Present Day Politics and the Task Ahead
Politicians are known for changing colours,
ideologies, parties and views on different issues
very often. This becomes evident very
prominently at the time of election to different
legislative and municipal bodies when old
parties are ditched and new parties and leaders
embraced. Those in the opposition parties who
were criminals and corrupt become clean and
noble overnight when they come to your side
and those who were with you were clean and
noble only till they were with you and become
corrupt and criminals as soon as they leave you
and join the opposite party. This also happens
when those in power lose it and those not in
power earlier come to power. Their views on
the same issues take full u-turn without a shred
of remorse or shame of any kind.
The latest is the u-turn taken by the BJP
leaders in the government on the issue of
‘Aadhaar’ being used for various government
services - in this case making it compulsory for
Employees’ Provident Fund accounts of
employees without which they will not be able
to withdraw their money from their accounts.
The present Finance Minister in the central
government, Mr. Arun Jaitly, was very
suspicious of the whole Aadhaar number
regime, introduced by the UPA government,
when he was leader of opposition in the Rajya
Sabha, and referring to the incident of
surveillance of his mobile phones wrote in an
article titled ‘My Call Detail Records and A
Citizen’s Right to Privacy’, “This incident
throws up another legitimate fear. We are now
entering the era of the Aadhaar number. The
government has recently made the existence
of the Aadhaar number as a condition
precedent for undertaking several activities;
from registering marriages to execution of
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property documents. Will those who encroach
upon the affairs of others be able to get access
to bank accounts and other important details
by breaking into the system? If this ever
becomes possible the consequences would be
far messier.” But now the government of which
he is an important minister, is putting forward
every possible argument before the Supreme
Court, which is hearing a case against the
possibility of Aadhaar number being used to
kill the right to privacy of individuals and the
minister has no complaint regarding the
possibility of its misuse. Rather, he is very
comfortable with it. Now he is not on the side
of those whose right to privacy is in danger but
on the side of those who are forcing others to
part with information regarding themselves,
making them victims of possible intrusion into
their right to privacy. In fact, the Aadhaar bill
which became the Aadhaar (Targeted Delivery
of Financial and Other Subsidies, Benefits and
Services) Act, 2016 after its passage by
parliament, was pushed through parliament as
a money bill so that it could not be stalled by
the Rajya Sabha where the present government
does not have a majority. The bill was passed
during the Budget session in 2016 after
overruling the amendments moved in Rajya
Sabha. And this is not the first time the BJP has
taken such a u-turn.
Earlier Dabhol Power Plant, begun in 1992
near India’s financial capital of Bombay in
Maharashtra state was supposed to supply
energy-hungry India with more than 2,000
megawatts of electricity, about one-fifth the new
energy needed by India each year. It was set
up by Enron during the Congress government’s
tenure but was objected to by the BJP leaders
on various counts including that of corruption
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against the Congress leaders for granting
permission to set up the project. In fact, from
the very beginning the Dabhol project was
mired in controversy. Enron worked hand in
glove with corrupt Indian federal government
politicians, bureaucrats and two successive
state governments as they rushed the Enron
project through. Charges filed by an Indian
public interest group also alleged that Enron
and the Indian company Reliance bribed the
Indian petroleum minister in 1992-93 to secure
the contract to produce and sell oil and gas
from the nearby Panna and Mukta fields to
supply to the plant. With the Indian government
onboard, the Dabhol project had moved onto
a fast track. Construction was set to begin in
early 1994. In June 2001, with the project
about 90 percent complete, development was
again put on hold amid new disagreements over
the price of energy.
The overall result of the allegations was that
by June 2001, the Maharashtra state
government broke off its agreement with DPC
because its power cost too much. That was
the plant’s one and only customer. But later
on, the project was again granted permission
by the BJP government led by Atal Bihari
Vajpayee when it came to power. Who were
the ministers bribed this time by Enron, did not
become known. The fact is that the Enron
Company did not remain untouchable for the
BJP leaders then. However, the project was
again shut in 2013 because of want of natural
gas which was used by it as fuel. But in 2015
the Maharashtra Cabinet of the BJP government
again cleared the decision to revive Ratnagiri
Gas and Power Private Limited, the erstwhile
Dabhol Power Project, which was earlier
known as U.S. power company Enron, by
approving special concessions so that the
project could start from November 1. Now
the company is very dear to the BJP leaders
although people had complaints against it: ‘today
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in Dabhol, the power plant is considered
polluting and undependable. Spring water has
become undrinkable, the mango crop is
blighted and the fish catch is dwindling. Often
at nightfall, the electricity fails.’
How can people then believe that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi was sincere and true,
and there were no ulterior motives attached to
it, when he said that he wanted to rein in black
money and corruption through his move of
demonetisation which has proved to be the
worst economic disaster in independent India,
by depriving crores of daily wage earners,
labourers, small businessmen of their
employment and work. The fact that more
black money is flowing into the UP assembly
election campaigns this time in 2017 than it did
in the last election in 2012 shows that
demonetisation has only empowered the
corrupt and the powerful. These leaders should
understand that people’s bellies cannot be filled
with people-friendly and alluring poll-campaign
slogans. For pro people policies sincerity of
thought and action is required, which,
unfortunately, our political class lacks.
In such a situation, for the establishment of
real welfare state and protection of democratic
values, which alone can ensure development
of individuals as free and honourable citizens
of the country, there is need of an educated
and enlightened electorate who cannot be
beguiled and misled by power hungry politicians
to vote for them again and again even though
they know well from their long experience that
the only and the first and last concern of these
politicians is their own welfare. So the biggest
task in a democracy is the political education
of the masses. It is not an easy task but a great
challenge. Success in such a monumental task
can only be slow. Some civil society groups,
like the People’s Union for Civil Liberties
(PUCL), People’s Union for Democratic
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Rights (PUDR), Commonwealth Human Rights
Initiative (CHRI), Association for Democratic
Rights (ADR), Citizens for Democracy (CFD)
etc., and various independent writers and
intellectuals and people working on electoral
reforms, are engaged in the task of informing
and empowering the electorate in various ways.
But their work, though noteworthy and
appreciable, is not enough considering the
enormity of the task. More selfless, enlightened
and dedicated people need to engage
themselves in this task. It has to take the shape
of a philosophical movement involving people
from all sections of our society before it can
take the shape of a political movement whereby
vital and wider questions of true representation

of the people’s will in parliament, electoral and
democratic reforms etc. can be fruitfully
addressed paving the way for our political
parties and the whole political structure to
become democratic and transparent – having
internal democracy in party elections,
transparency in decision making, functioning
and fund collection and expenditure, and
freedom to voice people’s concerns in party
forums as well as in legislatures, free from party
diktats and party whip which only snatch away
their right to act as true representatives of their
electors. Let us think about it and see if we can
be part of that gigantic effort even if our
contribution may not be significant enough to
need any mention.
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REMEMBERING M.N. ROY ON HIS
130TH BIRTH ANNIVERSARY:
21ST March, 2017
In the entire era of the national movement,
Roy was the only leader of note who emphasized the importance of the Renaissance Movement. The keynote of his teaching was that in
order to be successful, a social or political revolution must be preceded by a philosophical revolution. He advocated setting up of Renaissance
Clubs all over the country and in the last phase
of his political life, he retired from active politics
and devoted himself to the development of the
Renaissance Movement.
Some of his thoughts on Indian renaissance
written during 1937-1944:
Need for Renaissance:
The Renaissance movement or rather the idea
of Indian Renaissance, has
been very
dear to me for a considerable time. It covers a
much wider ground than the political movement,
which has been occupying such an important
place in the public life of our country for nearly
half a century, is only a means to an end.
❏

❏

❏

❏

❏

The backwardness of India is not a superficial disease. It is very deep rooted. We shall
have to go to its very roots and eradicate them,
because
they are the cause of India’s
backwardness.
❏

❏

❏

❏

❏

Revivalist Movement
In countries where the growth of the progressive forces is not retarded, the backwardness
does not last very long. The new forces assert
themselves, place before society new ideas and
ideals, inspire new urges in the people, and a
new chapter of history is opened. Such a terTHE RADICAL HUMANIST

(21.03.1887 -25.01.1954)

Renaissance Movement
mination of a crisis is called a Renaissance.
Renaissance means re-birth. It is a historical
term. It came into use when the Europe was
struggling to come out of the
darkness of
the Middle Ages. The ideas and ideals of modern civilization, modern science particularly,
were then placed before European humanity.
When we talk about Renaissance Movement
in India, we have something like that in mind.
But in our country, it becomes difficult; b e cause side by side with the Renaissance Movement- as a matter of fact,
while the Renaissance Movement has still to make itself felt
– there is revivalist movement dominating the
psychological atmosphere of the country.
That sort of revivalism may be tolerated as
harmless senility. But really it is not so harmless as all that. The recently growing revivalist
movement is tendentious; indeed, it is a positive
danger. The object is to discover moral sanction
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for reactionary ideas and ideals, which are bred
in the cesspool of social and cultural backwardness. Idealization of the imaginary unity and
social harmony of a legendary Golden Age serve
the purpose of totalitarian nationalism, which
would oppose perennial social conflicts breaking out in a mighty movement of Indian Renaissance.
❏

❏

❏

❏

❏

We cannot live on the memory of the past.
We must free ourselves from the fascination of
our past glory. The past is dead. Let us have
the
courage and the commonsense to bury
it. The sooner we do it the better. A dead body
is bound to decompose and vitiate the whole
atmosphere.
❏

❏

❏

❏

❏

I appeal to you to be rational, critical, inspired with the spirit of inquiry. Don’t take

things simply for granted. If you do not have
the courage
to revolt against authority outright, then at least go to the extent of demanding on what sanction is the authority is based.
You shall never be able to free on this earth
so long as you remain a voluntary subject to
forces unknown and unknowable. Only men
who are spiritually free can
lead an entire
nation in a great revolutionary movement. Intellectual must be free in spirits. Only as
such they can take their proud position in society. Let us get rid of pseudo-intellectualism
which tries to rationalize the irrational. Remember that even the great die. Whatever
may have been the
greatness of our past
it is dead. You cannot revive it. The prisoners
of the past can never be the masters of the
future.
❏

❏

❏

❏

❏
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Indian assembly polls and the Enabling Act
Jawed Naqvi

This article by Jawed Naqvi raises several disturbing questions. Indira Gandhi
resorted to the nicety of obtaining Presidential consent for imposing the
Emergency in the country in 1975. But at present, whether dominant ruling
party at the Centre, irrespective of the election results, will be so scrupulous to
abide by the rules if it decides to impose any system on the country which it
deems fit and proper! Amit Shah has already declared that people of India do
not want Modi only for five years – they want him for ‘forever’. And if people
of India want Modi for ‘forever’, the periodical elections become useless and
waste of time. Just food for thought. (Editorial Note: N.D. Pancholi)
IT was the Enabling Act signed unwittingly
by Chancellor Hindenburg that gave Adolf Hitler
his sweeping powers to destroy Europe. A
deeper, potentially fraught political strategy may
be at stake rather than a mere popularity test
for Prime Minister Narendra Modi in the clutch
of state polls that were recently held or are
currently under way in India. And such a
strategy has to do with the election of the
president and the vice president of India in July
and August, respectively.
Without the president’s assent Indira Gandhi
could not have imposed her Emergency rule in
1975. That she went for elections after two years
of dictatorship was her error of judgement. She
thought she would win but was routed in the
north, where battles for India are lost and won.
The south stayed firmly with her.
Despite subsequent changes written into India’s
statutes to prevent an Emergency-like mischief,
the president’s decision still remains vital if and
when someone wants to suspend civil liberties
or overreach the already fraying norms of Indian
democracy. Worryingly, the judiciary too was
complicit in endorsing the Emergency although a
high court judgement first unseated Mrs Gandhi
from parliament, ostensibly for building an election
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rally stage with state funds.
At present, there cannot be a civilian
Emergency in India without the president’s
assent. As for a military coup of the type that
Pakistan and Bangladesh experienced, Indians
claim something close to divine protection from
it. Because suspension of democracy is not
something to be ruled out or endorsed by the
media, we may glean examples from history.
Hindenburg was not a fascist but he assigned
to himself a role in Germany in 1933 that enabled
the suspension of democracy, crucially, through
democratic means.
It is not clear how easy or difficult it would be
for a future Indian leader to sideline parliament
on the way to absolute power. The fact that fascist
mobs have acquired unhampered street power
in the last couple of years in India has not left too
much room for a considered discussion on the
whys and wherefores of a Germany or Iran
happening there.
The Iran imagery is compelling. The anti-Shah
movement of 1979 had most of the ingredients
of the anti-Emergency campaign of 1977.
Liberals, communists, right-wing Hindus and
right-wing Muslims were all part of the antiIndira Gandhi coalition.
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I remember a gaggle of communist students
from Jawaharlal Nehru University faithfully
followed the charismatic Comrade Suneet
Chopra on a route march to Bhivani in Haryana
to support some obscure candidate called
Chandravati against Bansi Lal, a notorious
adviser to Mrs Gandhi. Chandravati won, but
we don’t know who she was and what role if
any she played in the restoration of democracy.
Similarly, a member of the erstwhile Jan Sangh
was hailed as ‘Comrade’ Kunwar Lal Gupta
who too won with communist support.
In its generosity with the right, India’s left has
often played the lactating mother. Communists
were finished off in Germany and Iran just when
they thought they had won it all. Once a
mainstream force, Indian partisans have been
reduced to two nearly dried ox-bow lakes in
West Bengal and Kerala, and a village well in
Tripura. Whatever is left of the mainstream left
has distanced itself from the Maoists who are
fighting on with self-belief sans an evident
strategy to win popular support. People are
fighting too but they are fighting on their own,
as an inspiration perhaps that might cajole the
rest into action some day.
State assemblies will be involved in the vote
for the next president of India. The assemblies
also elect Rajya Sabha MPs who play a critical
part in the choice of the president and the vice
president. President Pranab Mukherjee was a
Congress Party candidate without completely
having the trust of the party’s leadership. Vice
President Hamid Ansari is a former diplomat
who has had two full terms as Rajya Sabha
chairman, also a Congress and left candidate.
Hindutva rules the Lok Sabha, but the opposition
rules the Rajya Sabha, currently.
One more crucial element is at stake. The
Rajya Sabha and the Lok Sabha run their TV
channels under the watch of the chairman and
10

the speaker, respectively. Rajya Sabha TV
currently offers rare scope for secular, scientific
and democratic programmes, as does one private
channel with Ravish Kumar as its popular
anchor. Kumar’s NDTV-India is a precariously
powerful Hindi channel. The rest are busy
orchestrating India’s nationalist melee.
Assembly elections for BJP-ruled Punjab and
Goa are over. Congress-ruled Uttarakhand has
also completed its polling. The most populous
state of Uttar Pradesh is entering its final three
legs in the seven-stage polls spread over a
month. The north-eastern state of Manipur is
due to vote soon and the races in Uttar Pradesh
wind up on March 8. Results for all assemblies
would be out on March 11.
According to media punditry the outcome
would eventually reflect on Mr Modi’s
popularity. That’s a given. He is said to have
lost his grip in Punjab and Goa, but Uttar Pradesh
could be a tight race for the divided opposition.
The disarray is reflected in the fact that the left
parties have fielded scores of candidates in
Uttar Pradesh. They may justify their electoral
calisthenics but essentially will only cut into the
secular, anti-BJP votes.
Uttar Pradesh has always been the state that
decides India’s political fortunes. It was their
shocking defeat to Dalit leader Mayawati in
Uttar Pradesh on Feb 25, 2002 that sent shivers
down the spines of a Hindutva-ruled government
in Gujarat. A gory train tragedy in Godhra
became a handy tool for Hindutva to turn the
tables on the Congress, which had won a
promising cluster of municipal votes weeks
before. At present liberal and leftist students
are resolutely fighting a brutal assault from
Hindutva. Results from Uttar Pradesh and other
states could tilt the balance on the college
campuses too.
Courtesy Dawn, February 28th, 2017
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Politics no different in south
POLITICS in the South is no different from that
of the North. The personality cult dominates
in both. People go mad over the leaders they
prefer and even go to the extent of selfimmolating themselves in frenzy. The
government has banned the practice but it has
failed to stop it.
V.K. Sasikala in Tamil Nadu has become
such a figure having been a close aide of former
chief minister J. Jayalalithaa. Today, she is the
general secretary of the AIADMK and the
party has elected her as the leader of its
legislature wing. The outgoing chief minister
O. Panneerselvam was asked to put in his
resignation. He was not even present where
the decision was taken.
But the sudden turn of events in Tamil Nadu
has sent everyone into a tizzy. Panneerselvam,
the close confidant of the deceased chief
minister, has come out strongly against Sasikala,
accusing her of trying to usurp power. The
swearing-in ceremony, which was to be held
on Tuesday, seems to have been put off for
the moment as the governor, apparently at the
instance of Union Home Ministry, is dragging
his feet.
Even otherwise, this is not the opportune
moment for a change of guard in the state as
verdict over the disproportionate case against
Sasikala and her mentor Jayalalithaa is awaited.
The apex court has already indicated that a
judgment will be delivered within a week.
Whether she wins or loses, her stock is already
waning.
As for Sasikala, she has been a long-standing
friend of the former chief minister and by virtue
of being close to Jayalalithaa she wielded
enormous power. But she was never nominated
by her as successor. Sasikala’s claim to fame
THE RADICAL HUMANIST

can be attributed to
the proximity with
Jayalalithaa. There
were occasion when
even the former chief
minister was annoyed
with her friend that
she chose to keep her
away.

Kuldip Nayar

Considered part of the Mannargudi mafia,
Sasikala rubbed people on the wrong side
which had on occasions embarrassed
Jayalalithaa. M. Natarajan, Sasikala’s husband,
was seen to be behind what she did and
ultimately he was sidelined not only by
Jayalalithaa but also Sasikala later. It is an open
secret that Sasikala rose to accumulate so
much wealth and was convicted, along with
the former chief minister by the special court.
Whenever Jayalalitha was either in jail or
during her brief period of wilderness owing to
cases in the court, it was Panneerselvam
whom she depended on and foisted him on the
chief minister’s gaddi. And, as a loyal party
worker, he had kept the seat warm all the time
and vacated it when she would return.
Not only that, Pannerselvam revered
Jayalalithaa so much that he would never sit
on the chair which she occupied and instead
would have another chair to sit. He had her
photo in the chamber apart from the one he
always carried in his pocket to express his blind
loyalty to her. He became so dependable that
every time there was a problem, Jayalalithaa
chose him as the ‘caretaker’ chief minister.
Indeed, Jayalalithaa was so tall that nobody
else came anywhere near. This was like
Jawaharlal Nehru who, like a banyan tree, did
not allow any other plant to grow. She,
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singlehandedly, carried the party and her
government despite a strong opponent like the
DMK with patriarch M. Karunanidhi, still in
party chair.
The ruling BJP at the Centre has very little
following of its own in Tamil Nadu because it
is considered a party of the North. In the last
Lok Sabha, the BJP won only one seat as
compared to 37 by AIADMK. The current
turmoil in the state is an ideal situation for the
BJP to make inroads but the 37 AIADMK Lok
Sabha members are crucial for it to get a bill
or motion passed.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s strategy
seems to be keeping a close watch. Maybe,
the Supreme Court verdict against Sasikala
would end the speculation one way or the other.
However, it will be their endeavour to register
their presence in the state. Sasikala’s husband,
Natarajan’s confabulations with Congress
leaders may also have triggered BJP president
Amit Shah to take stock of the situation. He is
said to be in favour of Panneerselvam, an
affable man. The party hopes to ride on his
shoulders to make a future presence in Tamil
Nadu.
What seems to be going in favour of
Panneerselvam is the public mood against
Sasikala who was blamed for not allowing
Jayalalithaa’s niece to visit her ailing aunt. She
has already formed a party and has threatened
to divulge several secrets soon. People,
however, resent all this because of Sasikala’s

antics to rise to the place where she is today.
All this is familiar in politics in the North.
Nehru wanted her daughter Indira Gandhi to
be his successor. But Lal Bahadur Shastri was
too popular to be ignored. Therefore, the then
Congress president K. Kamaraj settled the
matter when he announced that it would be
Shastri first and Indira Gandhi later. Morarji
Desai never accepted that and was the first to
throw in his hat in the ring after Nehru’s death.
Indira Gandhi preferred to split the party than
to accept Desai. She even sidelined Kamaraj
after he had put her in the gaddi. Learning
from the experience, she combined the posts
of Prime Ministership and the party president.
In the same way, the split in the AIADMK
ranks seems imminent even though it is stage
managed. The legislature members want
Sasikala to be both party general secretary and
the chief minister.
How this entire drama would unfold is
difficult to say. But one thing certain is that
Sasikala is a force to reckon with. So is
Panneerselvam. Fortunately for the latter, the
public is behind him. At least that is what it
looks like at this juncture. However, the fate
of Sasikala hinges on the court verdict. Sasikala
is no Jayalalithaa and DMK is waiting in the
wings.
(Kuldip Nayar is a veteran syndicated
columnist catering to around 80 newspapers
and journals in 14 languages in India &
abroad. kuldipnayar09@gmail.com)

The Radical Humanist on Website
‘The Radical Humanist’ is now available at http://www.lohiatoday.com/
on Periodicals page, thanks to Manohar Ravela who administers
the site on Ram Manohar Lohia, the great socialist leader of India.
Mahi Pal Singh
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Audacity thy name is Modi
Where is the question of any remorse?
Faraz Ahmad
If there is one word that describes our
respected Prime Minister, Narendra Modi, it is
“Brash.” He deliberately and pointedly insulted
former Prime Minister Manmohan Singh on
February 7 in his reply to the Presidential address
and instead of feeling contrite was cocky
enough to say on the floor of the Rajya Sabha
that “We have the ability to pay back in the same
coin. If anyone speaks like this, he should also
be ready to face the consequences.”
The Prime Minister was obviously referring
to Dr Manmohan Singh’s speech in the Rajya
Sabha on November 24 in the presence of Modi
when Singh described demonetization as a
“monumental mismanagement.” The former
Prime Minister had pointedly asked the Prime
Minister to name one country where people have
been disallowed from withdrawing their money
from the banks. That day Modi sat silently and
after the speech went up to Dr Singh, shook his
hands and left the House. He obviously had not
prepared his counter then and, therefore, chose
to postpone the retort for another day.
He was so arrogant and rude, disallowing CPM
leader Sitaram Yechury and JD-U leader Sharad
Yadav an intervention they had a legitimate right
to, that Chairman Hamid Ansari had to make a
critical comment on the Prime Minister’s
conduct. The Chairman said, “I have watched
with much distress what has happened this
afternoon in the House…I think the normal
practice, to my understanding, has been that
when a speaker has the floor and somebody
wishes to intervene, the person speaking
concedes….Today different people wanted to
intervene somewhere. The honourable speaker,
at that moment of time did not concede…You
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can draw conclusions as to why it was not
conceded, whether it was in keeping with
parliamentary etiquette, etc, etc….”
The man is also audacious and blase. He had
the gumption the other day to say in the Lok
Sabha that “Mere saath zulm hua hai (I am a
victim of tyranny.)”
So Mr Modi, who forced at least 125 poor and
invalid people all over the country to die standing
in ATM and bank queues for more than 90 days
now, is a victim and we the poor who stood for
hours endlessely day after day returning the next
day again facing early morning chill or staying
up outside banks in a cold night vigil subjected
to unmentionable torture, to draw our money
from the banks and ATMs, are tyrants.
And his mocking the victims of his pettiness
to spite his political opponents, did not end at
this. He dismissed all the sufferings we are still
undergoing, as just a matter of a fortnight or so.
He said this on the 90th day of Demonetisation
of currency notes of 500 and 1000 value.
One thing the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) seems to have really trained our Prime
Minister well in, is brazenness. Be Blasé and
aggressive whenever you confront your
opponent. Your ability to out shout your opponent
will help in papering over Truth and facts. That’s
what the Sanghis from Arnab Goswami to Sudhir
Chowdhry to Subhash Chandra to Rajat Sharma
and you name any of them, has thoroughly
imbibed.
That is why even after it is now amply evident
that there is quid pro in Sahara Shri Subrat Roy
roaming around freely supposedly released by
the Supreme Court of India on a parole for a
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fortnight way back in May last year, even after
his Minister of State for Home affairs Kiren
Rijiju was caught recently with his pants down
in the stone minining and transporting scam of
his home state Arunachal Pradesh, he had the
gumption to call his political rivals scamsters,
first in election speeches and now in Parliament.
The 16th Lok Sabha has already completed
more than half its term and by implication Modi
too. He has to go to fresh elections about the
same time two years hence. In his 2014 election
campaign he made tall claims about rooting out
corruption and putting the corrupt to jail. I
remember even after becoming the Prime
Minister he had in one of his first speeches in
Parliament promised to get all the corruption
allegations against politicians probed thoroughly
and either put them behind bars, unmindful of
the party they belonged to including his own, or

else ensure restoration of their dignity and
integrity. He said this in the context of how Lalu
Prasad had been disenfranchised by the courts.
Everyone, including Lalu, welcomed it.
If as Modi keeps insinuating through blatant
accusations to subtle innuendos, his political
opponents are scamsters, what has prevented
him from putting Sonia Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi,
Robert Vadra, Mayawati, Mulayam Singh Yadav,
Akhilesh Yadav and Mamta Banerjee behind
bars? Why his tall claim has failed to materialize.
And if he is unable to find anything to nail them
down, he better shut his trap and instead
apologise to them for besmirching their name
and also to the nation for deliberately and willfully
misleading them.
But that will never be for Modi is Modi.
Courtesy WordPress.com, February 9, 2017

An Appeal For Donations
For Republishing books written by M.N. Roy & other Humanist Literature
Indian Renaissance Institute has embarked upon republishing/reprinting the large amount of
books & other material written by M.N. Roy as most of them have gone out of print, though
requests for these books continue to pour in into our office. Connected humanist literature will
also be published. Following books, at the first instance, require immediate publication:
‘New Humanism’; ‘Beyond Communism’; ‘Politics, Power and Parties’; ‘Historical Role of
Islam’; ‘India’s Message’; ‘Men I Met’; ‘New Orientation’; ‘Materialism’; ‘Science & Philosophy’; ‘Revolution and Counter-revolution in China’; ‘India in Transition; Reason, Romanticism
and Revolution’; ‘Russian Revolution’; Selected Works – Four Volumes(1917-1922), (19231927), (1927-1932) and (1932-1936); ‘Memoirs’ (Covers period 1915-1923).
We request readers and sympathizers to donate generously for the above project as this
literature will go long way in enriching the humanist and renaissance movement in the country.
Cheques/Bank drafts may be sent in the name of ‘Indian Renaissance Institute’ to: Satish
Chandra Varma, Treasurer IRI, A-1/103, Satyam Apartments, Vasundhra Enclave, Delhi110096. (M) 9811587576. Email ID: <scvarma17@gmail.com>
Online donations may be sent to: ‘Indian Renaissance Institute’Account No. 02070100005296;
IFSC Code: UCBA0000207, UCO Bank, Supreme Court Branch, New Delhi (India)
Rekha Saraswat
Secretary
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Satish Chandra Varma
Treasurer
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Right to dissent under stress, feel Delhi
professors following ABVP attack on
Ramjas event, Culture of Protest
By : Our Representative
The quiet and sprawling, though busy, campus
of the Delhi University (DU) is in the throes of
a new change. There is a strong flutter among
students and faculty of the campus and DUaffiliated colleges, following the February 21 BJP
students’ wing Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi
Parishad (ABVP) “attack” on a Ramjas College
seminar, that the right to dissent has come under
extreme stress.
A case in point is DU professor of English,
Sachin Nirmala Narayanan, who teaches in
Dyal Singh College. In a note he first circulated
on a close WhatsApp group, but later made it
public through Facebook, he what he saw on
the campus – even a physically challenged
colleague, whom he escorted in the campus late
at night, was “badly roughed up.”
Coming to the controversial seminar held at
the Ramjas College, he said, it was organized
by the college’s literary society, and had “all the
permissions for the topic and the speakers”,
though adding, the organized had perhaps “erred
in not inviting the representatives of the sangh
(RSS/ABVP) who also has a lumpen culture of
protest”.
Referring to the ABVP objection to allowing
two Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU)
students to be part of the penal discussion, Prof
Narayanan says, “Whether one likes it or not
Umar Khalid and Shehla Rashid are students
with very good academic credential.” Both are
part of PhD programmes, and Umar was to
speak his on PhD work on atrocities against
adivasis in Bastar.
Even as the seminar was about to begin, Prof
Narayanan says, many students were “attacked
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from behind with bricks and lathis by the ABVP
goons.” In fact, ABVP people “tried to strangle”
Prasanta Chakravarty, associate Professor,
department of English, “with the muffler he was
wearing by pulling on the two ends in the
opposite direction and was beaten up.”
He adds, “Ramjas students and teachers were
locked in and continuously threatened and
attacked by ABVP for four hours inside the
college. Chairs were hurled at two women
teachers, the goons were openly looking for
another male teacher of the college with brazen
threats of violence.”
On the second day, February 22, when around
200 protesting students and teachers marched
to the Maurice Nagar police thana, they were
“subjected to a barrage of eggs, glass bottles
and heavy stones on their way as well as in
front of the thana in full view of the police”,
says Prof Narayanan, adding, “They did not
allow the injured students to lodge FIRs, targeted
women continuously with sexual threats and
raised communal, anti-Muslim slogans.”
In fact, he says, “The police who never
detained the ABVP, then started physical attack
on teachers, students and even the media
personnel by around 6 pm in the name of
detaining. Many women were manhandled by
male police along with male protesters injuring
and traumatizing all.”
Ayesha Kidwai, President, JNU Teachers’
Association (JNUTA), and Pradeep K Shinde,
Secretary, JNUTA, in a statement have said,
the attack on Ramjas students “a larger pattern”,
adding over the last couple of years, the
universities in India have witnessed a consistent
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pattern of attack on the universities.”
They give the example of what happened
previously in “Hyderabad Central University,
Jadavpur University, JNU, the Central
University of Haryana, Mahendragarh, and Jay
Narayan Vyas University (JNVU), Jodhpur.
In a separate appeal, activists and experts
have expressed their solidarity with the battered
professors and students who have dared to stand
up to “ABVP hooliganism”. Those who have
signed include Prof Ankur Sarin of IIM,
Ahmedabad; Aruna Roy of the National
Campaign for People’s Right to Information;
Binayak Sen of the People’s Union for Civil
Liberties (PUCL); Medha Patkar of the

Narmada Bachao Andolan (NBA); and
Sandeep Pandey, visiting faculty, IIT,
Gandhinagar.
Meanwhile, Abhishek Pratap Singh, a Delhibased Sangh activist, has admitted, the ABVP
objection was “not to the event but to the panel
of speakers for the seminar”, which included
Umar Khalid and Shehla Rashid, both from
Kashmir. Delhi-based BJP leader Nupur
Sharma has claimed she has “received images”
from a DU professor “which supposedly
depicted atrocities committed by Leftists on
ABVP members”, commenting, “Never forget:
Left kills our people in Kerala.”
Courtesy Counterview, 25 February 2017

Believe it or not: The Idea of Demonetisation
Wrong and ‘Make in India’ a mere slogan
[(H)e seemed most upset about the fact that the company’s quadricycle Qute- is being sold across the world namely Europe, Asia and Latin America but
not in India. The launch of the quadricycle has been delayed because the
company is still awaiting permissions from the government. Taking a dig at the
‘Make in India’ initiative, Bajaj said, “If your innovation in the country depends
on
government approval or judicial process, it will not be a case of ‘Made
in India’, but ‘Mad in India’. After five years, we are still waiting for permission
to sell our four-wheeler in the country. This (India) is the only country that has
not given us permission to sell this vehicle. Because, for some reason, it thinks if
four-wheeler is worse, let people continue on three-wheeler,”]

Idea Of Demonetisation Wrong, Says Rajiv Bajaj
CarandBike Team (With Inputs from PTI)
HIGHLIGHTS
Bajaj said that the execution of demonetisation should not be blamed
Sales of two-wheelers has slumped post demonitisation
Bajaj also commented on the Qute quadricycle not being sold in India
Rajiv Bajaj, Managing Director, Bajaj Auto
India criticised the idea of demonetisation in India
saying that the idea itself was ‘wrong’. He also
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mentioned that it was incorrect to blame only
the execution. The ban on 86% of the total
currency worth Rs. 15.55 trillion in circulation
March 2017

impacted economic activity across sectors with
the consumption-driven ones being the most
affected. Notably, the two-wheeler sales took
a beating and we told all about it to you already.
While most of the companies are still trying to
recover from the impact of demonetisation,
industry data releases over the last two months
has shown how much the industry has been
affected.
“If the solution or the idea is right, it will go
like a hot knife through butter. If the idea is not
working, for example demonetisation, don’t
blame execution. I think your idea itself is
wrong,” Bajaj said at the annual Nasscom
Leadership Forum.
Bajaj Auto’s total domestic sales, including
those of two-wheelers as well as threewheelers, were down 16 per cent to 1,35,188
units in January 2017 from 1,61,870 units sold
during the same period last year. It was in
January that the company launched its most
powerful motorcycle, the Dominar into the
Indian market and yes, had it not been for
demonitisation the result would have been a
better one, though the bookings for the bike are
coming in thick and fast.
Bajaj Auto saw its domestic bike sales
contracting by 11 per cent at 1,06,665 units as
against 1,20,322 units in the same month a year
ago. Industry body SIAM had said in November
that two-wheeler sales were at 12,43,251 units
as against 13,20,552 in the year-ago month,
down 5.85 per cent.
Motorcycle sales were also down 10.21 per
cent at 7,78,178 as compared to 8,66,696 units
in December 2015. ***However, he seemed

most upset about the fact that the company’s
quadricycle - Qute- is being sold across the world
namely Europr, Asia and Latin America but not
in India. The launch of the quadricycle has been
delayed because the company is still awaiting
permissions from the government. Taking a dig
at the ‘Make in India’ initiative, Bajaj said, “If
your innovation in the country depends on
government approval or judicial process, it will
not be a case of ‘Made in India’, but ‘Mad in
India’. After five years, we are still waiting for
permission to sell our four-wheeler in the
country. This (India) is the only country that has
not given us permission to sell this vehicle.
Because, for some reason, it thinks if fourwheeler is worse, let people continue on threewheeler,”*** [Emphasis added.]
The general argument in favour of
quadricycles has been that they do not have
enough power to go fast and hence are
incapable of reaching high speeds, thus safer.
In fact, the Euro NCAP also states on its
website that these vehicles do not have to
conform to the more stringent safety tests that
apply to cars. Mind you, quadricycles are prone
to damage if they are hit by another car and
that may cause injury to the occupants and this
is where India does not have a regulation in
place.
Bajaj said, “We feel people should either
walk, cycle or use a two-wheeler. Cars are
too big, too fast. They pollute, they congest
and kill all of us on two-wheelers. People say
two-wheelers are dangerous. My submission
is two-wheelers are dangerous only when hit
by a car,”
Courtesy auto.ndtv.com, Feb 17, 2017.

“The people of this country have a right to know every public act, everything,
that is done in a public way, by their public functionaries. They are entitled to
know the particulars of every public transaction in all its bearing.”
Justice K K Mathew, former Judge, Supreme Court of India, (1975)
THE RADICAL HUMANIST
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India, Death by Demonetization: “Financial
Genocide”, The Crime of the Century
Peter Koenig
A Financial genocide, if there was ever one. Death by demonetization, probably
killing hundreds of thousands, if not millions of people, through famine, disease, even
desperation and suicide – because most of India’s money was declared invalid. The
official weak reason for this purposefully manufactured human disaster is fighting
counterfeiting. What a flagrant lie! The real cause is of course – you guessed it – an
order from Washington.
On 8 November, Narendra Modi, the Indian
Prime Minister, brutally declared all 500 (US$
7) and 1,000 rupee-notes invalid, unless
exchanged or deposited in a bank or post office
account until 31 December 2016. After this
date, all unexchanged ‘old’ money is invalid –
lost. Barely half of Indians have bank accounts.
The final goal is speedy global
demonetization. India is a test case – a
huge one, covering 1.3 billion people. If it works
in India, it works throughout the developing
world. That’s the evil thought behind it. “Tests”
are already running in Europe.
The Nordic countries, Sweden, Denmark,
Finland, are moving rapidly towards cashless
societies. Electronic money, instead of cash,
allows the hegemon to control the entire
western world, all those who are enslaved to
the dollar monetary system. Meaning literally
everybody outside the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO) that includes, China,
Russia, most of Central Asia, Iran, Pakistan
and – yes, India is an apparent candidate to
join the SCO alliance.
There was no limit set in rupee amounts that
were allowed to be deposited in bank or postal
accounts. But exchanges or withdrawals were
limited the first two days to 2,000 rupees, later
to 4,000 rupees, with promises to further
increases ‘later on’. The restrictions have to
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do with limited new bank notes available. The
new money is issued in denominations of 500
and 2,000 rupee-notes.
On 9 November, none of the country’s ATM
machines were functioning. Withdrawing
money was possible only from banks. Queues
behind bank counters were endless – lasting
hours and in some cases days. Often times,
once at the teller, the bank was out of cash.
Imagine the millions, perhaps billions of labor
hours – production time and wages – lost –
lost mostly by the poor.
The banned bank notes constitute about 85%
in value of all cash in circulation. India is a
cash society. About 97% of all transactions are
carried out in cash. Only slightly more than
half the Indian population has bank accounts;
and only about half of them have been used in
the last three months. Credit or debit cards are
extremely scarce – basically limited to the
‘creditworthy’ elite.
In rural areas, where most of the poor live,
banks are scarce or none existent. The poor
and poorest of the poor, again – as usual – are
those who suffer most. Hundreds of thousands
of them have lost almost all they have and will
be unable to fend for their families, buying food
and medication.
According to most media reports, Modi’s
demonetization was an arbitrary decision. Be
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sure, there is nothing arbitrary behind this
decision. As reported on 1 January 2017 by
German investigative business journalist,
Norbert Haering, in his blog, “Money and
More”, this move was well prepared and
financed by Washington through USAID.
Mr. Modi didn’t even bother presenting the
idea to the Parliament for debate.
In November 2010 President Obama
declared with then Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh, a Strategic Partnership with India. It
was to become one of his foreign policy
priorities which was renewed during Obama’s
visit to India in January 2015 with the current
PM Modi (image right). The purpose of this
partnership was not just to pull one of the most
populous BRICS countries out of the RussiaChina orbit, but also to use it as a test case for
global demonetization. Mind you, the orders
came from way above Obama, from the omnipotent, but hardly visible RothschildRockefeller – Morgan – et al, all-domineering
bankster cartel.
This horrendous crime that may cost millions
of lives, was the dictate of Washington. A
cooperation agreement, also called an “anticash partnership”, between the US
development agency (sic), USAID, with the
Indian Ministry of Finance, was worked out.
One of their declared ‘common objectives’ was
gradually eliminating the use of cash by
replacing it with digital or virtual money.
It takes two to tango. The PM of the second
largest nation in the world, one would expect,
would have a say in the extent to which a
foreign country may interfere in India’s
sovereign internal affairs, i.e. her monetary
policies – especially a foreign country that is
known to seek only Full Spectrum Dominance
of the globe, its resources and its people. The
head of India, a prominent BRICS country
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(BRICS = Brazil, Russia, India, China, South
Africa), one would expect, could have sent the
naked emperor to climb a tree – and say NO
to this horrendous criminal request. But Modi
did not.
Is India with PM Modi still a viable BRICS
country? Or more importantly, India is currently
poised to become a member of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization (SCO). Is India
under Modi worthy of being admitted into this
powerful Asian economic and military block,
the only authoritative counterbalance to the
west? – At this point, putting hundreds of
millions of his countrymen at peril by obeying
Washington’s nefarious dictate, Modi looks
more like a miserable traitor than a partner of
the New East.
USAID calls this operation “Catalyst”
Inclusive Cashless Payment Partnership”. Its
purpose is “effecting a quantum leap in
cashless payment in India” – and of course,
eventually around the globe. According to the
Indian Economic Times, this program had been
stealthily financed by USAID over the past
three years. Funding amounts are kept secret.
Who knows, where else in the world Catalyst
is quietly funding and preparing other human
financial disasters.
All fits into the Big Scheme of things:
Reducing the world population, so less
resources are needed to maintain 7.4 billion
people – and growing – many of them finite
resources that can be used by a small elite,
supported by a few million slaves. This is the
world according to still ticking war criminal
numero UNO, Henry Kissinger. Forcefully
reducing the world population is his one big
objective since just after WWII, when he
became a key member of the Rockefeller
sponsored Bilderberg Society.
Some of the same people are currently
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spreading neo-fascist mantras around the
world, at the infamous WEF (World Economic
Forum) in Davos, Switzerland (17-20 January
2017). WEF attendees (by invitation only) are
a mixed bag of elitist ‘private’ billionaires,
corporate CEOs (only corporations registering
at least US$ 5 billion in sales), high-flying
politicians, Hollywood’s cream of the crop, and
more of the kind. Pretty much the same
definition applies to the Bilderbergers.
Like with the Bilderbergers, the key topics
discussed at the WEF, those themes that are
supposed to guide the world further and faster
towards the New (One) World Order, are
discussed behind closed doors and will hardly
surface into the mainstream. It is, however,
highly likely that the “Cashless India” decision
– a trial for the rest of the world – had
previously been discussed and ‘ratified’ by the
WEF, as well as the Bilderbergers. None of
this is known to the common people, and least
to the Indians.
All-out efforts are under way to maintain
highly lucrative disaster capitalism, or at least
to slow down its decline – because its end is in
sight. It’s just a question of time. Hence, the
term Catalyst (accelerator) for the USAID
program is well chosen. Time is running out.
One of the best ways of controlling populations
and unbending politicians is through financial
strangleholds. That’s what a cashless society
is all about.
According to Badal Malick, former Vice
President of India’s most important online
marketplace Snapdeal, later appointed as CEO
of Catalyst:
”Catalyst’s mission is to solve multiple
coordination problems that have blocked
the penetration of digital payments among
merchants and low-income consumers. We
look forward to creating a sustainable
and replicable model. (…) While there has
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been (…) a concerted push for digital
payments by the government, there is still a
last mile gap when it comes to merchant
acceptance and coordination issues. We
want to bring a holistic ecosystem
approach to these problems.”
This is further supported by Jonathan
Addleton, USAID Mission Director to India:
“India is at the forefront of global efforts
to digitize economies and create new
economic opportunities that extend to hardto-reach populations. Catalyst will support
these efforts by focusing on the challenge
of making everyday purchases cashless.”
What an outright heap of bovine manure!
Those who are supporting the Catalyst idea
in India – and presumably elsewhere in the
world, are, as per an USAID Beyond-Cash
report, more than 35 Indian, American and
international
organizations
(http://
cashlesscatalyst.org/), mostly IT and payment
service providers, including the Better Than
Cash Alliance, the Gates Foundation
(Microsoft), Omidyar Network (eBay), the
Dell Foundation Mastercard, Visa, Metlife
Foundation. All of them want to make money
from digital payments – another transfer from
the poor to the rich – another catalyst for
widening the rich-poor gab – worldwide.
Interestingly, the USAID – Indian partnership
to temporarily banning most cash coincides
with Raghuram Rajan as President of the
Reserve Bank of India (September 2013 –
September 2016). Mr. Rajan has also been
chief economist of the International Monetary
Fund, and there is talk that he may be poised
as Mme. Lagarde’s successor at the helm of
the IMF. It is clear that the IMF, and by
association the World Bank, is fully aboard with
this project to transform western society into
slavehood of digital money – with emphasis
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on wester society, because the East, the
Russia-China-Iran-SCO axis, where the future
lays, has already largely detached itself from
the dollar based western – and fraudulent –
monetary scheme.
Mr. Raghuram Rajan is an influential but also
highly controversial figure. He is also a member
of the so-called Group of Thirty, “a
rather shady organization, where high ranking
representatives of the world’s major
commercial financial institutions share their
thoughts and plans with the presidents of the
most important central banks, behind closed
doors and with no minutes taken.
It becomes increasingly clear that the Group
of Thirty is one of the major coordination
centers of the worldwide war on cash. Its
membership includes other key warriors like
Rogoff, Larry Summers and others” (N.Häring,
1.1.2017). On the other hand, Rajan is
extremely disliked by the Indian business
society, mostly because of his tight monetary
policy as head of the Indian Central Bank (go
figure!). Under pressure, he did not renew his
term as India’s central bank governor in 2016.
The Group of Thirty sounds akin to the highly
secretive Board of Directors of the infamous
Basle-based BIS (Bank for International
Settlement), also considered the central bank
of all central banks, which meets once a month
in secret (during a weekend for lesser visibility)
and no minutes taken. The BIS is a Rothschild
controlled private bank, close associate of the
FED, also privately owned. It is clear, with the
FED, BIS and IMF in connivance, the dice are
cast for a cashless (western) society.
Washington’s interest in a cashless
society goes far beyond the business
interests of IT, credit card and other
financial institutions. More importantly is the
surveillance power that goes with digital
payments. As with electronic communications
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today – every one of them read, listened to
and spied on throughout the world – some 7 to
10 billion electronic messages per day – every
digital payment and transfer will be controlled
and checked worldwide by the Masters of the
dollar-based hegemony. Every transfer will be
registered and monitored by an AmericanZionist control mechanism. This is the only way
(totally illegal) sanctions can be dished out to
governments that refuse the dictate of
Washington and its western European lackeys.
Cases in point are Russia, China, Iran, Cuba,
Venezuela, Syria — the list is endless.
The Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung (FAZ)
recently reported that Employees of a German
manufacturing firm doing completely legal
business with Iran were put on a US terror
list, which meant that they were shut off most
of the financial system and even some logistics
companies would not transport their furniture
any more.
Norbert Häring concludes,
“Every internationally active bank can be
blackmailed by the US government into
following their orders, since revoking their
license to do business in the US or in
dollars, basically amounts to shutting them
down. Deutsche Bank had to negotiate [in
September 2016] with the US treasury for
months whether they would have to pay a
fine of 14 billion dollars and most likely go
broke, or get away with seven billion and
survive. If you have the power to bankrupt
the largest banks even of large countries,
you have power over their governments, too.
This power through dominance over the
financial system and the associated data is
already there. The less cash there is in use,
the more extensive and secure it is, as the
use of cash is a major avenue for evading
this power.”
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Concluding Remarks
Back to India. It is not difficult to imagine
what the implications of such a massive
demonetization operation might have in a
country like India, where hundreds of millions
live in or near poverty, with a large rural
population, where almost all transactions are
carried out in cash – and where cash is
everything for survival. This is death by
financial strangulation.
No blood, No traces – no media coverage.
It is a clandestine willful mass-murder, carried
out by the Indian government on its own people,
while instigated by the chief assassins,
operating from within the Washington Beltway
killer farms, no scruples, no morals, no ethics
– what Washington knows best to achieve its
purpose.
This no-holds-barred strategy is accelerating,
as time runs out. The ship is slowly but surely
turning towards another dimension, another
world view – one in which humanity may gain

back its status of a solitary being. These
atrocities around the globe may go some ways
– but I doubt they will go all the way. There is
a spiritual limit on how far evil can go.
Peter Koenig is an economist and
geopolitical analyst. He is also a former
World Bank staff and worked extensively
around the world in the fields of environment
and water resources. He lectures at
universities in the US, Europe and South
America. He writes regularly for Global
Research, ICH, RT, Sputnik, PressTV, The 4th
Media, TeleSUR, TruePublica, The Vineyard
of The Saker Blog, and other internet sites.
He is the author of Implosion – An Economic
Thriller about War, Environmental
Destruction and Corporate Greed – fiction
based on facts and on 30 years of World
Bank experience around the globe. He is also
a co-author of The World Order and
Revolution! – Essays from the Resistance.
The original source of this article is Global
Research
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Union Budget 2017-18:
Inadequate Response in Times of Crisis
The Budget 2017-18 does not acknowledge the external and the internal problems
confronting the economy and the country. It therefore does not offer a solution.
The FM ended his speech with the lofty couplet: ‘When my aim is right, when my
goal is in sight, the winds favour me and I fly.’ All one can say is this: the aim is not
right, the goal is not in sight and the winds do not favour him; so flying is out of
question. Then who will help the nation in this hour of crisis?
Arun Kumar
The Budget is an instrument of
macroeconomic policy first and then anything
else. If its aggregate figures are found wanting,
its allocations and goals would also not be
attained. In times of a shock to the economy,
chances that the figures may be incorrect
become greater. Assumptions underlying the
preparation of the Budget have a high probability
of being incorrect. The chances of this turning
out to be true become greater if the government
does not acknowledge the problem it may have
created and wishes to portray the opposite
image of successful policies or if it tries to show
that it is business as usual. All this applies to the
just presented Union Budget 2017-18.
The FM is correct to anticipate that there are
huge global uncertainties that face the nation
as a result of major advanced countries
changing policies or planning to do so in the
near future. Brexit and the US elections are
posing huge challenges for India’s exports. The
Rightward drift in large parts of Europe are likely
to aggravate the situation further in the coming
times. The Budget needed to take this into
account but seems to have done little in this
direction. External instability is aggravating the
difficulties created by demonetisation.
A Budget which plans to spend about 14 per
cent of the GDP has a lot of resources to give
to every section of society and to every sector
of the economy. This is the political aspect of a
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Budget. If this is not done, some section or the
other would complain. However, the issue is
whether the expenditures are adequate to solve
the problems faced by various sections of the
population. For instance, whether allocations to
the MGNREGS are adequate to resolve the
problem of the poor in the rural areas. Of
course, if expenditures do not lead to outcomes,
then the problem is greater. In all these regards,
this Budget is no different than the earlier
Budgets and it allocates some funds to everyone.
Let us see what are some of the key proposals.
I. Some Key Features of the Budget
It was expected that the Budget would have a
strong political element. That is because
demonetisation had severely impacted the
marginalised sections of society and especially
those belonging to the unorganised sectors of the
economy. Five Assembly elections, and especially
the UP elections, are around the corner; so some
message of helping the pro-marginalised sections
was required. Such a focus was also needed to
counter the popular perception of the government
being pro-rich and pro-corporate sector.
Consistent with this, the FM said: ‘My Budget
proposals (will be) under ten distinct themes to
foster this broad agenda.’ The first four of these
ten themes were focused specifically on the
marginalised sections—farmers, rural population,
youth, and the poor and underprivileged. Quite
considerable space was devoted to enumerating
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the steps that will be taken to favour these sections
of the population.
Saying that these sectors will be prioritised
should imply large increases in allocation to
them. The FM’s speech mentions that the ‘total
allocation for the rural, agriculture and allied
sectors in 2017-18 is Rs 1,87,223 crores, which
is 24 per cent higher than the previous year’.
Sounds impressive. But as usual the Budget
compares the allocations planned to be spent
(called Budget Estimates) in the previous year
with the estimates for the year just ahead.
However, this is not a valid comparison since it
should be with what has been actually done,
namely, the Revised Estimates for the current
year. Such a comparison shows that the increase
is 12 per cent which is not too large. The
allocation for this sector turns out to be 8.7 per
cent of the total expenditure planned. Does not
sound big given that the rural population is still
70 per cent of the total and the unorganised
sector employs 94 per cent of the total work
force.
Similarly, it is argued that the allocation to the
MGNREGS will rise substantially from Rs
38,000 crores to Rs 48,000 crores but the actual
to be spent in the current year will be Rs 47,500
crores so that the planned increase is negligible.
If the spurt in demand post-November 2016 is
projected, then the amount required may be Rs
80,000 crores. It is by now well known that a
large number of workers in urban areas did not
find work due to demonetisation and went back
to the villages and needed work. That is why
the demand for work under the MGNREGS
rose rapidly. It is quite likely that the full demand
for work was not met because the administration
is not geared to meeting such a spurt in demand.
Since the conditions in urban areas are likely to
remain adverse, the demand for the MGNREGS
can be expected to remain large and the
allocation should have been higher.
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Another aspect of the Budget is that many
policies proposed/mentioned do not have any
budgetary implication. For instance, the target
for agricultural credit has been enhanced to Rs
10 lakh crores. An impressive amount; but this
will be from the banks and not the Budget.
Schemes like the Long Term Irrigation Fund,
Micro Irrigation Fund and Dairy Processing and
Infrastructure Development Fund will all be set
up in NABARD with its funds. These proposed
Funds alone are slated to increase by Rs 27,000
crores but the overall Budget for the relevant
Ministries has been raised by only Rs 13,000
crores. Since there have been other increases
as well, even this amount would not be available
for the creation of these Funds. The burden will
clearly fall on NABARD.
II. Education Related Aspects
Under programmes for the youth, attention is
focused on education, skills and jobs. The
section starts loftily by quoting Vivekananda and
then degenerates into business as usual and
enume-rating the same things that have not
worked in the past. A radical new approach was
needed but this is missing because the vision is
absent.
To begin with, the FM says it is ‘proposed to
introduce a system of measuring annual learning
outcomes in our schools’. Nothing wrong with
that but can the goal be measuring how poor
the outcomes are? Why not focus on the root
cause, namely, poor standards of teaching based
on rote learning. What are we doing to improve
teaching which will then automatically improve
outcomes? How do we get the best to come
into teaching rather than go to sell oil and
toothpaste? Why not work to improve the
relative salaries of teachers?
Today, teachers are increasingly marginalised
as technology is pushed. For instance, it is
proposed to launch SWAYAM (whatever that
stands for). The government is good at the
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coining of such new acronyms which sound
good but lack content. The idea is to have online
courses. Good, but local teachers will be
marginalised. They will further lose credibility
in the eyes of their students. But, teachers can
be role-models for the youth. They are an
important interface with society. Online courses
obtained via net will only individualise and
atomise learning without necessarily enabling
the students to create a framework for social
interaction. Local conditions are important for
learning while the online courses would not cater
to that. So, good local teachers are absolutely
essential. Encouraging that is difficult but that
is the only way to improve teaching and the
teacher-taught relationship which deepens social
relations and socialises the youth. There are no
short-cuts but the FM’s speech enters an arena
which is not properly its domain and should be
left to a well-thought-out education policy.
Possibly, the government had little to say; so it
included some clichés.
The FM has proposed to ‘establish a National
Testing Agency as an autonomous and selfsustained premier testing organisation to conduct
all entrance examinations for higher education
institutions’. If local conditions are important for
learning and teachers’ autonomy crucial for
better teaching, then such homogenisation is
harmful. It is premised on the idea that like in a
factory, standards can be achieved by
standardisation, and the same can be done in
education. It does not recognise that education
is very different from commercial routine work
and where quality is at least as important as
quantity. As far as possible, testing should be
decentralised. Again this is not something that
a Budget should comment on.
Reform of the UGC is proposed but why in
the Budget? What financial implication is there?
The content of the proposal seems to be driven
by greater commercialisation of colleges, in the
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name of autonomy, as the next sentence in the
speech makes clear. That privatisation in
education has been going on apace for 25 years
and that massive irregularities are associated
with this is also known. How to achieve a
balance is the real question but the Budget
cannot go into it; so why bring it up?
After SWAYAM, it is proposed to have
PMKK, SANKALP, STRIVE and in the
coming years more such acronyms are likely to
appear. But is school teaching going to improve?
Without that, any number of such programmes
will not achieve much. The so-called
demographic dividend is turning into a
demographic nightmare with ill-trained young
people not able to land well-paying jobs or at
times any work.
It is suggested that jobs will be created in the
textile, leather, footwear and tourism industries.
That is all very well; but the real issue is jobless
growth due to automation. It is leading to job
losses as more and more investment takes place
in the organised and corporate sectors. The real
issue is: how is investment going to be
rebalanced to create jobs? How will more public
investment be ensured in rural areas and
especially in infrastructure? Is there a strategy
of getting more private capital into the rural
infrastructure?
The Infrastructure section of the FM’s speech
also focuses mostly on transportation and
especially the railways since the Railway Budget
is now merged with the regular Budget. How
these proposals would mesh in with the rural
infrastructure needs is unclear since this is
relegated to the section on ‘Rural Population’.
Then what of the statement that there will be
an integrated view of the infrastructure needs?
III. Revenue-related Features for 2016-17
The critical issue for any Budget is whether
there are enough resources to finance the
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proposed expenditures? Governments like to
claim credit for a lot and, therefore, often show
higher revenue collections. When this does not
materialise, as happens when there is a crisis,
then quietly expenditures are curtailed. No one
is the wiser till the next year’s Budget is
presented and at that time the focus is on the
next year and not on the past. So, governments
get away with claiming more than what is
possible.
The present Budget faces a similar problem.
Will it garner the resources it claims it will? But
before we get into that, it is important to analyse
what is happening to the resources in the current
year which is not yet over, namely, 2016-17. This
is the year in which the crisis of demonetisation
suddenly hit the economy. Kumar (2017) has
argued that demonetisation has hit production,
employment and investment. Kumar (2016)
argued that all this is also impacting banking
profitability and their capacity to lend more in
spite of a flood of funds into savings accounts. It
was also argued that in spite of a cut in the bank’s
rate of interest for borrowers, the demand for
credit will remain slack. It has been pointed out
that credit off-take is now at the lowest point in
the last 50 years.
The implication is that the rate of growth of
the economy dropped sharply post-November
8. If that be so, how will the revenue target for
the current year be achieved? The Budget for
2016-17 had assumed that the GDP would grow
by 11 per cent. Since for 2016-17, the rate of
growth has come down and the rate of inflation
has been around four per cent, the nominal rate
of growth could not have been 11 per cent. The
government claims that the rate of growth of
the economy would be hardly affected by a per
cent, not taking into account the impact of
demonetisation. In other words, the economy
was already slowing down prior to the
demonetisation; so the impact of demonetisation
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would be on top of that.
If it is assumed that demonetisation adversely
affected the unorganised sector and the
organised sector only marginally, even then the
implication would be that the rate of growth of
the economy for the period after November 8,
2016 would be zero if not negative. (Kumar,
2017b) If that is so, tax collection would be
adversely hit.
However, the government has claimed that
tax collection has been buoyant. Both direct and
indirect tax collections, according to it, have risen
sharply. As explained in Kumar (2017c), there
could be special reasons for why this may be
the case for the period up to December but post
that the tax collection would be negatively
impacted. For instance, old notes were allowed
to be used for payment of taxes and people paid
advance tax. In the case of income tax, people
had to pay a new instalment of tax in June which
was earlier not the case. In the case of excise
duties, the increased consumption of petroleum
products and increased excise collection
contributed substantially to the rise. In contrast,
various surveys have pointed to a fall in demand
and an impact on output. Thus, collection of high
amount of tax for the year as a whole would be
doubtful at best.
Can it be the case that more revenue has been
collected because of the declaration of black
incomes? Indeed, under IDS, which closed on
September 30, 2016, about Rs 65,000 crores was
declared and it was expected that about Rs
30,000 crores of taxes would be collected.
Another such scheme was opened in
conjunction with demonetisation. How much has
been declared under this has not been revealed
as yet; so we do not know what has happened.
Coming so soon after the previous scheme, it
may not have garnered much. Reports are that
those with black money managed to recycle
most of these into new notes.
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The real issue is: can the big deposits in the
banks by the businessmen and the rich be
classified as black and taxed? The government
has recently claimed that 18 lakh such cases have
been identified. But for businessmen to have
crores of rupees of funds as working capital is
not unusual. To prove that the deposits were
indeed black funds is a time-consuming affair.
The Income Tax department would have to
assess the people and that takes time. Then there
are provisions for appeal and that takes more
time. Finally, the Income Tax department is usually
able to audit only one per cent of the people (five
lakhs) who are in the tax net; so how will it now
assess tens of lakhs of more people? Thus, in
this year (2016-17) or the next financial year
(2017-18) hardly much additional tax revenue can
be obtained from this source. So, the figures for
2016-17 are in doubt. This puts the figures for
the next year also in jeopardy.
IV. Budgetary Calculus for 2017-18: Is
the Rate of Growth Achievable?
The rate of growth underlying a Budget is
important to predict the resources that would
be available for development. The Budget
assumes a rate of growth of 11.75 per cent for
2017-18. Given the impact of demonetisation,
which has led to recessionary conditions in the
economy, this seems to be highly doubtful, to
put it mildly. The government does not wish to
admit that due to demonetisation there is a fall
in the rate of growth in 2016-17 or that this
effect will continue in the next year. It is putting
up a brave face and arguing that whatever the
effect, it was small and in the future, this will
reverse quickly.
The FM makes an error of judgment by
identifying the current problem of slowdown as
one originating in cash shortage only. While the
problem started with cash shortage, it soon
transformed into decline in output, employment,
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investment and banking crisis. This implies
recessionary conditions have taken hold and
these are irreversibilities which do not disappear
with cash coming back into the system (as it
eventually will). There is a change in
expectations and this will not reverse soon.
The government needs to act to boost demand
because the private sector does not
automatically start investing more when it has
large spare capacity and its profitability is hit.
The banks and the infrastructure sector already
face large NPAs which would only increase.
In such a situation neither would the private
infrastructure sector invest more nor would the
banks lend them more.
V. Stimulus Needed
The stimulus from the government could have
been through higher public expenditure, higher
deficit and tax concessions.
The Budget only increases expenditure for
2017-18 by six per cent over the expenditure
(Revised Estimates) shown last year. This is
quite small as a stimulus when inflation is taken
into account. Compared to last year also it is
small when the expenditure was increased by
about 11 per cent.
The Fiscal Deficit, if anything, is lower. The
target for 2016-17 was 3.5 per cent but that in
the revised figures is 3.2 per cent and for 201718 it is also slated to be 3.2 per cent. In the
name of fiscal prudence, it is suggested that
deficit should rather be allowed to shrink. If the
government’s claim that there is no impact on
growth is correct and the economy was running
as usual, this argument would be alright but
when that is not the case, it will dampen the
economy. But the government has to first admit
that there is a problem; then only can it justify
the solution.
However, if the growth targets are not met (as
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is likely), the fiscal deficit will tend to rise and
then the government will have to cut back
expenditures which will mean that there will be
no stimulus. The government could have allowed
the fiscal deficit to rise somewhat to, say, four
per cent of the GDP without attracting too much
opprobrium from the Credit Rating agencies. If
our economy is seen to be in recession, then
anyway there would be a downgrade.
The government has given tax concessions
to the lower middle class by lowering the tax
rate for those in the tax bracket up to Rs 5 lakhs.
This would benefit crores of taxpayers earning
up to about Rs 40,000 per month. The benefit
would also extend to those in the upper brackets
up to Rs 50 lakhs of annual income. These
people could then spend more and generate
additional demand. This is a possibility but not a
certainty. During troubled times people may end
up saving more for a rainy day rather than
spending more. But, how much is this stimulus?
The tax concessions amount to Rs 22,700
crores. This is hardly 0.15 per cent of the GDP
and not much of a stimulus when the economy
has lost its growth by several points. Each point
would amount to Rs 1.5 lakh crore of loss for
an economy of Rs 150 lakh crores.
Companies with a turnover of Rs 50 crores
have also been given a tax concession of five
per cent on their profits. So, 96 per cent of the
companies will benefit from this concession.
Will they start producing more or investing more?
Indeed not if the demand is as slack as it
currently is.
In other words, none of the moves to stimulate
the economy will deliver and the recessionary
conditions will deepen in spite of the reduced
cash shortage. The Budget lacks a strategy to
tackle the problem confronting the economy.
VI. Black Money Schemes
Demonetisation was supposed to eliminate the
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black economy but now it is clear that it does
nothing of the kind. (Kumar, 2017d) So, the
government had to show that it means business
and it has announced certain steps to tackle this
menace. These do not necessarily have
anything to do with the Budget but they are there.
It has announced steps, proposed by the
Election Commission, to bring about
transparency in election funding. Until now,
names of those contributing up to Rs 20,000 were
not required to be disclosed. According to
experts, up to 65 per cent of the funding was
coming under this head; so the parties were
getting away with not disclosing the names.
Now this limit has been lowered to Rs 2000.
But how does this matter? Bulk of the election
funding is not disclosed at all and no account of
it is presented anywhere (neither to the Election
Commission nor to the Income Tax department).
This will continue and this is where the real black
money is used and the nexus between politicians
and businessmen etc. created. (Kumar, 2017d)
Thus, this provision will not resolve the problem
but yes, it may create more of an accounting
mess which the parties are capable of handling.
The government is going to get the RBI to
issue electoral bonds purchasable only by cheque
or the digital mode; these would be donated to
the political parties and they can encash them
within a certain specified period. But again this
does not overcome the problem of the use of
black money in elections to carry out various
activities that are disallowed. Further, it leads
to non-transparency in election-funding since
the public would not know who is funding whom
and if there is a hidden agenda of the donor.
After all, it is well known that those who fund
parties expect a quid pro quo. Yes, it does
marginally get over the problem of the ruling
party getting to know who the financiers of its
opponents are. But, this may also not work since
there will be a record of purchase of the bonds
March 2017

in the banks and a determined ruling party can
get access to the data. But none of this may
matter since all businessmen are known to
contribute to all parties because they do not wish
to fall foul of a party that may come to power in
the future in the Centre or a State.

my aim is right, when my goal is in sight, the
winds favour me and I fly.’ All one can say is
this: the aim is not right, the goal is not in sight
and the winds do not favour him; so flying is out
of question. Then who will help the nation in
this hour of crisis?

There is also a provision of confiscation of
property for those who escape the country after
committing economic offences. This proposal
may be a useful device but could not be used as
a political device. Further, would risk-averse
businessmen start keeping more of their assets
outside the country just in case there is some
problem some day? Those who committed fraud
and escaped the country are known to live a life
of luxury there because they had already spirited
a large part of their assets abroad.
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The government has accepted the suggestion
of the Supreme Court ordered SIT that cash
expenditures of above Rs 3 lakhs should be
disallowed. But what is the mechanism for
detecting such transactions? Without that what
difference will there be? Currently, all manner
of high value illegal transactions take place and
the government is unable to detect them.
The problem of black economy needs to be
dealt with more holistically. (Kumar, 2017d)
Some short-term measures could be the
following, even though the problem is long term.
The limit for cash contribution could be made
zero. RTI should be applicable to political parties.
There is need for judicial accountability, and
time-bound hearing and disposal of cases. The
Election Commission should be able to disqualify
parties for violation of the Code.
VII. Conclusion
The Budget 2017-18 does not acknowledge
the external and the internal problems
confronting the economy and the country. It
therefore does not offer a solution. The FM
ended his speech with the lofty couplet: ‘When
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Aadhaar as money bill: If Speaker is
wrong, court can set it right, says SC
The bill was passed during the Budget session in 2016 after overruling
the amendments moved in Rajya Sabha
Utkarsh Anand
***EVEN AS it acknowledged the authority
of the Speaker in a Parliamentary democracy,
the Supreme Court Monday said the court would
not hesitate to correct a Speaker if he says “blue
is green”. The court was hearing a PIL filed by
Congress leader Jairam Ramesh, who had
challenged the Speaker’s decision to treat the
Aadhaar bill as a money bill. The bill was passed
during the Budget session in 2016 after
overruling the amendments moved in Rajya
Sabha.*** [Emphasis added.]

be passed by the Lok Sabha itself. Dealing with
the previous judgments of the apex court,
Chidambaram contended that power of judicial
review was not curtailed in cases of substantive
infraction of the provisions of the law and that
the decision of the Speaker could be deemed to
be final only in cases of procedural irregularities.
“This court has held that if there are
unconstitutionality and substantive infractions,
decision of the Speaker could also be judicially
reviewed,” he said.

“Yes, we have identified the role and authority
of the Speaker. But if the Speaker says blue is
green, we will ask the Speaker to say it is
blue…that we will set right,” said a bench led
by Chief Justice of India J S Khehar. The bench,
also comprising Justice N V Ramana, added:
“When we go wrong, larger benches set aside
our orders and correct it. So why cannot we do
it (vis a vis Speaker)?”

Countering his views, Attorney General Mukul
Rohatgi said that judgments have held that the
court had no power to sit in appeal over the
decisions of the Speaker and that proceedings
inside the House were immune. “The Speaker
is a high constitutional functionary. It cannot be
argued that the Speaker would certify all bills
as money bills. There is no question of this court
examining the Speaker’s decision,” said Rohatgi.

Representing Ramesh, senior lawyer and a
former minister in the UPA government P
Chidambaram said that Aadhaar, by no standard,
could be certified by the Speaker as a money
bill since it did not meet the conditions of Article
110(1) of the Constitution. “On the face of it,
we can show that it cannot be called a money
bill. The conditions are clear that a bill can be
certified as a money bill if it contains ‘only’ such
provisions that deal with the aspects mentioned
under Article 110,” argued Chidambaram.

Disagreeing with the AG’s argument, the
bench retorted that it appreciated the Speaker’s
peculiar position in the parliamentary democracy
but the court also had the power to correct his
decisions if they were brazenly wrong. At this,
Rohatgi said that Aadhaar was passed as a
money bill since it had to withdraw money from
the consolidated fund of India. “Under Article
110(1), there is a provision that a bill can be
passed as a money bill if its deals with provisions
‘incidental’ to the other essential conditions,”
he said.

He said that there was an apprehension that
any bill could be certified as a money bill to
dispense with the need to seek majority in the
Rajya Sabha since a money bill could very well
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The bench, on its part, accepted the AG’s
argument to some extent and told Chidambaram
that he would have to convince the court why
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they should interfere with the Speaker’s
decision. “Tentatively, we are not with you but
you can definitely convince us on the next date,”
said the bench, adjourning the matter for four
weeks. A Constitution Bench is expected to sit
during the summer vacation in May-June to

adjudicate a clutch of petition on the validity of
Aadhaar, especially in view of the concern
regarding right to privacy.
Courtesy indianexpress.com,
February 14, 2017

Let us not kill life on Planet Earth by
Polluting Natural Ecological Environment
Ramesh Korde
As observed by late Lord Russell that modern
world at present seems to be moving towards a
solution like that of antiquity, a social order
imposed by force, representing the will of
powerful rather than the hopes of common.
This represents exactly the present political,
economic and social scenario that is prevailing in
India today. This present day existing and
prevailing atmosphere cannot lead Indian people
to all round comprehensive freedom which is the
need of today for the emancipation and happiness
of Indian people at large.
One of our, the greatest scientist late C.V.
Raman had shown the way to come out of present
pernicious dilemma. He said that we live in age
of science. Most people think that science has
served humanity by producing electric light, motor
cars, aero planes etc. This is only a partial view.
In fact few realize the outlook that science has
produced during last hundred years. Science had
given us a new view of the universe. The future
of India depends on a courageous application of
scientific knowledge. As man learns to apply the
scientific method to the problem of everyday life
in that measure, he will rise and reach his allotted
height. Let the dogs of conservative, ignorance
and fanaticism bark, but the glorious caravan of
the Indian nation move on with irresistible force
(Ref. M N Roy)
The implication of the above observation by
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one of the greatest scientists, internationally
reputed personality, emphatically suggested that
the scientific, the application of the scientific
method that can help to solve the problem of life
of our people suffering at present. This scientific
outlook will obviously help the people to rejection
of obnoxious ideas, ideals institutions and
traditionally cherished as the peculiar feature of
Indian culture. This amounts to the posture of
standing with the face turned backward which
cannot be construed as progress towards
happiness of humanity.
Scientific outlook is the need of the day to help
our people to emancipation from the onslaught
of economic, political disgusting atmosphere
affecting adversely the life of common people
who are suffering the most at present in India.
Late Roy had defined the scientific outlook is
free from preconceived notions. It does not take
anything for granted. It does not admit miracles,
even occasional or partial. It seeks and eventually
finds the causes of every phenomena in order to
understand that particular phenomenon and its
connections with others. He further said that the
scientific method is inductive to reach the general
from the particular, the abstracts from the
concrete, the unknown from the known. The
religious spiritual view of life follows in contract
to the deductive method, to start from the
assumptions which can never be verified to
explain the phenomena in the light of an unknown
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and unknowable noumenon.
When human being first appeared as the result
of biological evolution he was all alone and
bewildered. He alone was physically incapable
to face the tyrannical carnivorous animals trying
to destroy his very existence, sought cooperation
of other individual human beings facing and
combating the same environment for self
preservation of all human beings life on planet
earth that is their home. This is how society must
have come into
existence for selfpreservation and to
develop harmonious
mutual relations
among humankind to
protect and grow
their existence.
Human being is a
live animal. Living being can never be static. It
evolves and the instinct of self-preservation
presses and leads to urge for progress. Ultimately
this instinctive urge for progress becomes the
governing norms of the entire process of the
evolution of society.
It is now well established that man is a creative
animal, genetically endowed with immense
potentialities. It is corroborated by growth of man
from savagery to present civilization and innate
urge for further growth very much alive in human
beings that can never be exhausted until and
unless all life including human life is completely
wiped out from the planet earth where life has
evolved. This is amply corroborated by the history
of growth of human beings.
Instinctively man is not a static being but a
creative animal. Thus creativity is rooted in man’s
instinctive urge for freedom and unending search
for knowledge extends his area of freedom and
freedom extends the areas of his creativity (late
Sibnarayan Ray).
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However, the present prevailing ecological
atmosphere imbalances, thwarts to irresponsible
and thoughtless industrialization is adversely
affecting the growth of creativity of human beings
and this has the potentialities to lead to
catastrophic effect on ecological balances that
sustains life on earth.
As some ecological experts have observed, if
the present trends continued, the world will be
more crowded, more pollutant, less stable
ecologically and more vulnerable to disruption
than the world we live in now. Serious
deterioration of agriculture soils will occur
worldwide. Atmospheric concentration of carbon
dioxide and ozone depleting chemicals are
expected to increase. Extinction of plants and
animals species will increase as their habitats
vanishes.
They had further observed that the current
trend of environment degradation if allowed to
unchecked, would reach a stage of upsetting and
disrupting the life supporting capabilities and
processes of earth.
The Bhopal gas tragedy in 1984 has been one
of the biggest industrial environmental disaster
causing death and disability of thousands of
people.
If the present trends continue, the human
condition will be bleak and earth will become
barren.
We are the witness to profound changes taking
place in our environment at a rapid pace. So
called green house gases causing a rise in earth’s
temperature, destruction of forests, protective
ozone layer being broken, acid precipitation
interfere with already fragile ecosystem. It is now
well known that a wide range of pollutants are
associated with diseases e.g. mercury with foetal
damage, lead with mental retardation
polychlorinated biphengls with leratogenic,
mutagenic with carcinogenic effects and
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radioactive materials with cancer. (This is
observation of ecological experts – excerpts from
an article)
While on one hand we have to continuously
struggle for clear water, air and dwelling units
for community health, on the other modern trend
towards chemicalization of life and reckless
destruction of ecosystem poses serious threat to
the health of the masses.
Environmental health problems are often the
result of development processes in which,
industrial, agricultural and economic objectives
that are being pursued without taking into account
possible harmful environmental repercussions,
generating unanticipated and sometimes
unprecedented health risks. Again poor of all
nations are frequently at a greater risk of exposed
to environmental hazards. They have very limited
access to corrective action.
The newly created imbalance in natural
phenomena has compelled human beings to think
furiously and to work check further to save all
life on planet earth that could prevent extinction
of living species.
Though significant progress has been made in
industry and the related activities like agriculture,
transport and energy and also in communication,
it has also led to sever developmental conflict
between man and man and also between man
and nature. It has caused blatant destruction of
the human conducive natural environment – air,
water, soil, noise, pollution, acid rains and
desertification, global warming and ozone
depletion.
Global issues like greenhouse effect
deforestation and the thinning of the ozone layer
affirm need for new economic thinking and new
ways of thinking about human civilizations
relationship with nature. The specter of
impending ecological collapse adds a renewed
sense of urgency to call for fundamental change
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that could lead to evolving a vision of a different
kind of society.
In the face of unprecedented threat from the
present polluted and contaminated natural
environmental atmosphere poses to very
existence and survival of all species. The present
power oriented political system and natural
environmental exploitation present capitalist
economic system do not have the potentialities
to save very existence of all life including human
life on the planet earth.
This needs the evolution of new alternative new
ways, new philosophy relating to save life on
earth that can help human beings to survive and
to grow.
Experience has emphatically proved that large
development projects often destroy prime
farmland, wildlife habitats and dwelling homes
of common people while at the same time
centralizing the control of local economy in fewer
elite hands.
At a time when present dominating capitalist
economic system is proving increasingly unable
to meet peoples even bear basic needs; a man
centered humanist movement envisaged by late
Roy can inspire the search for entirely new ways
of living and working together to save life on earth.
However late Roy (expired on 21st January
1954) then did not pay attention to ecological
polluted atmosphere as it was then not acute. It
was then called the club of Rome in 1974
highlighted the issue of ecological pollution and
cautioned the world the danger of ecological
pollution that is poisoning the natural environment.
Our present civilization appears to be racing
almost inexorably to a global catastrophic due to
polluted ecological atmosphere. This issue was
never acute during Roy’s life time. Therefore, it
was quite natural that he did not touch the issue
of ecological pollution and contamination that we
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are experiencing today.
However, one can safely infer from the basic
tenets of New Humanism expounded by late Roy.
It is essentially a philosophy of freedom for all
round growth of human life. First man has to exist
than only freedom could become meaningful.
Polluted and contaminated natural environmental
atmosphere is not conducive to the very existence
of human species and also for other animal life,
trees, vegetables etc. Only non-polluted, noncontaminated natural ecological atmosphere can
protect all life on our planet earth so that human
beings can enjoy freedom.
Therefore, by implication, it is intimately
connected with non-polluted ecological natural
ecological atmosphere endangers the existence
of all life on our planets. The most important basic
tenets of humanist philosophy is that human life
first have to exist then only it can enjoy freedom
to unfold his innate potentialities. Polluted natural
and contaminated environment have the
potentialities to kill life on the planet earth.
Therefore, it is quite natural that the earnest desire
to humanists is that natural atmosphere has to be
completely free from ecological contamination
for the very existence of all life including human
life. Then only humanity can enjoy freedom and
happiness on earth.

are forced to recognize the supreme importance
of the mutually beneficial harmonious relations
between man and nature. Only ecology free from
pollution and contamination can help humanity to
enjoy freedom and intellectual growth.
I ancient time, the various natural forces, wild
animals and inimical forces would have destroyed
human species. But today polluted ecological
natural environment resulting from thoughtless
industrialization has the potentialities to wipe out
completely all life on earth; even human life
cannot escape from it. This is not imposed by
any extraneous agency. It is solely the creation
of man and nobody else. He alone is responsible
and he alone can find remedial action.
Today w have reached to such a stage that on
urgent basis, human’s innate ingenuity has to find
way out to protect all life on earth. Pernicious
natural atmosphere is fast approaching, only
available means to humanity provided by human
history that can envisage corrective action to
improve natural atmosphere free from pollution
and contamination that can protect human life is
its innate rationality and reasoning faculty. Today
reason is in dormant condition among the large
section of people. It needs to be energized and
reawaken to save human life and also other life.

From the above humanist have to learn that
absolute and exclusive anthropological approach
is not enough because ecological pollution has
endangered the very existence of human being.
Therefore need is the first thing of any humanist
is clear and urgent emphasis on ecological
harmony between nature and man for his very
existence. Of course as human being, we cannot
ignore the welfare of humanity as our major
concern. But today we have to give up the
exclusive anthropocentric attitude when very
existence of human life is in danger due to
ecological pollution.

Historically when Homo Sapean first appeared
on earth he was required to face inimical natural
forces, wild animals that could have destroyed
his very existence. Today ecological pollution has
endangered the very existence of all life on our
planet earth if remedial action is ot taken on war
footing. The cooperative effort on the part of
human species is necessary to free and protect
all life with particular reference to human life
from the danger of extinction. Ecology free from
pollutant natural atmosphere can protect the
existence of human being to build up society
which helps him to live and grow.

For the very existence of human beings we

It is now well established that the urge for

34

March 2017

existence is the basic urge of all biological beings.
The same urge in human beings expresses in
human struggle for freedom from all inimical
forces including ecological pollution.
It is unchallengeable truth that man cannot live
by bread alone. Ofcourse it is necessary for its
survival but not enough. For his very existence,
man needs natural environment free from
ecological pollution which is at present inimical
to very existence of Homo Sapean.
A strong all pervasive human existence oriented
philosophy is the need of the day to combat the
existing senseless and anti-life existence
industrialization and other inimical forces that will
free the ecology from contamination and polluting
natural atmosphere that will protect the very
existence of human and all life on earth.
Therefore, our present age needs a human life
protecting oriented philosophy to make human
beings aware about ill effect of ecologically
polluted environment and incite their ingenuity to
find ways and means to improve ecological
environment that can protect and strengthen the
very existence of all life on our planet earth.
Our time call for a complete reorganization of
present social, political and economic ideas and
ideals so as to recognize the supreme importance
of ecological contamination and pollution
endangered the lives of all living beings on our
planet earth including human life.
Tentatively it can be safely said that the
philosophy of Radical Humanism propounded by
late Roy has the inbuilt capacity to reorient social,
political and economic ideas conducive to the
existence of human life not ignoring other lives
on planet earth.
Today greenhouse effect, deforestation and
thinning of ozone layer have become global issue
needs global outlook.
Ecological crises that we all are experiencing
today needs new politics, new economic system,
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a new ethics and new save earth movement.
Critical moral sensibility to reawakening life
saving impulses that can evolve new attitude
relating to save earth postulate that will inspire to
save life approach. In brief, need of the day is to
save all life on earth centered humanist
philosophy. Even ecological consideration dictates
that the new awareness of the biosphere must
now go hand in hand with democratically planned
production for need of humanity.
Therefore, in view of the above, the Radical
Humanists must incorporate today and
concentrate on the primary problem of human
living at present and not to forget needs of future
generation which is yet to be borned. Humanists
must vow to human and protect the global ecology
from pollution for ourselves and for generation
yet unborn. Scientific Humanism (also called
New Humanism or radical Humanism) is
universalized transcending parochial outdated
nationalism and religious orthodoxy has innate
potentialities to develop global outlook to draw
attention of all human beings to be aware of
ecological imbalance that will kill all life on our
planet. It is life living centered philosophy.
Today we have now reached a stage in human
history where humanists can ill afford to ignore
the present ecologically polluting atmosphere that
has potentialities to wipe out all life on planet earth.
Need of the day is life saving and growing
philosophy propounded by lat Roy. Its basic tenets
and urge is that divine power will never rescue
life of humanity and other live animals and also
life saving ecology because it does not exist. Man
alone is responsible for his destiny. He has to
marshal his intelligence, courage and compassion
to achieve his dream and aspiration. For this he
needs to be aware to preserve non-polluted
ecological environment to save and grow life on
earth. For this man first has to exist to fructify
his aspirations. For this he needs ecological
atmosphere free from pollution and contamination
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that is poisoning earth’s ecology.
The aim and object of Radical Humanism is to
make world a place to live in peace and prosperity
in respect of entire humankind and to create
world based on liberty, equality, fraternity and
social justice. For all these objectives to be
attained, he has to first live and exist. Only
ecology free from contamination and pollution
natural atmospheric environment can help to
strengthen his very live existence.
To achieve this Radical Humanism has
asserted empathically that only available means
to humankind to tackle and solve all problems,
even ecological pollution that is confronting them
is scientific outlook. It is free from pre-conceived
notions. It does not take anything for granted,
does not admit miracles, seeks and finds every
natural as well as social phenomena to
understand, its connection with life of humanity
that is evolved from nature.
Let us not kill nature that gave birth to all life
on our planet earth including human life by
polluting, contaminating and poisoning ecological

system that sustains all life on our planet earth
where life has evolved.
The main and important aim and objects of the
philosophy of Radical Humanism is freedom and
happiness of entire humanity living on earth and
within the confine of nature that is his motherland.
Let us not kill this motherland by poisoning,
polluting and contaminating its natural ecological
atmosphere. Only non-polluting, noncontaminating, non-poisonous ecological
environment can sustain human life on our planet
earth. This is the most essential and inexhaustible
condition for all round progress of humanity.
Humanists must give first priority to this in their
agenda.
Date: 2 December 2016
Mr. Ramesh Korde is a Radical Humanist
of 89 years of age, associated with the
Radical Humanist movement since 1950.
Contact Nos: Telephone No. (079) 26745389
Mobile No. 09879545389
Email: sudhesh1959@gmail.com and
sudhesh1959@yahoo.co.in
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Humanist Activities:
Report:

Rationalist Humanist Study Camp
organised at Inkollu, Prakasam District

Radical Humanist Center, Inkollu, A.P., Celebrated its 26th Anniversary from 11th to
12th February 2017 at Radical Humanist Bhavan in Inkollu, Prakasam District, A.P. Rationalists
and Humanists of two Telugu states attended the celebration. On the occasion Rationalist
Humanist study Camp was organized for two days. An open meeting was conducted after the
camp in which prizes were distributed.
During the study camp the following subjects were discussed
1.

Religion - Science

2.

Physical Realism - Dialectical Materialism

3.

Geomancy - Yoga – Astrology

4.

Nature of Universe - Humanism

5.

Rationalist Humanist movement

6.

Party-less Democracy - Humanocracy

The speakers on these subjects were:
1. Shaik Babu

-

Treasurer, RAI

2. SVSP Varma

-

President, BNS

3. Gumma Veeranna

-

President, APRA

4. Kari Hari Babu

-

General Secretary, RHC

5. Shaik Darya Vali

-

General Secretary, APRA

6. Aluri Prafulla Chandra

-

Writer
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7. Meduri Satyanarayana -

General Secretary, RAI

8. Kurra Hanumantha Rao-

President, RAI

9. Meduri Satyanarayana -

General Secretary, RAI

A book of 450 pages by Dr. Gumma Veeranna “Ravipudi Venkatadri writings-Rationalism
and Humanism” which had been awarded Ph.d by Telugu University, was released by Kurra
Hanumantha Rao.
Three other books were released on this occasion written by Ravipudi and Nemali Chandrasekhar
In the Afternoon of 12th an open meeting was held which was presided over by Meduri
Satyanarayana. The Activities of Radical Humanist Center were discussed by the prominent
members of RHC. Vatsavai Narayana Raju, President, RHC, Distributed the gifts to the students
who won prizes in Essay writing and Elocution competition.
Report: Dr. Gumma Veeranna, President, APRA

Human Rights Section:
NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION HOLDS SEMINAR ON ‘BONDED
LABOUR’ IN SOLIDARITY WITH ‘BONDED LOVE’ I.E. VALENTINE DAY

Today I attended National Seminar on ‘Bonded Labour’ organized by National
Human Rights Commission at New Delhi. It was a music to ear to listen when Dr.
Sanjay Dubey, Director, NHRC declared in his ‘Vote of Thanks’ address that NHRC
had specially chosen to hold the seminar on 14th Feb. in solidarity with ‘Valentine Day’.
N.D. Pancholi

Articles/Reports for The Radical Humanist
Dear Friends,
Please mail your articles/reports for publication in the RH to: mahipalsinghrh@gmail.com, or
theradicalhumanist@gmail.com or post them to: E-21/5-6, Sector- 3, Rohini, Delhi- 110085.
Please send your digital passport size photograph and your brief resume if it is being sent for the
first time to the RH.
A note whether it has also been published elsewhere or is being sent exclusively for the RH
should also be attached with it.
- Mahi Pal Singh, Editor, The Radical Humanist

Reader’s Comment
Mahipal ji
I returned from the Egypt tour and saw the RH on line. I could see your hard work and effort
behind the latest edition (February 2017)
Innaiah
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Database State to Surveillance State
UID/Aadhaar-based surveillance does not end with the collection of
fingerprints and iris scan, it goes quite beyond it and poses a lethal threat
to the idea of India, says Gopal Krishna.
Gopal Krishna
Both the US National Security Agency and
the World Bank Group have a different and
benevolent sounding meaning in mind.
‘Even among IMF staff,’ the publication
admits, ‘those questions did not yield uniform
answers.’
This incomprehension among them is
understandable because it admittedly means
‘close observation especially of a suspected
person.’
Heads of financial institutions, the US
president and the Indian prime minister appear
to be busy getting this dictionary meaning of
‘surveillance’ changed through their powers of
persuasion, peer pressure and advertising to
avoid confusion that still exists despite relentless
and sincere efforts at least since 1974.
Public institutions seem to have been taken
for a ride.
‘If surveillance was to have any substance,’
the IMF publication states, ‘the Fund would
have to develop that influence: Through the
power of persuasion (Fund management and
staff to country authorities), through peer
pressure (country to country in the forum of
the Fund), and through publicity (Fund to the
public).’
‘The relative merit of each of these channels
was always the subject of much debate. Was
publicity appropriate, or would it conflict with
and even nullify the benefits of persuasion and
peer pressure?’
The publication uses the word ‘Fund’ to refer
to the IMF.
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‘Did surveillance mean that the IMF was
expected to be a financial Interpol, seeking out
and punishing errant behaviour, or should its role
be more that of a faithful confidant of those
entrusted with implementing macroeconomic
policies around the world?’ the IMF asks itself.
Have most public institutions in India become
a ‘faithful confidant’ of the World Bank Group?
There is a revelation in the publication that
the IMF is concerned with the ‘viability of
military spending’ as well.
The IMF took a formal position on the role of
military spending in national economic policy in
October 1991.
At that time, its executive directors concluded
that, ‘As military expenditure can have an
important bearing on a member’s fiscal policy
and external position, information about such
expenditure may be necessary to permit a full
and internally consistent assessment of the
member’s economic position and policies.’
If this is not an exercise in surveillance, which
admittedly sounds ‘terrible’, what else is it?
Earlier, on April 23, 2010, the World Bank
launched its eTransform Initiative by signing a
memorandum of understanding with France and
South Korea besides transnational companies
like L-1 Identity Solutions, IBM, Gemalto, Pfizer
and others.
The World Bank is currently funding 14
projects related to e-government and e-ID
around the world.
The Supreme Court judges may have
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missed watching Gattaca, a 1997 film
written and directed by Andrew Niccol
which dwells on a genetic registry database
that uses biometrics to classify ‘valids’ and
‘in-valids.’

Unique Identification Authority of India, was
given the ID Limelight Award at the ID World
International Congress 2010 in Milan, Italy,
wherein Safran Morpho (of the Safran group)
was a key sponsor of the ID Congress.

If the 12-digit biometric UID/Aadhaar
number-based surveillance is not
abandoned the way it has been abandoned
in China, Australia, the Philippines, the US,
the UK and other countries, the court will
soon be dealing with ‘valid’ and ‘invalid’
Indians.

Its subsidiary, Sagem Morpho Security Pvt
Ltd, had been awarded a contract for the
purchase of biometric authentication devices on
February 2, 2011, by UIDAI.

The emergence of such architecture
poses a lethal threat to the very idea of
India. (Emphasis added)
Referring to the incident of surveillance
of his mobile phones, in an article titled My
Call Detail Records and A Citizen’s Right
to Privacy (external link) published in
Gujarati, Hindi, Urdu and English, Arun
Jaitley, then the Leader of the Opposition
in the Rajya Sabha, wrote, ‘This incident
throws up another legitimate fear. We are
now entering the era of the Adhaar number.
The government has recently made the
existence of the Adhaar number as a
condition precedent for undertaking
several activities; from registering
marriages to execution of property
documents. Will those who encroach upon
the affairs of others be able to get access
to bank accounts and other important
details by breaking into the system? If this
ever becomes possible the consequences
would be far messier.’ (Emphasis added)
It is clear that once lawmakers become
part of the government, they become
enlightened about the benefits of
surveillance. (Emphasis added)
It is relevant to reiterate in this context that
Nandan Nilekani, the then chairman of the
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Coincidentally, in 2009, a similar award was
given to the head of Pakistan’s National
Database Registration Authority which
successfully implemented a UID/Aadhaar-like
project, which has been shared with authorities
in the US as per cables (external link) leaked
by Wikileaks.
Is it a coincidence that Morpho sponsored the
award to the chairman, UIDAI, and the former
got a contract from the latter?
It may also be noted that UIDAI awarded
contracts to three companies — Satyam
Computer Services Ltd (Mahindra Satyam), as
part of a ‘Morpho-led consortium’, L-1 Identity
Solutions Operating Company and Accenture
Services Pvt Ltd of US for the ‘implementation
of biometric solution for UIDAI’ on July 30,
2010.
Following the Central Information
Commission’s intervention in the matter of
application filed by Colonel Mathew Thomas,
an octogenarian defence scientist, and
submissions by the author on his behalf, UIDAI
shared its contract agreement with French and
US biometric technology companies, but crucial
pages are missing from the contract agreement
after the CIC heard the matter on September
10, 2013.
When this was pointed out to the new
information commissioner, he ordered the
registrar, CIC, to check compliance by UIDAI’s
earlier order.
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The registrar then informed that the new
information commissioner has allowed UIDAI
to furnish limited financial information.

2007, Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs
(Department) lost two discs containing a copy
of the entire child benefit database.’

In effect, he changed the earlier order of the
CIC without the authority to do so.

Only blind faith in a Utopian State can persuade
people to think that they have nothing to fear after
trusting their personal sensitive information to a
Database State.

The writ petition (civil) No 9143/2014 in this
regard is pending in the Delhi high court. The
next date of hearing has been fixed for February
21, 2017.
In the meanwhile, J Satyanarayana’s
appointment as part-time UIDAI chairman on
September 6, 2016, does not inspire even an
iota of confidence.

If a UID/Aadhaar-enabled Biometric
Attendance System is indeed a ‘digital equivalent’
of an ‘age-old attendance register,’ why did the
National Human Rights Commission object to a
radio collar which can also be argued by sophists
to be a ‘digital equivalent’?

On pages 46-47, the report by the
Parliamentary Standing Committee on
Information Technology that examined the work
of the department of electronics and information
technology (DeitY), ministry of communications
and information technology, asked about the
surveillance by the US National Security
Agency.

Notably, the Union ministry of external affairs
agreed with the NHRC’s assessment.

Satyanarayana, as secretary, DeitY, formally
communicated that India has no problem if they
conduct surveillance for metadata, in fact it is
acceptable and tolerable but ‘incursion into the
content will not be tolerated and is not tolerable.’

‘We have also strongly protested the radio
collars as unacceptable, which should be
removed immediately.’

Notably, the ministry of electronics and
information technology, which was formed by
giving the status of a ministry to DeitY, has been
misleading state governments, the media and
citizens.

The Union minister of external affairs informed
Parliament that some 18 students were detained
and released in the US with radio monitoring
devices on their ankles, pending completion of
investigations for possible involvement in
irregularities.

If the ‘digital equivalent’ means biometric
equivalent as well, then radio collar and DNAbased identity and attendance will also be deemed
equivalent to ‘age-old attendance register.’
It is quite evident that such claims are deeply
misleading.

The old maxim, If you have nothing to hide,
you have nothing to fear, has been given a very
public burial. This has been thoroughly debunked.

Giorgio Agamben, the 74-year-old Italian
philosopher who has been teaching at the
University of Venice and New York University,
predicted in 2004 that the ‘bio-political tattooing’
is the precursor to what would later turn into a
normal identity registration of a good citizen.

Notably, this myth is attributed to Nazi
propaganda minister Joseph Goebbels. Database
State, a report from the UK, states: ‘In October

It provides continuity between the world of the
Nazi concentration camp and contemporary
democracy.

The idea of UID was incubated in this very
department.
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It paves the way for a genocidal liberal order.
Biometrics ‘concerns the enrollment and filing
away of the most private and incommunicable
aspect of subjectivity,’ which consequents into
the capture of the human body by the authorities
for good.
Till now such assault on the private human body
was an exception, now it is becoming the norm.
Surveillance has been used as a tool to shape
the relationship between the citizen and the State.
Both identification and surveillance have coexisted since time immemorial, but it is now
assuming frightening architecture with the
marriage of statistics of biological characteristics,
and biometric technology with digital sculpture.
The reference to ‘such other biological
attributes’ in Section 2 (g) of Aadhaar (Targeted
Delivery of Financial and Other Subsidies,
Benefits and Services) Act, 2016, and the
definition of ‘biometrics’ under the Information
Technology (Reasonable security practices and
procedures and sensitive personal data or
information) Rules, 2011 under section 87 read
with section 43A of Information Technology Act,
2000 underlines that it includes ‘the technologies
that measure and analyse human body
characteristics, such as “fingerprints”, “eye
retinas and irises”, “voice patterns”, “facial
patterns”, “hand measurements” and “DNA” for
authentication purposes.’
It is abundantly clear that the plan of UID/
Aadhaar-based surveillance does not end with
the collection of fingerprints and iris scan, it goes
quite beyond it.
According to the Concise Oxford Dictionary,
surveillance means ‘close observation, especially
of a suspected person’.
So far the Supreme Court has not had the
occasion to examine the most glaring aspect of
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cyber biometric surveillance, which entails close
observation of all the present and future Indians
indiscriminately as suspects.
Notably, colonial powers had suspect
identification offices in Egypt and India after the
development of biometric identification by Sir
Francis Galton, an English eugenicist who
supported slavery.
In the book Imprint of Raj: How
Fingerprinting was born in Colonial India,
Chandak Sengoopta (2003) reveals how
biometric identification technique was fine-tuned
by the Bengal police.
Eugenics and slavery have long been
abandoned, the scientific claims of biometrics too
have been found to be dubious (external link)
by reputed institutions.
If surveillance is not a big deal, why is Edward
Snowden in Moscow since June 23, 2013?
Why is Australian journalist Julian Assange in
Ecuadorian embassy in London since July 19,
2012?
And why was Chelsea Elizabeth Manning
(formerly Bradley Edward Manning) sentenced
to 35 years imprisonment in August 2013?
If surveillance is indeed such an innocent act,
then why is the entire US establishment paranoid
about surveillance from Russia?
Isn’t the word ‘surveillance’ being made to
sound benign as desired by the IMF?
Courtesy Rediff.com, January 31, 2017.
Gopal Krishna is member, Citizens Forum
for Civil Liberties, and appeared before the
Parliamentary Standing Committee on
Finance that examined and trashed the
UID/Aadhaar Bill, 2010. He is editor,
www.toxicswatch.org
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