
Established 1946
Pages 16

1
Price : Rupees Five

Vol. 73 No. 42
November 11, 2018

D-15, Ganesh Prasad,  
Naushir Bharucha Marg,

Mumbai - 400 007. 
Email : janataweekly@gmail.com

Website:www.janataweekly.org

Editor : G. G. Parikh 

Associate Editor : Neeraj Jain

Managing Editor : Guddi 

Editorial Board :
B. Vivekanandan, Qurban Ali
Anil Nauriya, Sonal Shah  
Nandu Dhaneshwar,  
Sandeep Pandey

On October 31, 2018, a select 
group of UK scientists launched a 
Declaration of Rebellion against the 
UK government at the Houses of 
Parliament: “For criminal inaction 
in the face of climate change 
catastrophe and ecological collapse.”

According to the scientists, 
now is the time to act as a planetary 
emergency is already upon us.

Nearly 100 British scientists, 
academics and writers are willing 
to go to jail to make their point 
tha t  anthropogenic  (human-
caused) climate change is a surefire 
provocateur that’s already starting to 
decimate ecosystems.

Additionally, these scientists 
also launched ExtinctionRebellion, 
an international movement that 
will use mass civil disobedience to 
force governments to immediately 
establish a WWII-type effort to fight 
climate change.

Yes, civil disobedience is the 
way forward, as the group promises: 
“Repeated acts of disruptive, non-
violent civil disobedience” if the 
government does not respond 
seriously to demands, and they 
anticipate “there will be mass 
arrests”.

Similar in tone to early American 

Rebellious Scientists Issue  
Urgent Appeal

Robert Hunziker, Alex Kirby
rebels like ‘Give me Liberty or 
Give me Death” Patrick Henry of 
American Revolution circa late 18th 
century, these rebel scientists are 
willing to make personal sacrifices, 
to be arrested, to go to prison, as 
they firmly believe it’s proper to 
start a planetary emergency global 
effort in the UK where the industrial 
revolution commenced. Essentially, 
full circle back to the beginnings of 
the fossil fuel era.

Accord ing  to  Ext inc t ion 
Rebellion the sixth mass extinction is 
already strutting its mettle in spunky 
fashion. For example, a recent 
Worldwide Fund for Nature report 
claims a wipeout of 60% of animal 
populations has already occurred 
over the past 50 years alone.

All of which begs the provocative 
question: What does it imply for the 
next 50 years as climate change / 
global warming indicators firmly 
crank up to rapid-acceleration mode, 
in some cases exponentially? Thus, 
the next 50 yrs zoom-zoom will be 
supercharged. What then?

For example, an extremely 
alarming new study, ‘Climate-
Driven Declines in Arthropod 
Abundance Restructure a Rainforest 
Food Web’, Proceedings of the 
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National Academy of Sciences, 
reveals a mind-boggling cataclysmic 
falloff, up to 60-fold, of the “food 
web” in tropical rainforests with 
temps up 2.0-to-2.5°C over baseline, 
indicative of an ecosystem in early 
stages of disintegration.

A falloff of “up to 60-fold” 
is extremely difficult to fathom. 
It’s almost like an out of body 
experience from far above, watching 
rainforests, over time, crumble into 
thousands of piles of grey dust in a 
dark nightmarish dream sequence.

The climate is changing much 
faster than nature normally functions 
because human-charged climate 
change works against the regular 
flow of nature, leaving it choking /
gasping / disintegrating in the dust.

Ecosystems from the Arctic to 
Antarctica are starting to crumble 
right before our eyes, but nobody 
lives where it happens. So, nobody 
sees it first-hand, as for example:

l Vavilov Ice Cap (700 sq. miles) 
in the Russian High Arctic 
slipping / sliding by 15–35 feet 
per day versus normally 2 inches 
per day—a real shocker.

l Three 100-year droughts (which 
normally happen once every 100 
years) hit the Amazon Rainforest 
like clockwork over the past 10 
years: 2005–2010–2015—an 
unprecedented occurence.

l The Totten Glacier (16 feet of 
water), which comprises less 
than 1/10th of East Antarctica’s 
ice mass,  is  destabilising 
100-years ahead of previous 
climate modeling.

l West Antarctica’s rate of ice loss 
triples over 15 years, way ahead 
of scientific modeling.

l Arctic multi-year thick ice 
infrastructure melts, losing 
N o r t h e r n  H e m i s p h e r e ’s 

biggest reflector of sunlight, 
exposing subsea permafrost 
methane trapped over the 
eons in clathrates, thus risking 
runaway global warming with 
concomitant wipeout of mid-
latitude agricultural crops.

l The entire surface of Greenland 
(22 feet of water) turned to slush, 
freaking-out scientists.

l China’s Lancang River (1,330 
miles in China), the Danube 
of the East, lost 70% of its 
headwater glaciers to global 
warming ,  th rea ten ing  an 
irregular flow of this major river 
for all of SE Asia sometime in 
the distant future.

l The World Bank warns that 100 
million people are at risk of loss 
of irrigation, drinking water and 
hydropower because of rapid 
melt of Andes’ glacial water 
towers.

l Pingos imploding in Siberia, 
spewing methane; 7,000 Pingos 
identified, as Siberia enters 
ecosystem collapse phase.

l Alaskan permafrost emitting 220 
million tons of carbon every 2 
years as it reverses from carbon 
sink to a carbon emitter. Ouch!

l Too much heat and CO2 are 
changing ocean chemistry, 
as  ac id i f ica t ion  d i s rup ts 
the base of the food web; 
Pteropod reproduction and/or 
development threatened.

l One-half of the Great Barrier 
Reef killed by excessively heated 
ocean water conditions 2016-
17—scientists flabbergasted.

l Ocean plankton production 
off by 40% past 50 years, 
diminishing oxygen production.

l Thermohaline worldwide ocean 
circulation slowest in 1,600 
years has negative worldwide 
impact.

l Underwate r  ke lp  fo res t s 
decimated all along California 
northern coasts and Australia’s 
giant kelp forest declared 
“endangered ecological zone,” 
as a steady increase in ocean 
temps by nearly 3 degrees 
Fahrenheit in recent decades 
was all it took.

l Colorado River Basin water flow 
down 40% in worst drought in 
1,200 years, threatening major 
cities and agriculture.

l Middle East / Northern Africa 
Mediterranean coastlines drying 
up faster than anywhere on 
the planet because of global 
warming. Where will  eco 
migrants go next?

l One hundred nature reserves in 
Europe experienced 80% drop 
in flying insect abundance, 
confusing scientists.

l NOAA says CO2 increasing 100 
times faster than end of last Ice 
Age, which is hyper-speed in 
geological time.

Signatories to the Declaration 
of Rebellion include established 
names in academics like Professor 
Danny Dorling of University of 
Oxford and Dr. Ian Gibson, former 
chair of Parliamentary Science and 
Technology Select Committee. 
Green Party MP Caroline Lucas is 
also a signatory. Other backers are 
probably better-known for their 
achievements beyond science, 
including the former Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Rowan Williams, now 
the Master of Magdalene College at 
the University of Cambridge, and the 
journalist George Monbiot.

Cry of desperation
Another supporter is Andrew 

Simms of the New Weather Institute. 
In an interview, he stated: “This is 
almost a cry of desperation. People 
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are bewildered. But almost every 
profound change in British society, 
from the abolition of slavery to the 
improvement of shipping safety, has 
involved people risking arrest.

“The signs I am getting from 
the UK government now are that it 
is a reckless administration putting 
its own people and others at risk 
by putting climate change virtually 
nowhere.

“The Declaration alone won’t 
bring about change: we’ll need 
people working practically to make 
change happen on the ground. But 
we need ExtinctionRebellion as part 
of the mosaic of responses to the 
extremely precarious situation we 
now find ourselves in.”

Simms, convinced that an 
entirely new potential for rapid 
societal change now exists, says: 
“We know what’s needed, and 
the resources to do it are there. 
ExtinctionRebellion is one example 
of how new ideas can spread quickly 
and rapid shift—and radical action—
can come closer.” 

The  jud ic i a l  cus tody  o f 
Arun Ferreira, Sudha Bhardwaj 
and Vernon Gonsalves has been 
extended till 19 November by the 
Pune sessions court. They were 
arrested by the Maharashtra police 
for allegedly planning large-scale 
violence in collaboration with the 
Communist Party of India (Maoist).

It again shows that the lower 
judiciary in our country can hardly 
be expected to stand for individual 
liberty and the right to dissent when 
the state says that it is threatened.

It was, therefore, a surprise when 
the Delhi High Court granted bail to 
Gautam Navlakha. Gautam has also 
got relief from the Bombay High 
Court, which has restrained the Pune 
Police from arresting him, Anand 
Teltumbde and Stan Swamy till 21 
November.

The Pune Police made an 
explosive claim that it has also 
uncovered a conspiracy to assassinate 
the Prime Minister and suspects a 
large nationwide network secretly 
working for it.

The Brazenness of the State
T h e  a b s u r d i t y  o f  t h e s e 

discoveries has since been discussed 
at length in the media.

But more than that, we need 
to admire the utter brazenness of 
the State, which has, through these 
raids and arrests, nearly buried the 
question of responsibility of the 
violence that took place after an 
event on the eve of New Year at 
Bhima-Koregaon.

It was alleged that it was planned 
and executed by some Hindutvavadi 

Activists’ Arrests: Govt Wants Only 
One Voice

Apoorvanand
groups. Instead of probing them, 
the Pune Police introduced an 
entirely new angle to the whole 
story, claiming that the event by 
the Dalits at Bhima-Koregaon was 
actually funded and supported by 
the Maoists, and was part of a larger 
design to create unrest in the country.

Though multiple raids across 
India on activists and intellectuals—
openly active through their writing, 
speaking, and known for their 
record of standing up for the Dalits, 
tribals and the marginalised—an 
impression of a hidden network of 
Maoists was sought to be created. 
The Hindi media and a section of 
the electronic channels helped the 
government drive this theory deep 
into the popular mind.

The people were made to 
believe in the fiction of gangs of 
nation-breakers being sheltered by 
universities like JNU and Hyderabad 
Central University by a helping 
media. That narrative has now 
been made more sensational by 
adding this new element of ‘anti-
national, violent’ Maoists active in 
our backyards.

It was not a coincidence that 
the outfits affiliated to the BJP and 
the RSS launched a campaign at the 
Delhi University a year ago to free 
the campus from red terror. Meetings 
and seminars are being held across 
India to enlighten people about 
the threat of dangerous Maoists 
masquerading as teachers, students, 
artists, filmmakers, etc.

It is said that the very openness 
of the urban spaces is being misused 
by the Maoists to further their 
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agenda. A high-decibel campaign 
supported by the ministers of the 
central government is bound to 
impact the people who have no other 
channel of getting information than 
the Hindi newspapers and popular 
TV channels like the Zee TV.

A nationalist narrative is being 
woven by them in which the State 
is made one with the nation. And 
the government is the sole carrier of 
this nationalism. Any criticism of the 
government automatically turns into 
an attack on the State and the nation.

The Great Confusion among 
People

It is only 10 months and all 
of us have forgotten about the 
violence against the participants of 
the Bhima-Koregaon event.

Instead, we are busy discussing 
whether the arrested or raided 
activists are Maoists or not.

It looks absurd but it remains 
a reali ty that in the popular 
imagination, Maoists are seen 
as dangerous terrorists armed to 
their teeth and flushed with funds. 
They are funding Kanhaiya Kumar, 
Umar Khalid, and everyone who 
is doing something that is critical 
of the policies and actions of this 
government. When the writers 
and artists started their protest by 
returning State awards, the finance 
minister suggested that they were 
being funded by anti-nationals.

There are different kinds of 
activists working all over India. 
Some of them are openly sympathetic 
to the Maoist ideology and there are 
others who, even when differing or 
disagreeing with the Maoists, would 
defend their human rights as a matter 
of principle. It does not mean that 
they indulge in or support violent 
acts.

But the government has created 

a great confusion in the minds of 
the people. It is bizarre but even 
the Congress party is portrayed 
as conspiring with the Maoists or 
Naxals, since Rahul Gandhi chose to 
speak against the attack on student 
leaders like Kanhaiya or criticised 
the recent raids and the arrests of 
these activists.

There is no use talking about 
the significance of the work people 
like Anand Teltumbde, Stan Swamy, 
Sudha Bharadwaj or others are 
doing. The design to club different 
kinds of people together needs to be 
understood.

We must recall the warning the 
Prime Minister gave to to the judges 
just after taking over. He had told 
them that their judgments should 
not be influenced by the perception 
created by the five-star activists. It 

is important for this government to 
intimidate and silence this privileged 
and noisy class. The raids and arrests 
are part of this strategy.

A situation is being created in 
which the articulate section of the 
society, which keeps disturbing 
the nationalist narrative of the 
government, would just disappear.

The meaning of these arrests 
would be clear if we put them 
together with the attempt to take 
away from the University academics 
the right to speak and write freely, to 
disallow non-State views to be aired 
on campuses.

The objective is to let only one 
voice get echoed from all corners. 
What is disturbing is that most of us 
don’t find it disturbing at all.
Email: katyayani.apoorv@gmail.com

The Way Forward for Socialists  
in Brazil

Claudia Fanti interviews Joao Stedile
The devastating victory of 

extreme right-wing candidate Jair 
Bolsonaro in Brazil’s presidential 
elections on October 28 left many 
across the world shocked and 
wondering how someone who openly 
preaches hate and violence could 
have won. Claudia Fanti, an Italian 
journalist, spoke to João Pedro 
Stedile of the national board of the 
Landless Rural Workers’ Movement 
(MST) about the elections and the 
way forward for the left in Brazil.

How is is it possible that millions 
of  Brazi l ians voted for an 
openly fascist project? Does the 
manipulation of data and fake 
news through WhatsApp explain 
what happened?

We suffered an electoral defeat 
as progressive and people’s forces. 
This does not mean that the majority 
of people chose fascism. Bolsonaro 
received 56 million votes, Haddad 
45 million, and 31 million did not 
vote or they cast a blank ballot. 
On the other hand, the country is 
divided. In the north and north-east 
we elected 12 governors, which 
is an area that will serve as our 
trenches, geographically. In the 
last week, a national coordination 
was formed with intellectuals, 
musicians, teachers, churches, 
pastors, progressives, in defense 
of democracy, that will remain as a 
bastion of society.

We lost electorally because the 
Brazilian capitalist class, dominated 
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by finance capital and transnational 
companies, abandoned the Macron 
formula and opted for the Pinochet 
method. They propose a repressive 
government, with fascist methods, 
and with no state presence in the 
economy with ultra-neoliberalism. 
They put all of their economic 
weight and hegemony behind 
Bolsonaro. To win, they used bots 
and had support from outside Brazil, 
from Trump and Steve Bannon, in 
addition to the right-wing forces 
from Israel, to bombard the Brazilian 
people with systematic lies. It must 
not be forgotten that Brazil is the 
country in the world with most cell 
phones and the highest level of use 
of social media, with Whatsapp, 
Facebook, twitter, etc. They also 
were supported by a conservative 
network of evangelical pastors, and 
from the conservative sectors of the 
Catholic church.

They created an anti-PT, anti-left 
wing environment, as if we were 
the ones responsible for the crisis 
of capitalism.

On the other hand, they used 
the state apparatus in two ways: 
the principal and most fanatic 
militants of Bolsonaro were the 
military police, the people from the 
armed forces and members of the 
Stonemasons sect. They had a reach 
across the whole country. They also 
had the support of the judiciary, who 
since the coup against Dilma are 
loyal to the interests of capital. To 
give an idea, last week, the judicial 
authorised a search and arrest in 17 
Brazilian universities.

They also used the judicial power 
to illegally prevent the possibility of 
Lula participating in the elections 
that he would’ve won in the first 
round.

A d d e d  t o  t h i s  w a s  t h e 
organisational weaknesses of the left, 

and its distancing from grassroots 
work and from the poorest and the 
working class in general.

Bolsonaro presented himself as an 
anti-system candidate although he 
had supported some of the worst 
measures of Temer? How did he 
do it?

Bolsonaro’s campaign was based 
on lies and was a farce. He never 
once discussed a plan of government; 
he never wanted to participate 
in any debates on television or 
in other media. He hid behind a 
false image, of the courageous 
military man. He hid from the 
population that his government 
will be a government of military 
personnel, repressive, and one that 
would  further the imposition of the 
interests of finance capital and the 
transnational companies. The only 
two ministers that he announced 
during the campaign were Paulo 
Guedes, a banker and a ‘Chicago 
boy’, for Economic Minister and the 
retention of the current president of 
the central bank, who is an Israeli 
citizen and defers to the interests of 
Itau bank.

Today the declarations of 
Steve Bannon have been all over 
the bourgeois news. He was the 
campaign coordinator of Trump 
and was behind Bolsonaro, which 
shows just how important this 
campaign was for the global right 
wing, with all of the new methods 
of mass manipulation through social 
media. Here, we are confronting the 
interests of the global right, which 
has transformed us into an electoral 
laboratory, to apply this formula in 
the rest of the world.

Was the electoral strategy of the 
Workers’ Party (PT) correct? 
Could something else have been 

done, something different?
Well, there is always a lot 

of analysis and hypothesis, and 
everyone has their own evaluation. I 
think that the PT was more prepared 
to do a campaign with Lula, who is 
the central leader of the masses in 
Brazil. With his imprisonment and 
his being barred from even speaking 
to the people, the right-wing took 
away our principle force. Then, there 
was a weakness in not realising the 
power and manipulation of the social 
networks, especially Whatsapp. 
They were sending messages from 
outside, millions of lies every half 
an hour. Imagine for example, that 
on the last day, they even spread the 
lie that Haddad was a pedophile . . 
. in the end, we lacked the will and 
time to do a campaign more linked to 
the people, to go house by house, a 
campaign that listened to the people.

In the PT, there were many 
people who trusted the power of 
the television, but they were proved 
wrong. The television is no longer 
a sufficient instrument to change an 
election.

Many say that it all started with the 
protests in June 2013. Following 
this came the many protests 
against the PT government, the 
illegitimate overthrow of Dilma, 
the persecution of Lula and 
finally, the unstoppable growth 
of Bolsonaro. If the PT had better 
understood the protest in June 
2013, could history have been 
different?

Of course. However, behind 
all of this lies the strong and deep 
economic crisis of the capitalist way 
of functioning. When the economy 
grows, everyone can win. When the 
economy does not function, each 
class just wants to save itself. It is 
like what happened in the Titanic. 
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The first class, the capitalists, took 
the life boats to save themselves 
alone, and the second and third class 
passengers drowned. The Dilma 
government and the left-wing parties 
did not have the clarity, the capacity 
and the political will to explain to 
the people the nature of the crisis, 
the nature of the corruption, the 
nature of all of the problems. By 
not explaining this, the advantage 
shifted to the right-wing who had 
more ability to put all of the blame 
on the Dilma government, then on 
the PT and then on Lula.

What comes next is a war on 
labor rights, on the black and 
indigenous population, on the 
environment, on the MST and all 
of the social movements. What 
will be the strategy ahead for the 
movements?

We are still in the moment of 
evaluation, debates and preparing 
for the next period, that will be a 
long one.

We will have a right-wing, 
fascist, repressive government but 
without a classic movement of 
fascist masses like there was in 
Europe. This is why we say that there 
will be a government more similar 
to Pinochet and to that of Duterte 
in the Philippines. They defend an 
ultra-neoliberal program to save 
the banks and the transnational 
companies, including the Europeans 
who support them. At the same 
time, it has also been proven that 
neoliberalism, the minimal state 
and complete freedom for capital, 
will not resolve the fundamental 
problems of the people. We have 
14 million unemployed people and 
another 33 million with precarious 
work. We have almost 60 million 
workers outside the economy, the 
people need jobs, income, housing, 

school and land. In this respect, it 
will be a repressive government but 
the people will have to confront the 
contradictions and mobilise.

We do not have another option 
besides learning from the historical 
lessons in the struggle for humanity. 
First, we must organise a broad 
democratic front to confront this 
fascist government. We have a strong 
institutional base of opposition with 
12 governors and more than a third 
of the parliament. And we have 
people’s organisations to resist.

We must, however, double down 
on our grassroots work, to explain 
to the people, listen to the people 
and organise people’s committees 
in all of the neighborhoods and 
municipalities around what we call 
the People’s Congress, to debate 
the project of the country, with the 

people.
We have to strengthen the 

political education work. The 
development of our popular media 
to communicate with the people, 
including through social media, 
in a much more organised way, is 
essential.

Lastly, engaging in grassroots 
struggle, that is the only way of 
defending rights and improving 
quality of life.

We have many years ahead of a 
right-wing, repressive government 
that does not have an organised 
social base. His central support base 
comes from a militarised, fanatic and 
sectarian grassroots base.

This also demands that the left 
works on the processes of renovation 
and bringing together the people’s 
forces.

The fourth part of a personal 
epitaph on Jayaprakash Narayan 
by former civil servant M.G. 
Devasahayam.

What is Fascism?
This is the dictionary definition 

of fascism: “a political philosophy, 
movement, or regime (such as that 
of the Fascisti) that exalts nation 
and often race above the individual 
and that stands for a centralised 
autocratic government headed by a 
dictatorial leader, severe economic 
and social regimentation, and 
forcible suppression of opposition.”

In an article, “Fascism Anyone?” 
Laurence Britt (an active writer and 
commentator on political, historical 
and economic affairs) comes out 

Jayaprakash Narayan: An Idealist 
Betrayed – Part IV

M. G. Devasahayam
with a 14-point list describing 
fascism in different dimensions:

1. Powerful  and Continuing 
Nationalism: Fascist regimes 
tend to make constant use 
of patriotic mottos, slogans, 
symbols, songs, and other 
paraphernalia. Flags are seen 
everywhere, as are flag symbols 
on clothing and in public 
displays.

2. Disdain for the Recognition of 
Human Rights: Because of fear 
of enemies and the need for 
security, the people in fascist 
regimes are persuaded that 
human rights can be ignored in 
certain special cases. The people 
tend to look the other way or even 
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approve of torture, summary 
executions, assassinations, long 
incarcerations of prisoners etc.

3. Identification of Enemies / 
Scapegoats as a Unifying Cause: 
The people are rallied into a 
unifying patriotic frenzy over 
the need to eliminate a perceived 
common threat or foe: racial, 
ethnic, or religious minorities, 
liberals, communists, socialists, 
terrorists, etc.

4. Supremacy of the Military: 
Soldiers and military service 
are glamourised. Even when 
there are widespread domestic 
problems, the military is given 
a disproportionate amount of 
government funding.

5. R a m p a n t  S e x i s m :  T h e 
governments of fascist nations 
tend to be almost exclusively 
male-dominated. Under fascist 
regimes, traditional gender 
roles are made more rigid. 
Maintenance of a patriarchal 
status quo is the norm.

6. Contro l led  Mass  Media: 
Sometimes the media is directly 
controlled by the government, 
but in other cases, the media 
is indirectly controlled by 
government regulation, or 
sympathetic media spokespeople 
and executives. Censorship of 
the media is very common.

7. Obsess ion  wi th  Nat ional 
Security:  Fear is  used as 
a motivational tool by the 
government over the masses.

8. Religion and Government are 
Intertwined: Governments in 
fascist nations tend to use the 
most common religion in the 
nation as a tool to manipulate 
public opinion. Religious 
rhetoric and terminology are 
common from government 
leaders, even if sometimes the 

major tenets of the religion 
are diametrically opposed to 
the government’s policies or 
actions.

9. Corporate Power is Protected: 
The industrial and business 
aristocracy of a fascist nation 
often are the ones who put 
the government leaders into 
power, creating a mutually 
beneficial business–government 
relationship and power elite.

10. Labor Power is Suppressed: 
Because the organising power of 
labor is often the only real threat 
to a fascist government, labor 
unions are either eliminated or 
severely suppressed.

11. Disdain for Intellectuals, 
Centers of Education, and 
the Arts: Fascist nations tend 
to promote and tolerate open 
hostility to higher education and 
academia. It is not uncommon 
for  professors  and o ther 
academics to be censored or 
even arrested. Free expression in 
the arts is openly attacked, and 
governments often refuse to fund 
the arts.

12. Obsession with Crime and 
Punishment: Under fascist 
regimes, the police are given 
almost limitless power to enforce 
laws. The people are often 
willing to overlook police abuses 
and even forego civil liberties in 
the name of patriotism.

13. R a m p a n t  C ro n y i s m  a n d 
Corruption: Fascist regimes 
almost always are governed 
by groups of fr iends and 
associates who appoint each 
other to government positions 
and use governmental power and 
authority to protect their friends 
from accountability. It is not 
uncommon in fascist regimes 
for national resources and even 

treasures to be appropriated 
or even outright stolen by 
government leaders.

14. F r a u d u l e n t  E l e c t i o n s : 
Sometimes, elections in fascist 
nations are a complete sham. 
Other t imes elections are 
manipulated by smear campaigns 
against or even assassination of 
opposition candidates, use of 
legislation to control voting 
numbers or political district 
boundaries, and manipulation of 
the media. Fascist nations also 
typically use their judiciaries to 
manipulate or control elections.

Does the RSS miss even one of 
these points? The ‘Saffron Summit’ 
neither addressed nor resolved even 
one of this points to prove that it 
is not fascist. On the other hand, 
freedom is just the antithesis of all 
that fascism stands for.

Was JP a Fascist?
Anyone interested in the recent 

history of the Jan Sangh-turned-
BJP’s rise to power should know 
that they used JP to the full, sucked 
the blood out of him and not only 
abandoned him but betrayed him. 
What is worse, Sanghis portray him 
as their patriarch and a fascist. As 
proof they quote JP’s words—“if 
you are fascist, then I too am a 
fascist” at a Jan Sangh-RSS rally! 
Every time I hear people berate JP 
in my presence blaming him for the 
rise of Sanghis and the horror that 
is India today, I shiver in anguish 
because I know it is not true.

JP has pronounced himself on 
various aspects which rings truer 
today:
• On Freedom: “Freedom became 

one of the beacon lights of 
my life and it has remained 
so ever since. . . . Above all it 
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meant freedom of the human 
personality, freedom of the 
mind, freedom of the spirit. This 
freedom has become a passion 
of my life and I shall not see 
it compromised for food, for 
security, for prosperity, for the 
glory of the state or for anything 
else.”

• On Communalism: "Although 
a l m o s t  e v e r y  r e l i g i o u s 
community had its own brand 
o f  communa l i sm,  Hindu 
communa l i sm  was  more 
pernicious than the others 
because Hindu communalism 
can easily masquerade as Indian 
nationalism and denounce all 
opposition to it as being anti-
national.”

• On the RSS: “Some like the 
RSS might do it openly by 
identifying the Indian nation 
with Hindu Rashtra, others 
might do it more subtly,” he 
said. “But in every case, such 
identification is pregnant with 
national disintegration, because 
members of other communities 
can never accept the position of 
second-class citizens. Such a 
situation, therefore, has in it the 
seeds of perpetual conflict and 
ultimate disruption.” 

• India is not Hindu – JP: “Those 
who attempt to equate India 
with Hindus and Indian history 
with Hindu history are only 
detracting from the greatness 
of India and the glory of Indian 
history and civilization. Such 
person, paradoxical though this 
may seem, are in reality the 
enemies of Hinduism itself and 
the Hindus. Not only do they 
degrade the noble religion and 
destroy its catholicity and spirit 
of tolerance and harmony, but 
they also weaken and sunder 

the fabric of the nation, of 
which Hindus form such a vast 
majority.”

• On Cow Slaughter: “I do not 
think that Hinduism has ever 
thought that the life of any 
animal, no matter how sacred, is 
more sacred than human life. All 
life is sacred, but the most sacred 
of all is human life.” He then 
contextualized the emergence 
of the cow as a sacred animal: 
“The Hindu concept that a cow’s 
life is inviolate is the outcome 
not of any primitive taboo, 
because beef was a common 
food of Hindu society at one 
time, but of the gradual moral 
and spiritual development of 
the Indian people in which non-
Vedic Hindu religions such as 
Jainism and Buddhism perhaps 
took the lead. In course of time, 
respect for human life grew and 
non-violence came to be more 
and more emphasised in human 
relations”.

Calling such a man a fascist?

Governance by Fear—Fascist 
Style

Under the Emergency onslaught, 
India’s institutions and instruments 
of democratic governance—the 
Legislative, the Judiciary, and the 
Executive—were running in panic. 
Individuals were moving in hushed 
silence traumatised by what was 
going on. The irony is that today, 
even without a formal proclamation 
of the Emergency under the RSS 
rule, institutions and individuals 
are running in panic. Parliament 
passes harsh laws as Money Bills; 
the Reserve Bank ‘demonetises’ 
currency throwing people on the 
streets; ‘voluntary’ Aadhaar is being 
rammed down people’s throats 

through executive diktats; rapes, 
lynchings and killings take place 
with abandon; political rallies are 
held to rationalise these gruesome 
crimes; and predatory, nature-killing 
‘development’ projects are being 
pushed through state terror; those 
who oppose these are branded 
as extremists and anti-nationals 
and draconian laws, including 
sedition and National Security 
Act, are invoked against them; 
power is centralised and institutions 
of democratic governance are 
trivialised.

Let us take a closer look at the 
declared Emergency of June 1975 
and the undeclared Emergency 
prevailing in the country in the past 
few years. There was no lynching 
of Muslims, killings or assaults on 
Dalits, communal riots, political 
killings, Hindutva majoritarianism, 
targeted killing of left liberal 
intellectuals and journalists, political 
rally in support of gruesome rape, 
cow vigilantes roaming the streets 
attacking and killing animal traders 
and meat eaters with impunity during 
the Emergency as it is happening 
now.

There were also no religion-
based senas, dals, vahinis of goons, 
louts, and street lumpens harassing, 
extorting, assaulting and killing 
defenceless citizens. There was no 
arms training to young innocent girls 
and boys in parks and institutions. 
There was no fear of majority 
communi ty  among minor i ty 
communities. There were no hate 
crimes against fellow citizens, 
no pub attacks or private kitchen 
searches for beef, no restrictions 
on food and clothes of citizens, no 
moral policing in parks and public 
places, no forcible closure of NGOs, 
no fellow citizen was declared 
extremist or anti-national or asked 



JANATA, November 11, 2018 9

to go to Pakistan or Europe.
Though the character and 

contents are different, there is 
a common thread between the 
Emergency and the situation at 
present—‘Governance by Fear’. The 
only difference is that the method 
adopted then was ‘Jhatka’ (single 
chop), and now it is ‘Halal’ (slow 
killing). The effect on freedom and 
liberty is the same, probably a shade 
worse now!

In order to concentrate political 
and administrative power in few 
hands, the instruments of public 
service are either demolished or 
made to self-destruct in order to 
snatch them away from the people 
and hand them over to a small coterie 
of oligarchs who own over 75 per 
cent of India’s wealth today. In recent 
years, well-orchestrated communal 
hatred and polarisation agenda has 
been unleashed to strengthen the 
hold of these oligarchs on India’s 
economy and polity.

‘Development’ has become a 
farce to hand over massive amount of 
public money to private individuals 
through predatory ‘infrastructure’ 
projects while starving the critical 
agriculture and social sectors. 
This has made India the most non-
inclusive and inequitable country 
in the world only next to Russia! 
Most of the mainstream media 
owned or controlled by the oligarchs 
have turned mercenary and are 
singing the paeans of those who 
are systematically devastating the 
Republic and the institutions of 
people’s power.

‘ F e a r ’ s e e m s  t o  b e  t h e 
overarching tool of governance. In 
the past few years, ‘demonetisation’, 
Aadhaar, and, to some extent, GST 
have been used to ‘terrorise’ the 
common man and make him run 

around like headless chicken by 
destabilising his life and livelihood. 
‘Liberalisation and privatisation’ 
have turned educational institutions 
into windowless fortress preventing 
young minds from blossoming into 
fruitful citizens and future leaders.

Never before in recent history 
has the politics of hate, intolerance, 
division, and exclusion been so 
dominant and the poisonous ideology 
which informs it gone so deep into 
the body politic. Never before 
has hate been directed with such 
calculated intent against minority 
communities, adivasis, dalits, and 
women; hate which is nursed, aided, 
and abetted by those in power. It is 
cruel in the extreme and it spares 
no one, not even innocent women 
and children. Violence has been 
given social and political sanction 
by those in power and perpetrators 
of violence have been felicitated and 
serenaded while victims have been 
punished and harassed.

Never before have the coercive 
instruments of state power been 
used with such impunity to silence 
those who dare to raise their 
voice on behalf of the oppressed. 
Notions of majoritarian supremacy 
couched in the language of cultural 
nationalism have found renewed 
support and a gigantic Goebbelsian 
propaganda and disinformation 
machinery with seemingly unlimited 
resources has been used to distort 
our understanding of history and 
negate our pluralistic and syncretic 
heritage. Institutions of higher 
learning that stand for nurturing the 
spirit of enquiry have been forced to 
promote a hyper nationalist agenda 
which treats doubt and dissidence as 
anti-national. Intolerance has been 
made acceptable and communal and 
caste hatred normalised and given 

legitimacy. This, in turn, is used to 
justify vigilante violence. Perversity 
rules.

Never before have constitutional 
freedoms guaranteed to citizens come 
under such a sustained attack from 
the very people expected to protect 
them. Institutions of democracy and 
governance have been weakened 
and checks and balances removed 
to clear the passage for the march of 
bigotry, prejudice and intolerance. 
The media has been suborned or 
emasculated so that dissent can be 
silenced even before it is articulated. 
In the life of our nation, in post-
independence India, this is possibly 
our bleakest moment.

The challenge posed by the RSS 
is deep, dangerous and disastrous: it 
challenges the very idea of India, the 
swadharma of the Republic and the 
cornerstone of our Constitution—“to 
promote among people fraternity, 
assuring the dignity of the individual 
and the unity and integrity of the 
nation.” Such a fascist outfit calls 
itself nationalist and patriotic. What 
a travesty?

(to be continued)
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India’s anti-colonial struggle has 
been the major phenomenon which 
built modern India into a secular 
democracy. Many political streams 
were part of this movement, and all 
of them struggled in their own way 
to drive away the British. There were 
also some political streams, the ones 
who upheld a narrow nationalism in 
the name of religion, who were not a 
part of this movement; today, in order 
to gain electoral legitimacy, either 
they are making false claims about 
their being a part of it, or are trying 
to distort events to denigrate the 
leaders of the freedom movement, 
particularly Jawaharlal Nehru. This 
came to the surface yet again when 
Prime  Minister Modi was hoisting 
the Indian flag on the occasion of 
75th anniversary of the proclamation 
of the Azad Hind Government. On 
that occasion, Modi claimed that 
the contributions of Bose, Patel and 
Ambedkar have been ignored by the 
ruling Nehru–Gandhi family.

Nothing can be farther from truth 
than this statement of his. One knows 
that Ambedkar was given the task of 
being the Chairman of the drafting 
committee of the Indian constitution; 
he was also made a minister in the 
first Cabinet of India, and was asked 
to draft the Hindu code bill. Sardar 
Patel was the Deputy Prime Minster, 
looking after the Home ministry. The 
compilation of Sardar Patel’s letters, 
‘Sardar Patel Correspondence’, has 
been edited by Durga Das. From this 
book, it becomes clear that Nehru 
and Patel were very close, and till 
Patel was alive most of the decisions 
taken were with his consent or due to 

Netaji Bose, Nehru and Anti-Colonial Struggle

Ram Puniyani

his initiative. Patel regarded Nehru 
both as his younger brother and his 
leader. Some time ago, Modi tried to 
propagate that Nehru ignored Sardar 
Patel and did not attend his funeral in 
Bombay. Moraji Desai’s biography 
refutes this claim too. He says that 
Nehru did attend the funeral; this 
was also reported in the newspapers 
of that time.

As far  as  Netaj i  Bose is 
concerned, Nehru and Bose were 
close ideological colleagues. 
Both were socialists and part of 
the left wing of the Congress. 
Unlike the followers of Hindutva 
politics, Bose was very secular. 
Hindu nationalist leaders attacked 
Subhas Bose incessantly as he 
dared to reserve jobs for Muslims 
when he was elected to lead the 
Calcutta Corporation. Bose was 
aware of the tremendous injustice 
that Muslims faced in recruitment. 
Bose opposed both the Muslim and 
Hindu communalists. At the Tripuri 
Convention of the Indian National 
Congress (INC) held in 1939, Bose 
was elected President. Gandhi 
opposed to him mainly on the 
ground of non-violence. Bose tended 
to support violent means. Due to 
opposition within the INC, Bose left 
Congress to form Forward Block, 
a left party, which has been part of 
the left coalition in West Bengal for 
a long time. Bose and Nehru were 
on the same page as far as future 
of industrialisation and role of the 
public sector were concerned. Bose’s 
biographer Leonard A. Gordan 
writes that Bose believed that: “Each 
[person] should privately follow 

his religious path, but not link it to 
political and other public issues. 
Throughout his career, he reached 
out to Muslim leaders, first of all 
in his home province of Bengal, to 
make common cause in the name of 
India. His ideal, as indeed the ideal 
of the Indian National Congress, 
was that all Indians, regardless of 
region, religious affiliation, or caste 
join together to make common cause 
against foreign rulers.”

The major difference between 
Gandhi–Nehru on one side and Bose 
on the other was on what should 
be the role of the INC during the 
Second World War. The INC in due 
course came to take an anti-British 
stance and Gandhi launched the 
Quit Indian movement in 1942. 
Bose was of the opinion that an 
alliance with Germany–Japan may 
give freedom to India. It was indeed 
doubtful whether an alliance with 
fascist forces was the right way. In 
case of their victory, India might 
have come under the control of the 
Japan–Germany axis which would 
have pushed India back by many 
steps. While Congress opposed the 
British through a mass movement, 
Bose launched the ‘Azad Hind 
Fauz’ (AHF). Be that as it may, Bose 
strongly believed in Hindu–Muslim 
unity and this was again exhibited 
when he offered a Chadar on the 
Mazar (tomb) of Bahadur Shah 
Zafar (the leader of 1857 uprising) 
in Rangoon, Burma, and pledged to 
bring his mortal remains to Delhi 
and bury them in the Red Fort. In 
contrast, the Hindu Mahasabha 
actively supported British war 
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efforts by urging Indians to join the 
British army. Savarkar urged upon 
his followers to be part of the official 
war committees set up by the British; 
the latter in turn accommodated 
leaders of the Hindu Mahasabha on 
these committees.

Savarkar also declared “No 
support to armed resistance against 
British”. It is interesting that while 
Netaji was fighting the British from 
across the border, Savarkar and 
Hindutva Nationalists were helping 
the British army which was fighting 
AHF of Subhash Bose! The claims 
that Modi and Co. are following 
the footsteps of Netaji is absolutely 
false. The fact of the matter is that 
the efforts of Savarkar directed 
against the interests of the army 
raised by Netaji. In contrast, even 
though it did not agree with Netaji’s 
line of action, it was the Congress 
which raised the legal support to 
fight the cases of the personnel of 
AHF after the war ended. Bhulabhai 
Deasi, Kailashnath Katju and Nehru 
himself came forward to battle in the 
courtrooms on behalf of AHF.  

Today, when we are witnessing 
name changing of all Muslim 
sounding names by the BJP rulers, 
these false claimants of Netaji’s 
legacy need to be reminded that in 
AHF, both Hindustani and Muslim 
sounding names were very common. 
The Provisional Government formed 
by Subhas Bose in Singapore was 
titled Aarzi-Hukumat-Azad Hind 
(Provisional Government of free 
India). The name Azad Hind Fauz 
is on similar lines. Several Muslims 
were a part of this Provisional 
Government. What we need today is 
to revive the spirit of amity, which 
Netaji stood for and which was being 
practiced in AHF.

Email: ram.puniyani@gmail.com

India is  often mistakenly 
seen as a country with relatively 
low economic inequality. In fact, 
there were always very significant 
economic inequalities in India, 
which intersected with social and 
locational inequalities in complex 
ways. More significantly, the 
country’s inequalities widened after 
the internal and external economic 
liberalisation measures from the 
early 1990s, which attracted global 
financial investors and boosted 
economic growth considerably.

The estimates of low inequality 
are usually based on the fact that the 
Gini coefficients of consumption 
expenditure have not been so 
high in India (although they have 
increased over time). The National 
Sample Survey data on which 
such estimates are based tend to 
understate the extent of inequality 
because they underestimate the tails 
of the distribution, excluding the 
very rich and the very poor. Further, 

The Wealthy Barely Pay Taxes: Will 
the Govt Make Them Pay? 

C.P. Chandrasekhar, Jayati Ghosh
the poor are more likely to consume 
their income or even more, while the 
rich can save out of their incomes. 
Official survey data indicate that 
the Gini coefficient increased from 
31 per cent in 1993–94 to around 
34 per cent in 2011–12, but this is 
clearly an underestimate of even the 
extent of consumption inequality. 
The further limitation is that data 
are only available up to the last large 
sample survey that was undertaken 
in 2011–12.

Predictably, income inequality 
estimates reveal greater inequality. 
The India Human Development 
Surveys of 2004–05 and 2011–
12, which provide longitudinal 
information on a reasonably large 
sample of households, suggest a Gini 
coefficient of 55 per cent, which is 
not only much higher than that for 
consumption, but also similar to 
countries generally seen as very 
unequal, like Brazil.

Chart 1: Gini Coefficients of Wealth Distribution, 2018

Source: Credit Suisse Global Wealth Report, 2018



12 JANATA, November 11, 2018

But the wealth inequality in 
India is only too apparent. India 
has one of the most unequal wealth 
distributions in the world. The annual 
Global Wealth Report brought out by 
Credit Suisse estimates that the Gini 
coefficient of wealth distribution in 
India in 2018 was as high as 85.4 
per cent (Chart 1). This was only 
slightly below that of Russia (widely 
recognised to be the most unequal); 
it was even slightly above Brazil 
and the United States, where wealth 
inequalities are much discussed.

What is more, such wealth 
inequalities also increased over 
time in India, as shown in Chart 2. 
The top decile increased its share of 
estimated wealth from nearly 70 per 
cent in 2010 to nearly 81 per cent in 
2016, and since then its share has 
fallen only marginally to 77.4 per 
cent in 2018. Meanwhile the trend 
in the share of the top 1 percentile 
is even more shocking: from 40.3 
per cent to as much as 58.4 per cent 
in 2016, going down since then 
(largely because of changes in stock 
market valuations etc.) to around 52 
per cent.

So only 1 per cent of Indians 
hold more than half of the estimated 
wealth of the country. Incidentally, 
this refers to only the recorded 
wealth held within the country; it is 
safe to assume that many of these 
rich persons also hold significant 
wealth abroad.

What is more, this category of 
highly privileged rich people also 
manages to avoid or evade taxes in 
India. Estimates by Lucas Chancel 
and Thomas Piketty suggest that 
the top 1 per cent of the population 
account for around 22 per cent of 
the country’s income. They use 
a combination of data from tax 
returns, consumption and income 
surveys and national accounts data, 
and extrapolate their numbers to 
more recent years, using the tax data. 
Their results show a really startling 
increase in income inequality in the 
past decade in particular.

The figures also point to a 
dramatic increase in the share of the 
top decile from 1990 but especially 
after 2000, mirrored by a decrease in 
the share of the middle 40 per cent. 

The share of the bottom half 
of the population also fell over 
this period. The share of the top 1 

per cent of the population crossed 
that of the entire bottom half of 
the population somewhere in the 
mid-2000s, and since then the gap 
between the income shares of these 
groups has widened much further.

So, after a period of nearly half 
a century after Independence, when 
income share fluctuated around 
a broadly flat trend, there was a 
significant break in trend in the 
period of globalisation and neo-
liberal economic reforms. 

This sharp inequality is reflected 
in tax collections. The overwhelming 
majority of individuals either fall 
below the minimum tax threshold, 
while a much smaller proportion are 
able to conceal their incomes to avoid 
paying tax. As it is, only around 1.7 
per cent of the Indian population pay 
income tax. However, even within 
the group of tax payers, there are 
significant inequalities, as workers 
and salaried persons at the bottom of 
the scale whose taxes are paid out of 
their wage incomes have much lower 
incomes than the top tax payers. 
But even within this limited group, 
as Chart 3 shows, the richest pay a 
falling share of the income taxes.

The Credit Suisse Report implies 
that around 3,500 Indians hold 
wealth that would provide annual 
rentier incomes in excess of ₹500 
crore. But the CBDT data show that 
only 179 individuals reported this 
level of income in 2017–18. Clearly, 
the only way to deal with this poor 
level of self-reportage is with proper 
investigation by an efficient and 
honest tax administration. But this 
requires genuine political will to tax 
the rich, not bombastic statements 
that are not backed by any real 
actions.

The inability to tax high net 
worth individuals—or to collect 
corporation tax from profitable 
companies—in turn means that the 

Chart 2: India – Share of Wealth of Top 1% and 10%

 Source: Credit Suisse Global Wealth Report, various issues
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Chart 3: Share of Top Individuals in Total Tax Payable, %

  Source: Credit Suisse Global Wealth Report, various issues

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
unveiling of the “tallest statue in 
the world” has been accompanied 
by a high-voltage campaign on 
Sardar Patel’s contribution to nation-
building. Of course, we know—and 
Modi has made it repeatedly clear—
that this recognition of Patel is a 
part of the campaign to dismantle 
the legacy of Jawaharlal Nehru, the 
first Prime Minister of the country. 
In the game of opposing pairs 
of icons, sometimes it is Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose versus Nehru; 
sometimes, Babasaheb Ambedkar 
versus Nehru; and often, Patel versus 
Nehru. Nehru remains the constant 
enemy for Modi and the RSS–BJP.

Why is Nehru the constant 
enemy? As Prime Minister, Nehru 
embodied the vision of the national 
movement: a secular state as the 
instrument of development for 
lifting Indian people out of poverty. 
This was the central impulse of the 
independence movement against 

Statues Rise and Fall, Mr Modi, Only the People Remain 

Prabir Purkayastha

the British. These two elements—
secularism and development—
distinguish all the leaders of the 
national movement, whether Patel, 
Bose, Ambedkar, Nehru or others, 
from the Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
Sangh (RSS). For the RSS, the 
British were not the enemies; the 
nationalists, secularists and the 
Muslims were.

The RSS is the only political 
formation that wanted an India based 
on religious identity; it had nothing 
to say about development either. 
For RSS, Indian and foreign capital 
should develop the Indian economy, 
with the state only playing the role of 
a facilitator. This is similar to what 
Modi has managed in the Rafale 
deal. It is such a vision of the state 
in the RSS ideology that kept the 
RSS and its allied movements out 
of the independence struggle. And 
this is why the secular institutions 
of the state and the public sector are 
seen as key enemies by the RSS–BJP 

government has turned to relying 
more and more on indirect taxation. 
This is very regressive and puts the 
burden of raising fiscal resources 
onto common people. The share of 
direct taxes in total tax revenues has 
fallen from 38 per cent in 2009–10 
(under the currently much-maligned 
UPA government) to only 32 per cent 
in 2017–18. 

It is no secret that India has 
some outrageously rich people 
whose incomes should and could 
be taxed to provide revenues for 
important public spending. But it is 
also increasingly not a secret that this 
government has no desire to do this.

today. These are the institutions that 
need to be dismantled, along with 
Jawaharlal Nehru.

The “Unity” Statue of Patel has 
been built at a cost of Rs 2,989 crore. 
As Dhirubhai Patel, the 91-year-old 
grandnephew of Sardar Patel, has 
said, Patel would not have approved 
of this statue. He knew the value of 
money. Sardar Patel has been often 
quoted on his priorities for India: “I 
have one wish: that India becomes a 
productive nation; no one should cry 
for food and remain hungry.” Patel 
would certainly not have approved 
of wasting Rs 2,989 crore on a 
statue which will produce nothing 
but dubious vainglory for Prime 
Minister Modi.

A number of people have made 
calculations to list more productive 
uses of this amount of money. Or 
with the money our most travelled 
PM has spent on his frequent foreign 
tours. Prime ministers are “allowed” 
their vanity expenditures. We pay a 
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much higher price when we procure 
Rafale aircraft at eight billion 
euros, and that too without any 
technology transfers, and indigenous 
development. And we might have 
to “compensate” the US now for 
daring to buy Russian S-400 missile 
defence systems, by procuring 
US made, outmoded F16s at an 
even higher price. So, perhaps, we 
should overlook the “small” price 
tag of about $400 million for the 
182-metre, world’s tallest statue!

A Monument For The Indian Elite
Consider, instead, who this 

magnificent monument been built 
for; and who has paid the price 
for it. If we look at the website of 
this Statue of Unity, it is clear it is 
meant for the Indian elite, who can 
stay in an opulent hotel (a part of 
the statue complex), and look at the 
Sardar Sarovar Lake. The website 
states, “. . . two guest-room levels 
above a public floor containing 
meal services, a ballroom, and other 
meeting and event spaces. King 
rooms and suites are located on the 
river side of the building, where they 
have access to balconies overlooking 
generous gardens.”

Further, “A heavy-load open 
lift with a panoramic view will be 
built alongside the Statue of Unity. 
Visitors will be able to rise up 
within statue, walk into a viewing 
gallery and enjoy a panoramic 
view of the Sardar Sarovar project 
and the surrounding region from 
an astounding height of close to 
400ft.” In other words, this statue is 
a monument to the Indian elite, who 
can come, look at a beautiful lake, 
rise without any effort to a height of 
400 feet and have a panoramic view 
of the surroundings. It is about elite 
“consumption” of nature.

You know what you don’t see 
from 400 feet? People. Nor do we 

see them when you look at the lake 
that has submerged 377 square 
kilometres of land.

What is missing in this picture 
of development? The people who 
have paid for the statue and the lake 
that has submerged their homes and 
lands. The people Patel talked about 
when he envisioned a productive 
nation.

It is always true that the poorest 
pay the most in development 
projects involving dams and mines. 
Their lands are taken away, the 
compensation is either not given, 
or meagre; they have no alternative 
livelihood. The gains are for 
capitalists, who make money out of 
the projects, then enjoy the continued 
benefits. The landed peasantry and 
big landowners benefit from the 
irrigation provided downstream. 
Even the electricity from the power 
house of hydro-electric projects do 
not reach the villages nearby, only 
towns and industries far away. This 
is how capital views development 
and that is how it operates under 
capitalism.

Tribals Badly Hit And Displaced
The Narmada Dams—Sardar 

Sarovar and Indira Sagar—are 
no different. The tribal villages 
that have been displaced for the 
dams are yet to receive water or 
electricity, the affected people their 
full compensation. The villagers 
near Sardar Sarovar say that 28 
villages near the Sardar Sarovar Dam 
are yet to receive water. 72 tribal 
villages kept a day’s fast on October 
31, the day Modi inaugurated the 
statue. There have been widespread 
protests by the tribals in the area. 
Posters of Modi and Rupani have 
been blackened, requiring police 
protection for posters!

The “Unity” Statue has fared no 
better. The heads of 22 villages wrote 

an open letter to the PM, saying 
that they would not welcome him 
for the inauguration. They wrote, 
“These forests, rivers, waterfalls, 
land and agriculture supported 
us for generations. We survived 
on them. But, everything is being 
destroyed now and celebrations 
are also planned. Don’t you think 
it’s akin to celebrating someone’s 
death? We feel so.” So much for 
Modi’s unity.

It  also appears that there 
were other issues with the statue 
project. The relevant environmental 
clearances were not taken, nor 
the villagers consulted, as the law 
requires for such projects.

Modi’s statue project brings 
to mind the relationship between 
monumental architecture and fascist 
imagination. From ancient rulers to 
modern “strongmen”, they all seem 
to be fascinated by size. And let us 
also understand Patel’s attraction 
for Modi: if Patel was the Iron Man 
of 20th century India, Modi wants 
to be his 21st-century version. This 
is as much statue of himself as it is 
of Patel’s.

History knows how to deal with 
such vainglory. Shelley,  the English 
romantic revolutionary poet, wrote 
about the remains of a mighty statue:

And on the pedestal these words 
appear:

"My name is Ozymandias,   
king of kings:

Look on my works, ye Mighty,  
and despair!"

Nothing beside remains:  
round the decay

Of that colossal wreck,  
boundless and bare,

The lone and level sands  
stretch far away.

Statues rise and fall, Mr. Modi, 
only the people remain. 
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