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Surendra Mohan ( 1926 -2010) 

 - Qurban Ali 

 
A torch-bearer of the socialist movement, veteran socialist leader renowned thinker, 

activist, ideologue and writer Surendra Mohan was born in Ambala (United Punjab) on 

December 4th, 1926.He was educated at  S.A. Jain College, Ambala City, Banaras Hindu 

University, D.A.V. College Jullundur City and D.A.V. College, Dehradun 

 

His romance with socialist movement started in 1942 during Quit India Movement when 

he was still a student of eleventh standard at Banaras Hindu University (BHU).He Was 

General Secretary, District Students Congress, Jullundur, 1945-46.A Lecturer by 

profession and political worker by choice, Surendra Mohan took part in student, peasant 

and political agitations and went to jail several times in 1950, 1957, 1973, 1974 and in 

1975-76 during emergency. 

 

After the formation of Socialist Party in 1948 he became whole timer of the party at his 

native place Ambala and later became the district Secretary of the party. In July 1952 he 

was the Chairman of the reception committee of the State conference of the Punjab 

Socialist Party held at Ropar (now Roop Nagar) and inaugurated by Dr Rammanohar 

Lohia. 

 

For higher education Surendra Mohan went to Dehradun from where he obtained 

masters degree in sociology. He was investigator, Agra University, 1955-56 and was 

Lecturer in Sociology at Kashi Vidyapeeth, Varanasi, 1956-58.Later he resigned and 

opted to be a full-time political worker. He proved his mettle in the Praja Socialist Party 

and rose to become first General Secretary of its youth wing, All India Samajwadi Yuwak 

Sabha, 1960-61, Joint Secretary, PSP, 1965-71, (in between he  was Joint Secretary of 

Samyukta Socialist Party, also for a brief period in 1964-65) and later the General 

Secretary of the All India Socialist Party, from 1972-77.  

 

He was one of the General Secretaries of the Janata Party in 1977 (from 23
rd

 January 

1977 to April 30, 1977) and played a vital role in its historic victory. He was elected to 

the Rajya Sabha for a term from 1978-84.He was again appointed General Secretary of 

the Janata Party in September 1977 and hold this post till Feburary, 1981, and was 

member of its National Executive till October 1988.  

 

He remained with the Janata Party, Janata Dal, Janata Dal (Secular) and was finally the 

President of the Socialist Janata Party till his death in December, 2010. He was a 

conscience keeper for the various factions and parties that emerged from Janata family. 
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He had been a school teacher, a college lecturer, entrepreneur, a trade union leader, an 

environmental activist, human rights and civil liberty activist and a Parliamentarian. He 

participated in many National and International seminars on Youths, Workers 

Associations and Agricultural labour and attended the Socialist International, Hamburg 

and of IUSY in Vienna in 1959.He organised social education among weaker sections, 

1948-55, and involved in programme of rural development. He lent himself to several 

movements including the one in recent times against mega dams.  

A political leader who believed in the power of ideas, Surendra Mohan was a prolific 

reader and regular columnist in Hindi and English for many newspapers. He was also the 

Editor of the socialist journal Janata. Four collections of his essays in Hindi were 

published besides three books authored by him. He was associated with Yusuf 

Meherally Centre, and Peoples Union for Civil Liberties ever since its foundation and was 

very active in promoting human rights. During the last six decades of his life, he spent 

much of his energy with youth, social movements and people’s organizations like the 

Nikhil Bharat Banbasi Panchayat, Khet Mazdoor Sabha, Hind Mazdoor Sabha, National 

Alliance for Peoples Movements, Socialist Front, Rashtra Seva Dal. An internationalist at 

heart, he was active with Socialist International and supported Nepal’s democratic 

struggle. 

  

A friend of all the pro-people initiatives in the country, he would be missed by a wide 

range of followers and admirers across the political spectrum, socialist workers, pro-

people intellectuals and peoples movements across the country. 

Surendra Mohan was admired for his intellectual honesty, moral uprightness and 

personal sacrifices. He was imprisoned during emergency and when Morarji Desai-led 

Janata Party came to power, he declined the job of a Union minister. He was spokesman 

of the Janata Party during 1977, General elections and played a crucial role during the 

elections and in the formation of the first non-congress government at the centre. 

He was widely respected for his simple life and political integrity, Surendra Mohan was a 

member of Rajya Sabha (1978-84) and the Chairman of Khadi and Village Industries 

Commission (1996-98).  

In 2009, he was elected the president of the Dr Rammanohar Lohia Birth Centenary 

Programme Committee. His close associates describe him as a “directory of Socialists” in 

India as well as abroad. He had good connections with socialists in other countries and 

had personal rapport with Gandhians, civil society movements and intellectuals. He was 

an ideal socialist. Till the end he struggled for the deprived and the downtrodden. He 

made it a point to come to all programmes, big and small, for the causes he believed in.”  
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During the emergency 1975-77, Surendra Mohan had suffered heart attack in jail and 

needed medical attention. Jayaprakash Narain asked him to come out on parole and get 

medical treatment but he refused. He then was treated at the All-India Medical Institute 

as a prisoner. 

 So committed was he to the cause of socialism that for several years he did not pay 

attention to getting married. One day his worried mother asked him when he would 

marry. Finally he married Ms. Manju Mohan in 1974 and had a son and a daughter.He 

was a common man but when he spoke he stood out as an extraordinary person. 

Surendra Mohan passed away on 18
th

 December 2010 in Delhi. 

On his death many political and social leaders and political parties paid rich tributes to 

him and termed him a fighter of socialist ideals for an egalitarian and just society.  

The CPI said “he was a friend of the Communists and always took initiatives in building 

bridges for broad based struggles. Not only did he stand all his life for the causes of the 

downtrodden, vulnerable and poor people of the country but also remained active to 

these causes till the last.’’  

The Samajwadi Party said “He was the modern link of the old socialist movement. His 

thought and writings are a great influence on the new generation. Not only in words, 

was he a true socialist in action and deed. He created no wealth and lived a simple life 

full of personal sacrifices. The country has lost a true socialist”. 

He was a prolific writer and contributed hundreds of articles on political and sociological 

questions in daily papers and periodicals in Hindi, Urdu and English. He started writing in 

PSP Journal ‘Janata’ in 1958, and was its editor till his death. 
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BOOKS BY SURENDRA MOHAN 

Samajvad, Dharmanirapekshata, aura samajika nyaya By Surendra Mohan.Rajkamal 

Prakashan, New Delhi.2006-331 pages. 

Vikalpa kā rāstā: naī ārthika nītiyoṃ kā viśleshaṇa, by Surendra Mohan.Rājakamala 

Prakāśana, 2010-399 pages.Articles chiefly based on new economic policies of India; 

previously published. 

Vartamāna rājanīti kī jvalanta cunautiyā, by Surendra Mohan.Anāmikā Pabliśar and 

Distrībuters, 2011-222 pages.Articles, chiefly based on capitalism and political themes. 

Dr Rammanohar Lohia ki Neetiyan, by Surendra Mohan.Anāmikā Pabliśar and 

Distrībuters, 2010.Articles 

 

ARTICLES/REFRENCES 

Fifty years of socialist movement in India: retrospect and prospects, by G.C.K. Reddy. 

Samata Era Publication, 1984-170 pages.Article by Surendra Mohan, The Turbulent 

Years: 1952-55. 

Changing face of India: essays in honour of Balraj Puri. Balraj Puri. Konark Publishers, 

1994-206 pages.Contributed articles on various aspects of contemporary India covering 

history, social changes, cultural challenges, ethnicity, etc., one by Surendra Mohan. 

Evolution of socialist policy in India, Edited by Surendra Mohan, Haridev Sharma, Vinod 

Prasad Singh, Sunilam.Published by Janata Dal, 1997-488 pages. 

Towards socialism: a special issue for the 15th party Congress of All India Forward 

Bloc.Central Committee of All India Forward Bloc, 2005-96 pages.One article by 

Surendra Mohan. 

Rebels against the raj: who is who of freedom fighters in Haryana, 1885-1947, Volume 1, 

by Kripal Chandra Yadav, Rāmeśvara Dāsa.Mounto Pub. House, 1994-234 

pages.Mentioned about Surendra Mohans profile on page no. 76.  

Report of the general secretaries, May 1977-January 1981Janata Party,Published by 

Surendra Mohan.Janata Party, 1981-131 pages. 

Regeneration of India: its imperatives, by Surendra Mohan, Chandra Bhal Tripathi, 

Society for Communal Harmony (New Delhi, India).Society for Communal Harmony, 

2001-249 pages.Contributed articles. 
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India quarterly: Volume 23.Indian Council of World Affairs. 1967.INDIA'S FOREIGN 

POLICY-THE PSP VIEW By SURENDRA MOHAN. 

People's struggle without precedent, by Surendra Mohan Janata 29(28) 15, August 1974.  

ON RESIGNATION OF CHARAN SINGH Shri Surendra Mohan then moved the following 

resolution: "The National Executive appeals to all members of the Party to close their 

ranks and create an atmosphere of goodwill, trust and unity in the Party.The Annual 

register of Indian political parties, Volume 1990, Issue 2.Indian Institute of Applied 

Political Research.Orientalia (India), 1979. 

Article by Surendra Mohan in Janata era: second year of Janata Party.Published by N.C. 

Jain for Janata Party, 1979-116 pages. 

Anti-reservation agitation in Gujarat, by Surendra Mohan, Janata, 1st May day 15, 1985. 

ACHARYA NARENDRA DEVA'S STRUGGLE AGAINST VULGARISATION OF MARXISM, by 

Surendra Mohan in Acharya Narendra Deva birth centenary volume.Narendra Deva, 

Prem Bhasin. 1990-386 pages. 

 BJP Shiva Sena's New Zeal for Common Code, by Surendra Mohan, Mainstream, July 15, 

1995. 

Evolution of socialist policy in India.Editor Surendra Mohan, Haridev Sharma. Prof. Vinod 

Prasad Singh, Sunilam.Publisher, Janata Dal, 1997-488 pages 

Struggles & memoirs of the socialists, 1947-1957: Punjab, Pepsu, Haryana & Himachal 

Pradesh, by K. L. Johar.Harman Pub. House, 01-Jan-1997-404 pages.Brief biographical 

sketches of eminent socialists in India including of Surendra Mohan. 

Towards socialism: a special issue for the 15th party Congress of All India Forward Bloc, 

Central Committee of All India Forward Bloc, 2005-96 pages.Article by Surendra Mohan, 

What Should be Done? 

 

 


