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With new evidence coming to the fore with

every passing day from all corners, it is

becoming increasingly clear that Prime Minister

Narendra Modi’s move of demonetising the high

value currency notes of Rs. 500 and Rs. 1,000

had nothing noble about it – neither in its aim

nor in its implementation. It was directed at

exploiting the people’s nationalistic anger and

sentiment of fighting terrorism, particularly

terrorism supported from across the border,

corruption, and black money, and make them

suffer happily and voluntarily, even more than

they had been suffering, with the false promise

of making India a happy land and heaven, free

from all these vices. It was also an exercise at

diverting the attention of the suffering people

away from sky rocketing prices of essential

commodities, vegetables, fruit and other

everyday needs under which they had been

reeling continuously for about two years of

BJP’s rule. It was also an exercise at turning

the anger and disillusionment of the people

against the BJP’s rule which was nowhere

people centric as against its poll promises, into

support for the BJP and even more than that

for its Prime Minister, Narendra Modi personally,

by arousing the sacrificial sentiments of the

people. Never did the Prime Minister tell the

nation that in this policy of moving towards the

cashless regime, of which demonetization of high

value currency was an important part, he was

following the directions of the United States

Agency for International Development

(commonly known as USAID), Bill and Melinda

Gates Foundation, Citi Foundation, Ford

Foundation, Mastercard, Omidyar Network and

Visa Inc. and that granting of new payment bank

licence to PayTM along with ten other agencies

in July 2015 was part of that well-thought-out

plan to hand over the payments and transactions

business regime to the international masters and

manipulators of economies of the world, and

particularly those of the developing and under-

developed countries.  The purpose was not to

eliminate black money and terrorism but to allow

the exploitation of the Indian masses to the

extent of plunder, by forcing them into using the

instruments of transfer of money like debit and

credit cards floated by these agencies, in the

name of transaction fee chargeable by these

money handling international agencies.

According to a study conducted by India’s

largest organisation of manufacturers the All

India Manufacturers’ Organisation (AIMO),

which represents over 3 lakh micro, small scale,

and medium and large scale industries engaged

in manufacturing and export activities, in the

first 34 days since demonetisation, micro-small

scale industries suffered 35 per cent job losses

and a 50 per cent dip in revenue. AIMO has

also projected a drop in employment of 60 per

cent and loss in revenue of 55 per cent before

March 2017. How can then the labourers who

have lost their jobs and small factory owners

who had to close their factories be made to

believe that the demonetisation and the

subsequent plan to shift to cashless regime can

in any way bring about the welfare of the toiling

masses?

It was not without reason that the bank

employees’ and officers’ unions called for an

all-India strike on February 7 demanding solution

to the demonetisation problems and recovery

of bad loans of which the government is wholly

oblivious or has turned its head to the other side

wantonly because these bad loans have been

taken by the richest few of the country towards
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whom they are sympathetic. The unions also

alleged that when the ordinary and common
people are made to face such problems “in the
name of curbing black money”, the big

defaulters of bank loans are getting “scot-free”.
“No action is being taken against the increasing
menace of huge bad loans in the banks except

provisions from profits, write-offs and desperate
sale of NPAs (non-performing assets),” said
AIBOA General Secretary S. Nagarajan. In a

joint statement, the All India Bank Employees
Association (AIBEA), All India Bank Officers
Association (AIBOA) and the Bank Employees

Federation of India (BEFI) also alleged that ever
since the central government announced the
demonetisation scheme on November 8, 2016,

the entire banking sector plunged into turmoil.
The unions also alleged that there was no
transparency in supply of cash to banks. “While

most of our banks are still suffering from short
supply of cash, one cannot understand how a
few private banks get uninterrupted cash

supply!” said BEFI’s General Secretary Pradip
Biswas on Jan 21, 2017. It was reported that
when branches were starved of cash supply,

huge new currency notes were found with some
big people.

It is a known fact that most of the black money

is stashed in foreign banks and a lot of it comes

back as foreign direct investment (FDI) and

finds place in business and share market but

when the government is itself running after more

and more FDI, how can it proceed to tab the

source of that money. Internally, the biggest

chunk of black money is invested in the real

estate and gold and it is also a very well known

fact that the former thrives on the strength on

black money. As every sale and purchase of

property involves 3 to 7 times of black money

over and above the circle rates, it pushes up the

prices of property to the extent that no person

can think of purchasing a house with his honestly

earned money. Public bodies like the Delhi

Development Authority, which were erected to

develop land and housing and sell them to people

at low and affordable rates, became dens of

corruption and they pushed the prices of

residential units so high that ordinary people

cannot buy them with honestly earned money.

When people find it difficult, nay impossible,

to lead an honourable life honestly, they tend to

become corrupt – and once corrupt, there is no

limit to which they can go. But this is the tale of

ordinary people who become corrupt because

they have no means to add to their income

honestly. What of those politicians, most of

whom are thoroughly corrupt and own assets

worth thousands of crores by looting public

money, and builders, contractors, bureaucrats

including IAS and IPS officers, engineers,

doctors, policemen, and public servants working

in municipal corporations, rationing offices and

social service departments and businessmen

who have made education and healthcare their

happy looting grounds? Public schools, wrongly

called so because they are private school, have

become centres of looting the pubic, shops of

education they should in fact be called, charging

very high arbitrarily fixed fee, all schools, for

example, in Rohini area in Delhi charging Rs.

9,000/- per month even for a nursery or play-

way school level child. Private hospitals charge

between Rs. 25,000/- and 1.5 lakh or more for

a stent imported for Rs. 5,000/- only. Those who

run these schools (a lot of them are owned by

politicians) and hospitals amass huge amounts

of black money. Over the years all of them have

become so powerful through corruption that one

cannot visualize a corruption-free Indian society.

Unless all these sources of generation of black

money are plugged, not an easy job to do in any

case, mere cosmetic moves like demonetisation

and cashless economy cannot control black

money or corruption.

In fact, when most of those who have been
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entrusted with the responsibility of ensuring a

corruption-free, egalitarian society have ganged

themselves up for exploiting every available

source to empower and enrich themselves and

their families, every declaration by them of

bringing in Ramrajya seems hollow like their

pre-poll election jumlas with no hope of

anything like what they claim to bring in. The

fact that 1% of our elite control and own 58%

of the whole money, and it has been growing

with every passing year, is enough to prove

in which direction we have been and are

moving. That demonetisation and cashless

economy will bring huge benefits to the people

in future are also nothing more than hollow

slogans, meant to keep people looking

towards them and continuing to support them,

in the hope of gaining those benefits, by

handing over political power to them again

and again. Those who have lost – money,

employment, their family members etc. –

during the period they were making sacrifices

supposedly for a national cause, have lost

them, and those who will benefit from these

moves are well defined and they will gain and

gain surely. So long as we continue to pawn

our reasoning and believe them blindly we are

destined to suffer and make sacrifices

perpetually again and again – in the name of

one nationalist cause or the other, for their

benefits only. We have to examine our

democracy which has stopped functioning

‘for the people’ and clean it up of those

elements who blackmail and befool us in the

name of nationalism, patriotism, jingoism, high

cultural values, gods and goddesses, religion

and caste etc. only to perpetuate their own

rule. We have to learn to question if we want

to reach the truth and to oppose and agitate,

or live in a fool’s paradise perpetually.

Thos who have conceived the idea of a Renaissance as a historical necessity know

fully well that the great thinkers of ancient India made valuable contribution to the

common human heritage. There are two aspects of human thought. One is temporary.

That aspect of thought is valid for one particular period of history, but loses its force

in another period of changed social environments. But there is an abiding under

current throughout the history of human thought.  In the absence of that, culture,

progress, civilization would be impossible.  Whenever mankind comes to a dead end,

to what appears to be a dead end, it naturally looks back, trying to draw courage and

inspiration from the abiding features in past traditions.  It is necessary to discover the

abiding features of the culture and thought currents of ancient India.  If they can help

us to visualize what is in store for us in the future, it will surely be worthwhile to dig in

the past.  We must dig deep in the mountainous heap of rubbish which has been built

up as the bulwark of age- long stagnation, and which is mistakenly cherished even

today as our heritage.

                                                                         M.N. Roy

 SEARCH FOR OUR ABIDING HERITAGE
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It is hard to believe that the government

financed Khadi Board printed Prime Minister

Narender Modi’s picture in the familiar pose of

Mahatama Gandhi sitting behind

the charkha, spinning the yarn, without PMO’s

permission. Probably somebody at the lower

level allowed the Board to go ahead. The furor

in the public was so strong that the contradiction

was inevitable.

Even then PMO was not as strong as it should

have been. In fact, a stern warning should have

been issued there and then so that such

examples of indiscretion do not go unpunished

in future. This might have chastened those who,

on one pretext or the other, violate the dignity

of Republic, not realizing that they are insulting

themselves.

 Only the other day, the standing of people

was made mandatory when the national anthem

was played. People still do not respect the order

and open the doors of cinemas even though they

are bolted from inside. They think that it was a

government’s order which they did not have to

obey.              

 They do not seem to realize that the national

anthem and the Republic’s flag are sacred

because they represent the nation’s honour and

sovereignty. People would have to realize

themselves that no order or law can instill

patriotism. It is their own feelings which should

assert whenever the choice is between what

benefits the nation and what benefits an

individual or party.

Gandhiji himself was conscious of people’s

feelings. As I wrote earlier he stopped his prayer

meeting when someone objected to the

recitation of Quran. He resumed it only when

the person concerned withdrew his opposition.

Gandhiji was, however, more successful in

Kolkata where the

then Chief Minister

Huseyn Shaheed

Suhrawardy had

declared the Muslim

League’s action plan

in response to the

Congress Satyagarh.

The action plan

turned into a massacre

of Hindus and Sikhs with the connivance. There

was retaliation, taking the lives of thousands.

Gandhiji went to Kolkata and asked the people

to give him their weapons. Even the most

affected ones surrendered the arms within 24

hours. Lord Mountbatten, who was then the

governor general, remarked that the armed

forces were of little consequence and one man

force had done the job.

India has traversed a long way since then. It

has less faith in pluralism than before. The

border drawn on the basis of religion has diluted

secularism. But the fault is that of Congress,

not that of Muslim League which had demanded

from day one the grouping of Muslim majority

provinces into a separate, sovereign Islamic

state. The Congress which represented secular

ethos is itself going away from its ideals.

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, a tall Muslim

leader, had warned the Muslims that if they did

not feel safe in the undivided India where they

could say that though less in number they were

equal share holders in post independent India

fortunes. But the Muslims were then riding a

high horse and were bent upon having even a

‘moth eaten Pakistan’. They have inherited a

country which is bound to discriminate between

Muslims and others. In fact, the living condition,

whatever their number, is pitiable. There are

Ridiculing the Mahatama

Kuldip Nayar
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forced conversions of non-Muslim girls marrying

to Muslim boys.   

The Maulana’s warning has come true.

Roughly 18 crore Muslims have practically no

say in the governance of the country. Their plight,

as the Sachar report on Indian Muslims said

was worse than that of dalits. Politically, they

have ceased to matter. Nor do they assert

themselves lest the Hindu chauvinism should

take a still more virulent shape.

However, the Muslims are themselves

hardening their position. The Kashmiris are

already behaving as if they are independent. At

the time of accession, the popular leader Sheikh

Abdullah had supported the Maharaja because

he was fighting against the tribals including

regular troops from Pakistan. It is a different

story that he opposed New Delhi when it went

beyond the three subjects, Defence, Foreign

Affairs and Communication.

Chief Minister Mahbooba Mufti has been

criticized by the Kashmiris for having met Prime

Minister Narender Modi, who they said, was a

‘Hindu’s leader’. They conventionally forget

that he is India’s Prime Minister. Whether they

support his views or not— many do not in

India— is not relevant because he came to

power after winning 262 seats in the 540-

member Lok Sabha.

The example of Zaira Wasim from Kashmir
is before us. She acted admirably in a film and,
as Amir Khan, director and producer, said in a

message that she was brilliant. But the pressure
of separatists in the Valley was so much that
she had to say in a TV interview that she was

‘ashamed’ of what she had done, disowning her
role in the film. Her message was poignant: Girls
should not follow her example as if she was

telling them about the ordeals she had gone
through.

That means that those who are wanting to
establish a separate, sovereign Islamic Republic
in the Valley are far from satisfied. They know

that their opponent is the Indian army. But they
go on fighting to register Kashmir’s demand for
independence. I found them, when I went to

Srinagar, relentless.

New Delhi would have to talk to the separatists
and see if they could accept real autonomy

within India, asking them that India would not
spread itself beyond the three subjects: Foreign
Affairs, Defence and Communication.

(Kuldip Nayar is a veteran syndicated

columnist catering to around 80 newspapers

and journals in 14 languages in India &

abroad. kuldipnayar09@gmail.com)

The Radical Humanist on Website

February 2015 onwards ‘The Radical Humanist’ is available at http://

www.lohiatoday.com/ on Periodicals page, thanks to Manohar Ravela who administers

the site on Ram Manohar Lohia, the great socialist leader of India. Only the logo/the

name of the magazine needs to be clicked for opening it.

Now the books by M.N. Roy are available at this website under the section

‘Socialist Movement’ and then going to the dedicated page for “collected works”.

They may be downloaded from there and read.

                    - Mahi Pal Singh
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Modi Cult Building Is Part of Hindu

Rashtra Building
Under a planned strategy, there is no walk of life where PM Modi is

not present - Baba Ramdev seems to be the only one in competition

Shamsul Islam

There has been a universal belief among the

modern historians and political scientists that

history does not repeat ever. But recent

happenings in the ‘largest’ democracy, India and

the ‘greatest’ democracy, USA seem to have

presented a challenge to the above dictum. It

was in the mid-20th Century that world

witnessed the rise of totalitarian ideologies like

Nazism and Fascism in Germany and Italy.

Generally, we know how these two debased

ideologies under the leadership of Hitler and

Mussolini came to power leading to the World

War II which caused unparalleled death,

devastation and misery to the world. But

another fact not much known is that both Hitler

in Germany and Mussolini in Italy came to

power through prevalent constitutional system

in their respective countries. They were able

to use weaknesses of the constitutional systems

in their countries and turned the polities into

unbridled dictatorships, themselves becoming

cults.

India and USA seem to have gone through

the same process and towards the same end.

Narendra Bhai Modi, a seasoned pracharak

(whole-timer) of the RSS who was

described decades back as ‘fascist-in-

making’ by a renowned Indian sociologist,

and criticized even by the Supreme Court of

India for his handling of the Gujarat Genocide

of 2002, became Prime Minister of India in 2014

with only 30% of the polled votes. Donald

Trump, a self-declared dictator who vowed to

cleanse US of all Muslims, ban entry of Muslims

in US, throw all Hispanics specially Mexicans

(mostly poor Christians) in jails, shut down

United Nations and shut

inconvenient media is soon

to be sworn as the 45th

President of USA.

Incidentally, his defeated

Democratic contender, Hillary Clinton secured

65,316,724 popular votes while the victor, Donald

Trump could get only 62,719,568 votes. Both

the leaders became rulers of their respective

countries due to in-built infirmities in the electoral

process of both the countries.

The similarity between Modi and Trump is

not confined to the faulty process through which

they have been elected. Both of them love

unbridled power and hate even an iota of

dissent. However, it is being observed that Trump

after election as President has mellowed down

a bit. US will not be cleansed of all Muslims,

their entry not barred; only criminals out of

Hispanics will be put behind bars and

independence of media will be honoured.

However, the ‘largest’ democracy, India under

Modi is traversing a different path.  Modi, a

seasoned RSS cadre, was moulded into a political

leader by the 2nd boss of the RSS and most

important ideologue of it, MS Golwalkar,

described by renowned historian,

Ramachandra Guha, as Guru of Hate. Modi

remained committed to the Hindutva politics and

to the cause of replacing democratic-secular

Constitution of India with the Manusmriti which

decrees sub-human status to Sudras (Dalits)

and Hindu women. He played highly partisan

role during Gujarat violence of 2002.

Interestingly, when he was the chief minister of

Gujarat in 2013, while talking to the Reuters
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correspondents in July 2013, identified himself

as ‘Hindu nationalist’ thus disowning the tag of

Indian nationalist.

When Modi became PM of India it was hoped

that as PM of a democratic-secular polity he

would put under check his extra-constitutional

love for Hindutva political designs and try to

get rid of his Hindu nationalist tag. In fact, he

had promised in his election addresses that he

would not be a ‘raja’ but ‘servant’ of the Indian

people, there would be minimum government

and motto of his government would be ‘sab ka

saath-sab ka vikas’ (with everybody for

everybody’s development). Before entering

Parliament House after elevation as PM he

kissed the floor describing the former as temple

of democracy. It was hoped by political analyst

that working in the framework of 7 decade old

democratic-secular Indian constitutional system

Modi and his team would get democratized and

secularized.

Unfortunately, all these hopes have been

totally belied. In the history of post-

independence India, we had only one example

when cult around a personality was built. It was

during the rule of Indira Gandhi that India was

equated with Indira Gandhi and vice versa.

How much damage it did to Indian polity and

her own party Congress are still fresh in our

memories. Presently, the ‘servant’ of Indian

people, Modi has become India and India is

Modi. The issue is not confined to the fact that

all powers of governance have been centralized

in the office of PM Modi. Under a planned

strategy there is no walk of life where PM

Modi is not present. Highways, bus stands,

educational institutions, railway stations,

airports, government/corporate offices and

every other public place one finds PM

Modi peeping at you. Media print or

electronic have one face only; of our PM

(Baba Ramdev seems to be the only one

in competition).

The Modi cult builders are devising newer
methods to make his face all pervasive. The
advertisements of every ministry or government

department are displaying only one frame, that
is of our PM’s photo, even visuals of the
concerned ministers have disappeared. One

startling fact about Modi’s omnipresence

through photos is that he is never seen in

the same attire. It can be observed in his

daily appearances that he never duplicates

a dress. The Indian State must be running

a unit of dress fabrication for its PM (as

was the case during the times of native

rulers during the British rule), surely for

the first time in post-independence history.

If we are not short of memory, half a million+
rupees worth dress of his which he wore after
becoming PM did create ripples. But later

developments proved that it was no aberration

but a pattern to be followed religiously.

The whole issue should not be confused with

what our PM puts on as dress. In a poor country

where multitude of Indians remain deprived of

proper basic clothing, we the Indians may have

the solace that at least our PM is dressed in the

finest multiple attires and will soon get global

recognition as the ‘Best dressed PM of the

world’. The far more serious issue is that it

starts with our PM and ends with him.

In order to understand the real issue, we need

to take note of two recent examples. The

government of India comes out with a

national calendar on each new year. 2017

calendar has 12 visuals with dates of each

month. In all the 12 pages, it is PM Modi

who is omnipresent. His presence in the

visuals is shown in the crudest manner and

is to be seen and believed. In one visual PM

is working on charkha with a group of women.

He is not sitting with other women spinners but

for him a raised platform is put in front where a
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spot light focuses on him only. The ugliest part

is that women in the background are shown not

spinning but in the posture of namaste. When

in the earlier Indian history, a leader sat on a

pedestal, light focusing on him only, while doing

collective spinning is a matter of serious

research.

All this has had its effect and there are hordes

of sycophants which have elevated our PM to

a status higher than the Father of the Nation,

MK Gandhi. A senior RSS cadre who happens

to be the health minister of Haryana has

demanded replacement of Gandhi portrait on

Indian currency with the portrait of PM Modi.

In a more shocking revelation this semi-literate

(a far more dangerous status than being illiterate)

RSS/BJP leader declared: “Such is the name of

Gandhi, the moment his picture was printed on

the currency note, Indian currency has

undergone devaluation.”It will not be surprising

if in next few months the present Reserve Bank

Governor decides to print a series of Indian

currency notes with Mahatma Modi’s photo,

each note having Modi’s photo in different attire.

It is sure that all this is not happening without

the green signal from our PM himself as he

keeps track of minutest details, nothing escapes

his attention. Some analyst of human

psychology has explained this cult building as

a neurological disorder and a feeling of

insecurity. This may not be the whole truth.

The reality is that Modi was groomed into a

political leader by Guru Golwalkar and this Guru

as an ideologue of RSS despised democracy

and sharing of power. What kind of political

system the RSS wanted to run was made

clear from the following words of MS

Golwalkar’s speech which he delivered

before the 1350 top level cadres of the

RSS at Resham Bagh, the RSS

headquarters at Nagpur in 1940: “RSS

inspired by one flag, one leader and one

ideology is lighting the flame of Hindutva

in each and every corner of this great

land.” Modi as loyal cadre of RSS and an

obedient pupil of his Guru is only trying

to make it happen. It may be a matter of

immense pleasure to our PM Modi and his team

that this dictum of one flag, one leader and

one ideology was directly borrowed from the

programmes of Nazi and Fascist parties of

Europe which RSS wants to execute in India

in order to get rid of minorities. The only

problem is that they are oblivious of the fact

that omnipotent-omnipresent ‘Super Leaders’

with absolute power at their disposal, intending

to be ‘vishwa guru’ cause irreparable damage

to the humanity. One wishes that history does

not repeat in this case.

Courtesy Countercurrents.org, January 22,

2017

Shamsul Islam is a retired Professor of

University of Delhi. Email:

notoinjustice@gmail.com

An alternative development in the democratic and therefore genuinely

secular direction will be possible only when the placid background of

ignorance, superstition and blind faith will be ploughed up by spread of

knowledge, skepticism and a critical attitude.  These are the

characteristic features of genuine secularism.

                                                                              M.N. Roy

GENUINE SECULARISM
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Republic Day, Sovereignty and the Youth
Prem Singh

The Constitution of India was adopted on 26th

Jan 1950 and we entered the world stage as a
sovereign republic. Ever since 26 January is
celebrated as the Republic Day, a celebration

of our sovereignty. Vibrant tableaus of various
states and departments are part of the parade.
But predominantly it is a celebration of the

display of military prowess. On careful
observation you will find that after the adoption
of the new economic policies in 1991—that is

after the ruling classes compromised the
economic sovereignty of the nation—the
celebration of Republic Day has become more

and more extravagant. During the past three
decades, as political sovereignty got
compromised along with economic sovereignty,

the celebratory extravaganza of Republic Day
on Rajpath reached its zenith.

The question is whether our sovereignty has

also come of age with the coming of age of
these exhibitionist celebrations? A quick look at
the decisions taken in the wake of the neoliberal

order makes it clear that the ruling classes have
derailed governments from the axis of the
Constitution, which embodies our sovereignty;

and instead mounted them on the axis of
neoliberalist institutions of global capital order
like the World Bank, International Monetary

Fund, World Trade Organisation etc. These
agreements and decisions have been taken at
the behest of global capitalist economic

institutions to further the interests of national
and international corporate houses, multinational
companies and the likes. The current leadership

which claims that nothing has been done in the
last 70 years, has shown remarkable promptness
in compormising national sovereignty in just two

and a half years in office. They have no concept
of either freedom or of the sacrifices made by
people in the struggle to achieve freedom for

the country, hence they do not care if sovereignty

is lost. This was also the problem with

Narasimha Rao (the then prime minister),

Manmohan Singh, and now also with Sonia

Gandhi. Which is why they turned the party that

won the country’s freedom into the party which

pawned its freedom.

The ruling class presents military power as the

symbol of the nation’s sovereign power. But it is

a false reassurance given that now there is  100%

foreign direct investment in Defense, and the

concessions have been given to America to

interfere in our defence apparatus. Governments,

especially the current government, whip up

nationalistic hysteria to mislead the people, so that

they are unable to see or comprehend the treason

against constitutional sovereignty. The nationalist

sentiment is ususlly whipped up against Pakistan,

the country the Indian army has always had the

wherewithall to defeat. Several thousand square

kms of Indian territory is under Chinese control.

The ruling class never invokes nationalism for a

military solution to that. All in all, the spectacle

parade at the Republic Day has become a

comprehensive exercise by the ruling class, its

civil society and the common masses to fill the

void resulting from the loss of sovereignty. The

more the neoliberal noose tightens around

sovereignty, the more extravagant will be this

display. Jingoistic nationalism will get more

jingoistic.

This situation is tremendously knotted and

depressing. But it also presents an opportunity

to salvage and strengthen the sovereignty

achieved after a long struggle. Especially to the

young. The youth in India do not come from

any one domain. There are distinct economic,

social and educational domains. Across all these

three domains, there is a huge army of educated,
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As Modi Sarkar completed half of its term

recently (Nov 2016), how do we see the major

features of this Government? There are some

commentators who feel that he is a leader who

has given hope and who is capable of taking bold

steps and that he has got a mandate to

refashion the country. While this is one part of

the perception; the reality as seen by large

sections of population is very different. This

Government came on the promise of Acche Din

(good days) and fifteen lakh rupees being

deposited in everyone’s account. On the contrary

the country has never seen such a steep rise in

the prices as indicated by the price of pulses

and as reflected in the pain and torture inflicted

by demonetisation. The latter remains a major

attack on average people with over hundred

people dying in bank queues and a large section

of daily wage workers and farmers in far off

places suffering deprivation as never before.

The major point of difference in the functioning

of this government has been centralization of

power and creation of a halo around one person,

the prime minister. The Cabinet has been reduced

to merely a committee to the decisions and

whims of the Prime Minister, denotification being

one of the examples. The foreign policy began

with a bang of friendship for Pakistan and a pro-

active policy of relating to the World as

manifested by innumerable trips abroad by the

Mr. Modi. At the end of nearly two and a half

years India stands two notches below in its

relations to Pakistan and Nepal in particular, with

no significant change in the global standing

despite vesting most of the known and less

known countries in the World.

Along with the centralization of power began

the intensification of ‘Hate speech’ by the leaders

of BJP, and its associates; the RSS combine.

They went on to intimidate the religious

minorities. One Cabinet minister went on to use

the word Haramjade (illegitimate) for those who

were not with the ruling Government. The

government started meddling in the affairs of

the universities, the low points being the

appointment of incompetent people to head the

institutes of National importance, the appointment

of low caliber Gajendra Chauhan as Chairman

semi-educated and uneducated unemployed

youth. The youth have different perspectives
regarding the nation and their place in it. They
don’t necessarily even have the same point of

view about the neoliberal assault on national
sovereignty. Most of them, though, want to see
India as a superpower. Some indeed believe that

it already is one.

The youth must understand that a nation which

cedes its sovereignty can never become a
superpower. They can attempt the difficult
visualization that in the neoliberal order, private

enterprizes will also have their tableaus in the
Republic Day parade in future. The 100%
foreign/ private investment in Defense will also

have an imprint on the parade. They must think

if it is acceptable to them? Will they want a
share in the neo-imperialist/neoliberal nation?
Or will they carry out their responsibilities in

the sovereign Indian nation? The nation’s
sovereignty can only be saved if the nation’s
youth resolve to save it with new preparedness

and understanding.

Dr. Prem Singh is Professor, University

of Delhi; Former Fellow, Indian Institute of

Advanced Study, Shimla and Former

Visiting Professor, Center of Eastern

Languages and Cultures, Dept. of Indology,

Sofia University, Sofia, Bulgaria.

Modi Sarkar: Where does it stand at half Time?
Ram Puniyani
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of FTII. Similarly the Vice Chancellors of

various Universities came to be headed by those

not very able but committed to RSS ideology.

The ABVP became very active in campuses

and tried to suppress the democratic student

bodies like in JNU and Hyderabad Central

University in particular. In JNU attempt was

made to frame Kanhaiya Kumar and his

colleagues on the basis of a doctored CD and

in HCU Rohith Vemula was pushed to the corner

leading to his committing suicide.

RSS affiliates intensified their campaign

against religious minorities in the form of Love

Jihad  and Ghar Wapasi (Conversion to

Hinduism). As if that was not divisive enough

they began campaigning on beef and holy cow,

one glaring incidence was that mass lynching

of Mohammad Ikhlaq in Dadri, UP. This later

culminated in flogging of dalits in Una. As the

practitioners of blind faith felt more emboldened

due to this Government in Centre, the murder

of Dabholkar was followed by the killing of

Govind Pansare and M M Kalburgi. These

incidents put together led to the massive protests

by the eminent people returning their awards

as they protested over the growing intolerance

in the society. The authoritarian streaks from

the top and the deeds of RSS associates at the

social level is leading to the situation where the

ex- ally of BJP Arun Shouries is labeling the

present situation as a ‘Decentralized

Emergency…A Pyramidal Mafia state”

The government did try to appropriate the land

of farmers but somehow the popular resistance

held it back. The workers have been affected

by the labor reforms, and the protective

provisions of the small factories and medium

scale factories have been totally withdrawn. The

parallel rise of the power of Corporate World is

very discernible. The banks have written off

large amount of bad loans of industrialists, some

like Vijay Mallya have flown away with all the

debts on their head. A barrage of schemes has

been launched, mostly on paper and not really

empowering average people, poor farmers or

workers. In an attempt to suppress the opposition

and dissent, the NGOs who have been struggling

for protection of environment and for minority

rights are being harassed and their FCRA has

been withdrawn, leading to stifling of the voices

and demands of the vast masses.

Freedom of expression has been the hallmark

of our democracy, but today any opinion against

the government is being labeled as anti National.

The identity based politics is also being

constructed around Bharat Mata Ki Jai and

singing of Jan Gana Man in the cinema

theatres.

The divisive politics of Hindutva promoted by

Modi has led to increase in the ‘below radar’

violence; initially an increase in the incidents of

violence has been recorded. While tall claims

are being made about setting right the corruption

of the past, the very demonetization of big

currency notes has shown how new mechanisms

of black money generation have come into

operation. The currency has been targeted as

the source of black money. All this is just a small

part of the black money in circulation and as is

well known the large chunk of black money has

been stashed abroad and other part is in the

form of real estate and jewelry etc.

In these times irrespective of the claims of

the ruling party and its affiliates the people are

grossly unhappy; the response to the

suppression of students in University has

resulted in massive protests around the youth

leaders like Kanhaiyya Kumar. The protests of

dalits are becoming articulated around the young

leaders like Jignesh Mevani. These democratic

protests are the hope of future. At electoral level

other parties are realizing the need for alliances

to save democracy. The hope is that broad

alliance of secular forces will come up in future. 
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OPINION

Because of demonetisation, the Reserve Bank has
lost a good deal of its biggest asset – credibility
Governor Urjit Patel has the professional qualifications, but he seems to have

lacked the competence of Raghuram Rajan to ward off political pressure.

Mohan Guruswamy

Till the 17th century, money was mostly

commodity money such as gold or silver, which

was prized by most people and, hence, had a

known ascribable value. This became the basis

of exchanges of goods and services among

people. Since metal coins were not always

easy to carry and as transactions became

bigger and many, the merchants started issuing

promissory notes against them. To bring order

into this system, the states evolved central

banks to regulate and monitor the system.

Soon, central or designated banks became

the sole issuers of such paper or notes. Even

though valued commodities like gold and silver

were the physical collateral on the basis of

which these notes were issued, the credibility

of the note issuer was central to its success. It

soon evolved that more than the collateral, the

credibility of the central bank was crucial to

ensure that it could issue notes way beyond

the value of the gold and silver held in its vaults.

This system became so enshrined and as the

credibility of central banks kept rising, it was

inevitable that the direct linkage to gold and

silver ended.

Even the residual linkage ended one day in

1974 when United States President Richard

Nixon delinked the dollar from bullion. Soon,

other central banks followed suit and the value

promised was mostly related to the dollar, and

trust and credibility were the only collateral

against which people and associations

transacted with their notes – money. In this

way, the trust in the words on every multi-

denomination rupee, “I promise to pay the

bearer the sum of...,” is it’s only worth.

The original objective of central banking was

monetary and financial stability. Following the

Great Depression, a severe economic crisis

that started in the United States and spread

across the world in the 1930s, and the post-

war Keynesian revolution, macroeconomic

stability became the main objective. Even more

so when gold was not the anchor to prevent

value from drifting. Thus, credibility mattered

even more.

The great fall

India’s central bank, the Reserve Bank of

India, came into being on April 1, 1935. The

general superintendence and direction of the

Reserve Bank is entrusted with a 21-member

Central Board of Directors: the governor, four

deputy governors, two Finance Ministry

representatives, 10 government-nominated

directors to represent important elements from

India’s economy, and four directors to

represent local boards headquartered at

Mumbai, Kolkata, Chennai and New Delhi.

This spread of representation is meant to

ensure that all sectoral and regional interests

are considered in its policy making.

Inevitably, a degree of political patronage soon

began emerging in the choice of persons on

the Reserve Bank’s board. Some clear

undesirables managed to get in due to political



15THE RADICAL HUMANIST

patronage, but the professional stature of the

governors ensured that extraneous

considerations were filtered out and even the

government was kept at an arms length from

the institution. This kept intact the vestment of

professional credibility that is so integral to its

everyday stewardship of the nation’s

macroeconomic situation and control over the

banking sector.

But it seems to have slipped somewhat from

that lofty perch after the departure in 2016 of

former governor Raghuram Rajan, who

returned to his tenured faculty position at the

University of Chicago’s vaunted economics

department. I personally think Rajan preferred

to keep the Reserve Bank’s and his own

credibility intact rather than bow down to

political directions.

To be sure, Rajan’s successor and current

Reserve Bank governor Urjit Patel has the

professional qualifications, but the stature and

competence needed to ensure the nation’s

continued trust and to stave off unwanted and

even incompetent pressures mostly comes only

with time, and often never at all. Consider this.

A secretary-level official of the government

of India headed the selection committee that

chose him to this exalted position. It is

important not to forget that while the Reserve

Bank is a part of government, it must not be

seen as a creature of the government that does

as told.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi is not only a

social radical but somewhat of an economic

radical also. He has a well-known propensity

to impose his will on others, and as long as it

works, it seems good. Even the gods are known

to be fallible. Hence, in an open political and

market-driven economic system government

by fiat is undesirable and near impossible. But

in this case, it has clearly boomeranged. Instead

of being a swift surgical strike, it turned into a

carpet-bombing of many vital sectors of the

economy.

Lost forever?

This clearly begs the question as to what the

custodian of our financial integrity and

macroeconomic stability, the Reserve Bank of

India, was doing when the axe descended on

the nation? Clearly, it was not a part of the

decision. It was peremptorily ordered to do

what was done in its name. The pretence of

the Reserve Bank deciding this step was

clearly abandoned when the prime minister

personally made his dramatic announcement

on November 8 last year.

Demonetisation is an extreme step. It usually

happens when an economy has become

chaotic and is on the verge of financial

anarchy, and/or when values of currency

plummet. Runaway hyperinflation is a typical

condition when the bitter medicine of

demonetisation is administered.

By demonetisation, you strip a currency of

its utility as legal tender. As we saw not very

long ago in countries like Russia, where

multiples of the old ruble were reissued as new

rubles.

Demonetisation when inflicted on an

economy that is relatively orderly and growing,

as it was in India, becomes an act of vandalism

to disrupt it. Even if the pile-up of high-

denomination notes with some people and their

integrity was a cause for concern, less

disruptive means were available. For a start,

the exchange of old Rs 500 and Rs 1,000 notes

could have been more orderly by giving people

a comfortable period of time for this.

Suppose we had fixed May 30, 2017 as the

cut-off date for the exchange of old notes with

new notes, most if not all the cash in the parallel

economy would have still come to the banks
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with the required details of the depositor. This

would have ensured the orderly withdrawal of

old notes and their replacement with new ones

without the collapse of economic order that

we have recently seen. Of course, we will get

out of it. But what is lost is lost forever.

And the problem is that much more has been

lost. The Reserve Bank of India has lost a

good deal of its most prized asset – credibility.

What is a holder of a rupee supposed to think

of the worth of the Reserve Bank governor’s

promise to pay the bearer a promised sum on

presentation at any place where such notes

are meant to be exchanged? Clearly, the

Reserve Bank governor has lost face and the

institution has had its credibility whittled down.

Courtesy Scroll.in
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And it did the trick
Less than a month later, Modi announced demonetisation, the kind of push to

cashless economy that no government anywhere had so far given.

One could say the first concrete expression of

this belief was the creation of an organisation

called The Better than Cash Alliance in 2012,

hosted at the United Nations in New York and

funded by the United States Agency for

International Development (commonly known as

USAID), Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, Citi

Foundation, Ford Foundation, Mastercard,

Omidyar Network and Visa Inc. The United

Nation’s Capital Development Fund serves as

the secretariat. The Alliance states its goals as

advocating for the transition from cash to digital

payments; conducting research; and catalyzing

the development of inclusive digital payments

ecosystems in member countries. What is worth

noting is that the Alliance has 24 member

countries, ranging from Kenya to the Philippines

to Vietnam. India joined it on September 1, 2015.

Why 2015? Because in the previous year,

during their bilateral meeting, Modi and US

President Obama had discussed solutions to

financial inclusion and the decision to join the

Alliance can be seen as one result of that

discussion. It was announced in the January 25,

2015 Joint Statement by the two, during Obama’s

visit for the Republic Day.

But there were other steps too. 2015 in fact

can be seen as a major watershed in India’s move

towards cashless, in terms of acceptance of the

principle. In his Union Budget speech in 2015,

Finance Minister Jaitley said:

“One way to curb the flow of black money is

to discourage transactions in cash. Now that a

majority of Indians have or can have, a RUPAY

debit card, I propose to introduce soon several

measures that will incentivise credit or debit card

transactions and disincentivise cash transaction.”

In June 2015, the finance ministry put up a draft

proposal on its website, recommending tax

concessions to reduce the cost of credit, debit

and online payments. In July 2015, 11 new

payment bank licences were given out, including

one for PayTM. In November 2015, a

Memorandum of Understanding was signed

between the Ministry of Finance and USAID –

the same agency behind the Alliance – to start

working on interoperable digital payment models

to drive transactions that involve small businesses

and low-income consumers.

If 2015 was a year when the idea of a cashless

economy was wholly accepted, much of the real

action started in 2016. In February 2016, the prime

minister chaired a Cabinet meeting that decided

to “discourage transactions in cash”, and “shift

the payments ecosystem from cash-dominated to

non-cash/less cash payments”. The Cabinet

decision was followed by the establishment of a

task force in April 2016, which was asked to

recommend short-term measures to promote

payments through cards and digital means. In his

Mann Ki Baat address in May 2016, the prime

minister even made a call for a move towards a

cashless economy – as the “whole world” was

doing. The task force made its recommendations

within three months, in July 2016. The very next

month, August, saw the creation of the Committee

on Digital Payments headed by former Finance

Secretary Ratan P. Watal.

On October 14, 2016, USAID, one of the

founding partners of The Better Than Cash

Alliance, announced the launch of a new initiative

called Catalyst to drive cashless payments in

India. According to the USAID press release:

“This launch marks the next phase of
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partnership between USAID and India’s Ministry

of Finance to help catalyze the rapid adoption of

digital payments in India as a step towards

achieving Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s vision

of universal financial inclusion to end ‘economic

untouchability’ in India.”

The CEO of Catalyst, Badal Malick, described

the organisation’s objective this way: “Catalyst’s

mission is to solve multiple coordination problems
that have blocked the penetration of digital
payments among merchants and low-income

consumers…”

“The rubber is about to hit the road,” Malick
said during the launch of Catalyst.

And it did. On Nov 08, 2016!

Less than a month later, Modi announced

demonetisation, the kind of push to cashless

economy that no government anywhere had

so far given.

Sent by Sankara Narayanan through Bharat
Chintan: 43768, 29 January 2017.
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Colin Todhunter

Emerging evidence indicates that

demonetisation was not done to curb corruption,

‘black money’ or terrorism, the reasons originally

given. That was a smokescreen. Modi was

acting on behalf of powerful Wall Street financial

interests. Demonetisation has caused massive

hardship, inconvenience and chaos. It has

affected everyone and has impacted the poor

and those who reside in rural areas (i.e. most

of the population) significantly.

Who does Modi (along with other strategically

placed figures) serve primarily: ordinary people

and the ‘national interest’ or the interests of

the US?

Convenient bedfellows

We don’t have to dig too deep to see where

Modi feels at home. Describing itself as a major

‘global communications, stakeholder

engagement and business strategy’ company,

APCO Worldwide is a lobby agency with firm

links to (part of) the Wall Street/US

establishment and functions to serve its global

agenda. Modi turned to APCO to help

transform his image and turn him into electable

pro-corporate PM material. It also helped Modi

get the message out that what he achieved in

Gujarat as Chief Minister was a miracle of

economic neoliberalism, although the

actual reality is really quite different.

In APCO’s India brochure, there is the claim

that India’s resilience in weathering the global

downturn and financial crisis has made

governments, policy-makers, economists,

corporate houses and fund managers believe

that the country can play a significant role in

the recovery of the global economy. APCO’s

publicity blurb about itself claims that it stands

“tall as the giant of the lobbying industry.”

The firm, in its own words, offers

“professional and rare expertise” to

governments, politicians and corporations, and

is always ready to help clients to sail through

troubled waters in the complex world of both

international and domestic affairs.

Mark Halton, former head of Global

Marketing and Communications for Monsanto,

seemed to agree when he praised APCO for

helping the GMO giant to:

… understand how Monsanto could better

engage with societal stakeholders surrounding

our business and how best to communicate the

social value our company brings to the table.

If your name is severely tarnished and you

need to get your dubious products on the market

in countries that you haven’t managed to

infiltrate just yet, why not bring in the “giant of

the lobbying industry.”

As a former client of APCO, Modi now

seems to be the go-to man for Washington. His

government is doing the bidding of global biotech

companies and is trying to push through

herbicide-tolerant GM mustard based

on fraudulent tests and ‘regulatory delinquency‘,

which will not only open the door to further GM

crops but will possibly eventually boost the sales

of Monsanto-Bayer’s glufinosate herbicide. In

addition, plans have been announced to introduce

100% foreign direct investment in certain sectors

India, From the Destabilization of Agriculture
to Demonetization, “Made in America”

A version of the following piece was originally published in June 2016. However, since

then, India’s PM Narendra Modi has embarked on a ‘demonetisation’ policy, which

saw around 85 percent of India’s bank notes becoming invalid overnight.
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of the economy, including food processing.

Neoliberal dogma

This opening up of India to foreign capital is

supported by rhetoric about increasing

agricultural efficiency, creating jobs and boosting

GDP growth. Such rhetoric mirrors that of the

pro-business, neoliberal dogma we see in

APCO’s brochure for India. From Greece to

Spain and from the US to the UK, we are able

to see this rhetoric for what it really is: record

profits and massive increases in wealth (ie

‘growth) for elite interests and, for the rest,

disempowerment, surveillance, austerity, job

losses, the erosion of rights, weak unions, cuts

to public services, bankrupt governments and

opaque, corrupt trade deals.

APCO describes India as a trillion-dollar

market. Note that the emphasis is not on

redistributing the country’s wealth among its

citizens but on exploiting markets. While

hundreds of millions live in poverty and hundreds

of millions of others hover above it,

the combined wealth of India’s richest 296

individuals is $478 billion, some 22% of India’s

GDP. According to the ‘World Wealth Report

2015’, there were 198,000 ‘high net worth’

individuals in India in 2014, while in 2013 the

figure stood at 156,000.

APCO likes to talk about positioning

international funds and facilitating corporations’

ability to exploit markets, sell products and

secure profit. In other words, colonising key

sectors, regions and nations to serve the needs

of US-dominated international capital.

Paving the way for plunder

Modi recently stated that India is now one of

the most business friendly countries in the world.

The code for this being lowering labour,

environmental, health and consumer protection

standards, while reducing taxes and tariffs and

facilitating the acquisition of public assets via

privatisation and instituting policy frameworks

that work to the advantage of foreign (US/

Western) corporations.

When the World Bank rates countries on their

level of ‘Ease of Doing Business’, it means

nation states facilitating policies that force

working people to take part in a race to the

bottom based on free market fundamentalism.

The more ‘compliant’ national governments

make their populations and regulations, the more

attractive foreign capital is tempted to invest.

The World Bank’s ‘Enabling the Business of

Agriculture’ – supported by the Bill and Melinda

Gates Foundation and USAID – entails opening

up markets to Western agribusiness and their

fertilisers, pesticides, weedicides and patented

seeds.

Anyone who is aware of the Knowledge

Initiative on Agriculture and the links with the

Indo-US Nuclear Treaty will know who will be

aware that those two projects form part of an

overall plan to subjugate Indian agriculture to

the needs of foreign corporations (see this

article from 1999). As the biggest recipient of

loans from the World Bank in the history of that

institution, India is proving to be very compliant.

The destruction of livelihoods under the

guise of ‘job creation’

According to the neoliberal ideologues,

foreign investment is good for jobs and good

for business. Just how many actually get created

is another matter. What is overlooked, however,

are the jobs that were lost in the first place to

‘open up’ sectors to foreign capital. For

example, Cargill may set up a food or seed

processing plant that employs a few hundred

people, but what about the agricultural jobs that

were deliberately eradicated in the first place

or the village-level processors who were

cynically put out of business so Cargill could

gain a financially lucrative foothold?

The Indian economy is being opened-up

through the concurrent displacement of a pre-

existing (highly) productive system for the

benefit of foreign corporations. For farmers, the
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majority are not to be empowered but displaced

from the land. Farming is being made financially

non-viable for small farmers, seeds are to be

privatised as intellectual property rights are

redefined, land is to be acquired and an

industrialised, foreign corporate-controlled food

production, processing and retail system is to

be implemented.

The long-term plan is to continue to starve

agriculture of investment and have an urbanised

India with a fraction of the population left in

farming working on contracts for large suppliers

and Wal-Mart-type supermarkets that offer

highly processed, denutrified, genetically altered

food contaminated with chemicals and grown

in increasingly degraded soils according to an

unsustainable model of agriculture that is less

climate/drought resistant, less diverse and unable

to achieve food security. This would be

disastrous for farmers, public health and local

livelihoods.

Low input, sustainable models of food

production and notions of independence and

local or regional self-reliance do not provide

opportunities to global agribusiness or

international funds to exploit markets, sell their

products and cash in on APCO’s vision of a

trillion-dollar corporate hijack; moreover, they

have little in common with Bill Gates/USAID’s

vision for an Africa dominated by global

agribusiness.

And, finally, to demonetisation

Modi rode to power on a nationalist platform

and talks about various ‘nation-building’

initiatives, not least the ‘make in India’

campaign. But he is not the only key figure in

the story of India’s capitulation to Washington’s

agenda for India. There is, for instance, Avrind

Subramanian, the chief economic advisor to

the government, and Raghuram Rajan who was

until recently Governor of the Reserve Bank

of India. He was chief economist at the

International Monetary Fund from 2003 to

2007 and was a Distinguished Service

Professor of Finance at the University of

Chicago Booth School of Business from 1991

to 2013. He is now back at the University of

Chicago.

Aside from Rajan acting as a mouthpiece for

Washington’s strategy to recast agriculture in a

corporate image and get people out of

agriculture in India, in a recent article, economist

Norbert Haring implicates Rajan in the

demonestisation policy. He indicates that the

policy was carried out on behalf of USAID,

MasterCard, Visa and the people behind eBay

and Citi, among others, with support from the

Gates Foundation and the Ford Foundation.

Haring calls Rajan the Reserve Bank of

India’s “IMF-Chicago boy” and based on his

employment record, memberships (not least of

the elite Group of Thirty which includes heads

of central, investment and commercial banks

and links, place him squarely at the centre of

Washington’s financial cabal.

Haring says that Raghuram Rajan has good

reason to expect to climb further to the highest

rungs in international finance and thus play bow

to Washington’s game plan:

He already was a President of the American

Finance Association and inaugural recipient of

its Fisher-Black-Prize in financial research. He

won the handsomely endowed prizes of Infosys

for economic research and of Deutsche Bank

for financial economics as well as the Financial

Times/Goldman Sachs Prize for best economics

book. He was declared Indian of the year by

NASSCOM and Central Banker of the year by

Euro-money and by The Banker. He is

considered a possible successor of Christine

Lagard at the helm of the IMF, but can certainly

also expect to be considered for other top jobs

in international finance.”

The move towards a cashless society

would secure a further degree of control

over India by the institutions who are
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 A crop of discontent
After the disquiet of demonetisation, can the BJP hold on to its favourite tag

in the upcoming assembly elections in Uttar Pradesh?

Amiti Sen

As one travels to villages in western Uttar
Pradesh and across the industrial town of
Moradabad, it is common to come across angry
people criticising Prime Minister Narendra Modi
for his “thoughtless’’ move of note-bandi (the
term used in the Hindi heartland for
demonetisation). With most of the cash sucked
out of the State’s economy, and the banks —
especially the rural ones — unable to meet
demand for new notes, livelihood of hundreds
of people has come to a grinding halt.

Farmers, who have been worst hit with prices
of their produce crashing to below-sustenance
levels, are seething the most.

“We had voted Modi to power and made him
our Prime Minister with a lot of hope. But see
how he has let us down. Farmers are totally
ruined because of note-bandi, and our
vegetables are being fed to the animals. How
can we vote for him again,” says a distressed
Kamal Singh who grows potatoes and cabbages

in a village in Hapur. Singh’s earnings have

dwindled as lack of cash post-demonetisation

has sent vegetable prices plunging at the local

mandi.

With incomes falling, many are now

prioritising expenses. “I have three children who

go to school. I have no cash to pay their fees.

They come back home daily and say that they

are being scolded at school for the delay in fee

payment. It is humiliating,” says Bhajan Lal,

another farmer in Hapur.

Bhajan Lal has sold one of his two buffaloes

to keep his household running. “If the

government does this to us for no fault of ours,

who else do we turn to? “ he asks.

Farmers are also distressed that

demonetisation has been announced in the

wedding season. After a gap of several months,

the auspicious wedding period started in mid-

November in UP villages, but not many

pushing for it. Securing payments that

accrue from each digital transaction would

of course be very financially lucrative for

them. These institutions are therefore

pursuing a global ‘war on cash’ (emphasis

provided).

Small, wealthy countries like Denmark and

Sweden can bear the impact of a transition to a

cashless economy, but for a country such as

India, which runs on cash, the outcomes so far

have been catastrophic for hundreds of millions

of people, especially those who don’t have a

bank account (almost half the population) or do

not even have easy access to a bank.

But, regardless of the large-scale human

suffering imposed as a result of demonetisation,

it could kill two birds with one stone: 1) securing

the interests of international capital, including

the eventual displacement of the informal (i.e.

self-organised) economy; and 2) acting as

another deliberate nail in the coffin of Indian

farmers, driving even more of them out of the

sector. The US’s game plan remains well and

truly on course.

Not really a case of ‘make in India’. Some

70 years after independence, as a state India

remains compromised, weak and hobbled. More

a case of made in Washington.

Courtesy Global Research which is the

original source of this article.
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weddings are taking place.

Sant Veer Singh, another vegetable farmer in

a village in Hapur, had fixed his daughter’s

marriage for February 1, 2017. But he is no

longer sure of conducting the wedding. “If you

were in a situation where your earnings have

disappeared and you cannot fully access your

bank account, what would you do?” Singh asks

in frustration when asked how he planned to

tackle the situation.

Inability to access cash in banks has led to

possibly violent situations. Mohram Singh, a

Constable at the Chajlet Police Station in

Moradabad district was recently called by the

manager of the Prathama Bank in Bibipur

village. Customers had created a fuss after the

bank gave just Rs.500 to each account holder

who had lined up for cash. “As cash had come

to the branch after several days, the women

were demanding Rs.1,000 each, and were

refusing to allow the bank to conduct business

till their demand was met. The bank had to

ultimately close for the day,” he said.

Benefit of doubt

The anger and discontent rising from the acute

cash-crunch that has followed the Government’s

demonetisation drive would have a bearing on

the State’s assembly elections due later this year.

The BJP, which has been in political hibernation

in UP since 2002, was favourite to form the

government this year. But not any more.

“Regional parties in Uttar Pradesh will be able

to benefit from demonetisation if they are able

to build a political critique on it,” said Manisha

Priyam, political analyst and a doctorate from

London School of Economics.

“Whether demonetisation becomes the central

theme of elections or not depends on the ability

of opposition parties to develop the political

narrative,” she adds.

But a weakened opposition, especially after

the internal bickering within the Samajwadi Party

(SP), might help BJP recover some of the lost

ground.

Moreover, the cash crunch has hit all the

political parties and their campaign plans.

“Demonetisation has definitely affected election

funding. At instances where Rs.1,000 used to

be exchanged for a vote, a Rs.2,000 note is being

distributed now,” said Lenin Raghuvanshi, an

independent political analyst.

“The cash crunch has impacted the BSP and

the SP, as most of their funding was routed

through government contractors dealing in the

cash economy. The BJP seems better placed

than its competitors in this scenario as they have

their funding centrally managed,” added

Raghuvanshi.

On the ground, Modi’s charisma still has

takers. Despite the wide-spread distress caused

by demonetisation, there are many who continue

to back Modi laying the blame on other quarters

including other BJP members. “Whatever

hardships I may have to face, I will keep

supporting Modi as I believe in him. All this (the

distress) is anyway not his creation. It is caused

by others close to him in the party,” says Rana

Singh from Nazar Pur village.

There are others who blame banks for the

faulty implementation of the demonetisation

drive. “Modi wants the best for the country and

is trying to end corruption, but what can he do

alone?” asks Shivendra Singh, a sugarcane

farmer in Moradabad. It is the banks that are

corrupt and are siphoning off new notes that is

causing the currency shortage, he adds.

Jagvir Singh, another farmer from Shivendra

Singh’s village, puts the blame for farm distress

on the ruling Samajwadi Party and Chief Minister

Akhilesh Yadav.
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“There are many sugarcane farmers who

have not received payments from mills even for

the past season, and the CM does nothing about

it. Instead of helping us he has allowed mills not

to pay interest on the pending payments,” Jagvir

Singh says.

Some try to take a balanced view blaming

both the Centre and the State government for

the continuing crisis. “While it is the Centre that

has caused the crisis by withdrawing notes

without enough preparations, the State CM is

not doing his bit in instructing banks to release

money in rural areas. The poor farmer is getting

caught in political rivalries,” says Mahendra

Singh, the head of five villages in Moradabad

district.

The Muslim vote, which traditionally goes

against the BJP, might again play a crucial role.

“Note-bandi is not just hurting the Muslims, it is

harming the Hindus equally. We have all lost

our jobs,” says Mohammad Shameem, a

labourer in a brass-ware factory in Moradabad’s

Lal Masjid area.

Mohammad Nadeem, a unit owner in the same

area, says that the demonetisation drive has

served a body-blow to his business that he will

find difficult to emerge from.

“Business is very sensitive to change. The

slightest disruption could push one into a situation

that one could take several years to emerge

from. The destruction caused by demonetisation

is bound to make the Centre very unpopular

amongst those who are losing their business for

no fault of theirs,” Nadeem says. The brass-

ware industry workers, however, hesitate to

reveal whether they would vote for the SP, BSP

or some other party in the forthcoming elections.

“Let us wait and see,” says Shameem.

Ram Pal Singh, a farmer in Hapur village says

BJP may still have some chance of winning in

UP only if it decides to waive off loans of

farmers. “The farmers are suffering a lot due

to the effects of demonetisation. If Modi wants

to show them that he cares, he has to waive off

loans.”

Kirpal Singh, another farmer from Hapur, says

that at least the loans of farmers who committed

suicide should be waived. “To lose a family

member is a big tragedy. On top of that if the

other members have to carry the burden of farm

debt, the situation could become unbearable.

PM Modi has to waive off the loans of at least

the families that have lost a member,” Kirpal

Singh said. Direct payments into the Jan Dhan

accounts of millions of poor could also fetch

the BJP some points.

“The farmers have been waiting patiently

without any agitation despite their crops getting

ruined as they want to demonstrate their anger

by voting against the BJP. It is very important

that the Modi government gives out some doles

to the poor if the BJP wants to have some

chances of winning the Assembly elections,”

adds Ram Pal Singh.

With additional inputs from Twesh Mishra

(This article was published on January 2, 2017)

   “I have cherished the ideal of a democratic and free society in which

all persons live together in harmony and with equal opportunities. It is

an ideal which I hope to live for and to achieve. But if it needs be, it is

an ideal for which I am prepared to die.”
– Nelson Mandela
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Barak Obama, the gentle President of the

United States of America has become a bit
wild in the last month of his presidency,

stumping helter-skelter unmindful of
consequences and his status as the leader of
the lone super power. Perhaps he started

realizing that he failed to achieve anything
substantial during his tenure as
President in spite of receiving the

Nobel Peace Prize. On the other hand
he displayed audacity to claim that he
would have won the third term but for

the constitutional restrictions. What
else he would be doing in his third term
is not clear. He only implies that he

would have prevented Donald Trump
win the presidency now as if that itself
would be a great achievement. He is angry

with Putin of Russia for spoiling the chances
of Democrat Hillary Clinton by exposing the
secrets behind her campaign. Hacking is

definitely a crime. What happened by hacking
was revelation of certain facts that were
committed sinisterly to prevent Bernie Sanders

from getting Democrat nomination. They
influenced the National Democrat Committee
to do it and tried to hide it. Of course, that is

what every contestant in elections tries to do
– to hide adverse facts. But election needs that
electorate know all the facts. To that extent

what the hacking has done is a service to
election process but it was done by an alien.
That is a matter of grudge. The leaks never

stated that Hillary shall not be voted or that
Trump shall be supported. Even then the
hackers were alleged to have done it with

intention to help Trump in election. Meanwhile
FBI was playing on the e-mails of Hillary during
her tenure as secretary of state. The head of

FBI was a Republican. So it was presumed he

revealed it deliberately at that particular time.

Until the results of election were out on the

night of 8, November, 2016 everybody,

including herself, took for granted that Hillary

would be the winner. It was also rumored that

Michelle Obama may be getting an important

position in the cabinet of Hillary Clinton. The

President himself was aggressively involved

in canvassing for Clinton unmindful of propriety

and telling the voters that Trump is not a man

worth being President of the country. The hope

was based more on the bad mouth of Trump

than on anything positive on the part of Hillary

Clinton. Trump was outspoken even in his

indiscretion while Hillary was secretive and

scheming expecting the voters to react to the

behavior of Trump. But people saw openness

in Trump and secrecy and unreliability in

Hillary. His aggressive speaking was so

untraditional that even some of the senior

members of his Republican party blamed him

openly. But what he said was the true

convictions of the Republican Party. The only

difference is he was blunt and did not try to

hide it to woo the voters as happens during

election time.

The defeat affected Obama, equally if not

more, than Clinton as he took upon himself to

see that Clinton wins and Trump gets defeated.

When he became president he came with an

“Audacity of Hope”. He promised to close the

EXIT, OBAMA!
Jawaharlal Jasthi
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for the successor. It is obvious that Netanyahu

would not care, nevertheless he said it. It is

crooked politics that dominate the West. If

America failed to exercise veto, Britain could

have done it. But they did not. At the same time

the Prime Minister had the cheek to find fault

with Obama for not applying the veto.

Hypocrites all!

The reaction of Obama for the hacking of

Democrat computers is also excessive and

irresponsible. The intelligence is stated to have

tracked the hackers to Russia. It is believed

that it could not have happened except with

connivance of the leader Putin. It is a surmise.

There is no public proof of Putin’s involvement.

Even then he felt it necessary to make wild

allegations against the person of Putin. He did

not dare to make such allegations against

Netanyahu in spite of the fact that he never

cared for his overtures. He has gone to the

extent of expelling about 35 members of

Russian establishment. In normal

circumstances such an act would invite tit for

tat. But Putin played the game with

circumspection. He restrained himself from

retaliation. It might be because of the fact that

Trump, an ally, is coming to the seat in a few

days. Or it will give him a better image as head

of a state. It made Trump pay complements to

Putin which again is shown as a proof of

collusion between the two.

It does not mean that Russia and America

(Putin and Trump) are going to be friends in

the long run. Both of them need enemies, not

friends. Each of them is the best enemy for

the other. The diplomatic drama goes on, on

the world stage.

The only regret is that Barack Obama

exposed himself at the end of his presidency

and adopted a scorched earth policy. His

behavior is unbalanced and undignified.

prison in Guantanamo Bay. Close the unwanted

wars in which the country was involved and

also solve the Palestine problem. He did not

succeed in any of those areas. The African

Americans were too enthusiastic to welcome

him as the President as they considered him

as one of themselves. But they had to cry that

“Black Lives Matter”. But the President could

not do anything to help them, not even an open

statement to condemn the atrocious behavior

of the police in that regard during the eight

years of his stay in the White House. On the

other hand his presidency resulted in a reaction

among the white supremacists to take back

the presidency for themselves. They could not

accept Hillary Clinton to serve that purpose

as she was openly supported by Obama calling

Trump names.

In regard to the Palestine problem, he failed

to bring any pressure on Israel to stop building

settlement in West Bank. On the other hand

he was offering billions of dollars of military

assistanceas usual. Now and then he used to

advise Netanyahu to stop settlement. At one

stage he was just pleading him to heed his

advice. He did not say anything about his stand

even during the campaign for Hillary and tried

to avoid the problem as it will get confrontation

with the Jewish votes. Hillary herself was sitting

on the fence regarding that problem. After the

defeat, Obama could not contain himself from

blaming Netanyahu for going on with settlement

constructions as if it was a problem that has

arisen then only. We can be sure that he would

not have said it so openly if Hillary Clinton won

the presidency. That betrays the character of

Obama than anything else. Not taking a stand

on the Palestine issue would ensure support of

Jewish votes to Hillary Clinton. He expected

Israel to be friendly with Hillary when she wins.

Once it is clear that she did not win, he became

aggressive about Israel. That creates problem



27THE RADICAL HUMANIST

Pension and Perks to ex-Legislators
Why the Judgment in the case of Common Cause needs to be reviewed

S.N. Shukla

          Franklin Knight Lane had said “A

public office is not a job, it is an opportunity

to do something for the public”. Sanction of
pension and other facilities to self and spouse,

dependents and even companions after
demitting office by our legislators is a glaring
example of how these so called (since most of

them do not represent 70 to 80 percent of their
electorate) ‘public representatives’ have
converted the positions of MP/MLA/MLC into

an office of profit for life. While the Governors
do not have the facility of pension at all, an MP
even for a day and his spouse/dependents get

pension for life. While even serving judges of
Supreme Court and High Courts do not have
the facility of free air/train travel for their spouse

even on official tours, ex-MPs enjoy unlimited

free train travel in AC-II  with a companion

throughout india 365 days a year. This has

resulted in the obnoxious situation of once a MP/
MLA/MLC always a wholly unwarranted
burden on ‘We the People’ as if it is their birth

right to fleece the public whom they no longer
represent. No wonder, the provision of pension
and amenities to ex-MPs/MLAs/MLCs

(although not envisaged by the framers of

the Constitution and not provided for even

now in Articles 106 and 195) and schemes

like MP/MLA Local Area (often actually self)
Development Schemes have made politics the
most lucrative profession even for the scum of

the society, necessitating judicial intervention in
this matter of great public importance.

In this connection it is noteworthy that fired

by the spirit of patriotism and selfless service
to the Nation, the members of the Constituent
Assembly voluntarily approved the following

amendment in the Rules governing their

daily allowance –

      “(1) That in rule (D), relating to daily

allowance, in paragraph 4 of the Handbook for

Members, and in paragraph 8 (relating to

allowances admissible to members residing at

the place where the Assembly meets) of the

said Handbook for the figure, brackets and

words ‘Rs 45 (Rupees Forty five)’ the figure

brackets and words ‘Rs 40 (Rupees Forty)’ be

substituted”.

Also, while specifically providing for pension

to Supreme Court and High Court Judges and

the Comptroller and Auditor General of India,

the Constitution makers purposely and

deliberately omitted the word ‘pension’ in Article

106 which still provides as follows-

“106 Salaries and allowances of

members: Members of either House of

Parliament shall be entitled to receive such

salaries and allowances as may from time

to time determined by Parliament by law and,

until provision in that respect is so made,

allowances at such rates and upon such

conditions as were immediately before the

commencement of this Constitution

applicable in the case of members of the

Constituent Assembly of the Dominion of

India.”

      A similar provision exists for state

legislators in Article 195.Significantly, these

Articles still do not mention pension and

use the word “Member” and not “ex-

Member”. On the other hand, some

members had even abhorred the idea of

the even sitting MPs being paid salary.

In this connection the following words in the

speech of Shri Biswanath Das in the debate

of the Constituent Assembly on 20-5-1949

are very pertinent and poignant-
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“… I do not believe, nor do I go with those

who profess to Advocate Parliamentary

democracy that members should be paid salary

for the work they do in their constituencies or

in the Assembly here. I believe, Sir that

allowances without pay, is the desirable

course… That being the position, I for myself

and some friends like me feel that no pay is

called for… Therefore, I support clause 86 as

it is, however much I would desire that there

should be no scale of salary fixed for the

Honourable Members of this House who ought

to agree to work and serve the country being

satisfied with the allowances that the Assembly

would fix for themselves”.

Not only this, while replying to the debate on

the Representation of the People Act 1951 on

9.5.1951 Dr. Ambedkar had said:

“Another thing that we must bear in mind

and which I think goes to root of the matter

is that our Parliament and our Electoral law

should be so constituted that the

independence of the Members of parliament

as against the Government must be

scrupulously observed. There can be no use

in a Parliament if we adopt a system, which

permits the Government to corrupt the

whole of Parliament either by offering

Political offices or by offering some other

advantages. If a Parliament cannot act

independently without fear or without favour

from the Government, in my judgement, such

a Parliament is of no use at all”.

(Parliamentary Debates volume 11 part II,

page 8353-54).This is precisely, what the

provisions like pension and other amenities

to former legislators and MPLAD/

MLALAD schemes were aimed at and have

resulted into in utter disregard of the sage

advice of Dr. Ambedkar.

       Significantly Article 106 does not provide

for payment of any pension or allowances or

any other facilities to the ex-members of the
Parliament. Clearly, the framers of the
Constitution and did not envisage this. For this

reason no provision was made for these in the
original Members of Parliament (Salary and
Allowances) Act, 1954 which was only to

regulate the salary and allowances of the
Members of Parliament only.

 This is also confirmed by the Statement of

Objects and Reasons of the original Act, which
said; “The Bill seeks to establish the basis on

which salary and allowances should be

drawn by Members of Parliament.”

      Twenty two years later, the said Act was
amended in 1976 for no valid reason, in utter

disregard of the sentiments expressed in the
Constituent Assembly and Parliament cited
above, to provide for pension to Members of

Parliament who had served for 4 years. As if
this was not enough, by the amending Act 9 of
2004, the minimum pension was allowed to

every person who has served for any period

(even a day) as member of Provisional
Parliament or either House of Parliament.

Significantly the Statement of Objects and

Reasons of the amending Act gave no clue

about the need, reason and rationale of

removing the requirement regarding the

period of membership for eligibility of the

pension, or for extending this relaxation

retrospectively to all ex-MPs.

  Thereupon, Lok Prahari filed Writ Petition
no. 1620 (M/B) of 2004 in Lucknow Bench of

Allahabad High Court to challenge the
constitutional validity of the amendments in the
1954 Act, and particularly, of the Act 9 of 2004,

which provided for pension and other facilities
to ex-members of Parliament and even non-
members also.

 The writ petition was subsequently amended

to challenge the validity of amending Acts 40 of

2006 providing for family pension to the spouse/
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dependent of a sitting/former member for life as

against only for a period of 5 years provided

earlier and  37 of 2010 providing for unlimited

travel in AC-I/Executive Class from usual place

from residence of member to Delhi  and also

sought a direction to the Union of India to set up

a permanent independent mechanism for

determination of salaries and allowances of MPs

as recommended in the report of the Joint

Committee set up for this purpose under the Act.

 The matter remained unheard for several

years despite repeated applications and was

ultimately dismissed after 12 years on

20.4.2016 without any decision even on the

prayer for setting up an independent

mechanism mainly on the ground that the earlier

Writ petition filed by Common Cause to

challenge provision of pension by the 1976

amendment was dismissed by the Constitution

Bench even though the facts and circumstances

in the two cases were entirely different The

High Court also brushed aside the petitioner’s

submission that as per the doctrine of expressio

unius est exclusio alterius the words pension

and ex-members could not be read into Article

106 as was done in the case of Common Cause

which was decided solely on the basis of

legislative competence, completely ignoring the

other grounds of challenge mentioned in the

judgment in that case and in the WP in this case.

In particular, the issue of impugned amendments

being not in conformity with the letter and spirit

of Article 106 (which still provides only for

salary and allowances), and the ambit of parent

Act was not considered at all.Q

 Hence, the observation in the judgment that

“the submission before the Supreme Court was

in the same terms as the submission which has

been urged before this Court” is not borne out

by the record. Also, the conclusion in the

judgment that “any argument to the contrary

cannot be entertained” overlooked the need for

reconsideration of the judgment in the case of

Common Cause in the light of following

irrefutable points-

(1).The National Commission to Review the

Working of the Constitution of India (2001) in

para 5.11.3 of its report had recommended as

follows-

“It is a legitimate public expectation

that membership of Legislatures should

not be converted into an office of

lucrative  gain but remain an office of

service. The question of salaries,

allowances, perks and pensions of

lawmakers should be looked into on a

rational basis and healthy conventions

built”.

However, the aforesaid recommendation

remained unconsidered in the judgment in the

case of Common Cause.

(2) In view of the ruling of the Constitution

Bench in AIR 1991 SC 101 (Para 256) that

“Constitutional policy provides a valuable aid in

determining legitimate boundaries of statutory

meaning”, the scope of the Parent Act,

admittedly passed under Article 106 and

corresponding Entry 73 of List 1 of Schedule

VII could not be expanded to provide for pension

and other amenities to ex-MPs without first

amending Article 106.  As held by the Apex

Court, the law made by the People of India

(Constitution) prevails over the law made

by the people’s representatives.

(3).The impugned amending Act could not be

upheld in the face of clear wording of Article

106 and the law laid down in AIR 2004 SC 3566

(Para 19) that “The intention of the Legislature

is primarily to be gathered from the language

used which means that attention should be

paid to what has been said and as also to

what has not been said”.
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(4) The decision in the case of Common Cause

was also sub silentio and per in curium of the
decisions of the larger/co-equal Benches which
is not permissible.

(5) The judgment in Common Cause only
noted the averments about violation of Article
14 without deciding this issue. Moreover,
whether grant of pension without any

qualifying service   violated Article 14 was

not the issue in that case.

(6) The provision for pension to ex-MPs
amounted to legislative fraud and colourable
exercise of power since the Parliament could
not do under entry no. 97 of Schedule 1 what
they could not do under entry 73 corresponding
to Article 106.

(7) The impugned amending Act could not be
upheld in the face of clear wording of Article
106 and the settled law that the rules of
interpretation would come into play only if there
is any doubt with regard to express language
used. Where the words are unequivocal, there

is no scope for importing any rule of
interpretation.

(8)  According to Salmond, the duty of the

Judicature is to discover and act upon the

true intention of the legislature- the mens or
the sentensia legis. The resolution and the

excerpts from the debates of the Constituent
Assembly/Parliament cited above were not
considered to ascertain the true intention behind

the provision in Article 106.

(9)  Upholding the provision for pension to
former MPs amounted to reading words in

Article 106 against the law laid down by the
Privy Council in AIR 1945 PC 108 that “It is
contrary to all rules of construction to read

words into an Act, unless it is absolutely

necessary to do so”.

(10)  As per the maxim expressio unius est
exclusive alterius the provision for pension to

ex-MPs could not be upheld in view the clear

wording of Article 106. As held in AIR 1933

PC 63 followed in AIR 2003 SC 2103, a matter

which should have been, but has not been

provided for in a statute cannot be supplied by

courts, as to do so will be legislation and not

construction as was done in respect of Article

106 in the case of Common Cause.

(11) The framers of the Constitution

intentionally did not provide for pension and the

Court is expected to look into the entire

enactment and the scheme underlying the same.

Also,  there was no change in the situation since

the enactment of the original Act to justify grant

of pension to ex-Members.

 (12) Section 9 of the Act does not empower

the Joint Committee to make rules for facilities

to ex-MPs, much less recommend

unconstitutional amendments in the Act on the basis

of which the offensive provision was made.

 (13) If the said judgment is allowed to

stand, tomorrow the MPs can decide to give

themselves luxury cars and palatial

bungalows for life on the strength of entry

97 of List 1, which was invoked to uphold the

sanction of Pension to former MPs even though

the Apex Court itself has ruled that the entries

in the Lists in Schedule VII of the Constitution

do not give any legislative power.

 Under the circumstances, the national interest

demands that the said judgment is reviewed and

the State exchequer is spared of the wholly

unwarranted huge growing recurring liability

of supporting discredited former legislators

which ‘We the People’ did not provide for,

and which disturbs the level playing field for

the new deserving entrants. Let us hope that

‘the Keeper of the Country’s Conscience’ will

not disappoint us.

S.N. Shukla is I.A.S. (retd.), Advocate and

General Secretary, Lok Prahari
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The observations of Allahbad High Court on
Thursday stating that the Muslim personal law on
triple talaq didn’t give unbridled authority to a
Muslim male to unilaterally divorce his wife would
be welcomed by Muslim women who have been
victims of misuse of the provision in particular,
and to Muslim women in general, who face the
threat of capricious use of the authority not granted
to men by the Quran.

Though the court refused to comment on the
legality of triple talaq enabling Muslim men to
unilaterally divorce their wives by uttering the word
“talaq” thrice, its observations are a tight slap on
Muslim Personal Law Board, which had claimed
in its affidavit before the Supreme Court in a writ
petition filed by Shayara Bano case that the court
had no jurisdiction to hold triple talaq as invalid
from of divorce and claiming protection of Article
25 of the Constitution, under which every person
is entitled to freely profess, practice and propagate
religion. The right granted under Article 25 is
subject to other provisions of the chapter on
fundamental rights in the Constitution. Right to
practice religion is therefore subject to Article 14
— right to gender equality.

Severing marital relations instantly by
pronouncing the word “talaq” thrice is not only
anti-constitutional, it is also anti-Quranic. Quranic
verse 2:229 states: “A divorce is only permissible
twice: After that (the parties should either hold
together on equitable terms, or separate with
kindness. It is not lawful for you, (men), to take
back any of your gifts (from your wives), except
when both parties fear that they would be unable
to keep the limits ordained by Allah. . If you
(judges) do indeed fear that they would be unable
to keep the limits ordained by Allah, there is no
blame on either of them if she gives something for
her freedom. These are the limits ordained by Allah;
so do not transgress them, if any do transgress

the limits ordained by Allah, such persons wrong
(themselves as well as others)”.

Pronouncing talaq in one sitting was a pre-
Islamic practice which was not validated by the
Quran. The second khalifa Hazrat Umar invoked
this pre-Islamic form of divorce and made it
irrevocable to punish men who would cheat their
second wife they wanted to marry. They would
claim that they had divorced their first wife by
pronouncing “talaq” thrice knowing that it was
not valid divorce.

This is not the first time that a high court has
held triple talaq to be invalid in law. In Rukia
Khatun’s case, the division bench of Gauhati High
Court at para 13 held that the correct law of talaq,
as ordained by Quran, is: (i) that “talaq” must be
for a reasonable cause; and (ii) that it must be
preceded by an attempt of reconciliation between
the husband and the wife by two arbiters, one
chosen by the wife from her family and the other
by the husband from his. If their attempts fail,
“talaq” may be effected.

Upholding these observations of the Gauhati High
Court, the Supreme Court in the case of Shamim
Ara v/s State of UP held, “A plea of previous divorce
taken in the written statement cannot at all be
treated as pronouncement of talaq by the husband
on the wife on the date of filing of the written
statement in the court”.

Triple talaq is neither constitutional nor a Quranic
form of divorce. Observations of the Allahabad
High Court would be before the Supreme Court
for consideration in the writ petition filed by
Shayara Bano strengthening the petitioner’s case.

Courtesy The Hindustan Times, Dec 09, 2016

Irfan Engineer is director, Centre for Study of
Society and Secularism, Mumbai.

The views expressed are personal

Triple talaq is neither constitutional nor a
Quranic form of divorce

Irfan Engineer



JANUARY 201732

Report of seminar on ‘Ten Years of Sachar
Committee Report: A Review’

Resolution demands de-reservation of Muslim majority seats and

creation of an Equal Opportunity Commission

On the completion of 10 years of the Justice

Sachar Committee Report, Socialist Yuvjan

Sabha (SYS), PUCL and Khudai Khidmatgar

organized a national seminar in New Delhi on

the 22nd of December 2016. The purpose of the

seminar was to find out how much work had

been done according to the committee’s

recommendation. The president of the Socialist

Party, Dr Prem Singh introduced the idea of the

seminar saying that this would be the first in a

series. In this first seminar on the subject

scholars and representatives of Muslim

organizations have been called as speakers.

Representatives of various political parties would

also be called later. So that they are able to tell

what extent the recommendations have been

implemented by their governments at the level

of the states and centre.     

Addressing the inaugural session, veteran

journalist Kuldip Nayar referring to the report

said that this report had done the job of unveiling

the truth. Muslims should get their rights. Today

the condition of Muslims has gone from bad to

worse. They are not being treated well. Earlier

politics was not linked to religion. But today

religion dominates politics. As per the constitution,

all citizens are equal. We all need to look into

our hearts to see what kind of society we really

want. The Sachar Committee report is as

relevant today as it ever was.  

  Prof. T. K. Oommen, who had been a

member of the Sachar Committee, said that this

report is a well known historic document. In this

report, through the instance of the Muslim

community, one gets a glimpse of the entire

Indian society. A person needs not just food to

live on, but also equality, security, recognition

and respect. Today, even those in minority

communities who have enough resources, are

not accorded the respect they are entitled to as

per the provisions of the Consitution. when we

talk of security we must remember that violence

is not merely physical, but also structural and

symbolic. Muslims often have to face such sort

of violence. For instance, calling them ‘beef

eaters’ is a living example of psychological and

mental violence. A Muslim is regarded with

suspicion. Though inequities are often seen in

societies, but inequities resulting from being born

in a   specific community must be seen as a

serious problem.    

Mr. Syed Mahmood Zafar, who was appointed

OSD by the government in Sachar Committee,

in his power-point presentation told that Muslims

in India are 14.2 percent, who are 73 percent

of the total minorities. Article 46 has provisions

for special care of weaker sections. According

to Sachar Committee report, Muslim society is

rather backward on social, economic and

educatonal parameters, and their level has been

falling since 2006. Only 10 percent of the

Committee’s recomendation, have been

implemented so far. A big factor in this is the

bare minimum representation of Muslims in

adminsitrative positions.

Maulana Mahmood Madni, general secretary

of Jamiat Ulama-I-Hind,  said that there is an

increasing trust deficit against Muslims in 

society. They are socially isolated. Being a

Muslim today has become a sign of terror. We

must pay attention to the education of Muslim

children and youth, so must the media and
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government.           

 The chair of the second session, Prof.

Manoranjan Mohanty said that all dispossessed

communities including minoroties must be

systematically studied and worked with. If

everyone continues to work separately, engaging

piecemeal with issues at random, it will not lead

to systematic, consolidated work. If one looks

at newspapers, books and magazines, very little

information is available on the social, economic

and cultural conditions of Muslims. The rights

of minority communities must be regarded

carefully. Violence rises when the rights of

minorities are threatened. When rights are

assured, then through due representation, social

change comes about.                  

  Dr. Salim Engineer, general secretary of

Jamat E Islami Hind said that many

recommendations came before the Sachar

Committee report, but this is a different and

special report, it is realistic, and work has been

done at ground level. what is the reason that

despite such a widely debated report, no change

is happening in the real conditions of minorities.

The reason is the duplicitousness and lack of

commitment on the part of governments and

political parties. In Indian jails, majority of

inmates are of minority communities, out of

which 85 % are Muslims. ‘Sabka Saath Sabka

Vikas’ is an emotional cliche, reality is quite the

opposite. the country is moving from democracy

towards fascism. The identity of this nation is

due to its diversity and multipicity, not due to

‘Hindu naitonalism’. 

  Senior journalist Qurban Ali said that this

report has always been accused of Muslim

appeasement. Madhu Limaye addressing a

public meeting had asked, where is Muslim

appeasement happening? Has it happened at

social, economic, cultural and educational

levels? If your mentality is discriminatory, you

cannot do good work. This discrimination

happens not only at the social but governmental

level also. He reminded that the government

circular of 1950, which said that Muslims should

not be appointed to sensitive positions, has still

not been changed.   

Former minister Manishankar Iyer said that

the accusation of appeaement stems from a

wrong mindset. When the Hindu personal law

exists, then there ought to be no objection to

Muslim personal law. Diversity is the identity

of India. the motive behind uniform cilvil code

is not equality of all, but destruction of the

Muslim identity. He accepted that even the

Congress governments did not do enough work

on the Sachar Committee recomendations.

however, these recommendations ought to be

implemented.       

Jamiat Ulama-I-Hind’s secretary, Hakimuddin

Qasmi said that Muslims should take initiative

and join everyone in the struggle for rights. They

should reject the mentality of fear and

pessimism. There are other communities in India

too that are discriminated against. The discussion

on Sachar Committee’s recomendations should

continue. He said that people should not work

with the feeling of revenge or of defeating

anyone else. All deprived groups must come

together to fight for the progress of their

communities and the nation. 

Giving the concluding remarks at the end of

the seminar, Dr. Prem Singh said the Sachar

Commitee report doesn’t merely give statistics,

but also guiding principles of what constitutes a

civilized society, and how India should conduct

itself vis-a-vis the rest of the contemporary

world. Very little work and too many promises

have happened in response to this committee’s

recomendations. We should have progressed

towards an egalitarian, democratic and secular

soceity, but the results are the opposite. Why is

it that those who sided with the British during

the feedom struggle have found acceptance not
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only within politics but also in society? The

communalism which came with the British;

which was limited to some pockets of cities,

has now spread to small towns and villages, even

to tribal areas as well. How did it so happen

that despite all the institutions being in the hands

of secular minded people such a lot of space is

taken up by communal forces? We need to be

self-critical too. By way of the new economic

policies adopted in 1991, neo-imperialism was

imposed on the country. The current conditions

are a result of that. The opponents of RSS keep

repeating its old agenda. Whereas it has a brand

new agenda of destroying ideology through

technology. When we work together with a fresh

perspective on practical and ideological level,

only then will we evolve an egalitarian, civil

society. He put forward a resolution on behalf

of the seminar which was unaimously accepted.

The resolution calls for de-reservation of Muslim

majority Vidhan Sabha seats and the constitution

of an Equal Opportunity Commision. (Resolution

attached)   

  The speakers were welcomed by Dr.

Ashwani Kumar in the beginning of the seminar

and Faisal Khan delivered the vote of thanks at

the end. The first session was conducted by

SYS national general secretary Bandana

Pandey and the second session was conducted

by Dr. Hiranya Himkar.

Report by Niraj, President SYS
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Press Note 23- 01- 2017

Annaji, What Happened to the

Appointment Of Lokpal?To,

Anna Hazare,

Maharashtra.

Dear Annaji,

We, the members of Gujarat Civil Society, hope and wish that you are in good health &

excellent spirit.

Looking to your TV interviews, we feel assured that your spirit for the good of the countrymen

is as high as it was in the past in spite of growing in age. That also reminds us the saintly

personalities late Shri Ravishankar Maharaj and late Shri Chunikaka (Chunibhai Vaidhya) who

lived till death for truth, and for the people.

People always know you as an icon or hero of the Lokpal movement of 2010 onward which

was essentially to make our country free from corruption. But, neither you nor anyone

cannot deny that the very people who shared dais with you and played lead role under your

umbrella in the movement have achieved their personal goals of capturing political power. Shri

Arvind Kejrival, Manish Sisodiya, V K Singh, Kiran Bedi and Kiran Kher are some of them. Not

surprisingly, Shri Narendra Modi, at that time, Gujarat CM, also supported you and the movement!

It is your image in the public that helped them to achieve political power. But looking to the

current scenario, the grass root people, common man and the youth in particular who turned out

from all the States of the country to support the movement under your leadership, is completely

disappointed since the hopes the movement had given have completely died.

In spite of Shri Narendra Modi being in the prime ministerial chair for the last two & a half

years, has kept the position of Lokpal vacant.

We wish to meet you and discuss the current situation and work out strategy that would

compel the central government / Modi Sarkar to appoint Lokpal.

We sincerely hope that that you would respond by giving your convenient dates to visit you.

With best regards,

Suresh Chandra Mehta Prakash N. Shah

Prabuddh Nagrik Shakti Munch President PUCL Gujarat.

Gautam Thaker Dwarikanath Rath

National President Movement For Secular Democracy.

Indian Radical Humanist Association M. 9426369858

Mo. 09825382556

C/O. Narmad Meghani Library, Opp. Mithakhali Railway Crossing, Ahmedabad     380006
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Human Rights Section:

People’s right to know the source of political party

funding - National Political Parties starting with

the BJP must comply with the RTI Act

Venkatesh Nayak

Celebrating the 41st anniversary of the judicial recognition of people’s right to know

These path breaking public statements have

come less than 20 days before the 41st

anniversary of the Supreme Court’s

finding about the people’s fundamental

right to know.

More than four decade ago, on 24th

January, 1975, a five-member

Constitution Bench of the Hon’ble

Supreme Court ruled that the people’s

right to know was implied within the

meaning and scope of the freedom of

speech and expression guaranteed under

Article 19(1)(a) of the Constitution [State

of Uttar Pradesh vs Raj Narain &

Ors., AIR 1975 SC 865]. While disposing a

petition seeking disclosure of the contents of

the “Blue Book” containing instructions for

ensuring the security of the then Prime

Minister, Ms. Indira Gandhi, Justice K K

Mathew explained the important of the

people’s right to know in the following words:

“74. In a government of responsibility

like ours, where all the agents of the public

must be responsible for their conduct, there

can but few secrets. The people of this

country have a right to know every public

act, everything, that is done in a public

way, by their public functionaries. They are

entitled to know the particulars of every

public transaction in all its bearing. The

right to know, which is derived from the

concept of freedom of speech, though not

absolute, is a factor which should make

one wary, when secrecy is claimed for

transactions which can, at any rate, have

no repercussion on public security. To

cover with veil secrecy the common routine

business, is not in the interest of the public.

Such secrecy can seldom be legitimately

desired. It is generally desired for the

purpose of parties and politics or personal

self-interest or bureaucratic routine. The

responsibility of officials to explain and

to justify their acts is the chief safeguard

against oppression and corruption.”

[emphasis added]

Although, the Late Shri Raj Narain who lost

the parliamentary bye-election from

Allahabad contesting against the Late Ms.

Gandhi, pressed his demand for openness on

the Government of India, the Apex Court’s

opinion about transparency in public life can

be extended to all public transactions including

those involving political parties without losing

the basic principle, namely, the people’s right

to know everything that is done in a public

way. This includes the collection of and

accounting for donations received by political

parties.

BJP’s silence on RTI about donations

received and deposited in 2016

On 10th November, two days after the

Central Government announced its decision

to demonetise all currency notes of Rs. 500

and Rs. 1,000 denomination, some opposition
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leaders accused the West Bengal State Unit

of the BJP of allegedly depositing large sums

of money in its bank account. They charged

the party with having prior knowledge of the

demonetisation decision that the Government

apparently kept a secret until it was officially

announced by the Hon’ble PM in his address

to the nation. According to media reports, the

President of the BJP’s WB State Unit is said

to have claimed that all donations were

properly receipted and available for

verification.

Attaching a copy of this press clipping,

on 14th November, 2016, I sent the

following RTI application to the Central

Public Information Officer of the BJP

through Shri Ram Madhav, General

Secretary, BJP:

“At the outset,  I  would like to

congratulate your party, being the main

constituent of the National Democratic

Alliance Government, for taking the bold

step of ensuring the demonetisation of high

value currency notes of Rs. 500 and Rs.

1,000 denomination. I have enclosed a

media report published today about a

statement purportedly made by one of your

party functionaries, that copies of all

receipts issued against cash received by

your party from the public in the form of

donations are available with your party for

verification.

Pursuant to the order of the Central

Information Commission in the matter of

Subhash Chandra Aggarwal and Anr. vs

Bharatiya Janata Party & Ors., in case

Nos. CIC/SM/C/2011//001386 and CIC/

SM/C/2011/000838, dated 3rd June, 2013,

holding your party as a public authority

under the RTI Act, I would like to obtain

the following information from your party,

under the RTI Act:

1) A clear photocopy of all

receipts issued by your party against

cash donations received from any

member of the public or any institution

or organisation from 01 January, 2016

till date;

 2)       A clear photocopy of the

counterfoils of all bank deposit slips

maintained by your party as evidence

of cash deposited in your designated

bank accounts, across the country from

01 January, 2016 till date;

3)       A clear photocopy of all

correspondence made by your party

with any authority in the Government

of India, relating to the issue of

demonetisation of high value currency

notes that was done on 08/09 November,

2016.”

Apart from seeking details of donations

received and deposited I wanted to know
whether the BJP had made any formal
representation to the Central Government

prior to or after the demonetisation decision
was announced on the subject. Surely, as the
largest national party in the Lok Sabha, the

BJP would have formally conveyed some
views to the Central Government before or
after the demonetisation exercise, on that

subject.

The RTI application was delivered to

the national Head Office of the BJP on

the 16th of November. Let alone send a

reply, the BJP has not even

acknowledged receipt of this RTI

application till date. 

All six national political parties are non-

compliant with the RTI Act

In June 2013, the Central Information
Commission (CIC) declared six national

political parties (BJP, INC, CPI, CPI-M, BSP
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and NCP), public authorities under The Right

to Information Act, 2005 (RTI Act). All

these parties including the BJP have not

complied with the directions of the CIC. The

CIC’s decision and a detailed history of this

case of non-compliance are available on the

website of the Association for Democratic

Reforms (ADR) which is spearheading the

civil society initiative for transparency in the

working of all political parties.

Three Information Commissioners are

currently hearing multiple cases regarding

non-compliance of these six national political

parties with their June 2013 order. The

aggrieved RTI applicants - Mr. Subhash

Chandra Agarwal and ADR have also filed a

Public Interest Litigation (PIL) suit in the

Supreme Court regarding this non-compliance.

Both cases have seen slow progress. 

All six political parties have hired a battery

of lawyers - young and old, who are raising

minor technical matters before the CIC in

hearing after hearing instead of accepting

their obligations under the RTI Act. Till date,

only one RTI complainant has completed his

verbal arguments before the CIC. ADR and I

have filed Intervention Applications in this case.

The next date of hearing in this case is not

announced yet.

Given the current demonetisation exercise

and the weak provisions in the Representation

of the People Act, 1951 , for enforcing

transparency in party-funding, the RTI Act

provides the best solution for all political parties

to become transparent. There is no need to

reinvent the wheel for the six national

political parties. They are already public

authorities under the RTI Act. None of

them has challenged the CIC’s order

before any court of law. The UPA

Government’s Bill to insulate all political

parties at the national and the State level

from the RTI Act lapsed with the

dissolution of the 14th Lok Sabha in May

2014. So there is no legal obstacle for the

six national political parties to lead the way

for other State level political parties

towards transparency. 

Will the BJP live up to its tallest leader’s

vision of transparency and lead by example as

desired is a question every citizen should ask.

They can embark on this exercise by appointing

CPIOs and first appellate authorities under the

RTI Act and disclose their organisational details

and funding and spending in accordance with

Section 4(1) of the Act. 

The Hon’ble PM has shown the green

signal for greater transparency in political

affairs. Will the Raths of all political parties

move in this direction remains to be seen.

In order to access our

previous email alerts on RTI and related

issues please click on:

 www.humanrightsinitiative.org/blog.

Martin Luther King, Jr. noted: “Lamentably, it is a

historical fact that privileged groups seldom give up

their privileges voluntarily.” 

Let us in an upper caste-dominated society acknowledge the vast

undeserved space we occupy. Let us cede what has to be ceded.
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The Supreme Court of India has time and again restricted use of unique identification (UID)

number or Aadhaar to public distribution system (PDS) Scheme, the liquefied petroleum gas (LPG)

distribution scheme, the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme

(MGNREGS), National Social Assistance Programme (Old Age Pensions, Widow Pensions,

Disability Pensions), Prime Minister’s Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) and Employees’ Provident

Fund Organisation (EPFO).  The Supreme Court has repeatedly emphasised that the UID number

where permitted “is purely voluntary and it cannot be made mandatory till the matter is finally

decided by the Court one way or the other”. The apex court emphasised that “The information

about an individual obtained by the Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) while  issuing

an Aadhaar card shall not be used for any other purpose, save as above”.

The Union of India was also required to “give wide publicity in the electronic and print media

including radio and television networks that it is not mandatory for a citizen to obtain an Aadhaar

card”.

In practice, in blatant contempt of the Courts orders and complete disrespect for the of the Rule

of Law various government and non-government agencies have been using the UID number for

functions beyond those permitted as also mandating the UID in some of the functions. Information

of individuals obtained by the UIDAI has been shared beyond the purposes allowed by the Supreme

Court. The government has failed to even issue notifications to its departments or to the UIDAI to

cease all use of the UID number beyond that permitted by the Supreme Court.

As a consequence of the government’s coercion and disrespect of respect the Rule of Law,

helpless citizens are being made to suffer for not using a UID number. Many with a UID number

are being made to suffer if their biometric fails or if their number has already been used by

unknown persons.

At least a dozen petitions, including several contempt petitions remain unheard by the Supreme

Court.

What can helpless citizens do?

Here is a draft notice of contempt along with copies of the relevant orders of the Supreme Court

that should be served to each agency in contempt of the orders of the Supreme Court after editing

as required.

CITIZENS’ ISSUES : Public Interest

Resisting violations of the Supreme

Court Orders on Aadhaar

12 December 2016 Dr Anupam Saraph
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Dear Sir/Madam,

Subject: Contempt of Rule of Law and the orders of the Supreme Court of India

We are shocked that you have been continuing to require and use the UID number and associated

data for purposes beyond that approved by the Supreme Court of India. We are also disturbed that you

are mandating the requirement of the UID number. This is an unbelievable disrespect of the rule of law

and of the repeated orders of the Supreme Court of India.

Your actions have also resulted in coercing children, elderly and others alike to have to register for an

UID number against their free will. Your actions also constitute an illegal functional creep that cannot be

morally or legally justified. Your actions reek of creating a fait accompli before the court finally decides

on the matter and hence does not uphold the promise of justice, liberty, equality or fraternity.

We draw your attention to the Hon’ble Supreme Court’s orders of 11 August 2015 restricting the use

of Aadhaar to PDS Scheme, for the distribution of foodgrains, and cooking fuel, such as kerosene and

LPG. This was extended to allow its use for the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee

Scheme (MGNREGS), National Social Assistance Programme (Old Age Pensions, Widow Pensions,

Disability Pensions) Prime Minister’s Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) and Employees’ Provident Fund

Organisation (EPFO) in its orders of 15 October 2015. The Court also stated that the information about

an individual obtained by the Unique Identification Authority of India while issuing an Aadhaar card shall

not be used for any other purpose. The use of the UID number/ Aadhaar or information associated with

it for any purposes other than that allowed by the court as well as it being mandated for any purposes not

allowed by the court is a contempt of the rule of law and the orders of the Hon’ble Supreme Court of

India. We also draw your attention to the orders of 15 October 2015 where the Court reiterated that the

UID number/Aadhaar card Scheme is purely voluntary and it cannot be made mandatory for the permitted

uses till the matter is finally decided by this Court one way or the other.

We require that you immediately cease to require the UID number as your usage does not fall into the

allowed uses of the UID/ We require you to end the mandatory requirement for the UID number and

make the procedures for those with or without the UID number identical.

We trust you will share your compliance of the orders within 7 days, publish widely your decision to

abide by the orders of the Supreme Court and not cause us to seek other remedies and relief for your

failure to respect the rule of law.

Sincerely yours, CC

1. Shri Nripendra Mishra, Principal Secretary to Prime Minister, 152, South Block, Raisina Hill, New

Delhi-110011

2. Prime Minister of India, 152, South Block, Raisina Hill, New Delhi-110011 Email:

narendramodi@narendramodi.in Twitter: @narendramodi @pmoindia

3. President of India, Rashtrapati Bhavan, New Delhi - 110 004 email: [email protected]

4. Chief Justice of India, ! Chief Justice’s Conference Secretariat, Supreme Court of India, Tilak

Marg, New Delhi-110 201

Dr. Anupam Saraph is a Professor, Future Designer, former governance and IT advisor to

Goa’s former Chief Minister Manohar Parrikar and the Global Agenda Councils of the World

Economic Forum.

Name/Address of concerned authority that
is forcing for an Aadhaar number
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CHANAKYA   TODAY
Publishers : Unicorn Books

Year of Publication: 2016

Pages 264, Price 196/-

Reviewed by (Ms) Shalu Nigam

India has been a land of great thinkers and

scholars who have been widely acclaimed for

their wisdom. Chanakya was one of them. The

book combines and presents the wisdom of this

scholar who lived 2300 years ago and provides

a meaningful insight into the subject of political

economy and power while linking it with

everyday lives of the people. Chanakya was a

master of all trades as his work as well as his

knowledge expands widely.

Years back, Chanakya was a great teacher,

brilliant strategist, thinker, economist and a

diplomat who penned down his thoughts on

proven principles of political economy and civil

society. He made great contributions and was

instrumental in changing the course of Indian

history. His ideas continu to influence the daily

lives of Indian men and women even today.

Rather, his ideas are more relevant as ever as

he propounded the ‘term Vijigeeshu or

Aspirant-Conqueror of the globalized world –

not in terms of territory but in terms of economic

development’.

The present book starts with the introduction

of Chanakya’s life and the way of thinking and

the author has made a humble attempt to put

his life and struggles in a lucid language for the

readers so as to draw connection with his grand

personality. Chanakya was a key advisor to

Chandragupta Maurya (317-293 BC), who

defeated the Nanda King, stopped the advance

of Alexander. After Chandragupta’s conquest

of many tribes, his famous grandson Ashoka

(268-232 BC) was able to consolidate the

empire further and ‘the empire of Ashoka owed

a lot of the economic and administrative

principles to Chanakya’. Chanakya thus made

a significant mark in the history of India as the

‘emperor-maker’.

Though Chanakya was a staunch believer of

Brahaminical traditions, his intellectual genius

commanded a lot of respect during his time and

even today he is famous for his greatness. He

clearly focused on the significance of spiritual

and sensual aspects of life and not just the

pursuit of material gains. Due to his political

wisdom and diplomatic skills he is called as

‘Machiaville of India’. Machiaville, an Italian

thinker opined that there are no geographical

limits to territorial expansion but Chanakya’s

foreign policy is much broader and sensible than

the former. He argued that the national interest

should override moral principles. The Book also

draws parallel between Chanakya and Krishna,

the advisor of Pandavas, and argues that

Chanakya’s work was empirical rather than

theoretical. In this book, it has also been said

that Chanakya may even be called Keynesian

of India because of his great work in economics

besides his essential management skills of

talent-spotting and identifying leadership

qualities. In his book on Ideas of Justice,

Amratya Sen has referred to the idea of justice

in Kautilya’s Arthashastra while using the

concept of nyaya and niti.  Chanakya also

provided the concept of the ̀ Welfare state’ when

he argued that the king also has the responsibility

of providing maintenance to children, to the

aged, sick, endangered and orphaned, the

childless and the widows. He is thus not only

By Dipavali Sen
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an accomplished economist but a great political

scientist whose contributions have been

recognized even today in the liberalized

globalized world.  He wrote, “Feelings are basis

of everything. If one serves as an icon made of

wood, stone or metal with a genuine feeling, it

succeeds in pleasing Vishnu. The deity dwells

in neither wood nor stone, nor earth. He dwells

in genuine feelings which are basis for

everything (Niti 8.10-12). He further wrote,

“There is no enemy like sacrificial ceremony. It

burns up a nation deficient in food grains, a priest

deficient in the knowledge of sacred chants, and

a performer of sacrifice who is deficient in his

donations”. (Niti 8.22)

Many scholars like Henry Kissinger, Pandit

Jawahar Lal Nehru and Harihar Shastri agreed

that Chanakya was a man of great intellect,

pragmatism and action. His treatise

Arthashastra is known as one of ‘the world’s

most incisive treatise on statecraft’. For

instance, at one place he wrote, “The heart is

empty without intelligence and everything is

empty without wealth.” Kautilya’s

Arthashastra has a profound influence on

military doctrine as well as Indian diplomacy.

His simple principles provide a glimpse into his

wisdom such as his following message: “The

huge elephant is controlled by the small probe

(ankusha). The deep darkness is dispelled by

the flame of lamp.”

Chanakya’s writing style is terse and tight yet

poetic. For example, he beautifully conveyed a

strong message in the following few words: “A

single sweet smelling flowering tree makes the

entire forest fragrant, just as single worthy scion

glorifies the entire family line. A single dried up

tree, when it goes up in flames makes the entire

forest catch fire, just as unworthy son ruins the

entire family. A single moon lights up the entire

night. So does a good son, honest and well

educated illuminate entire family line”. He

emphasized on learning and all his principles are

addressed to kings, the rulers and the

bureaucrats.

‘Chanakya Today’ brings together all the three

works Chanakya or Kautilya associated with.

These are Kautilya Arthashastra, Chanakya Niti

and Chanakya Sutra. It is a wonderfully written

book which contains couplets and other text

forms written by Chanakya, explained in a lucid

simple language.

Compared to other books, literature and

material available in diverse form on the life and

work of Chanakya, this book provides cogent,

readable and faithful English translation of all

three of Chanakya’s work while giving full

description of Niti and Sutra and abridging

Arthashastra so that a reader could get a

comprehensive idea of what Chanakya’s

writings actually contain. This Book is written

in a simple manner without distorting or overly

simplifying what Chanakya has said. It is like

Chanakya speaks to us in his own voice and

provides a comprehensive idea of what

Chanakya’s writings actually contain.  The book

could be a stepping stone for the young readers

who may have an elementary knowledge about

the Indian scholars and wish to get acquainted

with the great thinkers in India.

Lie - hunting is my profession.  This is thankless job.  But someone must tell the truth,

if it is not to remain an empty concept.  I have been lie-hunting ever since I learned to

think for myself to distinguish facts from fictions.  It has not won me popularity.

                                                                                        M.N. Roy

LIE-HUNTING
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