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Articles and Features :

 ‘We did not like how army’s name was being misused’:
General Shankar Roy Chowdhury (retd)

‘This letter is not a complaint, it’s more indignation, because we do not like being

used as political tools by people of various parties.’

The letter in question was purportedly written by a group of retired officers of the army, navy

and air force to the President, the supreme commander of the armed forces, urging him to urgently

direct all political parties to stop using the services to further their political agenda.

The 156 signatories include eight former service chiefs.

General Shankar Roy Chowdhury (retd), a former Indian Army chief and one of the signatories,

says he was certainly in the loop on the decision to write to Rashtrapati Bhavan about the politicisation

of the armed forces, agrees with the tone of the letter, and says he consented to his name being

appended.

“We are indignant and annoyed that the good name of the defence forces is being used in a

political context. It reflects on our izzat and we don’t like it,” the general told Rediff.com’s

Swarupa Dutt.

General Shankar Roy Chowdhury (retd)

Full text of the letter sent to President Ram Nath Kovind
Dear Shri Ram Nath Kovind Ji,

We, the signatories, are Armed Forces

Veterans who have served in the defence of

our nation in various appointments, in

peacetime and in operational and war zones

over the past several decades.

The apolitical and secular nature of Indias

Armed Forces has been an article of faith

for every soldier, sailor and airman. Indias

Armed Forces have loyally upheld the

democratic principle of civil control over the

military. Their military professionalism on

and off the field, combined with the devotion

to duty in protecting Indias territorial
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sovereignty and national integrity, remains

widely appreciated.

The soldiers, sailors and airmen of the

Armed Forces owe allegiance to the

Constitution of India, of which you, as

President of the Indian Union, are the legal

custodian.

It is for this reason that the President is

also the Supreme Commander of the Armed

Forces and we serve and execute orders at

the will of the President and as decided from

time to time by the Executive that is, the

Government of the day.

You would be aware that those in active

service (men and women of all ranks in the

Army, Navy and Air Force) cannot speak out,

even on matters which might affect their

interests adversely, since they are subject to

military law and are governed by the

parliamentary Acts of their respective

Service.

However, we Veterans being in continuous

touch with our own military fraternity, as

also with serving personnel at all levels,

have a finger on the pulse, so to speak. And

it is for this reason that we write to bring to

your attention, as the Supreme Commander

of Indias Armed Forces, some concerns

which have caused considerable alarm and

disquiet among both the serving and the

retired personnel of our Forces.

We refer, Sir, to the unusual and completely

unacceptable practice of political leaders

taking credit for military operations like

cross-border strikes, and even going so far

as to claim the Armed Forces to be Modi ji

ki Sena. This is in addition to media pictures

of election platforms and campaigns in which

party workers are seen wearing military

uniforms; and posters and images with

pictures of soldiers and especially of Indian

Air Force Wing Commander Abhinandan

Varthaman, displayed.

We do appreciate that complaints by some

senior retired personnel, including a written

submission from a former Chief of the Naval

Staff to the Chief Election Commissioner,

have elicited a prompt response. Indeed a

notification has been issued asking for an

explanation from those responsible for these

statements, including from the Chief Minister

of Uttar Pradesh. However we regret to state

that these do not appear to have resulted in

any substantive change of behaviour and

practice on the ground.

With the General Elections round the

corner, and given the prevailing environment

where political parties and candidates seem

to be acting in total disregard of the

declaration of the model code of conduct,

we fear that such incidents may only

increase as polling day draws near.

We believe that you will surely agree that

any such misuse of the Armed Forces

established under the Constitution of India

and under the supreme command of the

President of India, would impinge adversely

on the morale and fighting efficiency of the

serving man or woman in uniform. It could

therefore directly affect national security and

national integrity.

We therefore appeal to you to ensure that

the secular and a-political character of our

Armed Forces is preserved.

We hereby respectfully urge you to take

all necessary steps to urgently direct all

political parties that they must forthwith

desist from using the military, military

uniforms or symbols, and any actions by

military formations or personnel, for political

purposes or to further their political

agendas.

This communication is copied to the Chief

Election Commissioner of the Election

Commission of India for information and

action.

We, the undersigned, endorse the above.

Courtesy Rediff.com, April 12, 2019
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Elections 2019: India at Cross roads
Ram Puniyani

Elections in a democracy can rightly be called

as festival of the masses. They determine the

course of the country in times to come. That is

generally the case and Indian democracy has

been steering this path, deepening the democratic

process so far. It is not that there are no

problems. Many issues related to money power,

muscle power, EVM machines reliability have

marred to objectivity of the process. A newer

dimension to the hindrance in the march towards

a substantive democratic society has been

intensified during last close to five years. That

factor relates to the division of society along

religious lines, undermining the democratic

process by blatant abuse of power to browbeat

the religious minorities. The guardian of

democracy, Indian Constitution has been

challenged and opposed bluntly by the forces,

which resort to the politics in the name of

religion’s identity, namely by using identity issues

related to Hinduism. The events of last five

years, the Modi regime has alerted, frightened

and shaken various sections of society for

different reasons.

The large section of population which voted

for him in the hope of Acche Din (good days),

15 lakhs in accounts of everyone, end of

corruption, control over price rise, strengthening

of rupee vis a vis dollar, creation of employment,

and Minimum support price for farmers have

been totally disillusioned and are suffering the

pangs of joblessness and agrarian crisis. Rising

prices have broken the back of average sections

of society. The fragmented opposition has

realized the folly of disunity and serious though

not totally successful efforts are going on to

forge the opposition unity. The opposition has

realized major reason for Modi’s victory apart

from massive propaganda and corporate

funding has been the fragmented opposition.

While a lot more is expected from opposition to

forge a minimum program, the sharpening the

focus of people’s issues, whatever little has been

achieved so far, is likely to become stronger as

the elections come knocking on our doors.

Modi and company have driven a serious

wedge in the unity of the country. The issue of

Ram Temple, Ghar Wapasi, Love jihad and

finally Cow-beef have seriously affected the

fraternity of Indians, which is the foundation of

the secular democracy. The pluralism, which

had been the backbone of Indian freedom

struggle and the underlining point of our

Constitution has been attacked recklessly by the

ruling Government. While BJP has driven its

agenda hard, its allies, enjoying the perks of

power have quietly acquiesced in the BJP

agenda.

Modi’s rise to power began after the Godhra

train burning issue was politicized, communalized

and was made the pretext of unleashing a

carnage in the state. This polarization gave

bigger electoral support to BJP in the elections

that followed. After this Modi switched the

language and started talking of Vikas

(development). For him Viaks is synonymous

with giving blank chits to his capitalists hanger-

on’s. Capitalists reaped rich dividend and started

asserting that Modi should be the next Prime

minster. RSS, BJP’s parent organization, played

its card with deftness and put in lakhs of its

swayamsewvaks/prachraks to ensure the

victory of Modi. This was the first time that

BJP crossed the Rubicon of simple majority and

along with pliant power hungry associates

unleashed the agenda of RSS Combine, the

agenda of Hindu nationalism. Kashmir became

a real estate issue more than before. The so

called fringe elements, the essential part of

‘division of labor’ of RSS Combine, started

ruling the streets and lynching became the

dominant part of the politics of Modi combine.
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The intimidation of religious minorities did get

accompanied by the attacks on dalits and

insecurity of women increased. The farmers,

totally neglected by corporate oriented politics

of BJP started protesting time and over again,

to no avail of course. Their dissatisfaction is

simmering and adding on to the disquiet among

other sections of society. All this put together

the electoral surveys started revealing the defeat

of BJP.

Here comes in the terrorist attack in

Pulwama, which is being milked by the ruling

regime to gain electoral advantage. BJP is

projecting the actions of army as the

achievement of Modi-BJP. BJP which came to

power last time on the slogan of Achhe Din is

now out to project that Modi is

a majboot (strong) leader. This media blitz is

dominating the scene. The opposition which

asked questions about the claims of the ruling

government is being defamed as if they doubt

the claims of army! What a twist and convoluted

way to criticize opposition parties! Will this work

for Modi’s electoral prospects?

As such today the countrymen are facing the

choice between the ‘idea of India’ which

emerged from freedom movement, the idea

which saw people of all religions as being equal

partners in the enterprise of nation building, equal

before law and equal in all matters of citizenship.

The competing narrative is that of Modi-BJP,

where Hindu elite are the pivot of politics, where

problems of average people are put on the

margins, where dalits are subjected to Una type

beatings or Rohith Vemula type institutional

murders, where the women face the situation

like Kathua and Unnao, and religious minorities

are relegated to second class citizenship.

Despite the mighty propaganda machine of

Modi, what is clear is that you can’t fool the

people all the time. The Achhe Din could delude

the masses for once. The hyper patriotism,

muscular nationalism may put the masses in

trance for temporary time, but that can’t last

beyond a point. The pangs of problems, will

surely assert themselves this time around and

the moderate language of opposition, the cry

for addressing problems of issues will surely

prevail and those standing for the idea of India

of Mahatma Gandhi, Nehru and Sardar Patel

will surely triumph this time around. The hope

is, wisdom of the masses will realize what is

best for the country in times to come, and that’s

what will come to the rescue of Indian

democracy, that’s what will thwart the danger

of sectarian nationalism.      

Dear Friends,

Please mail your articles/reports for publication in the RH

to: mahipalsinghrh@gmail.com, or theradicalhumanist@gmail.com

or post them to: E-21/5-6, Sector- 3, Rohini, Delhi- 110085.

Please send your digital passport size photograph and your brief

resume if it is being sent for the first time to the RH.

A note whether it has also been published elsewhere or is being sent

exclusively for the RH should also be attached with it.

 - Mahi Pal Singh, Editor, The Radical Humanist

Articles/Reports for The Radical Humanist
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There’s always an alternative
We are being told there is no other choice but Modi, and therein lies the danger

Avijit Pathak

As the elections approach, the ruling regime

wants to make us believe that there is no

alternative, and hence it is wise to reject the

Opposition that can only cause ‘anarchy’. Yes,

the propaganda machinery that the establishment

has succeeded in creating through noisy TV

channels and the toxic social media manufactures

this ‘truth’ — Modi with his macho-nationalism

is the best choice, and the BJP with its Amit Shah

and Arun Jaitley knows how to emancipate the

country from all the ‘mistakes’ Nehru and his

‘dynasty’ committed. 

As awakened voters and self-reflexive

political subjects, we need to understand the

implications of this discourse. Agreed, at a deeper

level, the structure of ‘representative democracy’

and the electoral process associated with money/

muscle power, as Gandhi’s vision of decentralised

‘oceanic circles’ and MN Roy’s ‘radical

humanism’ with party-less participatory

democracy would suggest, tend to impose some

sort of passivity on us. We are compelled to

believe that we can’t do much except ‘choosing’

the ‘lesser evil’; and we have no control over

the quality of candidates the gigantic political

parties impose on us. In a way, it generates some

sort of cynicism and helplessness: everyone is

corrupt, and hence it makes no sense to think of

an alternative possibility! Is it that after every

five years we only ‘select’ our masters? 

Even though we have to acknowledge the

inherent limitations of the form of democracy we

have institutionalised, we should try to see some

possibilities in it by exercising our agency, critical

thinking and ethically nuanced political praxis.

And it is in this context that we can see the

dangers of the no-alternative discourse, which

emanates from the cult of ‘absolute certainty’

through which all authoritarian regimes seek to

define themselves. ‘We

are infallible. We are

true nationalists. And all

those who oppose us

are dangerous’ —

Indira (recall the dark

days of Emergency)

thought like this; and

today the assertive noise that the ruling regime

makes manifests itself in Amit Shah’s body

language filled with inflated confidence, Mr

Modi’s melodramatic and aggressive speeches,

Arun Jaitley’s one-dimensional blog,  Ravi

Shankar Prasad’s ‘legalistic’ press conference

and Sambit Patra’s toxic words on TV channels

known for deciding the fate of the ‘republic’ in

our ‘times’. To cherish democracy, however, is

to celebrate the idea of experimentation,

possibilities and changes. Hence, the

popularisation of the no-alternative discourse is

inherently anti-democratic.

Another danger of this discourse is that it

seeks to transform us as mere consumers guided

by ‘brand consciousness’. Hence, politics, too, is

being projected as a ‘product’, and a political

personality becomes a ‘brand’. Let us understand

it through an analogy. Salman Khan as a ‘brand’

promotes, say, a specific soft drink product; and

his ‘magical performance’ aims at seducing the

consumers. Likewise, in our times — driven by

the management discourse of selling politics as a

product, we see Modi as a ‘brand’ (‘energetic’,

‘efficient’, ‘dashing’ and ‘brave’) selling the

politics as a ‘product’ — the gospel of hyper-

masculine nationalism that gives a tough lesson

to the ‘enemy’ — internal as well as external;

the project of techno-development that promises

bullet trains and smart cities; and the psychology

of ‘Hindu pride’ aiming at reclaiming the
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‘heritage’ the ‘Muslim invaders’ destroyed. With

the 24x7 ‘live coverage’ of the ‘presentation of

self’, the hyper-real spectacles of the ‘surgical

strike’ and ‘surveys’ indicating his ‘mass appeal’,

Modi as a ‘brand’ looks gorgeous. And hence,

as the argument goes, there is no alternative

because an ‘immature’ Rahul, a ‘pro-Muslim’

Mamata and an ‘eccentric’ Mayawati look so

‘dull’. It is like saying that Pepsi is so gorgeous

that a glass of lemon water can never be an

alternative! The danger is that as passive

consumers of politics with ‘brand consciousness’,

we lose our democratic spirit — the ability to

think clearly and critically, and the creativity to

nurture our own politics.  Another point needs to

be understood. ‘Alternatives’ are not like fancy

products that one can buy as a consumer. Our

alternative political culture or our alternative mode

of governance ought to emerge out of a sustained

search and practice. We will make mistakes, and

even enter a domain of chaos or uncertainty. Yet,

history teaches us that without creative practice,

temporary upheaval, and experimentation nothing

innovative takes place. Gandhi made experiments

with satyagraha; Ambedkar interrogated

patriarchal Brahminism; and Marx dared to see

beyond the exploitative character of capitalism.

They were working on alternatives.

We need to see beyond what the ruling regime

symbolises — the culture of narcissism leading

to the mass psychology of authoritarianism, the

aggression of militaristic nationalism, the reduction

of religion into a mere identity-marker, the close

affinity with the corporate elite causing further

marginalisation of the downtrodden, and the

normalisation of aggression and hatred. If we

begin to think that there cannot be or should not

be any alternative, we accept the rejection of

our reflexivity and agency. 

Well, it is possible to say that the ‘opposition’

parties — given the history of their opportunism

and instrumental politics — are incapable of doing

things differently. Yet, we should not stop our

quest for an alternative political culture, even if

we do not get a perfect result. Modi, too, emerged

as an alternative to the corrupt UPA-II. So, this

time why should we deprive ourselves of striving

for an alternative to the present regime known

for devastating consequences that measures like

demonetisation, and the culture of mob lynching,

cow vigilantism and war-mongering psychology

have led to?

Avijit Pathak is Professor of Sociology, JNU 

  Courtesy The Tribune, 21 March 2019.

- M.N. Roy
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The barbarization of India
The country continues to retreat into myth and mythology

Sunanda K. Datta-Ray

Indira Gandhi was unfazed in 1967 when

Neville Maxwell of The Times, London,

reported that the Lok Sabha elections

scheduled for that year might be India’s last.

Spotting him in Hyderabad House while votes

were being counted, she remarked smilingly

in passing, “Watching the end of our

democracy, Mr Maxwell?” There was much

gnashing of teeth and wringing of hands among

less sophisticated Indians. Even 52 years later,

one hears occasional anguished bleats about

Maxwell’s perfidy. Yet, no one turned a hair

when Sakshi Maharaj, a Bharatiya Janata

Party parliamentarian and ardent Narendra

Modi loyalist, announced the other day, “This

is the last election in the country.”

He probably meant that an epochal BJP

victory would make electoral contests

redundant. That wasn’t political analysis. It

was astrology which weighs more than

evidence in a society where the Samjhauta

blast acquittals suggest 68 people were killed

without human involvement. “I am a sanyasi

and can see the future,” Sakshi Maharaj

declared, beard, turban, tilak and beads vesting

his forecast with divine sanction. Nirad C.

Chaudhuri called it the “barbarization” of India.

For Kancha Ilaiah, Dalit activist, writer and

award-winning Nehru Fellow, “the BJP is

converting India into a primitive nation.” The

problem is with practice, not theory; not robust

nationalism so much as the folk culture that

reduces religion to superstition and regards

lynching and ghar wapsi as all in a day’s work.

Boasts about artificial insemination, “genetic

science” and “plastic surgeons” make India’s

leaders the laughing stock of the civilized world.

The liberal British newspaper, The

Guardian, with a history of befriending India,

reported that “no Indian scientist has come

forward as yet to challenge” the outrageous

scientific claims which appear on Modi’s

official website. Ambition being sycophantic,

the wonder is that more Indians haven’t rushed

forward to support them. Stalwarts of the BJP

rubbish Einstein, Orville and Wilbur Wright,

Isaac Newton and Charles Darwin but not the

prime minister’s gobbledygook. Satyapal Singh,

policeman-turned-politician, rejects the theory

of evolution because no one ever saw “an ape

turning into a man.” Singh’s trump card is that

his grandparents in Basauli village of Baghpat

district in Uttar Pradesh had never mentioned

Darwin. As junior minister for human resource

development, he is responsible for higher

education, which has been faltering ever since

Newton was allowed to plagiarize ancient

Hindu mantras codifying the laws of motion.

As minister of state for water resources, river

development and Ganga rejuvenation, he is

responsible for the Ganga being sacred but not

clean.

Vedic instruction will flourish even more

when the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh’s

science wing, Vijnana Bharati, takes overall

control of education. Schools won’t be allowed

then to peddle Western pseudoscience. It will

all be swadesi. The HRD ministry is already

setting up a Bhartiya Shiksha Board. A

department of science and technology steering

committee will promote Panchgavya — cow’s

milk, ghee, curd, dung and urine mixed with

jaggery, banana, coconut water and sugarcane

juice — as the foolproof cure for all ailments.

The Akhil Bharatiya Gau Sewa Sangh, also

with RSS links, claims that Indian (not foreign)

cow dung absorbs radiation and should be

smeared on mobiles. ‘Cowpathy’ is the cult of
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the future.

Adapting an old maxim, a political party can

save itself by its exertions and others by its

example. It can pull itself to the top of the

dungheap by its obfuscation and force others

to wallow in its stink. Rahul Gandhi could have

been the face of superstition-free modernism.

Instead, a politician whose youth is his oldest

tradition tried to outdo obscurantists in temple-

hopping. Mamata Banerjee lashed out at the

BJP for daring to question her religion with the

fine retort, “My religion is humanity.” Then she

spoilt it by boasting of the temples her Trinamul

Congress had built.

As India retreats into myth and mythology,

Sakshi Maharaj may wonder why his prophecy

has attracted so little attention while Maxwell’s

thesis that democracy’s day is done and the

future belongs to the saviour on a white horse

ensured him everlasting notoriety. In 1967, the

saviour could only have been the military.

Despite RSS stalwarts marching up and down

in baggy khaki shorts like 19th- century

colonial officials, no one associated cranks with

power. Now, with sena militants lynching

Muslims with impunity and chief ministers

confusing everyone by dressing up as godmen,

everyone does. Sakshi Maharaj’s message is

that the future has arrived. There was a Modi

wave before the 2014 elections “but this time

there is a tsunami”. He alone has noticed it

because he is “an ascetic”. He also commands

modern technology, and a video shows him

spreading the word. “Our leader Modi is a

global leader,” he declaims even if not

everyone globally is convinced that plastic

surgery began when an ancient Hindu grafted

an elephant’s head on a human body. Sakshi

Maharaj knows “people are saying that Modi

hai to desh hai.” He knows that “for the first

time, there is an awakening in the country.”

He knows that with the BJP faring even better

than in 2014, this will be the election to end all

elections. “There will be no election after that.”

Amit Shah, confirmed as the rising star after

muscling L.K. Advani out of Gandhinagar, only

believes that if the BJP wins this time, “no one

can throw us out in 50 years”. Sakshi Maharaj

speaks of eternity. Adityanath may not be too

comfortable with another saffron politician in

his state but a grateful Modi has rewarded

Sakshi Maharaj again with the Unnao ticket.

By 2069 — Shah’s 50-year span —

Pakistan will have been India’s for 44 years,

according to another RSS soothsayer, Indresh

Kumar. Instead of buying Antiguan citizenship,

Indians will then buy houses in Karachi,

Lahore, Rawalpindi and Sialkot. Tibet will be

an Indian satellite (like Bangladesh where “we

have ensured a government of our liking”

Kumar gloats) and Mansarovar pilgrims can

cock a snook at China. “Traitors” like Hamid

Ansari, Naseeruddin Shah and Navjot Singh

Sidhu will be hung, drawn and quartered. IIT

students will learn about “Pushpak Vimaan”,

the flying chariot in the Ramayana. Delhi’s

Jama Masjid will follow the Babri Masjid

without any dispute over the successor-temple.

Gurmeet Ram Rahim Singh, whose

imprisonment for rape and murder provoked

protests by “crores of people”, will be an

acclaimed national hero.

But little can Modi have guessed when he

wrote the foreword to a school text which

maintains that Rama flew the first aeroplane

that dissent would raise its ugly head under his

very nose. Ramesh Pokhriyal, a former

Uttarakhand chief minister who told the Lok

Sabha that the second century BC sage,

Kanada, had conducted a nuclear test, leapt

across the centuries to ridicule Rama’s alleged

feat and honoured Shivkar Bapuji Talpade for

inventing aeroplanes eight years before the

Wright brothers. Why then, Modi can ask, was

the film, Hawaizaada, based on Talpade’s life,

originally titled Bambai Fairytale? Baba

Ramdev basks in Modi’s favour because Smriti

Irani no longer does. As HRD minister three
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Swami Aseemanand Acquitted!
Whither Indian Justice System?

Ram Puniyani

Seeing the pattern of justice delivery system

of India currently it seems getting justice,

punishing the guilty is not easy. The judgments

come as an outcome of the evidence produced

by the executive, police in front of the

magistrates. The attitude of the ruling

dispensation matters a lot in matters of the

crimes related to the ideology being

propounded and defended by the ruling party.

Sometimes the assertion and strength of the

ideologies, which are dominant but not in

power also influence the delivery of justice.

Times and over again this cruel fact has been

staring at our face. In Mumbai violence of

1992-93 nearly one thousand persons was

done to death, not too many convictions took

place related to the heinous crimes committed

during this carnage. In the aftermath of this

carnage the bomb blasts took place,

orchestrated by the underworld in

collaboration with ISI of Pakistan. In these

blasts nearly two hundred people died. In

these cases some have been hanged to death

for the crime, many have got life imprisonment

and many others got other punishments. This

is what should happen in a democracy. The

most glaring case has been the contrast

between Rubina Memon who is in prison for

life for being the formal owner of the car which

was used In Mumbai blasts, while Sadhvi

Pragya Singh Thakur, whose motor cycle was

used for Malegaon blast got the bail.

All this comes to one’s mind yet again when

the NIA Court has acquitted Swami

Aseemanand in case of Samjhauta Express

blast in which 68 people (43 of them from

Pakistan) died. Incidentally Swami was

granted bail in the Mecca Masjid blast case

earlier and the factors influencing justice

delivery became obvious as the main file, a

key document containing the disclosure by

Aseemanand, went missing from the Court’s

custody.

Swami Aseemanand, the associate of RSS,

who was working in Dangs with Vanvasi

Kalyan Ashram, was key figure in organizing

the Shabri Kumbh in Dangs. He also emerged

as the key figure in many a blast cases,

Malegaon, Mecca Masjid, Ajmer Dargah and

Samjhata Express. All these took place in

2006-2008. The whole series came to a stop

when Maharashtra ATS Chief Hemant

years ago, she had the temerity to reject

Ramdev’s Yogpeeth Trust’s application to

promote Vedic education. His reinstatement

also represents a victory for the present HRD

minister, Prakash Javadekar, over his

predecessor.

Anticipating fears about the Constitution

being replaced by a Hindutva document, Indrajit

Gupta had thundered many years ago that BJP

MPs had taken an oath on the Constitution and

remained bound by its principles and

fundamental tenets. Less impressed by the

sanctity of vows, P. Chidambaram mentioned

a more practical safeguard when he recently

dismissed the idea of the party getting the two-

thirds majority needed to push through

constitutional change. A formal switch might

be averted. This won’t be the last election

either. But the barbarization of India will

continue even under a BJP with the expected

reduced majority.

Courtesy The Telegraph online, 23.03.19
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Karkare, while investigating these cases came

across the fact that the motor cycle used in

Malegaon Blast cases belonged to Sadhvi

Pragya Thakur, and ex ABVP worker. The

trail of investigation led to the role of many a

followers of Hindutva ideology, influenced by

or close to RSS related organizations. When

these facts started coming out Karakare was

criticized and attacked by the Hindu

nationalists. Shiv Sena mouth Piece Saamna

wrote that we spit on the face of Karkare.

While the then Chief Minister of Gujarat Mr.

Narendra Modi called him Deshdrohi (Anti

national). Though Karkare was investigating

with full professional integrity, such criticisms

from political circles did shake him and he

shared his anxiety with his senior and upright

police officer Julio Rebiero. Later as NIA

started maligning Karkare, Reibero stood by

him and gave him the strongest testimony of

professional integrity.

The involvement of elements like Pragya

Thakur, Assemanand and company was a big

revelation and some from then UPA

Government used the word ‘Hindu terrorism’

or ‘saffron terrorism’ for these cases. This

was a faulty word anyway. It came up on the

lines of the prevalent term Islamic terrorism

which has been in vogue since quite some

time. Hemant Karkare was killed in 26/11

2008 terror attack in Mumbai. Many of those

calling him anti-National now declared him as

martyr! Later Rajasthan ATS further carried

the investigation and many from RSS related

stable were found to be accomplices in the

acts of terror. Subhash Gatade’s book Godse’s

Children chronicles it well.

The investigation changed the track with

the coming of NDA II in power in center in

2014. Rohini Salian the public prosecutor from

Mumbai, who was dealing with these cases

was told to go soft on these cases. Now a

decade later Hemant Karkare’s investigation

has been totally bypassed. Counter allegations

against Karkare are floating around. At the

same time doubts about the legal system and

its role in punishing the guilty is coming to

surface yet again.

In case of Swami Aseemanand, after his

arrest he had given a confession in front of a

magistrate. This confession was not in police

custody; this was after two days of judicial

custody. In his confession, which is legally

valid, he gave the details of his central role

and planning the blasts which took place during

2007-2008. He also indicated that even top

level RSS leadership was also in the know of

the goings on. In a long interviews spanning

over two years, given to Caravan Magazine

journalist Leena Raghunath (Believer,

Caravan) he stated the things similar to what

he told the magistrate. Later he withdrew the

statement given in front of magistrate saying

that the confession was given under pressure.

After this bail it is clear yet again that the

justice system is so much dependent on the

executive, the way police presents the case

to the Magistrate examining the case. In the

aftermath of this bail, Vikash Naraan Rai,

who was Chief of SIT, investigating into

Samjhauta blast, questions the handling of

case by NIA. He asks “It is for the NIA to

answer that why the witnesses resiled (back-

traced) in this case. As they have turned

hostile in the court even after giving

statements under 164 of CrPC, the

investigating agency should press perjury

charges on them. The general perception is

that NIA had gone soft in this case. One can

further comment once the complete judgment

comes,”

With this bail the question comes up who is

responsible for the death of those 68 people,

as usual it seems nobody did the blast leading

to Samjhauta express tragedy! What we are

witnessing is a sustained effort to undermine

the process of justice in pursuit of sectarian

nationalism.
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How Not to Appoint a Lokpal
Under the leadership of the self-proclaimed chowkidar, an independent and
credible lokpal has been sacrificed at the altar of short-term political gains.

Anjali Bhardwaj

The Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act was passed

by parliament and received the assent of the

president on January 1, 2014. The law was

enacted as a result of a strong public campaign

demanding the setting up of an independent and

empowered anti-corruption ombudsman, which

would work without fear or favour to tackle cases

of big-ticket corruption involving high level

government functionaries.

The need for the Lokpal stemmed from the

lack of public trust in existing investigating

agencies like the Central Bureau of Investigation

(CBI), widely seen as caged parrots dancing to

the tunes of the ruling dispensation.

After riding to power on the anti-corruption

agenda in the 2014 general elections, it was

expected that the Modi sarkar would take

necessary steps to ensure prompt appointment

of the Lokpal in a manner that instilled faith in

the institution.

Unfortunately, what ensued showed complete

lack of will on the part of the current regime to

set up a robust institution in keeping with the

letter and spirit of the law. The government failed

to take necessary steps to appoint any Lokpal

for nearly five years. Three weeks prior to the

commencement of the 2019 general elections,

when the appointment of the chairperson and

members of the Lokpal has finally been made,

the process of appointment has been completely

compromised in at least two ways.

The first is by having a preponderance of

government representatives and nominees on

the selection committee responsible for

recommending names for the position of

chairperson and members of the Lokpal.

An important principle for ensuring the

independence of institutions is that the selection

committee responsible for making appointments

to them should not have a majority of members

from the ruling party. The Lokpal Act, therefore,

provides for a balanced selection committee

comprising the prime minister, speaker of the

Lok Sabha, the recognised leader of opposition

(LoP) in the Lok Sabha, the Chief Justice of

India (CJI) or a judge of the Supreme Court

nominated by the CJI, and an eminent jurist

recommended by the four.

After the 2014 general elections, when no

one was recognised  as LoP, the Modi

government had its task cut out – introduce a

single amendment to modify the composition of

the selection committee by substituting the

recognised LoP with the leader of the single

largest opposition party in the Lok Sabha. A

similar measure was necessitated in other laws

like the one governing the appointment of the

CBI director, where the government promptly

brought a simple amendment, which was passed

by parliament.

Clearly showing its lack of will to implement

the Lokpal Act, the government introduced a

10 page amendment bill, which, instead of

limiting itself to amending the composition of

the selection committee, sought to fundamentally

dilute the original law. Given the controversial

nature of amendments, the bill was referred to

a parliamentary standing committee, where it

languished and was never enacted.

The matter of non-appointment of the Lokpal

was then raised by anti-corruption and

transparency activists in the Supreme Court,

which in April 2017 ruled that the Lokpal could

be appointed by a truncated selection

committee without the LoP. Even then, no

Lokpal was selected and it was only after a
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contempt petition was filed in court that the

selection committee headed by Prime Minister

Modi finally met for the first time after 45 months

of the BJP coming to power.

The PM, Lok Sabha speaker and the CJI

appointed Mukul Rohatgi, who had served as

attorney general during the first three years of

the Modi regime, as the eminent jurist on the

selection panel.

In what can at best be described as an act of

tokenism, the leader of the single largest party

in the Lok Sabha, Mallikarjun Kharge, was then

invited to the meetings of the selection committee

without being given any decision making powers.

Not surprisingly, he declined to attend.

As a result, the selection committee for

appointing the Lokpal ended up with a majority

of representatives with allegiance to the ruling

dispensation, and therefore an inherent bias

towards recommending candidates favoured by

the government. This defeats the very purpose

of the law.

Second, the working of the selection

committee of the Lokpal has been shrouded in

secrecy. In order to prevent arbitrariness, and

to ensure public scrutiny, section 4(4) of the

Lokpal Act provides that the selection committee

must regulate its procedure in a transparent

manner:

“The Selection Committee shall regulate its

own procedure in a transparent manner for

selecting the Chairperson and Members of the

Lokpal.”

However, in complete violation of the provision,

it appears that no procedure has been adopted to

ensure transparency in the manner of selection.

The norms for short-listing candidates adopted

by the search committee have not been made

public. Further, in response to applications filed

under the Right to Information Act, minutes of

the selection committee meetings were denied to

citizens – on the claim that minutes of meetings

are secret information!

This lack of transparency is especially

problematic, given that the truncated selection

committee is working without the leader of

opposition.

Unfortunately, by compromising the process

of selection, the Modi government has

undermined the institution of the Lokpal even

before it commenced functioning. In this way,

the anti-corruption ombudsman has been afflicted

with the same malaise as other agencies tasked

with fighting graft. Under the leadership of the

self-proclaimed chowkidar, an independent and

credible Lokpal has been sacrificed at the altar

of short-term political gains.

Anjali Bhardwaj is a transparency and

anti-corruption activist associated with the

National Campaign for Peoples’ Right to

Information and Satark Nagrik Sangathan.

Courtesy The Wire, 20 March 2019.

E Mail from the Chairperson, Indian Renaissance Institute

Dear Mahi Pal ji,

It is really remarkable that you were able to bring out compilation of

selected articles from the RH journal. These volumes would prove to be

very important reference material for the libraries.

I highly appreciate your efforts and congratulate you on this achievement

and for your contribution to the Humanist cause.

Warm regards,

Ramesh Awasthi
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Why Narendra Modi’s #MainBhi
Chowkidar Campaign Is Sheer Hypocrisy

Many serious cases of alleged corruption – the Rajan list of big loan defaulters, the

2G appeal and the Nirav Modi probe – are yet to catch the prime minister’s fancy.

Swati Chaturvedi

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has serious

chutzpah. His party’s #MainBhiChowkidar

campaign comes at a time when the Supreme

Court is examining whether new facts can be

looked at in the Rafale deal case, overriding

national security considerations. This apart, many

serious cases of alleged corruption – the Rajan

list of big loan defaulters, the 2G appeal and the

Nirav Modi probe – are yet to catch the

chowkidar’s fancy.

Modi’s spin masters are trying to buttress his

image with a campaign that refers to him as a

‘watchman’. The reality of Modi’s anti-corruption

credentials, however, can be gauged from his

office and government’s obdurate refusal to act

on big-ticket billionaires’ alleged criminal

corruption.

Ignore the Modi hype, for a minute, and

consider these facts. Former Reserve Bank of

India (RBI) governor Raghuram Rajan sent the

a list of the most high-profile alleged bank loan

fraudsters to Modi’s office as early as eight

months into the prime minister’s tenure. Rajan

had sought a multi-agency, investigation into these

cases, and wanted action to be taken so that it

could act as a deterrent to others.

You would reckon that a chowkidar would have

swooped in to order a probe and hold the corrupt

accountable.

And you would be wrong. An RTI application

filed by activist Saurav Das on whether the Prime

Minister’s Office sent the list to the Central

Board of Direct Taxes and ordered an

investigation got the response said that the PMO

had not ordered any action or shared the list.

The PMO has also refused to reveal the Rajan

list and action taken against the

alleged fraudsters to

parliament, despite six written

reminders from the

parliamentary estimates

committee chaired by senior

BJP leader Murli Manohar Joshi.

Worse, after Rajan replied to the committee

revealing the list as Joshi is finalising his report,

BJP MPs in the committee have refused to attend

recent meetings. This has ensure that the

committee does not have the required quorum to

adopt the report.

Senior Central Bureau of Information and

Enforcement Directorate sources confirmed to

this reporter that the PMO had not shared the

Rajan list or asked for any action – so much for

a “coordinated investigation”. Whatever spin or

gloss Modi’s team may put on this, the truth is

that the government is not taking action on

billionaire fraud despite the former RBI’s

governor’s explicit recommendations.

Modi rode to power on the high-profile 2G

spectrum scam. But because of his government’s

inexplicable tardiness and the shoddy, ham-

handed probe, the case collapsed in court. Special

Judge O.P. Saini acquitted all 17 accused,

including former telecom minister A. Raja.

Left red-faced, the government’s spin doctors

blamed the judge and the public prosecutor. Yet,

after the CBI filing what can only be described

as a pro-forma appeal in the high court, the case

has yet to see one substantial hearing in the last

year, with the government allowing adjournment

after adjournment without protest.

 (To be Contd...on Page- 42)
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50 Lakh People Have Lost Their Jobs Since
the Demonetisation Exercise, Says Report

The report states that women are much worse affected than men because they have

higher unemployment rates as well as lower labour force participation rates.

Deepa Balakrishnan
Bengaluru: India’s unemployment reached its

highest at 6 per cent in 2018, double of what it

was in the decade between 2000 and 2010.

According to a report by Azim Premji

University’s Centre for Sustainable Employment,

50 lakh people lost their jobs after Narendra

Modi’s demonetisation exercise in November

2016. The report also states that the

unemployment rate in the country had been

steadily on the rise in the last decade, and hit its

worst levels after 2016.

The ‘State of Working India 2019’ report on

employment and labour states that unemployment

is highest among the 20-24 years age-group, a

great cause for concern as this represents the

young workforce. This is true for all segments,

urban men and women, rural men and women.

Release of the report, in the middle of the Lok

Sabha election, is likely to further give opposition

parties ammunition to target the Modi government

on job losses during its tenure. Unemployment

has regularly topped pre-poll surveys as the issue

that concerns voters the most.

“In general, women are much worse affected

than men. They have higher unemployment rates

as well as lower labour force participation rates,”

the report states.

While official numbers on unemployment from

the Periodic Labour Force Survey of the National

Sample Survey Organisation (NSSO) is not

available from the Ministry of Statistics, the only

other survey available to take stock of

employment situation is that of the Centre for

Monitoring the Indian Economy (CMIE).

A leaked copy of the NSSO report accessed

by the media had shown that unemployment had

touched a 45-year-high of 6.1 per cent in 2017-

2018. The University’s study draws from this

CMIE survey of about 1,60,000 households

conducted every four months.

“After remaining at around 2-3 per cent from

1999 to 2011, the unemployment rate has steadily

increased to around 5 per cent in 2015 and then

just over 6 per cent in 2018. Both the PLFS and

the CMIE-CPDX report the overall

unemployment rate to be around 6 per cent in

2018, double of what it was in the decade from

2000 to 2011,” the research paper, by Anand

Shrivastava, Rosa Abraham and Amit Basole,

states.

It adds: “During the entire time that the overall

unemployment rate was around 3 per cent, the

unemployment rate among the educated was 10

per cent. It has increased since 2011 (9 per cent)

to around 15-16 per cent (in 2016).”

The study also does a comparative analysis of

data from three different sets of data and

concludes that unemployment trends are by and

large consistent in all three.

“The last three years have been one of great

turmoil in the Indian labour market as well as in

the system of labour statistics.... four big lessons

stand out: 1. Unemployment, in general, has risen

steadily post-2011, whichever survey we

examine. 2. The highest education and the young

are vastly over-represented among the

unemployed 3. The less educated have seen job

losses and reduced work opportunities in this time-

period 4. Women are worse off than men with

respect to levels of unemployment and reduced

labour force participation,” the report states.

India’s working-age population (15+ years)

increased from 950.8 million in 2016 to 983.1

million in 2018.

Courtesy News18.com, April 17, 2019.
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Govt’s Electoral Bonds Scheme Lets Shell Firms
Give Black Money to Political Parties, EC Tells SC

The Election Commission told the Supreme Court that electoral

bonds hamper transparency in political funding, and it had informed

the law ministry about flaws in the scheme in May 2017 itself.
Debayan Roy

New Delhi:Contradicting the Narendra Modi

government’s stand in Supreme Court, the

Election Commission on Wednesday stated in

an affidavit that electoral bonds would affect

transparency in political funding, thereby leading

to “black money” in elections through “shell

companies.”

A petition filed by the Association of

Democratic Reforms had challenged the validity

of the scheme of Electoral Bonds is scheduled

to be taken up by the Supreme Court on April 2,

just over a week after which the first phase of

the Lok Sabha election would begin.

The central government had earlier told the

court that electoral bonds will promote

transparency and accountability in funding and

donations received by political parties in India.

However, the poll body told the apex court

that it had informed the law ministry about flaws

in the scheme in May 2017 itself.

The letter sent to the Ministry of Law and

Justice on May 26, 2017 - which was annexed

with the affidavit - specifically raised point-by-

point issues with the amendments, the EC said.

After the amendment made to Section 29C

of the Representation of Peoples Act

1951(RPA), political parties need not report to

ECI the donations received through electoral

bonds.

The ECI has described this a “retrograde step

as far as transparency of donations is

concerned” and called for withdrawal of the

amendment.

“In a situation where contributions received

through electoral Bonds are not reported, on

perusal of the Contribution Reports of the

political parties, it cannot be ascertained whether

the political party has taken any donation in

violation of provisions under Section 29-B of

the Representation of People Act, 1951, which

prohibits the political parties from taking

donations from Government Companies and

Foreign Sources,” reads the ECI affidavit.

In its letter to the law ministry, ECI said it

had also flagged the amendments made to

Companies Act, 2013 that would encourage

donations by “shell companies”.

It cited that the amendment to Section 182

of the Act exhausted the restriction that

contribution can be made only to the extent of

7.5% of net average profit of three preceding

financial years, enabling even newly

incorporated companies to donate via electoral

bonds.

“This opens up the possibility of shell

companies being set up for the sole purpose of

making donations to political parties, with no

other business consequence of having

disbursable profits,” the ECI letter to law

ministry stated.

The amendment made to the Foreign

Contribution Regulation Act, 2010 allows parties

to receive funding from foreign companies that

own a majority stake in an Indian company.

The EC has pointed out that this was a shift

from the existing law which barred receipt of

donations from foreign sources. This shift,

according to the EC would “allow unchecked

foreign funding of political parties” and could

lead to Indian policies being heavily influenced

by foreign companies.

The EC also cited that it had informed the
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Law Ministry that many political parties

presented a large portion of the donations

received by them as less than Rs 20,000

considering that in such a scenario a record of

details of the donor need not be maintained. It

had, therefore, proposed an amendment to the

Representation of People Act to reduce the limit

of anonymous/ cash donations to Rs 2,000.

The Central government through a counter

affidavit filed couple of weeks ago stated that

the electoral bond schemes will bring in more

transparency in political funding. It justified that

the anonymity of the scheme was intended to

protect the privacy of the donor.

Electoral bonds were introduced by

amendments made through the Finance Act

2017 to the Reserve Bank of India Act 1934,

Representation of Peoples Act 1951, Income

Tax Act 1961 and Companies Act.

On January 2, 2018, the Centre notified the

scheme for electoral bonds, which are in the

nature of bearer instruments like a Promissory

Note capable of being purchased by an Indian

citizen or a body incorporated in India. The

identity of the donor will be known only to the

bank, which will be kept anonymous.

Petitoners have prayed for an immediate stay

of the scheme, stating that 95% of the electoral

bonds sold so far have been in favour of one

political party, that is the ruling BJP.

The petitioners argue that most of the bonds

that have been purchased since 2018 have been

of the denominations of 10 lakh and 1 crores,

indicating that it is not common citizens but

corporates that have been purchasing these

bonds while enjoying complete anonymity

accorded by the scheme.

Courtesy News18.com, March 27, 2019

 ‘The danger of war has not passed’
‘It is a tense border and there are numerous elements that keep these tensions alive.’

‘India is willing to militarily respond if provoked.’

Nikhil Lakshman

A month has passed since a suicide bomber

murdered 40 Central Reserve Police Force soldiers

in Pulwama, south Kashmir, on February 14.

The horrific act of terror was followed by an

Indian air strike on Jaish e Mohammad terror

camps in Balakote, Pakistan, on February 26

followed by Pakistani aerial retaliation the next

morning.

Though the Indian and Pakistan armies pound

each other’s positions at the Line of Control

day after day, the possibility of war appears to

have subsided for now as hectic diplomacy —

led by Saudi Arabia’s urbane Foreign Minister

Adel al-Jubeir — negotiates an end of hostilities

in Islamabad and New Delhi.

Are both militaries ready to sheath their

swords to enable some sort of detente on the

international border, leading to talks after a new

government takes office in New Delhi?

Or are we still poised for conflict, triggered

by another act of unexpected terror activated

by Pakistan’s Deep State?

To understand what lies ahead, Rediff.com’s

Nikhil Lakshman spoke to Dr Bharath

Gopalaswamy, Director, South Asia Centre at

the Atlantic Council, the Washington, DC-based

think-tank.

How do you perceive the events affecting

India and Pakistan these last 21 days? What

lessons did you draw from India and

Pakistan’s actions of recent days?

The one clear lesson from the past few days

is the more things change with Pakistan the more

they remain the same. Their use of non State

actors to execute their foreign policy goals do

not change.
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What has changed though is the Indian

patience.

Over the years, India has been restrained and

has focused on building its economic and

diplomatic clout as well as a reputation to be a

responsible player on the global stage.

It is using that might to demonstrate to

Pakistan that these actions are unacceptable and

it cannot be business as usual.

Are you convinced that the Indian air

strikes of February 26 destroyed Jaish e

Mohammad facilities in Balakote and killed

— in the estimate of the leader of India’s

ruling party — 250 terrorists?

We will have to examine the evidence and I

am sure over the next few months the evidence

will emerge in bits and pieces. But that is not

the point here.

The bigger point is a military response. And

Indian planes crossing the Line of Control.

So India has essentially redrawn the red lines.

So what next if something again like this

happens is the bigger question to be debated.

I think there is the evidence and then there is

the interpretation of the evidence.

As I discussed earlier, my interpretation of

any evidence whatsoever is essentially about

the signals India sent, that it is willing to militarily

respond if provoked.

And we should not miss that signal in this

debate.

Has the danger of war passed? Or are

we going to see more military skirmishes,

pounding of each other’s positions on the

LoC, a state of continuous conflict?

How long will such a state exist?

Do you believe the situation could still

deteriorate and lead to a conventional war?

I do not think the danger of war has ever

passed. It is a tense border and there are

numerous elements that keep these tensions

alive.

Again, I am not sure how long will such a

state exist, but as I see there is an absence of a

political dialogue and unresolved conflict.

With such absence, there is always going to

be a threat of a war.

It is also key to note that Pakistan has proxies

that it uses to execute its foreign policy and that

is a strategy.

So it is safe to say that such situation will

continue to persist.

How much of the Indian aggression, in

your view, is provoked by Prime Minister

Modi’s desire to win a conclusive victory

in the next election?

Do you believe that if an election didn’t

hang over the proceedings, there was the

possibility of an unlikely truce and a

cessation of hostilities?

While I am sure the elections had some role

to play, I also think we should not over play that

factor.

As I see it, a lot of factors contributed to this

outcome. I believe India’s patience has been

tested over the years and losing a large number

of security forces with a suicide attack is not

going to help matters.

Do you believe that India’s high stakes

election makes it difficult for Prime

Minister Modi to de-escalate tensions, to

accept Prime Minister Khan’s offer of a

dialogue?

Would Mr Modi’s government be

compelled — led by the impulse to carve a

strong nationalist narrative for the coming

election campaign — to deliver a bloodier

nose to Pakistan through the length of the

election campaign?

While PM Khan’s offer of a dialogue may

sound good, they are empty in terms of

substance.

It remains to be seen what kind of serious

actions Pakistan will take to curb home grown

extremism.

What about China? Will Beijing be

content to stay on the sidelines, issuing —

as it did week — calls for moderation and
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de-escalation? Were you surprised by the

tone of Beijing’s statements?

I was not surprised by Beijing’s statements.

I also think that Beijing playing the role of a

moderator or a power broker in any such

conflict is not a good idea.

Beijing’s role should be restricted to curbing

Pakistan’s nefarious activities and not beyond

that.

What about the United States? Were the

White House and Foggy Bottom so

distracted by the Hanoi summit that it

outsourced the calming things down

operation to the Saudis and Emiratis?

The United States administration is deeply

distracted by its own domestic political turmoil.

It did not ‘outsource’, but it just was not so

interested in some of the happenings across the

world where it could potentially make a

difference.

Do you believe the Saudis and Emiratis

leaned on General Bajwa to free the Indian

pilot quickly and also persuaded the

Indians to back off from further escalation?

I believe the Pakistanis themselves could have

reached the conclusions although one cannot

rule out the influence of Saudis and Emiratis.

If this crisis is resolved, is the next

crisis — given the mood in Kashmir —

inevitable?

What would it take for both New Delhi

and Islamabad to reach some kind of

understanding to avoid conflict so that their

peoples can live in peace?

We should be optimists and believe that we

have to reach some form an agreement.

Otherwise, it is not good for the people of

Kashmir and broadly, India and Pakistan too.

We should also be careful in thinking that

every problem has a solution; sometimes there

are not, but we can always have an agreement.

Do you believe the ISI/Pakistan’s Deep

State has been stoking fires in Kashmir

after Burhan Wani’s death in July 2016?

Or do you believe the terrorism that one

currently encounters in the Kashmir valley

is a consequence of local anger and angst

and a reaction to the Modi government’s

handling of the situation in the state?

Could this terrorism have grown without

Pakistani backing?

It is all of the above plus mis-managment,

faulty decisions at times and wrong calculations.

Finally, your forecast for Kashmir, for

India, for Pakistan, for Afghanistan in the

next 18 months.

Again, I would refrain from making forecasts

because none of us saw this coming.

So when it comes to the region my reading

would expect the unexpected because the

region is truly a unique and interesting region.

Courtesy Rediff.com, 14 March 2019.

Selections from The Radical Humanist’ Volume I (1970 to 2005) and II

(2006 to 2018) containing articles by all-time greats like M.N. Roy, Justice

V.M. Tarkunde, Prof. Sib Narayan Ray and others on democratic freedoms,

radical humanism, human rights, and emancipation of the downtrodden

are now available at the website www.lohiatoday.com on the periodicals

page where ‘The Radical Humanist’ magazine is put every month. Readers

may download these volumes from there and read whenever they like.

“Selections from The Radical Humanist” on the website

- Mahi Pal Singh
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Balakot strike can’t be called a success
Mihir Sharma

‘If deterrence through India’s conventional superiority is to be established now, then

India will have to escalate to a point where its greater resources make the difference.’

‘This is, to put it mildly, both difficult and dangerous and thus inadvisable,’ points out

Mihir S Sharma

IMAGE: Mirage 2000 aircraft were involved in the Balakote air strikes.

Let us objectively consider what we know

about the airstrikes launched by the Indian Air

Force in the last week of February into Khyber-

Pakhtunkhwa, in Pakistan proper.

We know that Balakot, the location of the

Jaish-e-Mohammed seminary and training camp

that was being targeted, is some 80 kilometres

from the Line of Control.

We can assume then that the IAF warplanes

went some distance into Pakistani-controlled

airspace given that, reportedly, Israeli SPICE-

2000 pre-guided bombs were used that have a

glide range of about 60 km.

To be clear, this represents three significant

innovations to India’s arsenal of retaliation for

attacks by Pakistan-backed jihadists.

First, the use of air power; second, the

willingness to enter Pakistani airspace; and third,

the willingness to strike in Pakistan proper and

not in Pakistan occupied Kashmir.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his

government would be right, thus, to claim that

they have shown significantly greater risk

tolerance in response to a jihadist provocation

than their predecessors.

We should also consider the effects of the

Balakot strike.

First, did it achieve its stated military ends?

Here we need to examine official statements

and independent evidence.

‘Sources’ have claimed 300 deaths and this

was widely reported as fact in the Indian media

— but it is clear that this need not be believed,

as it is not an official statement.

The ministry of external affairs has, however,

stated that a ‘very large number of JeM
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We now come to the second question about

the effects of the Balakot strike.

Does it significantly push the envelope in

terms of deterring Pakistani adventurism in

Kashmir or elsewhere?

As a reminder, India seeks a method to ensure

that sub-conventional war waged by Pakistan

can be answered and deterred in a manner that

utilises India’s conventional superiority — while

staying well below the nuclear threshold.

The problem is that Pakistan’s own air force

in response to the Balakot raid carried out a

major sortie into Indian airspace that led to the

shooting down of a MiG-21 and the capture of

an Indian pilot.

Thus, as Ankit Panda, a senior fellow at the

Federation of American Scientists, put it in The

Atlantic: ‘Pakistan’s own retaliation serves to

reestablish deterrence, by demonstrating it has

conventional options of its own short of nuclear

weapons.’

From this point of view, therefore, the strikes

cannot be called a success.

If deterrence through India’s conventional

superiority is to be established now, then India

will have to escalate to a point where its greater

resources make the difference.

This is, to put it mildly, both difficult and

dangerous and thus inadvisable.

Given that, objectively, the outcome of the

airstrikes can at best be described as of mixed

usefulness to India’s overall objectives, should

they have been carried out? Here we have to

examine the cost.

By far the biggest cost was that India was

spending its hard-earned reputation for strategic

restraint and responsibility, built up over

successive governments.

This capital cannot be run down forever, and

could have been spent elsewhere.

Why it was instead spent on this particular

occasion, with not enough to show for it, is a

question that only the prime minister can answer.

Courtesy Rediff.com, 15 March 2019.

terrorists, trainers, senior commanders and

groups of jihadis who were being trained for

fidayeen action were eliminated’.

This does not put a number on the deaths.

More importantly, let us hear what the IAF

itself, the most impeccable source in this

context, has to say: ‘We have evidence to show

that whatever we wanted to do and the targets

we wanted to destroy, we have done that... it

will be premature to give number of casualties.’

This is very careful phrasing.

It does not imply that there were a ‘very

large’ number of deaths.

It does not even imply, interestingly, that the

intention was to directly degrade the JeM

installation.

It is thus entirely possible, and even logical,

to suppose that the strategic intent of the strikes

was to demonstrate the three significant

innovations mentioned earlier rather than to

degrade JeM capabilities.

This would seem to be a sensible conclusion

especially given the copious evidence from

neutral sources, including foreign intelligence

services, that the JeM and other jihadist outfits

have moved their main training camps further

away from the LoC a decade or more ago.

It is also worth noting that multiple

independent sources, such as the Atlantic

Council’s Digital Forensic Research Laboratory

and the Australian Strategic Policy Institute’s

International Cyber Policy Centre have released

satellite-based research indicating that there was

no significant damage to the JeM facility.

Both agree that there are clear impact areas

150 to 200 metres away from the boundaries of

the facility.

ASPI points out that, given that ‘statistically

fewer than 0.2 per cent’ of SPICE-2000 bombs

‘hit further than 10 metres from the designated

strike area’, it is likely that the intended target

was indeed hit, and the purpose of the mission

was to show intent and capability (and not to

directly hamper JeM operations).
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New High Res Satellite Imagery Suggests
Balakot Airstrike a ‘Very Precise Miss’

Marcus Hellyer, Nathan Ruser,  Aakriti Bachhawat 

High resolution imagery acquired by

European Space Imaging the day after the strike

suggests that buildings at the Jaish camp were

not visibly damaged or destroyed.

Ever since the stunning US success in the

1991 Gulf War, we have increasingly come to

take precision bombing for granted. While

militaries may sometimes misidentify a target,

we assume that they can precisely hit what they

are aiming at. ‘Precision strike’ is supposedly a

proliferating, off-the-shelf commodity.

But India’s recent airstrike on a purported

Jaish-e-Mohammad terrorist camp in Balakot

in Pakistan on February 26 suggests that

precision strike is still an art and science that

requires both practice and enabling systems to

achieve the intended effect. Simply buying

precision munitions off the shelf is not enough.

Indian news media outlets

have cited unnamed ‘senior military officers’ as

saying that the Indian Air Force used the

Israeli SPICE 2000 weapon to target four

buildings at a terrorist camp in Balakot. The

SPICE 2000 is the Israeli analogue of the US

JDAM (joint direct attack munition), the weapon

that has become the mainstay of coalition

airstrikes in the Middle East. The SPICE 2000

is essentially a strap-on guidance kit that can

transform a 2,000-pound ‘dumb’ bomb into a

very precise way to deliver more than 400

kilograms of high explosives at a range of up to

60 kilometres. The weapon can be both GPS-

and electro-optically guided. A 2,000-pound

bomb causes substantial damage to structures.

Controversy has raged over whether India

hit its intended targets. The Indian narrative has

insisted that the strikes did hit their targets, ‘killing

a large number of terrorists’. Indian Air Chief

Marshal B.S. Dhanoa remarked, ‘If we plan to

hit the target, we hit the target.’

The Indian narrative has also suggested that

the strike used a SPICE 2000 variant with a

Satellite imagery © 2019 DigitalGlobe, a Maxar Technologies
company—provided by European Space Imaging.
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reduced amount of explosive and the ability to

penetrate through several floors of a building

and even underground before detonating. This

argument claims that such a weapon would only

create a small entry hole and, while it would kill

all occupants, it wouldn’t destroy the target

building.

However, publicly available imagery acquired

by European Space Imaging the day after the

strike suggests that buildings at the camp were

not visibly damaged or destroyed (see image

below). This imagery, which is of a higher

resolution than that available previously, shows

conspicuously undamaged roofs that are not

consistent with either a SPICE 2000 strike or a

strike with other munitions. We believe that even

a weapon with reduced explosive fill would

cause damage to buildings that would be

identifiable in the satellite imagery.

We suggest a possible alternative explanation.

One of us (Nathan Ruser) has previously

published imagery identifying likely impact sites

and comparing their locations with the locations

of likely targets. The locations of the weapons’

impacts can be independently verified through

three separate sources. First, photos taken by

local journalists of impact craters have been

geolocated by matching features visible in the

images to features visible in satellite imagery.

Second, our previously published analysis of

infrared satellite imagery indicates three circular

areas – each roughly 30 metres in diameter –

in which vegetation disappeared in the two days

either side of the strike and which are consistent

with explosive impact sites.

Finally, the images taken the day following

the airstrikes and published by European Space

Imaging allow for a higher resolution optical

analysis, which indicates disturbances and

craters in the areas previously identified as the

likely impact locations.

There are two striking aspects to the images.

The first is that all three weapons missed by

similar (but not identical) distances, and

certainly by much more than the three metre

‘circular error probable’ attributed to the SPICE

2000. The second is that all three weapons

missed in virtually the same direction. These

two factors suggest that the misses were caused

by a systematic targeting error.

The strike could have relied on the SPICE

2000’s electro-optical guidance capabilities, but

that would have required significant targeting

support, including the development of

topographically and architecturally precise

modelling to program and guide the weapon. It

is not a simple process and is dependent on

considerable pre-strike imagery-collection and

targeting infrastructure. It is likely that the Indian

Air Force opted instead to rely solely on the

weapon’s ‘set and forget’ GPS capabilities.

It is important to note two characteristics of

GPS-guided weapons. The first is that GPS

coordinates have three dimensions: elevation,

latitude and longitude – something we tend to

overlook in everyday life when we navigate

using a mobile phone’s GPS function. Second,

a glide weapon like the SPICE 2000 doesn’t

fall vertically to its target; it follows an inclined

trajectory. Therefore, an incorrect vertical

coordinate will result in the weapon missing as

surely as an error in latitude or longitude.

Such errors can occur for various reasons,

including by neglecting to convert coordinates

from one coordinate system, or datum, to

another (a datum shift). One potential candidate

in this case is the difference between GPS

ellipsoidal height and orthometric height based

on mean sea level (see here for an

explanation). In northeastern Pakistan, the

difference is around 33 metres, although in

many areas the difference is not precisely

mapped so it may be larger or smaller at a

point such as Balakot.

One explanation for the miss is that the SPICE

2000 bombs were incorrectly programmed to

fly precisely into GPS points that were, say, 33

metres above their intended targets (the
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buildings on top of the ridge line). They

performed as programmed and then continued

on their trajectories until they struck the valley

beneath.

The image below correlates the identified

impact sites, the buildings that were the likely

targets and a discrepancy between ellipsoidal

and orthometric height which we have assumed

to equate to 33 metres above the target

buildings. Presented in 3D, this correlation

results in consistent, parallel trajectories

indicating a consistent targeting error. The

differences in the impact distances from the

intended targets are accounted for by the steep

terrain and the differences in elevation between

the impact sites. While this diagram does not

necessarily represent the actual trajectories of

the missiles, it does suggest a systematic

targeting error caused by the use of different

vertical datums.

This explanation is lent further credibility by

the fact that the resultant trajectories point back

towards where India has claimed the weapons

were launched from, just on the Indian side of

the border.

This may not be the actual explanation. In a

strike system that consists of French jets, Israeli

weapons, US GPS and a targeting system that

potentially used maps based on an older local

Indian datum, there are other ways in which

incorrect information could have been

introduced or data shifts could have been

omitted.

Despite the proliferation of precision

weapons, actually completing the strike ‘kill

chain’ is still difficult. Some militaries, such as

those of the US and Australia, have spent years

developing the technologies and systems that

enable precision strike and employing the skills

required in actual operations. But proficiency

should not be taken for granted. It takes more

than the weapon itself to launch a successful

precision strike.

Marcus Hellyer is ASPI’s senior analyst

for defence economics and

capability, Nathan Ruser is a researcher at

ASPI’s International Cyber Policy Centre

and Aakriti Bachhawat is a researcher with

ASPI’s defence and strategy program. 

This article originally appeared on The

Strategist, run by the Australian Strategic

Policy Institute (ASPI), and has been

republished with permission.

Courtesy The Wire, 27 March 2019.

An Israeli SPICE bomb front. Credit: KGyST/CC BY 3.0



27THE RADICAL HUMANISTMay 2019

The aims and objects of the Renaissance

Institute founded by Late M N Roy, embodied

in the constitution of the institute were drafted

by Roy himself. After referring to the European

Renaissance which introduced modern

civilization, Roy wrote the aims and objects. It

is historically necessary for Indian also to make

similar experience in order to come out of the

twilight of a long period of social and cultural

stagnation. Intellectual efforts to rescue the

positive contribution of ancient thought and

learning and cultural resurgence are the crying

need of the day. Those contributions are the

heritage of the Indian people who have

remained for centuries stepped in ignorance

and superstitions glorifies as the spiritual genius

of Indian people should come into their heritage

if they are to occupy their place in the modern

world and contribute to its reconstruction as

the home of truly free mankind. (Ref. Late

V.M. Tarkunde)

After referring to the remote period of

Indian antiquity, Roy further said: - The ancient

Indian learning and teaching of the sages of

antiquity came down to us heavily adulterated

with spurious matters of subsequent

interpretation. They are known to us mostly

through tendencies interpretation, the originals

almost lost. Several bright chapters of India’s

past history are practically forgotten. They

must be recovered of the intellectual

achievements and cultural traditions of India

are to be rescued from the ruins of middle ages

of theological bigotry, sacerdotal orthodoxy and

appalling mass ignorance. To make the positive

contributions of thought and learning of an

ancient India to shine in their pristine purity so

as to inspire greater intellectual efforts and

bolder adventures of ideas, history will have

to be critically studied and scientifically

reconstructed. That is stupendous task which

can be accomplished only a brotherhood of

numerous scholars

imbibed with the

iconoclastic spirit of

enquiring and

learning and qualified

to carry on historical

research according to

modern scientific

method. (Ibid)

It is undominable

that values generated

by European

Renaissance provided the cultural basis for

European democracies. It was however

necessary to acquire those values and if

necessary to redefine them in the light of

modern science, particularly the science of

biological evolution. After the foundation of the

Indian Renaissance institutes, Roy spent most

of his remaining period of his life on examining

and developing the renaissance values on the

basis of modern science and formulated the

social philosophy of Radical Humanism. In the

opinion of Roy, Radical Humanism provided

the value system of twentieth century.

Renaissance which according to him was

necessary not only for India but also for the

rest of the world faced as if it was faced with

twine dangers destructive fascism and

dictatorial political system. (Ibid)

The above observations of Roy are very

much relevant in 21st century.

In view of the above, need of the day is the

philosophy which is non-theistic that affirms

negation of the imaginary non-existing world

called heaven and hell. But emphatically

affirms that the world that man really

experiences where his being and becoming is

determined, where mutual aid and cooperation

feelings are necessary for the very survival of

entire human community and all other life

where it has been observed that social feelings

Man is the Shaper of the Landscape

Ramesh Korde
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are instructive and innate in lower animals, from

this it can safely be deduced that in higher

animals called human being must have

developed still higher since both are the product

of biological evolution.

Man by nature is not the killer of life.

According to scientists cooperation benign and

aggressive feelings are both product of

biological evolution. Both needs are for survival

of human beings. Late Erich Fromm had

explained that aggressive can be either benign

or malignant. Benign aggressiveness is

biologically determined to protect and defend

existence of life. But malignant aggressiveness

that can extinguish life is acquired character

and not innate, determined by social and

cultural atmosphere prevailing in society.

Therefore it can be eradicated.

Man lives and breathes in nature. Therefore

nature is not to be conquered or destroyed, only

harmful part of nature to the existence of life

to be contained.

On the appearance of Homo Sapean having

attributes of intelligence and will, the struggle

for existence carried on by natural environment

to sustain life and grow. When struggle for

existence on human level carried on according

to a conscious, will and intelligently is called

urge for freedom. This can be traced to

biological evolution.

Life expresses itself through the struggle for

existence when life first appeared on earth;

its first concern was to its survival to preserve

its existence. This was to protect life from the

tyrannical natural environment that could have

crushed life. This can be called struggle for

existence. It was purely mechanical having no

self awareness. But when Homo Sapean

evolved as the result of biological struggle

having developed conscious, intelligence and

will, the struggle for existence becomes

consciously purposive. When Homo Sapean

was surrounded by physical natural

phenomena, his existence depended on those

surroundings for his very survival and

existence. This compelled man to work as an

incentive to acquire knowledge about his

surroundings to make conducive for his

existence.

Life itself has no purpose. Only when life

expresses through human form and developed

will, intelligence and consciousness than only

one can attribute purpose to life. The purpose

of life is of having full life and good life and to

develop as aspects of life and its potentialities.

Man is not static beings. He grows during his

life time span. For this he has to keep space

with growth of science and its knowledge

about himself and nature. Human existence is

not static but implies action because man is

not passive observer of nature. The elementary

knowledge of his physical surroundings is

automatically acquired as of biological

necessity for its very existence.

Man is not merely the latest dominant type

produced by biological evolution but its sole

active agent on earth. His destiny is to be

responsible for the whole future of the

evolutionary process on earth. His function is

to try to understand this process and at the

same time direct and steer process it in right

direction along the possible course.

According to biologists, biological evolution

of human species is stopped some fifty

thousand years ago. From then on evolution

proceeds no longer genetically but socially and

culturally where ideas developed by human

beings will play dominant role in all the activities

of human beings.

However at present a large section of Indian

people including academically educated middle

class are suffering from a disease called

Necrophilia, an attraction towards and

worshipping that dead which can not react to

their surroundings intelligently. The result is

large section of Indian people are suffering

from feelings of alienation and have also

estranged from themselves. They do not



29THE RADICAL HUMANISTMay 2019

experience themselves as the center of their

world as creator of their own act. The most

excruciating fact is that the present pattern of

education in India is converting uneducated

superstitious person into an educated

superstitious person that result into aggravation

of disease of Necrophilia.

Even in 21st century when science has made

tremendous progress, Indians are obsessed

with outdated ideas and claim that in ancient

times the country had attained glory not yet

surpassed by any other country. This has

resulted into loss of all incentive for further

progress and intellectual growth among large

section of Indian people.

The values of ancient Indian culture need

to be and must be critically examined and

evaluated whether it has any potentialities to

inspire people for further progress towards

comprehensive freedom in respect of all

Indians.

Intellectual and cultural life of a large

substantial majority of Indians is very much

permeated with prejudices, superstitious, blind

faith and belief in religious dogmas and

outdated, myopic, antiquated nationalist ideas

that have inhibited free critical thinking that

can lead to a bright happy future, need of the

day is to eradicated these evils that can result

into all round progress in all aspects of life. In

short India needs Renaissance on the pattern

of European Renaissance Humanist movement

of 14th to 16th centuries and must learn that

science has exploded all religious dogmas.

Large majority section of Indian people

considers the real world, the homes of people

as a third class waiting room on same

imaginary railway station to travel further to

non-existence and imaginary heaven.

Religious and nationalist orthodoxy was

never imposed by any supernatural and super

humans being called God. It was man’s own

creation and therefore man has the capacity

to outgrow its own creation.

Man by birth is not wicked. Wickedness of

man is the product of social, political, economic

and cultural life of people where the creative

intellectual faculty is inhibited and has lost

vision to go forward.

Power politics is concerned with herds that

can encourages criminalization of Indian politics

and enormous rise in administration corruption

and anti social elements are gaining

acceptability in political social arena.

Small numbers of Indian rich elites have both

political and economic power over majority of

people and it is being used to oppress the large

majority common man. Result is real power

has shifted away from the government to

various interlinking elites, corporate financial

institutions. They have built globalizing network

of collaboration where common man who

forms the majority of population have no say

and are treated as if they are of no significance

or as if they do not exist.

At present most of the Indian people so

called civilized community leads lives of full of

great distress and discomfort, glory, privilege

for insignificant few elites. For multitude there

is life of sever toil with occasional harsh

cruelty.

This has resulted into large section of Indians

have lost their individual dignity and self-

asserting capacity. They have developed

tendency to integrate into the bosom of herd.

This is just as a herd of cattle enters stable.

Large majority sections of Indians are

enslaved in self-conditioned religious ideas or

imaginary divine revelation. Thanks to the

growth of science transformation has taken

place; however the religious and outdated

nationalistic culture still clinging even more

rigidly to its outdated antiquated dogmas and

refuses to handover their leadership role to new

scientific ideas. They still dominate social and

cultural life of Indians and various institutions.

Indians still to dissolve and liquidate the

religious and outdated nationalistic mode of
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thought. Before that is done, any other

progressive form of thought will simply not be

understood.

Large section of Indians suffers from

fatalism and blind faith that have killed will to

acquire scientific knowledge, the only available

means to help Indians to achieve knowledge

to emancipate from irrational dogmas and also

from blind faith.

Indians have still to learn from history that

only heretics are the harbingers of real all-

round progress in social and cultural life of

people.

A observed by late Tarkunde that we have

still not dispelled from medieval darkness. Even

today we are more credulous, superstitious and

hypocritical than we were prior to 1947 when

Indians were struggling for independence.

Indian needs long awaited social revolution.

This means to emancipate from the traditional

blind mentality. Only creative reasoning faculty

can achieve the above. To fructify this, Indian

needs Renaissance Humanist movement

initiated in Indian by late Roy substantially

based on the line of European Renaissance

movement of 14th to 16th centuries that helped

them to march toward true freedom and all

round human progress and economic prosperity

in respect of all Indians.

At present then observed by Roy that Indian

civilized humanity is groping in dark. Even today

in 21st century Indians are groping in darkness,

not emancipated from this darkness. In view

of this a new trail has to be blazed for. They

need new light, a new philosophy where man

becomes the measure of everything. People

need to be conscious of their urge for freedom,

encouraging their self-reliance and awaken

their sense of individual dignity, solve their daily

problems by the own initiative, combat

ignorance, fatalism, blind faith and sense of

individual helplessness. In short what is needed

is a revolution in the thinking of people and

change in their attitude of life. This can be

achieved by developing scientific outlook on

life.

We have experienced that all ideals

cherished by people in India, be it socialism,

communism, capitalism, religious and

nationalism have miserably failed to achieve

unity among the entire humankind.

In view of this, it is high time that all the

above so called ideals needs to be critically

examined to find out their short comings that

resulted into animosity among humanity and

discord in their way of life.

History has proved and it is well established

where intellectual conditions of social life very

much permeated with prejudices, superstitions,

blind faith promoted by religious dogmas and

by antiquated and outdated nationalism is the

cause of inhibiting free creative and rational

thinking, brighter productive and constructive

future is not possible. This is the exact replica

of social and cultural atmosphere prevailing in

India. This evils need to be eradicated to lead

Indians to freedom and happiness during their

lifetimes and not beyond grave.

Even today in India large section of people,

particularly educated middle class who are

supposed to lead the people are suffering from

this disease. They have abdicated their

independent thinking power, slavishly

submitting to irrational authority, prostration

before unscrupulous power hungry political

bosses. This is their way of life. The result is,

this has killed the innate strength of the people

and also defiled the moral human nature which

is fatal to human dignity.

To combat this situation what is required is

an ideology having faith and belief in the worth

of every individual irrespective of his station in

society and respect for each and every member

of society, however none is idealized. In a society

where everyone is freed from material needs for

man’s survival then only man will be able to devote

his energy to the positive aspects of the pursuit

of human freedom. We need philosophy that
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offers and fructify this vision.

It is an universal truth that entire social,

economic and political world has been created

by the efforts of man and therefore he is called

the master of his destiny. Whatever good or

evil happens and exists on earth is the sole

responsibility of man. Even society is the

creation of man for his purpose of the growth

of man’s happiness and safety.

Human history tells us that any change be it

political, economic and social improvement

always proceeded by creative and productive

changes in the outlook of individuals. Initially

conceived by few intellectuals of society who

respond creatively this environment because

they are aware that the economic, political and

social institutions are not perennial or static:

they do continuously change and evolve in the

light of new discoveries of science and new

experience of human beings.

The above is also well corroborated by the

observation of late Julain Huxely who wrote

that man now embarked on the psycho-social

stage of evolution where biological evolution

has no role to play. Ideas developed by human

beings will play a prominent role.

J.Bronowasky, a great philosopher observed

that man is not just a figure in the landscape.

He is the shaper of the landscape. He is not

locked into his environment but can change it

to suit him.

From the above observations it can be safely

deduced that man cannot escape from playing

a decisive role in all the aspects of our world,

the home of human beings: where he is born

and evolve and because ideas are product of

man. Man is not a static being. He is basically

curious about his surroundings and with the help

of discoveries of natural sciences and with his

innate thinking faculty has progressed from the

stage of savagery to present civilization.

Man by innate nature is not only curious but

also thinking animal and therefore cannot avoid

and escape from reacting and responding to

his surroundings. Therefore man is

continuously evolving in the light of new

discoveries of science and also in the light of

new experience of human being.

The logical deduction of this is no system is

eternal, permanent or immutable. This is well

collaborated by the growth of humanity from

savagery to present civilization. However this

is not the end of human progress. Man has the

immense potentialities to further evolve and

grow further progressively. This is endless

process till humanities are not wiped out.

These human cultural values are common

heritage of entire humanity. Freedom is not an

ideal to be attained in some distant future time.

It is to be experienced in everyday of one’s

life. Mental freedom is the pre-condition to

attain political, social and economic freedom.

Only scientific outlook can help to achieve

mental freedom because it has two functions.

Light giving and fruit bearing that result into

freedom from dogmas and encourages

reasoning faculty.

Need of the day is change promoting

evolutionary philosophy. This could be learned

from European Renaissance Humanist

movement of 14th to 16th centuries that

created free intellectual atmosphere in which

scientific knowledge was fructified. This was

change promoting philosophy resulting into

tremendous all round progress concerning all

aspects of life. Where man had played a

dominant creative role that produced

astonishing achievements. This was possible

because struggle between ideas and values.

Today evolution operates in man exclusively

as a cultural and not biologically evolutionary

process.

To achieve Renaissance Humanist

movement, the basic values of liberty, equality

and fraternity developed by French revolution

of 18th century be incorporated and should be

rooted in the very character of all human beings

that would result into the free moral and non-
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exploitive human society. It will reconstruct

society where every member of society will

have equal opportunity to develop his

personality. If modern technology applied

rationally so that it can provide the means and

necessities to sustain life in respect of entire

mankind. This will also make all human beings

that they are not slaves or marionettes of any

divine authority or any territorial power. All

man would become aware that they are master

of their destiny and maker of his world.

India needs philosophy that celebrates man

is the creator of social, cultural world where

he lives in. Its ideals are political democracy,

economic progress in respect of entire

humanity and not to forget social justice,

cultural uplift, and spiritual emancipation to be

achieved by all in a cosmopolitan cooperative

commonwealth of entire mankind conscious of

the endless creativeness, cosmopolitan

commonwealth of spiritually free man, will not

be limited by the bondness of national states

that will gradually disappear under the impact

of the Renaissance Humanist movement.

The world needs philosophy that will give

civilized mankind a new hope and faith that

will create harmonious relations of the entire

humankind. A new Renaissance based on

rationalism and cosmopolitan humanism can

achieve this goal. This concept of humanism

shall not be limited to political freedom alone

but must be extended to all aspects of human

life including economic, social and cultural.

A philosophy that believes that all human

beings except mentally retarded irrespective

of their station in society are capable of striving

for the betterment of their conditions of life.

They are capable of attaining this goal by

relying on their reasoning faculty which is

innate part of human nature.

Human freedom can be traced to man’s

struggle for biological existence. This can also

be called the basic urge of primal biological

urge of human beings to free themselves from

the tyrannical forces that was trying to kill

human existence. This can be construed a first

intellectual urge of human freedom.

A t sometime human must have to become

aware that industrial’s exploitation and the use

of earth’s finite natural sources would result

to ecological threatening the very existence of

life of all species on earth. Therefore the first

feature of humanity must have ecological

harmony between nature and man.

In the last analysis, education of the citizens

is the pre-condition for such reorganization of

social as will be conducive to common

progress and prosperity without encroaching

upon the individual freedom of man.

Late Sibnarayan Ray had cautioned that we

have now reached a phase of history where

fates of separate peoples are being woven into

common destiny whether they want or not. If

mankind wishes to survive and grow and to

destroy all life in a global holocaust or global

pollution because of acid rains or the

greenhouse effect it will have to act in time to

evolve a world culture guiding the formation

of a global political and economic system based

on freedom, equality and justice.

Ramesh Korde is a Radical Humanist of

91 years of age, associated with the Radical

Humanist movement since 1950. He has used

the terms Radical Humanism, New Humanism,

Scientific Humanism and New Renaissance

interchangeably.

Contact No.: Mobile No. 09879545389 /

09879545237

“Where a society has chosen to accept democracy as its credal faith, it is

elementary that the citizens ought to know what their government is doing.”

Justice P N Bhagwati, former Chief Justice, Supreme Court of India, (1981)
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Might is Right
The Basic Premise of International Law

 J.L. Jawahar

When Mr. Mike Pompeo, the Secretary of

State of the United States of America

expresses hope that India will not buy oil from

Venezuela, in diplomatic terms the ‘hope’ has

to be understood as ‘warning’.  The situation

in Venezuela, created by the US and nurtured

by the so-called civilized western world, is now

reaching its climax and the US is preparing

for direct onslaught. They are calling back all

their diplomatic staff from Venezuela. It is a

grace that they waited for two months for it.

They were expecting surrender of the country

to the machinations of capitalist regimes. They

thought that the people will drive out the

illegitimate President Maduro leaving the Chair

to the puppet Juan Guaido installed by them.

But the people in Venezuela saw through the

game and stood by the elected President. They

know that all the scarcity was the creation of

the sadist west in a naked attempt to catch

hold of the rich natural resources of the

country.  They talk of human rights as and

when they find it convenient for them,

particularly when they want to find fault with

poor countries and make them feel guilty. They

look at the world through their own tainted

glasses.

There is scarcity of essential goods in

Venezuela. People are starving, patients are

dying for want of medicines. But the country

cannot use its own assets and income to

ameliorate the situation. It is a situation created

by the sanctions promulgated by the US. They

seized the assets of the country and freezed

the same. Nay, they told the banks to transfer

all the  balances  in the name of Venezuela to

the account of Juan Guaido, who is installed

and recognised as the legitimate President of

Venezuela. Nobody, none of the civilized

countries objected and everybody complied.

That is the power of sanctions of America. It

has its tentacles spread all over the world into

all aspects of human life. Nobody is allowed

to have any sort of commercial dealings with

the country. How can they survive? That is

not their concern. But they blame the

government for the inhuman situation and for

the troubles of the people. Having created the

situation, they shed crocodile tears. They had

the temerity to send help to feed the people.

That is the price they fixed for the people. But

when the trick did not pay, they tried to instigate

the neighboring countries to cross over the

border. There also they failed as, in spite of

the governments willing, they did not dare as

the people are against such invasion. Then

they resort to sabotage of the systems. The

vital line is power. In human history there were

days when people did not have electricity. But

now we cannot think of a normal way of life

without electricity.  Essential services are

linked to it. May be that the failure of electricity

in the country is not due to sabotage by the

US. But being under sanctions for the last two

months the country has lost its capacity even

to repair the system. Even then they do not

think of lifting sanctions and sallow them to

eat whatever they have of their own.

Strangely, nobody in the comity of nations even

suggests that US lift the sanctions and release

the assets of Venezuela to feed the people.

Having tasted two world wars, the civilised

world has established what is fondly called

United Nations Organisation.  It is rendered

ineffective by the machinations of the big

countries so that it cannot come to the rescue

of poor countries. As the organization is

expected to have some dignity, the officers of

the organization are paid heavy emoluments

as remuneration. Naturally, they tend to retain
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that position safe rather than doing something

in furtherance of the objects of the

organisation. Consequently there is nothing like

international law now prevailing. The only law

is might is right. In this unipolar world what

the lone super power dictates becomes the law.

But they do not like to be on the wrong side

of law. There is legal basis to offer support to

the unelected person as against the duly elected

person to sit in the chair of President. They

say the elections in Venezuela are not

legitimate. In this connection it is desirable to

look to the legitimacy of those elections. Jimmy

Carter, the former President of the US,

established a Center to monitor elections over

the world. His statement is worth noting. “Of

the 92 elections that we have monitored I would

say the election process in Venezuela is the

best in the world…By way of contrast the US

election system, with its emphasis on campaign

money is one of the worst.” Now the person

elected by the worst system is calling the

person elected by the best system as

illegitimate. Worse than kettle calling the pot

black. Added to that, there are allegations that

Trump had advantage of a foreign power

undermining the chances of his opponent by

which he got elected. But the world accepts

him as the legitimate President of the country.

They tried all the tricks to bring down

Venezuela to its knees – sanctions, freezing

the assets, instigating rebellion by armed forces,

offering food to starving people, telling

neighbors to invade and finally sabotaging the

power system itself. They are thinking of the

‘final solution’ that is, military invasion, one of

the ‘options on the table’ waiting all these days.

That is why they want to warn the few

countries that are having still some dealings

with Venezuela.

The attention is turned to India as Reliance

Industries of Mukhesh Ambani is doing

business with Venezuela. They purchase oil

from Venezuela and pay in the form of other

products that Venezuela needs. It is almost a

barter deal without involving the omniscient

dollar. The sanction states that the companies

in America shall not deal with Venezuela. In

compliance, the Reliance also stopped doing

business from America. Now America realized

they left a loop hole while declaring sanctions.

They want to apply sanctions to all the

companies, wherever they are located. Nobody

should have any intercourse with Venezuela

in any form. How did they get the right to issue

sanctions against any government in the

world? They have passed an Act called

Countering America Adversaries Through

Sanctions. As a sovereign country they have

the right to pass such laws for their own

benefit. But how do they get the right to declare

terms to all other sovereign countries to follow

suit? The secret lies in their might – both

economic and military. They are the lone super

power. They have their tentacles spread all

over the world in all departments of human

life. Directly or indirectly every country – even

the so-called socialist countries – has dealings

with America. If they forbid that contact or if

they tell their banks to freeze the accounts of

any country, it becomes the law. And what is

law if not the power to execute? That power

gives sanctity to the sanctions. Even when the

people are suffering, they do not think of

relaxing the conditions of sanctions. After all,

that is the very purpose of sanctions. Leave

alone the other countries. Even the Secretary

General of the UNO, President of the Security

Council or of the General Assembly fail to open

their mouths. They have to keep their positions

safe.

They are withdrawing their people from

Venezuela. They can do whatever they want

with impunity. Who is there to question?  Having

found the world bending backwards to support

whatever they did, they derive courage to go

for final solution. That is what happened with

Iraq. It will be repeated with Venezuela.
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Papers placed before the
IRI GM—6/7 April, 2019, at GPF, N. Delhi:

Presented by: Ajit Bhattacharyya

I am trying to unfold some political and social events with reference to my personal experience.

 It is election time again. But we remain sitting lame duck critics as usual. Human society is both

a matter of study and action. Both enrich one and the other. To avoid action is to remain barren. As

you know, M.N. Roy did not hesitate to catch the new opportunity opened up by the 1st General

Election. In September 1951 he called for consolidating self less opposition of sensitive and intelligent

voters. He told that a few none party honourable, sensitive and intelligent persons engaged in

different professions should be elected. It will have a cascading effect which will gradually bring

the polity to a desired destination. He asked to search such persons. But who, except the Neo

Humanists, to borrow late Paul Kurtz, will search?

A concept if not followed up is either wrong or far in advance or misplaced. I am trying to

remind this to my friends for the last few years. What is the last answer? The usual paucity of men

and money. From our savage past till date all changes have been designed and initiated by a single

or a small group of persons While studying in Class x, I asked my uncle, “How can I write articles?”

“Have something to say ... and words will flow,” he told. Likewise, men and money will flow only

if we venture to contest. But certainly we shall have to accept both according to our principle.

  

Notwithstanding his ultimate vision of Pyramidal Participatory Democracy, that is Revolution

from Below, Roy asked upright persons to contest as Independent candidates during the very 1st

General Election. It is already stated. Roy’s goal may be reached, I think, only through gradual

approximation. It may be attempted from ‘ above ‘, as I had explained already. 

The concept of “United Independents” is a mid way venture between a political party and party

less democracy. Its Constitution will ensure 1) that an UI person will not lose his position even if he

opposes a majority proposal.  I opposed the Anti Defection Act in an article published in the Radical

Humanist. To me it appeared to be a utterly perplexed reaction to a passing political hullabaloo, or

a designed step, taking cover of the situation The Act has enslaved the legislators to their respective

parties. 2) Political Parties got direct recognition in the Constitution which was not there before.

The Western countries, which inspired us, do not have such laws. 3)  UI will accept donations

mainly through cheques. Donations in cash will be received on presentation of proper identity. UI

will regularly notify the sources of its income which political parties may not disclose.

The concept will have to be developed further by you all. I think it is unique, attractive and

viable. To our friend Mr. Suresh Jain, it is ‘ fantastic’.

Politics may be an art of the possible, but the ‘divides’ are crossed and a ‘fantastic’ summit is

reached in all ages, if there is clear understanding and conviction. 

Being dissatisfied with known politicians, people are electing persons from outside of main

stream politics presently. But many of them are extreme Nationalists, are against minorities and

immigrants. The present French President Mr. Maccron is perhaps the first example against this

wave. M.S. Zuraza Kapurova of Slovakia is the 2nd till date. Kapurova, a 45 years old environmental

lawyer, had a very little experience in direct politics. But she defeated the ruling party nominee and

      Part Two — United Independents



May 201936 THE RADICAL HUMANIST

the outgoing President in Mr. Maros Sevcovich getting 58% votes in the recent Presidential run

up. She termed the election as a fight between bad and good persons. She called for eradication of

the rampant corruption of known political circles and their back-ups. 

Kaparuva is fighting a legal battle against illegal filling of a land for the last 14 years. Just one

year before the election, in February, 2018 an investigating Reporter Mr. Yen Kusiak was shot

dead along with his girl friend in his own home. Kusiak was reporting on corruption. This forced

Prime Minister Mr. Fico to resign. Kapurova said that one of the reasons for her joining the

electoral battle was Kusiak’s killing.

She is a member of the liberal Progressive Slovakia Party. But it has no representation in the

Parliament. She had declared that she would resign from the Party before taking the Presidential

seat.

Kapurova stands for a pluralistic polity. Her success is significant not only for Slovakia but for

the current feuding world. India is not beyond it.

                                   

Indo- Pak conflict is rooted in the pre-Independence politico-communal hazards of the sub

continent which finally led to the Partition. 

Jammu & Kashmir – ”The first thing to be noted is that the INSTRUMENT OF ACCESSION

signed by Maharaja Hari Singh on the 26th October 1947 was in the same form as was executed

by the Rulers of the numerous other States. By the act of Accession the State of J & K became

legally and irrevocably a part of the territory of India. In spite of this the Govt. of India had given

an assurance to the effect that the Accession or the Constitutional relationship between India and

the State would be “subject to confirmation by the people of the State”  (Introduction to the

Constitution of India by Durgadas Basu, 18th edition, pp-250).

Such ‘ Extra-legal Assurance’ (ibid) is the root cause of all consequent troubles, as the Govt.

soon realized that the ‘Assurance’ was un-implementable.

We are perhaps being paid back in our won coins by Pakistan. Now, from time to time, Retd.

Army officers appear on the Kolkata TV Channels and tell how they went deep into the then East

Pakistan and organized the youths there to revolt against the Pak Army.

Recently on 6-3-2019, Mr. Sudipta, a veteran TV journalist in a panel discussion aired by DD

BANGLA described how Indian soldiers crossed into EP to fan revolt there.  I myself along

with a few friends entered into adjoining liberated areas of EP, unarmed though. I lost 2 friends,

Dipak Banerjee and Surojit Lahiri, caught and killed as Indian spies. But their reports on the revolt

were published in the then Amrito Bazar Patrika and Jugantar. They were not accredited War

Journalists.  I also met hiding Chittagong District Commissioner who along with Major Jia, (who

later became the head of the Military Govt. of Bangladesh) who were the first to revolt. I told him

that unless Mrs. Gandhi is made to intervene, she will not act. He replied that he met her along

with a mission headed by Mr. Tajuddin, who became the Finance Minister in the Mujib Govt. Mrs.

Gandhi first asked them whether they wanted to join with West Bengal. Tajuddin replied that they

wanted a free Bangladesh. She told them that she would think over it.

About 10 million refuges came over to India owing to large scale massacre and rape. This gave

the Indian P.M. the CAUSE to declare war against Pakistan.  

 Part Three (A) — Indo-Pak Conflict   

Part Three (B) - J & K Imbroglio
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Pulwama Attack has some grey spots. Firstly,

i) an high level judicial investigation should be held to find out security lapses that resulted in the

one sided massacre.

2) there is an allegation theory of match fixing clouding the attack. It calls for an investigating 

scrutiny. My first write up, published in the Radical Humanist was on this theory. From mid sixties

up to the end of the Cold War, it attracted many Western media persons. The latest charge of

Russian secret help to Donald Trump in his Presidential bid is still on, though he terms it as ‘illusion

- delusion’.

I would like to place here a copy of my article on the U-2 episode which appeared to me as a

result of US-Soviet secret understanding from my first book, ‘The- Flaming Cold War- A Study on

the Sino-US-Soviet Collaboration’.  It was included in the list of publications of importance of the

‘India Quarterly-April-June, 1968’, published by the Indian Council of World Affairs, N. Delhi.

To my investigation, the U-2 took a trance-Russian flight which was technically impossible,

even if it was not shot down mid-way. (The copy may not be mailed. It would be given to the

participants).

                                        

For the last 7 years, the centre stage of Bengal politics is occupied by Ms. Mamata Banerjee,

the present Chief Minister. In my view, she is a highly opportunist and capable populist leader. I am

not going into the charges and counter charges that are shaking the socio- political contour of

Bengal for long since. This is well attended to by all party men and the media. But one very serious

point is not given due attention. She has not, it seems, a deep faith in democratic principles. She has

postponed election in about 20 Municipal Boards. For about 2 years, no election in college and

university Student Unions is held. One of her Cabinet Ministers has recently said that there is no

need of holding labour union election while the Govt is providing all benefits. 

One of her trait is that she does not hesitate to take help from even an ordinary person to plan

her path. It was late 1984, when she  was all ready the Bengal Youth Congress President, she

reached the then WB Congress President Mr. Pranab Mukherjee’s residence to make personal 

relation with him  For this she took the help of Ms. Kallyani Bhowmik, our next door neighbour, my

wife. Monjusree and her colleague and Mr. Mukherjee’s younger sister, Mrs. Krishna Chatterjee.

Thus she got her ‘Pranabda’.

First, in spite of protestations, our basic approach to development is urban and male centric. This

has to be even, for all. Secondly, Europe got a peaceful Continent after many hundred years of

blood bath.  To have a peaceful sub-Continent, we shall have to try. But for how long, history

knows. Thirdly, to have a real secular polity, we first have to eradicate all kinds of communal

feelings first. There is no short cut to it. 

Part  Three (C) – Match-fixing?

Part Four - Bengal Politics

Part Five – Conclusion

“Information is the currency that every citizen requires to participate in the

life and governance of society.”

Justice A. P. Shah, former Chief Justice, Delhi and Madras High Courts, (2010)
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Role of the Radical Humanist in the Present
Political and Social Scenario in the Country

A paper for Indian Renaissance Institute Meeting on 06-07 April 2019

At Gandhi Peace Foundation, New Delhi.
  Kiran Nanavati

To be or not to be in active politics is the question. However, a question preceding this one is: what

makes us ask such a question. Till last century, children in our society aspired to be either doctor or

engineer or lawyer or chartered accountants; this list has lately enhanced with inclusion of other

sectors like sports, media, hospitality and NGO. However, hardly anyone from mainstream society

aspires to be politicians; despite the general projections of politics being in the system for social

welfares, facilitating better social fabric, having a say in improved governance and responsible

bureaucracy. List can keep getting longer and your preferences would mainly depend on your socio-

cultural background. In reality we hardly witness any politicians living up to such expectations; it does

not matter whether the person is politician by inheritance or a new entrant.Reality gives us enough

evidences that aspirant-politicians aim at money or power or both; rampant earning, enormous power,

VIP lifestyles and amassing wealth. I met a Sarpanch of a remote village during my fieldwork. He

was in his 30’s and his reason for joining politics had been, “To serve poor of his village.” I was to find

later regarding critical anomalies in his handling funds that are meantforvillage welfare, including

MGNREGA1  implementation.He could do that mainly because of poverty in labour class who are

also fromlower strata in social hierarchy. Such circumstances disallow strengthening of democratic

values. Dr. Ghanshyam Shah comments on this:

Social and economic inequality, embedded with ascribed feudal values and widespread

illiteracy are definitely a stumbling block in democratic functioning. At the same time, I

submit that the absence of democracy has no potentiality to bring social and economic

equality.2

Social welfare and effective governance has always taken a back seat in life and times of most

politicians in India. Needless to say that bureaucracy also reels under corruption, and most of the

times with consent of politicians. They belong to breed of bureaucrats that served under British and

performed tasks entrusted by rulers. Nehru felt that the administrative structure created by colonial

rulers was not suitable to meet new tasks after Independence, observes Dr. Shah. However, on the

eve of Independence, the first and most important tasks for Nehru were to maintain the ‘security and

stability of India’. For that, the status quo in administrative system was necessary.3

British ruler predicted depraved state of affair even before giving independence to India. British

Prime Minister Winston Churchill did not have good words for our future. He forecasted that nation

would not be a priority for Indian politicians, “…all Indian leaders will be of low caliber & men of

straw. They will have sweet tongues and silly hearts. They will fight amongst themselves for power

and India will be lost in political squabbles. A day would come when even air and water would be

taxed in India.”4 - 5; There were many protests in India over such remarks, but main focus of freedom

struggle did not dilute. However there are contradictory recounts on this quote and some websites are

unconfident if he really used these words for Indian politicians. Nevertheless, he was not much

positive about India’s politicians.

No matter what words Churchill used, but they are not entirely correct and we have seen examples
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of good politicians and their good governance. Prime Minister Lal Bahadur Shastri was among one

tall leader. During Indo-Pak war in 1965 India faced acute food shortage and when he gave a call of

giving up rice in their meal once in a week on every Monday, citizens across the country dedicatedly

followed this call. Slowly these were known asShastriji ke Somwaar(Shastri’s Mondays). General

practice of small time hotels in Mumbai was to put up a small board in Marathi at entrance for

announcing that food is ready; it read “rice-plate chalu aahe” (rice plate is being served). This rice

plate would have other ingredients including curry and vegetables as well. However, on Mondays the

boards started having new type of messages “rice milnaar naahi” (rice will not be served).

Over a period of time we have experienced steady decline in such political eminence. Moreover,

new entrants of political arena are mainly from existing political fraternity. There have people from

other sectors entering politics, but several of them have not lasted long when they fail to imbibe nitty-

gritty of politics in India. Most of us will remember rapid rise and fast fall of Janata Party in late

1970’s. Indira’s emergency6 gathered all oppositions to jointly contest forthcoming general election

March 1977. Situation had inspired local activists and non-politicians to join the force. However, the

Janata government could not last long; but as historian Granville Austin puts it, enjoyed a "remarkable

success in repairing the Constitution from the Emergency's depredations, in reviving open parliamentary

practice through its consultative style? and in restoring the judiciary's independence".7

Such success by the first non-Congress governmentwent unnoticed due to theirin-fights. Towards

the end of 1979 Janata Party collapsed due to many misgivings. Several adverse and distasteful

incidents took place during their short rule. One of them is of a dedicated activist devoid of knowhow

of politics.

Ms. Mrinal Gore was a frontline activist of Mumbai and suburb Goregaon was named

after her family name. She was elected as Janata Party candidate. She made a perfect

case of an activist-by-heart becoming politician, albeit without learning politics. When Railway

Minister Mr. Madhu Dandvate raised ticket fares, she came down to streets of Fort at

Mumbai shouting slogans to cut down the rates, which was done after few days. Such

behavior demonstrates lack of enthusiasm to actually deliver as politician; and sticking to

own ways of activism.

Lessons to be learnt from such incidents are, we can make the difference when in power, but we

need to create understanding on present system; explore ways to remain inside the current system

without getting tarnished while also achieving progress against set objectives.

Gore remained activist and left politics, which was not her stronghold. Though, not all activists have

similar viewpoint. Perception of most politicians being corrupt and power hungry may or may not hold

ground; but it might be difficult to hold your horses when you are in a position to entertain such

thoughts. There have been cases of activists entering politics and succeeding to remain there. Yet,

when they succeed in upward mobility, they do not appear to be giving back.

Case of a successful activist joining politics is noteworthy in this context.In later half of 1990s, an

NGO activists joined politics. He also arranged paving way for other activist colleagues to follow suit.

His aspirations and abilities shot his fame to power center at Delhi. However, he could not bring much

transformation at actual ground level because he soon shifted within circle of central leadership. Such

illustrations do not become news because this is one of the most expected outcomes of the successful

entrants. Similar instance took place after more than a decade when another activist joined politics

when new political party surfaced. His joining was a non-starter because of flip-flops in Party’s

central leadership, but he remained grounded and has been trying out for success. We have observed
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such happenings with other individuals as well.

Talking about activists joining politics, a very interesting election was contested in last century. The

contestant was rationalist and into the field of eradicating superstition. In middle of 1970s, then President

of Indian Rationalist Association Mr. Yahyabhai Lokhandwala was from Mumbai and from the circle

of Humanists like Mr. Rane, Mr. Anthony and Mr. Sawant. He encouraged few youths, including

myself, to establish Chamatkar Chakasani Kendra (Miracle Exposure Centre); having headquarters

at Vile Parle (West). Those were the days when terminology like ‘rationalism’ or ‘humanism’ were

not even in common vocabulary. All efforts and endeavors of inculcating scientific temper were

mainly falling in deaf ears. A novel idea was developed to spread scientific temper.

When elections were announced for Municipal Corporation in Mumbai (then Bombay), a

senior member of Chamatkar Chakasani Kendracontested the election. Campaign was

revolving around inculcating scientific temper; “people in public offices cannot visit religious

places, ban religious photos at public workplaces, a uniformed public servant cannot remove

shoes while on duty and cannot enter religious place, ban religious discourses at public

offices”. Relatives and friends of candidate were charged with motivation and had started

exploring opportunities in case he wins. There was gloom in their behavior when election

results declared him as having lost with huge margin.

Thus, people involved in ideological movement have never been principally averse to joining politics.

It is just a matter of personal choice whether someone desires to be a doctor, lawyer, engineer or a

politician. It is easier for activists to choose politics as career, maybe because they have already

severed stereotypes of mainstream career options of doctor and lawyer. Such people aspire a change

in existing system, may it be in social fabric or in political fraternity. They are aware that one has to

struggle for a change, no matter how trivial or substantial that change would be. If and when one

decides to join politics, a question surfaces on taking up such struggle at individual level or do it

collectively. Dalit activists from Gujarat debated in social media on entering politics to make the

change. Mr. Neerav Patel, senior citizen hailing from Dalit community has started advocating that one

must indulge in community work for at least two decades to make one’s presence felt. Political

venture shall succeed only if person is recognized at ground level. Debate lasted for few days and

offered several opinions: when BJP can boost their strength from two seats to two-third majority, why

should we wait and why not start early; why not join and support Bahujan Samaj Party for our cause

rather than fight alone so on and so forth. However, we also have success stories of people joining

through political party platform and those joining as independent. Mr. Pravin Rashtrapal (1939-2016)

hailing from Dalit community was Assistant Commissioner in Income Tax department and went on to

be known as a key Dalit right activist from Gujarat. He joined Congress and was elected to Parliament

in 1999 and to Rajya Sabha in 2006. In 2012, his assets were INR 90 lacs8. He continued his ground

level activist work as union leader and for social justice. He chose to enter politics through a national

party. There are cases of people trying it out without being part of any party. Mr. Jignesh Mevanihailing

from Dalit community has single handedly made his presence felt at national level.

These names are only representatives; we find many more such local and national personalities

who succeed in politics while remaining grounded and bringing change in society.

Needless to say that there cannot be a collective ruling by any movement or struggle for either

joining politics or not joining it; to join an existing political party or to go for it alone. Yet, the intention to

join should be clear and it should be in congruent with own ideology, which will derive future actions.

A collective struggle in this regard is likely to fetch better results rather then plunging into it individually.
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Concerns in collectiveness cannot be ruled out when each individual considering self as more right

than others or someone feels like a naturally born leader who has to be on dais every time. Challenges

are everywhere, but so are problems. What would happen if no person from non-political background

joins politics? Also, what would be our state of politics if all mature leaders vanish and their children

take over? Just imagine Indian politics without genuine, experienced rooted senior leaders of the

Congress, Bharatiya Janata Party and other regional parties and the possibility of all of them being

replaced, at some stage, by the so-called GenNext hereditary turks and their too clever by half

whizkids who think they can drive politics and form strategies from spreadsheets in backrooms.9

One should not entertain thoughts like all would be well once we join politics and remain there

successfully. Mr. Jawaharlal Nehru had to struggle despite being Prime Minister for making his

political colleagues exercise secularism. Mr. Ramchandra Guha is a historian and has noted in his

book regarding the infamous event of government encouraging temple reconstruction; despite objection

by Prime Minister.

[Nehru's and Prasad's] differences came to a head in the spring of 1951 when the president

[Rajendra Prasad] was asked to inaugurate the newly restored Somnath temple in Gujarat...

When the President of India chose to dignify the temple's consecration with his presence,

Nehru was appalled. He wrote to Prasad asking him not to participate... Prasad disregarded

the advice and went to Somnath...  The prime minister [Nehru] thought that public officials

should never publicly associate with faiths and shrines. The president [Prasad], on the

other hand, believed that it should be equally and publicly respectful of all. Although he was

a Hindu, said Prasad at Somnath, "I respect all religions and on occasion visit a church, a

mosque, a dargah and a gurdwara."10

This is not to glorify Nehru whose bent for remaining at helm till his death and making national

political party into a dynasty-ruled party; were amongst several qualms during his prime ministerial

tenure.

Thus, it is important to bring changes in society, may it be by being in politics or by spreading

awareness on various societal weaknesses.

We are caught in dilemma: Democracy in society with gross socio-economic inequality

cannot be effective in accomplishing meaningful participation of all, and non-democraty

cannot necessarily build a sustainable egalitarian social order. A society with gross well-

entrenched social and economic inequalities woven its social fabric cannot wait for the

introduction of the democratic system until it attains equality. Nor can it wait until a cultural

renaissance ingrained with rationality, humanism, scientific thinking, etc. emerges.11

It is not mandatory to be in politics for bringing desired changes, and it is also not evil to be in politics.

Ideologists should not shy away tomake politics as a career. In fraternity of lawyers, we find that

fresher out of college first join a senior advocate and serve as an intern there. It gives them knowledge

of handling cases and court matters. There is no such system for entering into political fraternity.

Also, criteria for an Indian citizen to contest assembly and parliament elections12 are not very stringent;

except for age andnot having sentenced imprisonment for two yearsor more. Therefore, people from

all walks of life would be trying out with varied means; and no system can ensure proper grooming of

aspirants. There has to be a self-learning after getting inside the system. Needless to say that it is

perquisite to create understanding on present system, explore ways to avoid malicious means and

sustain in existing political environment. It is also important to keep core objectives in mind and avoid

deviating from it.
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A senior minister told this writer, “Once we managed the headlines, Modiji lost interest. After all,

as some people in the Bofors case were dear to the Gandhi family, in 2G a particular individual is

very dear to the prime minister. Show kiya, khatam ho gaya (We put up a show, now it’s over).”

In another case that echoed of the Rajan list, the Modi government sat on a request from the

Serious Fraud Office (SFO) in the UK to arrest Nirav Modi. When the jeweller fled India and took

refuge in the UK, the British government offered to help arrest him as he had committed a “criminal

fraud”. The SFO confirmed to the Indian authorities that Nirav Modi was in London in March last

year, and offered to fly a team to India to put together the documents needed to arrest Modi.

The Indian government, inexplicably, simply sat on the request. Sources revealed to this reporter

that the request was discussed in the PMO and then flagged to National Security Advisor Ajit

Doval. Yet the Modi government took no action. The Modi’s government’s concern over former

CBI director Alok Verma ordering an investigation into the controversial Rafale deal led to his post-

midnight sacking. Now, the Centre has wrecked the autonomy of the CBI and ED by allowing

controversial officials to indulge in vendetta and extortion.

All of this makes on thing clear – while headline management by an army of obliging panna

pramukhs is all very well, the reality is that Modi is complicit in not taking action against corruption.

   Swati Chaturvedi is a Delhi-based journalist. Courtesy The Wire. 21 March 2019.

  Contd. from page 16 ...Why Narendra Modi’s #MainBhi...
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