram Puniyani

Right from the outset, the role of 
the Congress Socialist Party (CSP) 
within the Indian National Congress 
(INC) was a debatable one. However 
on the eve of independence the 
relationship between the two became 
incompatable on several issues. For 
this reason both parties decided to 
part ways. The present paper deals 
with rightist–socialist relations 
alongwith the socio-economic 
factors responsible for the separation 
of the CSP from the INC. The object 

of	 the	 paper	 is	 chiefly	 to	 analyse	
the role of Jayaprakash Narayan 
regarding the brèak.

Jayaprakash Narayan (JP) 
was released from Agra jail on 
10 April 1946. Immediately after 
this, he discussed the functioning 
of the party within the Congress 
with Acharya Narendra Dev and 
other leaders. Sardar Patel also 
desired to discuss the matter with 
JP. Nevertheless due to the busy 
schedule of JP, this was not possible.

[1] An Augusters' conference was 
organised at Bombay on 18–20 
May 1946, in which a number of 
prominent leaders from different 
parts of India who played an active 
role in the Quit India movement, 
participated. In this conference, there 
were three main trends regarding the 
reorganisation of the CSP.[2]
i) There was no need for a party 

separate from the Congress.
ii) An Augusters Party should be 

organised.

Congress Socialist Party's Separation from the Congress (1946–48)

Narendra Kumar Singh & Anand Prakash Singh
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iii) The Party may be reorganised 
and vigorously pushed.
The f irst  t rend had l i t t le 

support. The second had vociferous 
support, but it was realised that 
a jumble of individual could not 
make a political party with hardly 
any positive programme. Thus, 
inspite of sufficient support, this 
idea was dropped. The third trend 
found general acceptance and the 
responsibility for reorganisation of 
the party was given to leaders like 
JP, Narendra Dev, Ram Manohar 
Lohia, Achyut Patwardhan and 
Aruna Asaf Ali.

Meanwhile, after being elected 
the Congress president in 1946, 
Jawaharlal Nehru offered JP and 
Ram Manohar Lohia the membership 
of the Working Committee (WC), 
but the CSP leaders placed three 
conditions for membership:
(i) None of the Working Committee 

members will be a minister in the 
government.

(ii) Congress members will be 
allowed enlightened criticism of 
the government.

(iii) The Congress President shall not 
hold any post in the government.
Inspi te  of  lengthy ta lks , 

Jawharlal Nehru refused to accept 
the	first	two	demands	and	accepted	
the third partially. JP and Lohia 
therefore refused the membership 
of the WC.[3]

Subsequently JP accepted thè 
membership on the request of Nehru. 
JP	later	justified	his	change	of	stand	
by saying that within two months the 
circumstances had totally changed, 
and it was therefore necessary for 
each and every Congressman to 
fight	the	coming	danger	unitedly.	He	
assured that if his WC membership 
created any hinderance in the 
revolutionary struggle, he would not 
hesitate to leave this membership.[4] 

In fact the object of his acceptance 
of WC membership was to mould 
the opinion of Congress in favour 
of the socio-economic programmes 
of the CSP.[5]

After the Meerut Conference of 
the Congress in November 1946, 
Jayaprakash Narayan was very 
disappointed. In his letter to the new 
Congress President, J.B. Kripalani, 
he expressed his despair over the WC 
list.[6] JP reminded the president 
about their Meerut discussions in 
which Kripalani gave an assurance 
that the person commanding the 
confidence	of	 the	Socialists	would	
be appointed the general secretary of 
the Congress. He was specially upset 
with the exclusion of Mridulaben 
and Ram Manohar Lohia from the 
WC. In these circumstances he 
resigned from the WC.[7] He also 
pressed for the acceptance of his 
resignation because he did not think 
that he was of any use for the type of 
work that was before the Committee 
in those days.[8]

On 28th February 1947, the 
Working Committee of the CSP 
decided	to	drop	the	prefix	‘Congress’	
and opened its door for non-Congress 
members.[9] This change in the 
name of the Party was a turning point 
in the history of Indian socialist 
movement as well as its relations 
with the Congress. Now, JP was of 
the opinion that the Indian National 
Congress should be disbanded so 
that a new Party could emerge on 
a new socio-economic programme.
[10] Thus the CSP marched one step 
further in the direction of separation 
from the Congress. 

Meanwhi le ,  Sardar  Pate l 
appealed to the Socialists to hold 
their hand for just one year more 
and then they could do what they 
thought best. But at the same time, 
he accused the Socialists of trying to 

disrupt the Congress, of discrediting 
it in order to capture power. In 
response, JP addressing a meeting in 
Calicut, said that Sardar's advice was 
unneccessary, as Socialists had no 
intention of leaving the Congress till 
independence was achieved. He also 
said that Patel was trying to suppress 
the growth of the Socialist Party.[12] 
In his reply to JP, Patel argued that 
since his release he had tried his best 
to bring about a fusion between CSP 
and	the	Congress.	Unfortunately	he	
had failed to convert JP, although 
he had succeeded in convincing 
other important members about his 
views. He assured JP that he had 
done nothing either in thought or 
in action to injure the cause of CSP 
or to do any harm to any individual 
member. He regretted that at a time 
when there was a need to stand 
together, JP was ‘consciously or 
unconsciously trying to divide our 
forces’.[13]

It was the assumption of the 
Socialists that after the formation 
of the Interim government, the 
Congress would be totally centred 
on running the government. Thus 
the common or united front character 
of the Congress was naturally going 
to weaken and a struggle for power 
within the Congress would grow in 
intensity. In these circumstances, 
said JP, “The Party shall endeavour to 
push the Congress towards socialism 
and to prevent its capture by the 
vested interests. If this endeavour 
succeeds, the Congress will rise 
to greater heights of influence, 
effectiveness and service. If it fails, 
the Congress must split.”[14]

In his efforts to minimise their 
differences, Congress President 
J.B. Kripalani proposed to JP to 
discuss the points of difference, and 
if possible arrive at a solution which 
may bring about solidarity and 
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strength in the Congress organisation.
[15] After this proposal, JP wrote a 
letter to Jawaharlal Nehru in which 
JP accepted that he did not exactly 
know what to do in this matter since 
he personally felt very diffident 
towards Kripalani. However, he 
was prepared to do whatever Nehru 
advised.[16] In another letter to 
Kripalani, JP suggested that casual 
conversation with one or the other 
of the leaders was not fruitful and 
that it would be better for two or 
three top ranking Congress leaders 
to thrash out the matter with a few 
socialist representatives. He also 
referred to his discussion with 
Nehru in Delhi on this problem.[17] 
Kripalani regretted that his invitation 
was misjudged and was given little 
value, even though it was sent in 
his official capacity as Congress 
President. He also referred to the 
complaints from Congress workers 
in every province that they did not 
receive any cooperation from the 
Socialists and that the Socialists 
exploited every situation to harass 
and discredit them and the Congress 
ministeries. He complained that as 
JP had found it more convenient to 
discuss this matter with Jawaharlal 
Nehru, so he had nothing more to 
say.[18]

On the question of differences, 
Sardar Patel wrote that no useful 
purpose would be served by raking up 
the past in which he may have much 
more to say against JP than JP may 
have against him (Patel). Actually 
it might have all been due to lack of 
contact or misunderstanding or other 
reasons.	He	clarified	further	that	if	
he had done anything against JP and 
the CSP, it had always been done in 
self-defence. He defended himself 
by saying that “I have made earnest 
endeavours to make reconciliation 
and to secure cooperation from 

you and your party, but everytime 
we have met with a rebuff. It is 
my sad experience that although 
often you agreed with our decision 
or our policy when you were with 
us, you disagreed afterwards on 
grounds of party discipline or party 
interest.”[19] Patel felt that much of 
the indiscipline in the Congress was 
due to the existence of CSP in the 
Congress also of the party members 
working solely in its interest. He also 
referred to the naval rating incident 
in Bombay created by some CSP 
leaders with the cooperation of the 
Communists, as well as some of 
JP's charges against the Congress 
ministries.

Regarding Patel's reconciliation 
and cooperation move, JP responded 
that it was rather an astounding 
statement. He had never known 
of any serious attempt made to 
secure CSP’s cooperation. He also 
stated that his cooperation had not 
been accepted even when offered 
at a critical time. Nevertheless, he 
pointed out that as Socialists were 
not a power group in the Congress, 
so their cooperation depended on 
political adjustment between the 
ideologies and programme of the 
High Command and their group.
[20] He also believed that such 
an adjustment was not impossible 
though it depended more on Patel 
than on anyone in the Congress.

On the occasion of the Congress 
Working Committee meeting in 
Delhi, a series of talks took place 
between leaders of the Socialist 
Party and members of the Congress 
Working Committee. Mahatma 
Gandhi attempted to resolve the 
differences between Socialists 
and Congress. In the meeting, the 
Socialists demanded that during the 
transitional period, Congress should 
dissolve itself into a Liberal or 

Labour Party. Accordingly Congress 
was advised to move in a socialist 
direction: “The transformation of 
the National Congress into Socialist 
Congress will help to galvanise the 
country into a new mood of creative 
adventure.”[21]

The Congress was neither 
prepared to dissolve itself nor to 
accept the socialist programme 
and policies. Sardar Patel was not 
present in the discussion. He talked 
to Narendra Dev and Ram Manohar 
Lohia regarding the matter. On 14 
June 1947, Sardar Patel reiterated 
in the AICC meeting that unity of 
the Congress was essential, but 
there was no place for different 
groups in the Congress.[22] Here 
what is important in understanding 
Patel's role in forcing the Socialists 
out of Congress is not that he had 
differences with them but that he had 
decided now that the Socialists either 
had to disband their organisation 
within the Congress or get out.[23]

In 1947 when Kripalani resigned 
from the presidentship, Gandhi 
suggested that either JP or Narendra 
Dev may be elected as the president 
of the Congress. As JP was closer to 
Nehru and played a historical role in 
the revolutionary movement of 1942, 
so he discussed the idea with him 
(Nehru). Strangely enough, Nehru 
said that many other senior members 
were present in the Congress. Then 
the name of Narendra Dev was 
proposed. This time Sardar Patel 
and Shankar Rao Dev opposed. 
They were of the opinion that 
until and unless Narendra Dev was 
associated with a minority Party 
within Congress, it would not be 
fair to make him the President of the 
Congress.[24] Thus even Gandhi's 
personal	influence	and	efforts	failed	
to resolve the issue.

The Mountbatten Plan of 
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India's partition was also a bone 
of contention between CSP and 
the Congress. The offensive role 
of Muslim League and its 'Direct 
Action' compelled Congress leaders 
like Nehru and Patel to accept the 
plan of partition of India, while 
Socialists like JP and other leaders 
were not prepared to accept the 
partition of India and were preparing 
for	 final	 and	 decisive	 struggle.	 In	
fact, their strategy depended on the 
assumption that the Congress would 
not accept partition of India at any 
cost	and	then	final	struggle	would	be	
inevitable.[25] Thus the differences 
between the Congress and Socialists 
broadened. Addressing a group 
of Socialists, JP declared that in 
the coming AICC session, if the 
Congress accepted their programme 
the Socialists would be there, but if 
not then they would have no place 
in it.[26] The resolution passed by 
the general council of the Socialist 
Party at Nagpur on 30–31 August 
1947 declared that the Socialist Party 
and the Congress differed not only 
in aim but also in policies, action 
and in organisational forms. It said 
further that in the next meeting of 
the AICC, these three groups of 
differences would be discussed. The 
decision taken by the Congress on 
these vital isues would determine 
the Socialist Party's relations with 
the Congress.[27]

Meanwhile Congress General 
Secretary Shankar Rao Dev blamed 
the Socialists, especially JP, for 
non-cooperation with the Congress. 
He warned that if the socialists 
wanted to non-cooperate, they 
should leave Congress membership. 
He reiterated that the Socialist Party 
was openly criticising the Congress 
leadership and its administration 
as well as launching an election 
campaign against the Congress. 

[28] In a circular issued to all the 
Provincial Congress Committees, 
Congress members were prohibited 
from attending meetings organised 
by the Socialists. It was directed 
that Congress members should 
not participate in the welcome 
meetings and functions of the 
Socialist leaders, as in such meetings 
Socialists propagated the policies 
and programmes of their party 
and always criticised Congress 
leadership.

In spite of all these controversies 
and differences, the Socialists were 
indecisive and followed a policy 
of wait and see. The Socialist 
Party weekly Janata advised the 
party: “The wiser course in these 
circumstances for the Socialist Party 
seems to be, for the time being at 
least, to stop thinking of separation 
from the Congress and for its leaders 
to assume actual responsibility for 
government wherever possible in 
association with Congress".[29] 
However, a year earlier, Aruna 
Asaf Ali had clearly been of the 
opinion that if the Socialists were 
unable to make the Congress move 
out of its rut, they must not remain 
rooted in it.[30] In January 1948, the 
National Executive of the Socialist 
Party decided not to have any 
representation on the Working 
Committee of the Congress.[31] 
Aruna Asaf Ali once again strongly 
advocated the Socialist Party's 
separation from the Congress. She 
said that for achieving socialist ends, 
Socialists would need to break with 
the Congress past and direct their 
steps single-mindedly towards a 
socialist future.[32]

In March 1948, Congress 
amended the party constitution 
according to which no member of 
any other party could be a member 
of the Congress Party. The sole 

object of this amendment was to 
create a condition in which the 
parties working within or outside 
the Congress would either have to 
dissolve themselves or merge with 
the Congress or be compelled to 
break with the Congress. In these 
circumstances, there was no other 
option for the Socialist Party but 
to quit the Congress. The new 
Congress constitution, as well as 
the inner logic of development, 
ended the long period of organic 
association of the Socialists with 
the Congress.[33] After the Nasik 
decision, the Socialist Party directed 
the party members to withdraw from 
the Congress. The party members 
were to resign from the primary 
membership, elected Congress 
Committees, local bodies and the 
legislatures also.[34] Thus ended a 
historical chapter of CSP–Congress 
association and cooperation during 
the pre-independence era. 
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They Cannot Stop Us.  
We Will Live and Triumph.

Bertha Mojena Milián

The Trump administration’s 
hostility toward our country seems 
to have no end. Yesterday (June 4, 
2019),	the	US	Treasury	Department	
added to sanctions announced 
April 17, and the activation of 
Title III of the Helms-Burton 
Act, the prohibition of “people to 
people” cultural and educational 
trips, plus other restrictions on 
travel and transportation services, 
remittances, banking, commerce, 
and telecommunications.

According to a press release 
issued by the department, private 
and corporate planes,  cruise 
ships,	 sailboats,	 fishing	boats,	 and	
similar vessels will be prohibited 
from traveling to Cuba, although 
an “exemption” is available for 
certain previously authorised group 
educational visits, for which at least 
one transaction related to the trip, 
such as the purchase of a ticket or 
reservation, was completed before 
June 5. Civil aircraft that operate 
under Air Carrier Certificates or 
other	 specifications	 of	 the	Federal	
Aviation Administration will be 
authorised to travel to the island.

Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin stated that the restrictions 
are meant to put a brake on “the 
destabilising role of Cuba in Latin 
America,” and that he is “worried” 

about Cuban support to Venezuela 
and Nicaragua.

What should worry him is the 
example of Cuba before the world, 
a small island that for more than 60 
years has resisted the attacks of the 
greatest empire history has known, 
and extends its solidarity to all 
peoples in need, sharing not what 
we have left over, but even what we 
lack, as Army General Raul Castro 
Ruz said.

Cuban Foreign Minister Bruno 
Rodríguez Parrilla tweeted on 
Tuesday that differences must be 
resolved on the basis of dialogue 
and cooperation, adhering strictly 
to international law, and strongly 
denounced the new sanctions, 
saying, “They intend to strangle 
the economy and damage Cubans’ 
standard of living, to wrest political 
concessions from us. They will fail 
once again.”

President Miguel Díaz-Canel 
Bermúdez insisted that Cuba will 
not be intimidated or distracted by 
new threats or restrictions. “Work, 
creativity, effort, and resistance is 
our answer. They have not been 
able to asphyxiate us. They cannot 
stop us. We will live and we will 
triumph,” he said.

(Courtesy: Granma English, Cuba.)



12 JANATA, June 16, 2019

Text of a speech given by Dr. 
Fidel Castro Ruz, President of the 
Republic of Cuba, at the May Day 
rally held in Revolution Square on 
May 1, 2003 (Note from Editors: 
Speech has been edited by us for 
reasons of space.)

Distinguished guests, Dear 
fellow Cubans:

Our heroic people have struggled 
for 44 years from this small Caribbean 
island just a few miles away from the 
most formidable imperial power 
ever known to mankind. In so doing, 
they have written an unprecedented 
chapter in history. Never has the 
world witnessed such an unequal 
fight.

Some may have believed that 
the rise of the empire to the status of 
the sole superpower, with a military 
and technological might with no 
balancing pole anywhere in the 
world, would frighten or dishearten 
the Cuban people. Yet, today they 
have no choice but to watch in 
amazement the enhanced courage 
of this valiant people. On a day like 
today, this glorious international 
workers’ day, which commemorates 
the death of the five martyrs of 
Chicago, I declare, on behalf of the 
one million Cubans gathered here, 
that we will face up to any threats, 
we will not yield to any pressures, 
and that we are prepared to defend 
our homeland and our Revolution 
with ideas and with weapons to our 
last drop of blood.

What is Cuba’s sin? What honest 
person has any reason to attack her?

With their own blood and 
weapons seized from the enemy, 
the Cuban people overthrew a cruel 

tyranny with 80,000 men under arms 
imposed	by	the	US	government.

Cuba	was	the	first	territory	free	
from imperialist domination in Latin 
America and the Caribbean, and 
the only country in the hemisphere, 
throughout post-colonial history, 
where the torturers, murderers and 
war criminals that took the lives of 
tens of thousands of people were 
exemplarily punished.

All of the country’s land was 
recovered and turned over to the 
peasants and agricultural workers. 
The natural resources, industries 
and basic services were placed in 
the hands of their only true owner: 
the Cuban nation.

In	 less	 than	 72	 hours,	 fighting	
cease less ly,  day  and  n igh t , 
Cuba crushed the Bay of Pigs 
mercenary invasion organised by 
a	 US	 administration	 (in	 1961),	
thereby preventing a direct military 
intervention	 by	 the	US	 and	 a	war	
of incalculable consequences. The 
Revolution already had the Rebel 
Army, over 400,000 weapons and 
hundreds of thousands of militia 
members. In 1962, Cuba confronted 
with honour, and without a single 
concession, the risk of being attacked 
with dozens of nuclear weapons.

It defeated the dirty war that 
spread throughout the entire country, 
at a cost in human lives even greater 
than that of the war of liberation. It 
stoically endured thousands of acts 
of sabotage and terrorist attacks 
organised	by	the	US	government.	It	
thwarted hundreds of assassination 
plots against the leaders of the 
Revolution.

While under a rigorous blockade 

and economic warfare that has lasted 
for almost half a century, Cuba was 
able to eradicate in just one year 
the illiteracy that has still not been 
overcome in the course of more 
than four decades by the rest of the 
countries of Latin America, or the 
United	States	itself.

It has brought free education to 
100% of the country’s children. It has 
the highest school retention rate—
over 99% between kindergarten and 
ninth grade—of all of the nations 
in the hemisphere. Its elementary 
school,	students	rank	first	worldwide	
in the knowledge of their mother 
language and mathematics. The 
country	 also	 ranks	first	worldwide	
with the highest number of teachers 
per capita and the lowest number of 
students per classroom.

All children with physical or 
mental challenges are enrolled in 
special schools.

Computer education and the use 
of audio-visual methods now extend 
to all of the country’s children, 
adolescents and youth, in both the 
cities and the countryside.

All citizens have the possibility 
of undertaking studies that will take 
them from kindergarten to a doctoral 
degree without spending a penny.

 Today, the country has 30 
university graduates, intellectuals 
and professional artists for every 
one there was before the Revolution. 
There are schools for the training of 
artists and art instructors throughout 
all of the country’s provinces, where 
over 20,000 young people are 
currently studying and developing 
their talent and vocation. Tens of 
thousands more are doing the same 

May Day 2003

Fidel Castro
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at vocational schools, and many 
of these then go on to undertake 
professional studies.

Univers i ty 	 campuses 	 are	
progressively spreading to all of 
the country’s municipalities. Never 
in any other part of the world has 
such a colossal educational and 
cultural revolution taken place as 
this. It will turn Cuba, by far, into 
the country with the highest degree 
of knowledge and culture in the 
world, faithful to Martí’s profound 
conviction that “no freedom is 
possible without culture”.

Infant mortality has been 
reduced from 60 per 1000 live births 
to	 a	 rate	 that	fluctuates	 between	6	
and 6.5, which is the lowest in the 
hemisphere,	from	the	United	States	
to Patagonia. Life expectancy has 
increased by 15 years.

Infectious and contagious 
diseases like polio, malaria, neonatal 
tetanus, diphtheria, measles, rubella, 
mumps, whooping cough and dengue 
have been eradicated; others like 
tetanus, meningococcal meningitis, 
hepatitis B, leprosy, hemophilus 
meningitis and tuberculosis are fully 
controlled. Today, in our country, 
people die of the same causes as in 
the most highly developed countries: 
cardiovascular diseases, cancer, 
accidents and others, but with a 
much lower incidence.

A profound revolut ion is 
underway to bring medical services 
closer to the population, in order 
to facilitate access to health care 
centers, save lives and alleviate 
suffering. In-depth research is being 
carried out to break the chain, 
mitigate or reduce to a minimum the 
problems that result from genetic, 
prenatal or childbirth-related causes.

Cuba is today the country with 
the highest number of doctors per 
capita in the world, with almost 

twice as many as those that follow 
closer. Cubans have the best 
healthcare system in the world, and 
will continue to receive all services 
absolutely free of charge.

Social security covers 100% of 
the country’s citizens.

In Cuba, 85% of the people 
own their homes and they pay no 
property taxes on them whatsoever. 
The remaining 15% pay a wholly 
symbolic rent, which is only 10% 
of their salary.

I l legal  drug use involves 
a negligible percentage of the 
population, and is being resolutely 
combated. Lottery and other forms 
of gambling have been banned since 
the	first	years	of	the	Revolution	to	
ensure that no one pins their hopes 
of progress on luck.

There  i s  no  commerc ia l 
advertising on Cuban television and 
radio or in our printed publications. 
Instead, these feature public 
service announcements concerning 
health, education, culture, physical 
education, sports, recreation, 
environmental protection, and 
the	 fight	 against	 drugs,	 accidents	
and other social problems. Our 
media educate, they do not poison 
or alienate. They do not worship 
or exalt the values of decadent 
consumer societies.

There is no cult of personality 
around any living revolutionary, 
in the form of statues, official 
photographs, or the names of streets 
or institutions. The leaders of this 
country are human beings, not gods.

In our country there are no 
paramilitary forces or death squads, 
nor has violence ever been used 
against the people; there are no 
extrajudicial executions or torture. 
The people have always massively 
supported the activities of the 
Revolution. This rally today is proof 

of that.
Light years separate our society 

from what has prevailed until today 
in the rest of the world. We cultivate 
brotherhood and solidarity among 
individuals and peoples both in the 
country and abroad.

The new generations and the 
entire people are being educated 
about the need to protect the 
environment. The media are used 
to build environmental awareness.

The development of wholesome, 
non-professional sports has raised 
our people to the highest ranks 
worldwide in medals and honors.

Scientific	research,	at	the	service	
of our people and all humanity, has 
increased several-hundredfold. As 
a result of these efforts, important 
medications are saving lives in Cuba 
and other countries.

In no other people has the spirit 
of international solidarity become so 
deeply rooted.

Our country supported the 
Algerian patriots in their struggle 
against French colonialism, at the 
cost of damaging political and 
economic relations with such an 
important European country as 
France. We sent weapons and troops 
to defend Algeria from Moroccan 
expansionism, when the king of 
this country sought to take control 
of the iron mines of Gara Djebilet, 
near the city of Tindouf, in southwest 
Algeria.

At the request of the Arab nation 
of Syria, a full tank brigade stood 
guard between 1973 and 1975 
alongside the Golan Heights, when 
this territory was unjustly seized 
from that country.

 The leader of the Republic 
of Congo when it first achieved 
independence, Patrice Lumumba, 
who was harassed from abroad, 
received our political support. When 
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he was assassinated by the colonial 
powers in January of 1961, we lent 
assistance to his followers. Four 
years later, in 1965, Cuban blood 
was shed in the western region 
of Lake Tanganyika, where Che 
Guevara and more than 100 Cuban 
instructors supported the Congolese 
rebels who were fighting against 
white mercenaries in the service of 
the man supported by the West, that 
is, Mobutu, whose 40 billion dollars 
that he stole—nobody knows in 
which European banks they are kept.

The blood of Cuban instructors 
was shed while training and 
supporting the combatants of the 
African Party for the Independence 
of Guinea and Cape Verde, who 
fought under the command of 
Amilcar Cabral for the liberation of 
these former Portuguese colonies.

The same was true during the ten 
years that Cuba supported Agostinho 
Neto’s MPLA in the struggle for 
the independence of Angola. After 
independence was achieved, and 
over the course of the next 15 
years, hundreds of thousands of 
Cuban volunteers participated in 
defending Angola from the attacks 
of racist South African troops that 
in	complicity	with	the	United	States,	
and using dirty war tactics, planted 
millions of mines, wiped out entire 
villages, and murdered more than 
half a million Angolan men, women 
and children.

In Cuito Cuanavale and on the 
Namibian border, to the southwest 
of Angola, Angolan and Namibian 
forces together with 40,000 Cuban 
troops	 dealt	 the	 final	 blow	 to	 the	
South African troops. This resulted 
in the immediate liberation of 
Namibia and speeded up the end of 
apartheid by perhaps 20 to 25 years. 
At that time, the South Africans had 
seven nuclear warheads that Israel 

had supplied to them or helped 
them to produce, with the full 
knowledge	and	complicity	of	the	US	
government.

Throughout the course of almost 
15 years, Cuba had a place of honour 
in its solidarity with the heroic people 
of Vietnam, caught up in a barbaric 
and	 brutal	 war	 with	 the	 United	
States. That war killed four million 
Vietnamese, in addition to all those 
left wounded and mutilated, not to 
mention the fact that the country was 
inundated with chemical compounds 
that continue to cause incalculable 
damage even today. The pretext for 
the	US	 invasion:	Vietnam,	 a	 poor	
and underdeveloped country located 
20,000 kilometers away, constituted 
a threat to the national security of the 
United	States.

Cuban blood was shed together 
with that of citizens of numerous 
Latin American countries when 
Che Guevara was murdered on 
instructions	 from	 US	 agents	 in	
Bolivia, when he was wounded and 
being held prisoner after his weapon 
had been rendered useless by a shot 
received in battle.

The blood of Cuban construction 
workers, who were building an 
international airport vital for the 
economy of a tiny island fully 
dependent on tourism, was shed 
fighting in defense of Grenada, 
invaded	by	the	United	States	under	
cynical pretexts. Cuban blood was 
shed in Nicaragua, when instructors 
from our Armed Forces were training 
the brave Nicaraguan soldiers 
confronting the dirty war organised 
and	 armed	 by	 the	 United	 States	
against the Sandinista revolution.

There are  so many more 
examples. Over 2000 heroic Cuban 
internationalist combatants have 
given	their	lives	fulfilling	the	sacred	
duty of supporting the liberation 

struggles for the independence of 
other sister nations. However, there 
is not one single Cuban property 
in any of those countries. No other 
country in our era has exhibited such 
sincere	and	selfless	solidarity.

Cuba has always preached by 
example. It has never given in. 
It has never sold out the cause of 
another people. It has never made 
concessions. It has never betrayed 
its principles. There must be some 
reason why, just 48 hours ago, it 
was reelected by acclamation in the 
United	Nations	Economic	and	Social	
Council to another three years in the 
Commission on Human Rights, of 
which it has now been a member for 
15 straight years.

More than half a million Cubans 
have carried out internationalist 
missions as combatants, as teachers, 
as technicians or as doctors and 
health care workers. Tens of 
thousands of the latter have provided 
their services and saved millions 
of lives over the course of more 
than 40 years. There are currently 
3000 specialists in Comprehensive 
General  Medicine and other 
healthcare personnel working in the 
most isolated regions of 18 Third 
World countries. Through preventive 
and therapeutic methods they save 
hundreds of thousands of lives every 
year, and maintain or restore the 
health of millions of people, without 
charging a penny for their services.

Without the Cuban doctors 
offered	 to	 the	United	Nations,	 the	
crucial programs urgently needed 
to	fight	AIDS	would	be	impossible	
to carry out, without which entire 
nations and even whole regions of 
sub-Saharan Africa face the risk of 
perishing.

The developed capitalist world 
has created abundant financial 
capital, but it has not in any way 
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created the human capital that the 
Third World desperately needs.

Cuba has developed techniques 
to teach reading and writing by 
radio, with accompanying texts now 
available	in	five	languages—Haitian	
Creole, Portuguese, French, English 
and Spanish—that are already being 
used in numerous countries. A 
similar program to teach literacy 
by television in Spanish is nearing 
completion, of exceptionally high 
quality. These are programs that were 
developed in Cuba and are genuinely 
Cuban. We are not interested in 
patents and exclusive copyrights. 
We are willing to offer them to all 
of the countries of the Third World, 
where most of the world’s illiterates 
are concentrated, without charging a 
penny.	In	five	years,	the	800	million	
illiterate people in the world could be 
reduced by 80%, at a minimal cost.

After	 the	 demise	 of	 the	USSR	
and the socialist bloc, nobody would 
have bet a dime on the survival of 
the	Cuban	Revolution.	The	United	
States tightened the blockade. The 
Torricelli and Helms-Burton Acts 
were adopted, the latter extra-
territorial in nature. We abruptly 
lost our main markets and supplies 
sources. The population’s average 
calorie and protein consumption 
was reduced by almost half. But our 
country withstood the pressures and 
even advanced considerably in the 
social	field.

Today, it has largely recovered 
w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  n u t r i t i o n a l 
requirements  and is  rapidly 
progressing in other fields. Even 
in these conditions, the work 
undertaken and the consciousness 
built throughout the years succeeded 
in working miracles. Why have we 
endured? Because the Revolution 
has always had, as it still does 
and always will to an ever-greater 
degree, the support of the people, 

an intelligent people, increasingly 
united, educated and combative.

. . .
[Despite this admirable record] 

in Miami and Washington they are 
now [once again] discussing where, 
how and when Cuba will be attacked 
or the problem of the Revolution will 
be solved.

For the moment, there is talk 
of economic measures that will 
further intensify the brutal blockade, 
but they still do not know which 
measures to choose, and how 
effective these measures would be. 
There are very few left for them to 
choose from. They have already used 
up almost all of them.

A shameless scoundrel with the 
poorly	 chosen	first	 name	Lincoln,	
and the last name Dfaz-Balart, 
an intimate friend and advisor 
of President Bush, has made this 
enigmatic statement to a Miami TV 
station: “I can’t go into details, but 
we’re trying to break this vicious 
cycle.”

W h a t  m e t h o d s  a r e  t h e y 
considering to deal with this vicious 
cycle? Physically eliminating me 
with the sophisticated modern 
means they have developed, as Mr. 
Bush promised in Texas before the 
elections? Or attacking Cuba the 
way they attacked Iraq?

If it were the former, it does not 
worry me in the least. The ideas for 
which I have fought all my life will 
not die, and they will live on for a 
long time.

If the solution were to attack 
Cuba like Iraq, I would suffer greatly 
because of the cost in lives and the 
enormous destruction it would bring 
on Cuba. But, it might turn out to 
be the last of this Administration’s 
fascist attacks, because the struggle 
would last a very long time.

The aggressors would not 
merely be facing an army, but rather 

thousands of armies, that would 
constantly reproduce themselves 
and make the enemy pay such 
a high cost in casualties that it 
would far exceed the cost in lives 
of its sons and daughters that the 
American people would be willing 
to pay for the adventures and ideas 
of President Bush. Today, he enjoys 
majority support, but it is dropping, 
and tomorrow it could be reduced 
to zero.

The American people, the 
millions of highly cultivated 
individuals who reason and think 
and uphold basic ethical principles, 
are sooner or later going to show that 
you cannot fool all of the people, and 
perhaps not even part of the people, 
all of the time. One day they will put 
a straightjacket on those who need 
it before they manage to annihilate 
life on the planet.

On behalf of the one million 
people gathered here this May Day, 
I want to convey a message to the 
world and the American people:

We do not want the blood of 
Cubans and Americans to be shed 
in a war. We do not want countless 
number of lives of people who could 
be friends to be lost in an armed 
conflict. Never has a people had 
such sacred things to defend, or such 
profound	convictions	to	fight	for,	to	
such a degree that they would rather 
be obliterated from the face of the 
Earth than abandon the noble and 
generous work for which so many 
generations of Cubans have paid the 
high cost of the lives of many of their 
finest	sons	and	daughters.

We are sustained by the deepest 
conviction that ideas are worth 
more than weapons, no matter how 
sophisticated and powerful those 
weapons may be.

Let us say like Che Guevara 
when he bid us farewell:

Ever onward to victory!
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Throughout the 2019 election 
campaign, Bharatiya Janata Party 
president Amit Shah made it a 
point to announce that if his party 
is re-elected, it will ensure passage 
of the controversial Citizenship 
Amendment Bill. The Bill allows 
refugees belonging to virtually all 
religions except Islam to acquire 
citizenship in India.

At the same time, he coupled the 
message with the promise of having 
the National Register of Citizens 
(NRC) process implemented in all 
states. The NRC, until now, is a 
process monitored by the Supreme 
Court to identify undocumented 
immigrants in Assam and deport 
them to their respective countries. It 
has run into controversy as a number 
of legitimate citizens—among 
them Muslims born in India—were 
reportedly left out of the list.

Upon	 taking	over	 the	Ministry	
of Home Affairs, it appears Shah is 
all	set	to	fulfil	his	promise	of	driving	
out ghuspethiyas—or	infiltrators,	the	
word he uses for migrants—who 
he thinks are nothing more than 
“termites”.

On	May	 30,	 the	Union	 home	
ministry quietly amended the 
Foreigners (Tribunals) Order, 1964, 
a	necessary	first	step	 to	eventually	
expanding the scope of the NRC 
beyond Assam.

The amended order empowers 
state governments and even district 
magistrates	of	all	states	and	Union	
Territories to set up tribunals to 
identify a “foreigner” who is living 
in India illegally.

Until	 now,	 only	 the	 Centre	
had the power to constitute such 
tribunals, which were essentially 
quasi-judicial bodies unique to 
Assam.

B e f o r e  t h e  a m e n d m e n t , 
undocumented immigrants in other 
states were tried before a local court 
under the Passport Act, 1920 or 
the Foreigners Act, 1946. If found 
guilty, they were imprisoned for 
three to eight months and detained in 
special centres thereafter, until their 
respective countries took them back.

W i t h  t h e  a m e n d m e n t , 
state governments and district 
collectors/magistrates can now 
locally constitute a special tribunal 
anywhere in India to “detect” and 
take	action	against	an	“infiltrator”.

The order also laid out guidelines 
to “detect, detain, and deport foreign 
nationals staying illegally across the 
country”, reported The Hindu.

The NRC is a related but distinct 
process under which every person 
living in Assam was required to 
submit documents proving their 
Indian citizenship. Some 40 lakh 
people have been unable to satisfy 
the authorities and their fate will 
eventually be handled by Foreigners’ 
Tribunals.

The MHA had recently set 
up 1,000 tribunals in Assam to 
complement	 the	work	of	finalising	
the NRC by July 31, as the Supreme 
Court had instructed the registrar 
general to do. The process involved 
drawing up a list of those who had 
entered Assam from Bangladesh 
after March 25, 1971 without proper 
authorisation—a cut-off date agreed 
upon by all parties in the Assam 
Accord, 1985.

When the registrar general 
submitted a draft list last year, 
nearly 40 lakh people were termed as 
illegal, leading to a huge controversy. 
This had prompted the apex court to 
intervene and set a new deadline 
for the body. Around 36 lakh of 

those	excluded	in	the	first	list	have	
reapplied to assert their citizenship, 
The Hindu reported.

Officials	said	that	an	individual	
who	 still	 does	 not	 find	 her	 name	
in the final list can file a fresh 
application to the tribunal. The 
amended order also allows district 
magistrates to refer such individuals 
to tribunals.

Criticisms
The BJP’s hardline Hindutva 

approach both at the Centre and in 
Assam has instilled fear in parts of 
the population that measures like 
the NRC and Citizenship Bill, if 
implemented across India, will be 
used to deny minorities their rights.

Campaigners against the NRC 
and Citizenship Bill believe that 
such an amendment that empowers 
even district authorities to “detect” 
foreigners may be interpreted by 
the courts as “violative of the basic 
tenets of the Indian Constitution and 
Citizenship Act itself.”

They argue that the NRC exercise 
in other states will subvert the 
principles of natural justice. A person 
who is branded an undocumented 
immigrant by the state authorities 
will have to carry the burden of 
proving herself a legitimate citizen, 
rather than the other way around. 
Unlike	regular	criminal	courts,	“the	
person under question will have to 
prove both the authenticity of their 
citizenship and the authenticity of 
the documents to build his/her case,” 
notes a report in SabrangIndia.

The report further notes that the 
amended order restricts appeals for 
such persons solely to the tribunals 
under	specific	terms	and	conditions,	
and that may increase the “possibility 
of bias or an erroneous judgement”.

Is Amit Shah Seeking to Push NRC Across India?
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Centre’s clarification
However, the Centre has now 

clarified	 that	 the	 amendment	was	
done to facilitate the foreigners 
tribunals to decide on appeals made 
by people “not satisfied with the 
outcome of claims and objections 
filed	against	 the	NRC”.	The	MHA	
said that the May 30 order is 
applicable only to Assam for “all 
practical purposes” as the NRC is 
going on only in that state.

Assam Tribune reported that 
the	 official	 spokesperson	 of	MHA	
said that “since the foreigners 
tribunals under this order have been 
established only in Assam and in 
no other state of the country, this 
amendment in effect is going to be 
relevant only to Assam”.

The report said that MHA sources 
claimed that major amendments to 
the Foreigners (Tribunals) Order, 
1964 was done in 2013 and the 
May 30 order only followed it up 
to empower state governments and 
district magistrates. They said that 
there is “nothing Like the 2013 
amendments, the latest amendment 
is also applicable to the whole 
country.”

“Therefore, there is nothing new 
in this regard in the latest amendment 
of May 2019,” the report noted.

Courtesy: The Wire

Letter to Editor

Whither Nehru’s Dreams after Seven 
Decades of Indian Democracy

Harasankar Adhikari

Pandit	Jawaharlal	Nehru	in	his	address	to	Aligarh	Muslim	University	on	
24th January, 1948, hoped, “I wish to say that, in spite of everything, I have 
a firm faith in India’s future. . . . Although many of my old dreams have been 
shattered by recent events, yet the basic objective still holds and I see no 
reason to change it. That objective is to build a free India of high ideals and 
noble endeavours where there is equality of opportunity for all.”

What has happened to his dreams after seven decades of his lecture? 
India’s democratic culture has been institutionalised through a fully functional 
electoral system. This culture has strongly established political democracy. 
It has ensured political and civil rights, constitutionalism, the rule of law, 
and so forth. But it does not ensure free and fair vote because people of 
India witness violence, torture and murder during election time. Further, 
this political democracy fails to guarantee economic well-being, ending of 
caste discrimination and gender injustice, and secularism. It is evident that 
everyday people (especially in rural areas) face terrible hardships of poverty, 
malnutrition and disease. 

It is evident that political democracy of India has become impotent to meet 
its promises—rights, justice, freedom, equality, and human dignity. India’s 
electoral democracy has been transformed into a universal adult franchise 
which is limited to so-called political freedom. But people remain unequal 
and ‘unfree’ in their daily lives.

The speech of Nehru in the Constituent Assembly in 1947 while moving 
the ‘The Resolution of Aims and Objectives in the Constituent Assembly’ 
stated, “The first task of this assembly is to free India through a new 
constitution, to feed the starving people, and to clothe the naked masses, and 
to give every Indian the fullest opportunity to develop himself according to his 
capacity.” This thus called for extending the promises of formal democracy 
into the economic, social, cultural and domestic sphere.     

But where is the fullest opportunity for people to develop themselves 
according to their inherent capacity seven decades after Nehru expressed this 
hope? The educated youth of this country are deeply mired in the crises of 
unemployment. No effort is being made to provide them decent jobs. They 
are forced to work in temporary and low-paid jobs in the service sectors, like 
for example working in the sales department of shopping malls or becoming 
food delivery boys of Swiggy or Zomato. 

Political parties of India are trying to make further false promises of 
providing doles to the suffering of India, in the name of direct cash transfers 
to	their	bank	accounts.	When	will	they	think	of	fulfilling	the	dreams	of	Nehru,	
the promises made by him to the citizens of the country? Have they forgotten 
them, or are they deliberately ignoring them? 
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Millions of people in Sudan have 
joined a general strike called by 
Sudanese Professionals Association 
(SPA), shutting down the centres 
of cities across the country despite 
a wave of arrests and intimidation. 
The SPA, which led the protests 
that overthrew former president 
Omar al-Bashir in April, has been 
demanding that the Transitional 
Military Council that succeeded him 
hand over power to civilian forces. 
The civil disobedience campaign 
aimed at forcing the ruling military 
junta to accept civilian rule began 
on Sunday, June 9, after the military 
and the notorious paramilitary 
force, the Rapid Security Forces 
(RSF), forcibly dispersed the sit-ins 
organised by the SPA outside the 
army headquarters in Khartoum and 
other army posts across the country, 
killing over a hundred, injuring more 
than 700 and raping many men and 
women.

Several people have been 
killed by the RSF since the civil 
disobedience began. The RSF has 
been patrolling the streets of the 
capital and other cities of Sudan 
on pick-up trucks mounted with 
machine guns, terrorising the 
civilians. Despite the repression, 
the civil disobedience has continued. 
For the past few days, banks, 
airports, public transport etc. have 
been completely paralysed. Most of 
the shops remain shuttered and the 
business district in central Khartoum 
is deserted.

In order to deny the military junta 
the	access	to	finances	and	paralyse	
the state apparatus, the SPA has also 
called on all Sudanese, including the 
diaspora staying abroad, to avoid 

making transactions through banks.
The Central Bank of Sudan, 

whose employees were terrorised 
by militiamen for undertaking strike 
action on May 28 and 29, released 
an	official	statement	saying	that	the	
bank will not be participating in the 
current strike, called as a part of the 
civil disobedience action. However, 
most employees reportedly did not 
report to work.

Attempts of the military to force 
the striking staff of Port Sudan to 
work failed and as all operations 
there were brought to a halt. A 
number of workers in aviation, 
banking and electricity sector have 
been detained and the SPA said they 
fear the move was in an attempt to 
force	 them	 to	work.	Unconfirmed	
reports estimate the total number of 
arrests over the last few days to be 
several hundred.

According to a statement by the 
SPA, heavily armed paramilitaries 
from the Rapid Support Forces 
(RSF) have “completely shut down” 
eight hospitals. The militia men 
attacked the doctors who were 
treating the protesters injured in 
last Monday’s massacre and forced 
many patients out and beat many 
to death.

 Preparations for civil disobedience 
has been made in advance

One day prior to the start of 
the civil disobedience, the SPA put 
out a statement announcing that 
the preparations were complete. 
Committees have been formed in 
all neighbourhoods, with different 
people tasked with different 
responsibilities.

These include “ensuring the 

presence of food and drinking 
sources for the residents of the 
neighborhood, especially the 
elderly, the children and the needy”, 
“relocation of emergency patients 
to hospitals in coordination with 
the sub-medical committees” and 
spreading information to houses 
in the neighbourhood to raise 
awareness about the political 
situation and explain the goals of 
the civil disobedience.

With the internet blockade still 
in place, all the coordination and 
awareness raising work is being 
carried out mostly through SMS, 
and also through hand-written notes 
circulated by committees formed in 
the neighbourhoods.

The SPA has also called for 
protesters to erect barricades 
on all major roads and bridges. 
However, unlike the barricades 
that were erected around the sit-in 
demonstrations that were dispersed, 
these barricades are not to be 
guarded.

In order to avoid confrontation 
with the RSF militia, the SPA 
has given a call to “barricade and 
withdraw”. Should the barricades 
be demolished by the militia, the 
protesters have been advised not to 
intervene but to withdraw to safety 
quickly, and then rebuild after they 
leave.

“They dismantled the barricade, 
we built it again. They dismantled 
again, and we rebuilt it. It was 
a game of cat and mouse,” one 
protester was reported to have 
said, recounting his experience on 
the streets, which protesters are 
attempting to reclaim again.

In the city of Omdurman, a mass 

Total Civil Disobedience and Strike Begins in Sudan

Pavan Kulkarni
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rally took place on Friday night, 
followed by smaller marches on 
Saturday. Rallies in the city of Bahri 
(known also as Khartoum North), 
which lies to the north of the capital 
city in Khartoum state, reportedly 
came under attack prior to the start 
of the civil disobedience.

Update: On June 13, the media 
reported that the SPA has called off 
the civil disobedience movement after 
the Transitional Military Council 
(TMC), in its meeting with Ethiopian 
special envoy Mohamoud Dirir, 
agreed to release political prisoners. 
This was one of the confidence 
building measures demanded by the 
opposition following the massacre of 
more than 100 protestors, before it 
resumed talks with the TMC. 

(Courtesy: People’s Dispatch, an in-
ternational media organisation with 
the mission of publicising voices from 
people’s movements and organisa-
tions across the globe.)

“One has to be alive to be 
a patriot,” former Indian health 
secretary K Sujatha Rao wrote on 
Twitter on May 13, 2019, referring 
to election debates that focussed on 
issues of “nationalism and terror and 
not health”.

The data back Rao’s assertion of 
misplaced priorities.

In 2017, terrorism claimed the 
lives of 766 Indians, or 0.007% 
of all deaths, while health reasons 
claimed 6.6 million Indians, or 90% 
of all deaths.

8,000 times more deaths from 
ill-health than terror

There were 9.9 million deaths in 
India in 2017, with a death rate of 
717.79 deaths per 100,000 people, 
according to the 2018 Global Burden 
of Disease (GBD), a global estimate 
of morbidity and mortality published 
by	the	University	of	Washington.

Communicable,  maternal , 
neonatal and nutritious diseases 
caused 26.6% of all deaths in India, 
and non-communicable diseases 
caused 63.4% of all deaths, while 
injuries accounted for 9.8%.

Deaths	by	conflict	and	terrorism	
fall  under the “interpersonal 
violence” category, accounting 
for 0.007% of all deaths, or 766, 
according to GBD data.

Terrorism claimed even fewer 
lives than the above number, 
according to another database: there 
were 178 terror incidents reported 
nationwide in 2017, killing 77 and 
injuring 295, according to the South 
Asia Terrorism Portal.

D e a t h s  d u e  t o  d i a b e t e s 

(254,500), suicides (210,800), 
infectious diseases (2 million) and 
non-communicable diseases (6.2 
million) put together are 8,000 times 
the deaths caused by terrorism (766).

One reason for the large number 
of deaths in India due to disease is 
India’s low public health spending. 
India’s public health spending is 
among the world’s lowest. With 
a	 fifth	 of	 the	world’s	 population,	
India’s public expenditure was 
1.02% of gross domestic product 
(GDP) in 2015.

 While India’s health budget 
is rising—in 2018 it was double 
of what it was in 2010—it is still 
inadequate, considering that India is 
home to a third of the world’s stunted 
children, has the highest number of 
tuberculosis patients and reports 
among the world’s highest out-of-
pocket expenditure, an indicator of 
public healthcare failures.

The National Health Policy of 
2017 talked about increasing public-
health spending to 2.5% of GDP by 
2025, but India has not yet met the 
2010 target of 2% of GDP.

Poor investment in health and 
education directly impacts the 
country’s productivity and economic 
growth. Indians work for six-and-
a-half years at peak productivity, 
compared to 20 years in China, 
16 in Brazil and 13 in Sri Lanka, 
ranking 158th out of 195 countries 
in an international ranking of human 
capital.

(Yadavar is a principal correspondent 
with IndiaSpend.)

Terror Accounts For 0.007% Of Indian 
Deaths, Ill-Health 90%

Swagata Yadavar
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