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The images of floods and 
mudslides in Kerala, known as 
“God’s own country”, should be 
a wake-up call—we should ask 
ourselves if we are on a sustainable 
development path.

In the 1970s, deforestation was 
leading to landslides and floods 
in what is now Uttarakhand. The 
women of the mountains banded 
together as “Chipko” to stop the 
logging. I became a volunteer in the 
Chipko movement. After devastating 
floods of 1978, the government 
realised that the small revenues it 
collected from extractive forestry 
in the fragile hills were insignificant 
in the context of the costs of flood 
destruction.

The Gadgil report on the Western 
Ghats established that deforestation 
of fragile catchments, building of too 
many dams and construction in flood 
plains was a recipe for ecological 
disaster. Add to it climate extremes 
driven by climate change, and we 
have the disaster we are now seeing 
in Kerala.

Every ecological warning 
was ignored as governments of 
different parties share the religion 

Kerala Wake-Up Call on Growth  
and Development

Vandana Shiva

of ‘development’ and ‘growth’. 
These two words dominate the 
economic, political, social and 
cultural discourse. They are amoeba 
words that can be given whatever 
shape/meaning the speaker and 
listener assign to them.

Development is originally a 
biological, not an economic term. It 
refers to the auto-poetic evolution of 
a seed into a plant, an embryo into 
a person. It refers to self-organised, 
self-directed, self-evolutionary 
development. The structure of future 
forms of development is enfolded 
in the complex potential of living 
systems.

‘Development’ was genetically 
engineered into an economic/
political concept on January 20, 1949 
when US President Harry Truman, 
in his inaugural speech, declared 
the former Southern Hemisphere 
colonies—that had been drained of 
their wealth through colonisation—
as “underdeveloped areas” needing 
development, which now became 
another term for recolonisation.

From its meaning as self-
organised evolution, it now became 
an externally imposed economic 
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system designed to keep former 
colonies dependent on the empire, 
entrapped in debt, a source of rents 
from interest repayments. In a 
meeting at Bretton Woods in 1944, 
two years after Mahatma Gandhi 
gave the “Quit India” call, new 
institutions like the World Bank 
and IMF were created to continue 
colonial extraction and economic 
drain. ‘Development’ became the 
new colonisation to legitimise 
displacement of tribals from their 
forests and farmers from their land.

‘Growth’ too has its origins 
in the world of biology and life. 
Plants grow, children grow. Growth, 
like development, earlier referred 
to growth and flourishing of life. 
‘Growth’ as GDP was invented to 
mobilise resources for war. The 
definition of growth was based on “if 
you produce what you consume, you 
don’t produce”. This was a global 
assault on local self-provisioning, 
self-reliant economies.

Nature’s amazing cycles of 
renewal of water and nutrients are 
defined thus as non-production. The 
world’s small peasants, providing 
72 per cent of its food, are defined 
as unproductive. Women who do 
most of the work are defined as 
not working in this paradigm of 
‘growth’.

GDP, or gross domestic product, 
emerged both as the most powerful 
number and dominant concept of 
our times. It is supposed to measure 
the wealth of nations. Limitless 
growth is the fantasy of economists, 
businesses and politicians. It’s seen 
as a measure of wealth and progress.
Vandana Shiva <vandana.shiva@
gmail.com> 

It is repeatedly said that to 
remove poverty, we must have 
growth. The rich must become 

super-rich, millionaires become 
billionaires, so that ‘growth’ can 
end poverty.

The increase of money flow via 
GDP is totally disassociated from 
real value, but those who accumulate 
financial resources can stake claim 
on people’s real resources—land and 
water, forests and seeds. ‘Hungry’ 
money is predating on the last drop 
of water and the last inch of land 
on the planet. This isn’t an end to 
poverty, but an end to human rights, 
justice and ecological security. 
People are made disposable in a 
world where money rules and the 
value of money has replaced human 
values that lead to sustainability, 
justice and human dignity.

What growth measures is the 
super-profits of the one per cent. 
What it fails to measure is destruction 
of life in nature and society. The 
poverty and exclusion of the 99 
per cent from the economy of one 
per cent is linked to the growth 
paradigm. It’s said that the cake must 
grow bigger so that it can be shared 
among a larger number. That’s how 
poverty will be removed in the 
fundamentalist religion of growth.

But the illusions substituting real 
wealth and real people are actually 
making the ecological/material 
cake shrink. Further, the shrinking 
cake is being poisoned by processes 
that create ‘growth’. A shrinking 
poisoned cake becomes a cause 
for increasing poverty, inequality, 
disease. It’s not an answer to poverty, 
it’s the cause of both poverty and 
ecological destruction.

The processes that allow the 
one per cent to accumulate limitless 
wealth are also those through which 
they grab resources and livelihoods 
of people, creating poverty. The 
creation of extreme poverty and 

accumulation of extreme wealth 
is a single interconnected process. 
England’s increase in wealth during 
colonialism was linked to the 
creation of poverty and famines in 
India. The concentration of wealth 
in the hands of the one per cent is 
linked to the planetary crisis, and 
the crisis of deepening hunger and 
poverty.

Economic growth hides the 
poverty it creates, both through 
destruction of nature, and nature’s 
ability to provide goods and services, 
as well as through destroying self-
provisioning capacities of societies 
which Gandhi called “swadeshi”. 
The manipulation of the economy 
through GDP needs to be replaced 
by a development model for the 
well-being of all life and all people.

That’s why nations like Bhutan 
have adopted Gross National 
Happiness instead of Gross National 
Product to measure well-being. 
Economists like Joseph Stiglitz 
and Amartya Sen have admitted 
that GDP doesn’t capture the 
human condition. Navdanya (the 
organisation with which Vandana 
Shiva is associated – editor) is 
working with Bhutan to make a 
transition to a 100 per cent organic 
Bhutan, as well as transition from 
GDP to Gross National Happiness as 
a measure of socio-economic well-
being. Growing organic is growing 
happiness and well-being for the 
planet—for farmers as well as for 
everyone who eats.

Email: vandana.shiva@gmail.com
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Language has always been 
a subject of great consideration 
and concern for human beings. 
The scholars of language have 
been incessantly trying to interpret 
this phenomenon since times 
immemorial. There is no dearth of 
studies which are devoted to language 
in general. However, most of these 
studies are made in descriptive, 
technical and mechanical modes.

The study of language has to 
be made keeping in view the fact 
that language is essentially and 
predominantly a social phenomenon. 
Language is not merely a system 
of conveying information, it also 
fulfills some social functions. The 
development of sociolinguistics has 
shifted the emphasis from an abstract 
study of the rules of language to 
study of language in relation to 
social factors. Politically speaking, 
language and linguistic policies 
may be used as means of achieving 
the dominance of one class over the 
other. Language provides additional 
power to the socially advantageous 
class in the society. This paper 
attempts to study the language 
issue in India in the socio–political–
cultural context. 

We make our study in the 
light of the Gramscian concept of 
hegemony. Gramsci, the Italian 
Marxist thinker, has formulated a 
concept of hegemony to elucidate 
how the ideology of the ruling class 
comes to be accepted by the ruled. 
According to Gramsci, the ruling 
class does not achieve its domination 
on the subjects through force alone, 
but by making the subjects willingly 
submit themselves to their masters. 

Political Sociology of English Education in India

Dilip Chavan  

This is achieved through ideological 
hegemony, which is combination of 
coercion and consent. The tenets 
of this ideology which benefit only 
the ruling or oppressing class are 
accepted by the oppressors as well 
the oppressed. In other words, the 
oppressed internalise the ideology 
of the oppressor. The oppressed 
become the ‘collaborators’ of their 
own oppressors. Language is one 
of the ideological apparatuses used 
by the oppressors. It functions as 
the carrier of the ideology of the 
oppressor.

The Gramcian concept of 
hegemony and the importance of 
language as an ideological apparatus 
can be illustrated well by citing the 
example of Sanskrit language. In 
a country as large as India, it has 
always been necessary to have one 
language functioning as the lingua-
franca or link language. In the 
classical times, Sanskrit performed 
this role. During that time, this 
language was the vehicle of the 
ideology of the ruling class (ruling 
varnas or castes). As Robert D. King 
puts it: 

Suffice it to say here that the 
great unifier of India has always 
been ‘Brahmanical ideology’; 
not only the familiar structures 
of Hinduism such as caste, cow 
worship, religious ceremonies, 
cremation and so on, but the 
intellectual authorities of 
the great classical texts, the 
Vedas, the Upanishadas, the 
Bhagvadagita. The instrument 
of penetration of Brahminised 
ideology into the Deccan and the 

south was the Sanskrit language 
and the sacred texts written in 
Sanskrit.i

As Sanskrit was considered the 
language of deities and celestial 
beings and their surrogates on Earth, 
access to it was restricted, by and 
large, to the upper varnas of the 
Brahmins and Kshatriyas.

 
English Education: Colonial 
Period

Like the educational policies, 
the linguistic policies also arise out 
of the contemporary needs of the 
ruling class. They are framed to suit 
to the interests of the elite. Many 
colonial documents reveal the fact 
that the British colonial rulers in 
India used “linguistics” to achieve 
“non-linguistic” goals. They used 
English (the education of English) 
to establish their hegemonic rule 
over India. ‘Linguistic colonialism’ 
was part of ‘economic colonialism’. 
Macaulay’s Minute on Education 
clearly states that the colonial power 
intended to create an educated 
and westernised class that would 
function as a mediating class 
between the ruler and the ruled. 
English education offered various 
opportunities of personal gains to 
only the upper classes / castes of 
society; and they came forward with 
a great zeal to enjoy the fruits of this 
language. 

Post-Colonial Period
After independence, India 

should have redefined the goals and 
priorities in education in general 
and English education in particular. 
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However, it is a fact that English 
education in post-colonial India 
has only been a continuation of the 
colonial experience.

Af te r  independence ,  the 
domestic eli te castes/classes 
tightened their hold on the levers 
of power at the national level. This 
group controls the higher echelons 
of politics, bureaucracy, the armed 
forces, corporate business and the 
professions. And so, it continued 
with the British education policy of 
having English as the most important 
medium of instruction in education. 
Education in general and English 
education in particular became 
an additional tool in the hands of 
this national elite to exercise its 
domination over the country. 

The post-colonial education 
policy resulted in a dual education 
system in an already stratified Indian 
society. The rich upper castes had 
for their children private high cost 
English medium schools, and after 
studying in these schools, their 
children easily got the few cushy 
and lucrative jobs available in the 
country. As a section of the not-
so-rich lower castes became more 
wealthy, they also began sending 
their children to these English 
medium schools, and they were 
even willing to pay huge amounts 
for this. The other side of the coin 
was that as a result of this class–
caste based educational policies, 
the majority of the poor population 
has remained uneducated and, 
resultantly, deprived of English.

Since the 1970s, because of 
democratic politics and the Green 
Revolution, there has taken place 
the rise of a new regional elite class 
in India. This class has arisen from 
the dominant peasant castes in the 
respective states. They have not 
only acquired economic clout but 

also political clout in their respective 
regions. They are now trying hard to 
create a space for themselves in the 
power structure at the national level.

Over the last thirty years, the 
old national elite has gradually 
incorporated the regional elites into 
itself. The relationship between the 
national elites and the regional elites 
is of patron–client type. Major share 
of the national income and natural 
resources are appropriated by the 
national elites and a very small 
portion of it is left for the regional 
elites. Though the regional elites 
express their resentment at this 
relationship, they are also benefited 
by this relationship as they function 
as the secondary allies of the national 
elites.

However, the regional elites 
have not given a boost to education in 
their respective regional languages. 
Instead of that, they have joined 
hands with the national elite in the 
latter’s use of the English language 
as one of the means of asserting its 
hegemony over Indian society. And 
so, despite the rise of this regional 
elite, the pre-eminence of English 
has continued in India. The Indian 
elite classes, whether national or 
regional, understand the nexus 
between knowledge and power very 
well. They use English as a mean 
of exclusion and an instrument of 
cultural hegemony.

This is why, today, there is not a 
single city in India where the English 
medium schools have not sprouted 
like some kind of viral fever. 

This language policy has 
produced a whole generation of 
mofussil youth which has little 
exposure to English. The teachers 
of English in the mofussil areas 
are not competent enough to teach 
English. And so, despite spending 
several years in learning English, 

fluency and accuracy eludes these 
learners. This has an adverse effect 
on their morale. Many of them get 
frustrated and give up attempting to 
learn English. Every year, thousands 
of students fail in English in the 
S.S.C. and the H.S.C examination. 

The British colonisers made 
English important by introducing 
it as a compulsory course in the 
competitive examinations. This 
pol icy cont inued even af ter 
independence. Majority of the 
students who have had their education 
through regional languages fail 
to attain proficiency in English. 
Resultantly, they cannot compete 
with the English-educated upper 
class city dwellers. Thus, English 
becomes a barrier to their social 
mobility. 

O n e  o f  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e 
consequences of the language 
policy implemented in India is that 
for millions of the lower caste–
class masses, learning English has 
remained an illusion. According to 
the 1991 Census, only 9 percent 
of the Indians—that translates 
into around 9 crore people—know 
English as the first, second or third 
language. This indicates that English 
has remained a prerogative of a few.

Towards an Equity-Oriented 
Language Education
1. A total restructuring of the 

education system is a prerequisite 
to an equity-oriented language 
educa t i on .  The  na t i ona l 
expenditure on education must 
be raised to 10% of the GDP so 
as to achieve hundred percent 
literacy.

2. The pre-eminence of English 
should be reduced. The issue is 
obviously not about abolishing 
English. The predominance of 
English has created a big divide 
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between the metropolitan–rich–
elite and the mofussil–poor–
subaltern. The continuation of 
the dual education system in 
which one stream of schooling 
uses English as a medium 
of instruction needs to be 
reoriented.

3. Nowadays,  al l  the Indian 
languages and dialects are 
undergoing a deepening crisis 
under the impact of imperialistic 
globalisation. Language is 
being used very strategically 
by the imperialist forces to 
realise their goals. English has 
emerged as a potential threat to 
the Indian languages. Therefore, 
urgent steps need to be taken to 
strengthen regional languages.

i. Robert D. King, Nehru and 
the Language Politics of India 
(1997; New Delhi: Oxford U P, 
1998) 11.
Email: dilipchavan@gmail.com

Post-infection by the Aadhaar 
bug, every organisation in India has 
been suffering inability to recognise 
those that they have recognised 
for decades. Suddenly, they need 
an Aadhaar and an annual know-
your-customer (KYC) to allow 
the relationship of decades to be 
continued till yet another KYC next 
year. 

The ministry of corporate affairs 
(MCA) is the latest to have been 
hit by the KYC bug. Calling for 
conducting KYC of all directors of 
all companies annually through a 
new e-form, DIR-3 KYC, the MCA 
has made Aadhaar mandatory, apart 
from filing of their unique personal 
mobile number and personal email ID 
duly verified by one time password 
(OTP) using their own DSC (Class 
2) and duly certified by a practising 
professional (Chartered Accountant 
(CA) / Company Secretary (CS) / 
Certified Management Accountant 
(CMA)).

Directors on various companies 
for more than a decade expressed 
shock as some of them have changed 
mobiles and email IDs several times 
in the past 20 years and many have 
stayed away from Aadhaar for 
different reasons. Several directors 
still prefer landlines and postal 
services. Some with an Aadhaar 
have discovered, to their utter shock, 
that their biometrics do not work like 
the science fiction projected by the 
Unique Identification Authority of 
India (UIDAI).

Section 154 of the Companies 
Act provides for the allotment of 
a directors identification number 

How Aadhaar KYC is Destroying 
Government Databases

Anupam Saraph

(DIN). It states, “The Central 
Government shall, within one 
month from the receipt of the 
application under section 153, allot 
a Director Identification Number to 
an applicant in such manner as may 
be prescribed.” 

There is no provision in the 
Companies Act to require a director, 
who has been allotted a DIN, to 
undergo KYC process. There are 
no provisions in the Act to require a 
DIN to be validated again once it has 
been allotted or for it to be cancelled. 
It is obvious that the government is 
infected with the Aadhaar bug that 
is causing every ministry to create 
illegal and invalid procedures and 
requirements to include Aadhaar 
numbers into its databases. 

There is no rule or notification 
on the MCA website that provides 
any legal base to the DIR-3 KYC 
process. Letters issued to directors 
registered with the MCA do not give 
reference to any legal provision, 
thus making them ab initio ipso jure 
invalid.

RS Sharma, the chairman of 
Telecom Regulatory Authority of 
India (TRAI), in a Twitter session 
on #AskTRAI refused to answer a 
question on the regulator’s policy 
about recycling mobile numbers.

Mobile numbers get recirculated 
to different subscribers when 
subscribers do not renew their 
subscription or lose their numbers 
for other reasons. They are neither 
bound to a unique subscriber for life 
nor are they bound to a single user 
over the period of subscription. The 
same is true for email IDs. If the 
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MCA requires a unique channel for 
each director isn't it more appropriate 
for them to just allot a mobile 
number and email ID for the life of 
the director?

If demanding a unique mobile 
number and unique email ID are 
not absurd as demanding a unique 
address, the KYC using Aadhaar is 
even more bizarre. 

U I D A I ,  u n d e r  R i g h t  t o 
Information (RTI) Act, has stated 
that the biometric and demographic 
information associated with any 
Aadhaar number is not certified, 
verified or audited by anyone. 
They also state that they have no 
idea what primary documents were 
used as proof of identity or proof of 
address to obtain Aadhaar and that 
they have no idea how many unique 
biometrics, names, addresses, email 
ids or mobile numbers exist in their 
database. They also state that they 
cannot retrieve unique records 
with any biometrics. (For more on 
this, please see the article “Unique 
ID is not Unique, does not certify 
anything, says UIDAI”, by Anupam 
Saraph, available on the internet.)

The UIDAI has also indicated, 
under RTI, that it does not identify 
anyone nor is it responsible for any 
use or consequences of the use of 
Aadhaar. Identification requires the 
identifier to not only certify and take 
responsibility for identification but 
also be co-present with the person 
identified to be able to establish 
identity.

In fact, the UIDAI does not 
even know how many unique 
biometrics exist in the entire 
database. Astonishingly UIDAI’s 
affidavit to the Supreme Court in 
the WP 494 of 2012 and associated 
matters indicates that at least 60 
crore Aadhaar numbers out of 120 
crore have never been used to 
authenticate any transaction ever. 

Clearly, there is no merit in any 
claim that the biometrics can be 
the basis for unique entries in the 
Aadhaar database and that the 
Aadhaar database is free from ghosts 
and duplicates. From the looks of 
it, at least 60 crore numbers in the 
database are ghosts and duplicates.

It cannot serve any KYC or 
transparency to replace certified 
IDs that have been the basis of 
governance for last seven decades 
with uncertified, unverified and 
unaudited Aadhaar issued by an 
agency, the UIDAI, that takes no 
responsibility for any Aadhaar 
number turning out to be a ghost or 
for any transaction undertaken with 
the Aadhaar numbers.

 Unfortunately, most bureaucrats 
have not realised that merely 
including Aadhaar in the database 
makes indistinguishable such records 
from those that were painstakingly 
created through legal processes over 
decades. What neither the UIDAI 
nor the government seem to have 
recognised is that the issue, use and 
mandating Aadhaar under these 
circumstances could be considered 
as an offence under various sections 
of Chapter XI of the Indian Penal 
Code.

The use of Aadhaar, therefore, 
by any stretch of imagination, 
cannot serve any legitimate and legal 
purpose or any national interest. 

I n  I n d i a ,  w h e r e  e v e r y 
government document had to be 
attested by a gazetted officer, the 
pendulum has swung to the other 
extreme. Suddenly, biometric and 
demographic data submitted by 
private operators to UIDAI is being 
used to replace legally valid or 
legitimate identification documents 
issued and certified by government 
officers. Once Aadhaar replaces 
existing documents, it causes 
unprecedented harm to the country 

as there is no way to distinguish real 
individuals, on-boarded through 
careful legal process by government 
officials, from those added through 
the Aadhaar database.

There is prima facie enough case, 
and national security at stake, for the 
Central Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) to investigate into the use and 
propagation of the Aadhaar.

Citizens across the country 
have written to various government 
ministries and agencies highlighting 
these issues. Senior bureaucrats, 
who realise this for the first time, 
are utterly shocked. They have never 
realised how the Trojan Horse of 
Aadhaar got into their department 
or ministry. An uncertified biometric 
or demographic has no legal value 
and causes incalculable harm to the 
country.

While some ministries are 
making an effort to protect their 
databases from Aadhaar, they have 
yet to ensure that the Aadhaar bug 
is destroyed before it destroys the 
country.

The Central Board of Direct 
Taxes (CBDT) has already enabled 
the process to allow filing of income-
tax returns (ITRs) without Aadhaar. 
The MCA has announced that it will 
not insist on Aadhaar although it has 
not yet clarified the legal basis of 
the DIR-3 KYC. Directors from at 
least four different states have been 
preparing to challenge the vires of 
the DIR-3 KYC and the Aadhaar 
mandate in their respective High 
Courts. 

This, however, has become a 
matter of national security that is 
far more serious and important than 
a misinformed and misplaced case 
for governmental expediency or the 
right of the government to create 
procedures for its functioning. 

Email: anupamsaraph@gmail.com
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It was a test of strength between 
the left and neo-fascist right in 
Scotland as well as several English 
town and cities. It was a big victory 
for the left.

In Scotland it wasn’t even a 
contest. The right didn’t mobilise 
to welcome Trump and the left 
was out in force. Even the Scottish 
Conservative Party leader Ruth 
Davidson sent messages indicating 
her support to the participants in 
the Pride march and the anti-Trump 
protests, reminding them to drink 
water and use sunscreen.

July 13, 2018 in London involved 
what was the largest demonstration 
in the city since 2 million marched 
against the war in Iraq in 2003. 
The police estimate that 250,000 
people took to the streets to show 
Trump he’s despised and unwanted. 
Even the Evening Standard, edited 
by former Tory Chancellor of the 
Exchequer George Osborne, had 
a front page which conveniently 
doubled as an anti-Trump placard.

Few of the marchers would 
have been natural Tory supporters. 
While thousands of organisations 
were represented, the most striking 
feature of the day was the huge 
number of  homemade signs, 
placards and banners—always an 
indication that what you are seeing 
is a real movement of people who 
are organising themselves.

Trafalgar Square was the first of 
Jeremy Corbyn’s two major speaking 
engagements of the weekend. 
Addressing the demonstration, his 
speech marked a major departure 
from previous Labour leaders’ 
practice of grovelling to American 

A Good Few Days for the British Left

Andy Stowe

presidents. He is an internationalist 
and anti-racist and he is not prepared 
to compromise on these things.

The next day was another major 
working-class demonstration, the 
Durham Miners’ Gala. It was 
attended by more than 200,000 
people and Corbyn spoke at that too.

So, in two days the labour 
movement got more than 450,000 
people onto the streets in a celebration 
of trade union solidarity and to reject 
a racist imperialist president.

While this was happening, Tory 
Prime Minister Theresa May was 
watching her days-old Brexit deal 
disintegrate in front of her eyes. 
The ever-helpful Trump had told the 
world that he thinks she’s useless 
and would prefer to have Boris 
Johnson as prime minister.

Just over a month before, a 
significant neo-fascist movement 
managed its largest mobilisation in 
some years when about 10,000 had 
turned up demanding the release of 
its figurehead Tommy Robinson.

On that occasion, the anti-
fascists were heavily outnumbered. 
They were on the streets again on 
July 14 and this time the numbers 
were more evenly matched. About 
5,000 Robinson and Trump fans 
turned up. The smaller event shared 
some features with the earlier one. 
UK Independence Party (UKIP) was 
there; it was extremely Islamophobic 
and there was more evidence that they 
are co-ordinating internationally.

Their major coup was Trump’s 
former chief strategist Steve Bannon 
calling for Robinson’s release on a 
radio show hosted by former UKIP 
leader Nigel Farage. On air, Bannon 

more or less said he wants to see 
racial violence in Britain: “You’re 
going to have to fight to take your 
country back, every day.”

This will have been understood 
by his neo-fascist followers as an 
encouragement to physically attack 
immigrants and Muslims.

The anti-Trump protests were 
another reminder that British politics 
is polarised between a pro-Brexit, 
nationalist, often racist alliance that 
includes Farage, hard-right Tory 
MP Jacob Rees-Mogg and Tommy 
Robinson’s supporters on one hand 
and, on the other, a leftward moving 
Labour Party pulling together the 
internationalists and anti-racists, the 
overwhelming majority of whom are 
anti-Brexit.

Its challenge now is to capitalise 
on the success of these mobilisations 
to get the Tories out.
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Since the fateful evening when 
I heard that Shujaat Bukhari, my 
friend and colleague for the past 
26 years, had been assassinated 
in Srinagar while going home to 
break his Ramzan fast with his 
family, I have often wondered 
who his assassins could have been, 
and what could have been going 
through their minds as they sat 
on their motorcycle waiting for 
him to emerge from his office. 
Were they simply semi-educated 
youth with no future in civilian life, 
brainwashed into believing that 
Shujaat was a traitor to Kashmir who 
was taking money from the state and 
Central governments to undermine 
their fight for freedom? Or were 
they mercenaries who were lining 
their pockets and soothing their 
consciences by pretending that they 
were doing Allah’s work?

Till today, more than a month 
after his death, there is no answer. 
Speculation is still rife. The majority 
view is that Shujaat’s murder was 
the outcome of the radicalisation 
and Islamisation that Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi has unleashed upon 
the Valley. Writing in Firstpost, 
Khalid Shah concluded that “the 
situation in the state has slipped 
from contemporary timelines and 
is back to the 1990s now”. In the 
Washington Post, Barkha Dutt 
echoed this: “Kashmir is sliding into 
a black hole of possibly no return.”

But Shujaat’s assassination 
was not a by-product of the tidal 
wave of anger created by the Modi 
government’s relentless use of brute 

Modi's Kashmir Policy is Playing Right into the  
Hands of Pakistan's ISI

Prem Shankar Jha

force to crush Kashmiri separatism. 
It was the most cold-blooded and 
meticulously planned assassination 
in recent years, on par with those of 
Mirwaiz Maulvi Farouq in 1990 and 
Abdul Ghani Lone in 2002.

And it was, beyond a shadow of 
doubt, instigated by Pakistan’s Inter-
Services Intelligence (ISI).

Four video cameras caught the 
assassins riding on their motorbike 
before and after the assassination. 
But not one caught them loitering 
for 45 minutes as they waited for 
Shujaat to emerge from his office 
because they had chosen the only 
ten-metre stretch of road that was 
not covered by any of the CCTV 
cameras scanning this high security 
area. Only inside information, 
possibly from within the police, 
could have made them choose that 
precise spot.

Weapon of choice
For the ISI, assassination has 

been a weapon of choice not only 
in Kashmir, but much more so in 
Pakistan itself. According to the 
Human Rights Commission of 
Pakistan, nearly 10,000 people 
have gone missing in the country 
since 2001, with nearly 3,000 still 
unaccounted for. In 2016 alone, there 
were 728 disappearances.

Journa l i s t s  have  f igured 
prominently on the ISI’s hit list, 
two of the most celebrated being 
Hamid Mir, the host of Geo TV’s 
Capital Talk, and Shahzad Saleem, 
the former bureau chief of Asia 
Times (online). Mir miraculously 

survived six bullets in his stomach 
because, knowing that an ISI car was 
following him, he drove straight to 
a hospital to seek shelter there, and 
was shot at its doorstep. Saleem 
was tortured and killed ten days 
after the publication of his book 
detailing links between the ISI, 
various rogue officers of the Pakistan 
army and terrorist organisations 
like the Tehrik-e-Taliban-i-Pakistan 
(TTP). In the same year, 12 other 
Pakistani journalists met a similar 
fate, though perhaps not all at the 
hands of the ISI.

In Kashmir, the ISI has a 28-year 
record of killing any leader who 
has shown willingness to negotiate 
peace with the Indian government. 
The list of its victims begins with 
Mirwaiz Maulvi Farouq, the father 
of Mirwaiz Umar Farouq, on May 
21, 1990, and the elimination of 
all the six other Kashmiri leaders 
with whom George Fernandes had 
held secret talks in the first few 
months of that year. It stretches 
through Qazi Nissar, the leader 
of the Muslim United Front, in 
1993; professor Abdul Ghani Butt’s 
brother in 1996; Abdul Majid Dar, 
the area commander of the Lashkar-
e-Tayabba, who declared a unilateral 
ceasefire, in July 2000; Abdul Ghani 
Lone, who had decided to take the 
Hurriyat into the 2002 elections, on 
May 21, 2002; Mir Mushtaq, the 
uncle of Mirwaiz Umar Farouq, in 
2006; and the failed assassination 
of Fazal Qureshi, the senior most 
member of the Hurriyat (M)’s 
executive council in 2007 only 
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weeks after he formally announced 
its acceptance of the Manmohan 
Singh-Pervez Musharraf four-point 
formula for settling the Kashmir 
dispute.

ISI’s ambition to wrest Kashmir 
from India had dwindled during the 
years of peace and reconciliation 
that had followed Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee’s historic 2004 meeting 
with Musharraf. They dwindled 
further when, in 2012, the Pakistan 
army command officially revised its 
threat perception and stated that this 
lay mainly to its west and not its east.

Its ambitions were revived 
when the surreptitious hanging of 
Afzal Guru by Delhi in February 
2013 caused a spike in the number 
of young men joining the armed 
militancy, just as the hanging of 
Maqbool Butt had done in 1986.

But it was Modi’s policies, of 
humiliating the Hurriyat, spurning 
Nawaz Sharif’s overtures for peace, 
destroying the Peoples Democratic 
Party by entering into an alliance 
with it that it had no intention of 
respecting, ignoring and trivialising 
the remaining mainstream parties 
in the Valley, putting the moderate 
nationalist leaders in Kashmir—
from Mirwaiz Umar Farouq, Yasin 
Malik and Ali Shah Geelani, to 
Shabbir Shah, Naeem Khan and 
Shahid-ul-slam—in jail or under 
house arrest, and adopting a “ten 
for one” policy of retaliation for 
firing across the Line of Control 
that claimed the better part of 832 
civilian lives in Pakistan-occupied 
Kashmir, that sent the ISI and the 
Pakistan army onto a full offensive 
in Kashmir. 

The ISI concluded that its chance 
had finally come when the Modi 
government began to gun down 
Kashmiri youth, branding them all 
as “terrorists”, often without giving 

them a chance to surrender and 
then boasting about its ‘kills’ to the 
national press. This had the opposite 
of the desired effect because from 
a mere 16 in 2013, the number of 
young men who joined the militancy 
in south Kashmir rose to 126 in 
2017. More disturbing still, data 
collected by the Kashmir police 
showed that most of new recruits 
are coming from the villages where 
‘encounters’ had taken place, and 
that the maximum recruitment was 
taking place after the funerals of 
slain ‘terrorists’.

From the ISI’s point of view, 
therefore, the Modi government 
was a gift from heaven. The very 
last thing it wanted was anything to 
impede India’s accelerating descent 
into self-destruction in Kashmir. 
Asad Durrani, a former director 
general of the ISI and convinced 
“peacenik”, summed this up at a 
recent book launch in Delhi. When 
asked what the ISI would do next, 
he said, “Nothing. You have done 
everything it wanted.”

The one obstacle that remained 
was the ordinary Kashmiris’ aversion 
to Pakistan and the overwhelming 
desire for peace. A Chatham House 
survey carried out as recently as in 
2009 had shown that even in the 
four most estranged districts of 
Kashmir valley, only 2.5 to 7.5% of 
the respondents had said that they 
wished to be a part of Pakistan. This 
was changing thanks to Modi, but 
the last thing the ISI wanted was the 
sudden emergence of a civil society 
movement in Kashmir that would 
give a voice and direction to this 
inchoate desire for peace.

That emergence took place in 
2015 and Shujaat was one of its 
principal architects. That year, he 
and Ershad Masood, an academic 
and journalist based in Rawalpindi 

and Islamabad, set up a Kashmir 
Initiative Group, whose stated 
purpose was to take the now stalled 
dialogue on peace to civil society. 
The group started working in a 
small way by organising a tour of 
PoK by ten journalists from Jammu 
and Kashmir, and held meetings 
in the two parts of Kashmir. It 
gained strength when it obtained 
the financial backing of Conciliation 
Resources, an international NGO 
with impeccable credentials.

The group’s work gained 
importance, however, when even 
after Burhan Wani’s death had shut 
down the Valley for four months, 
Delhi refused to change its one 
track policy of repression by even 
a jot. But it became a threat to the 
ISI’s plans only after it organised a 
large conference in Dubai on July 
31 last year. The two-day meeting 
was attended by 28 people belonging 
to political parties in both parts 
of Kashmir and national parties 
in India and Pakistan, including 
the BJP, and a number of eminent 
observers who included two former 
director generals of the ISI—Durrani 
and Ehsan-ul Haq—and Air Vice-
Marshal Kapil Kak.

The Dubai meeting turned out 
to be a roaring success. Despite 
disagreements on many issues, 
the conference arrived at a strong 
consensus on several key points. 
These were: the need for both the 
Indian and Pakistani governments to 
make human security their paramount 
concern and therefore declare an 
immediate and complete ceasefire 
on the LoC and take strong measures 
against extremism in all its forms in 
both parts of Kashmir; to encourage 
their respective governments to 
re-engage in a political dialogue in 
consultation with Kashmiri groups; 
and for these groups to keep talking to 
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each other despite their differences, 
to explore creative proposals that 
did not involve an immediate shift 
in their stated positions. Lastly, the 
conference was unanimous that 
civil society in Kashmir, as well 
as in India and Pakistan, had an 
important role to play in creating an 
atmosphere conducive to dialogue.

Had this conference taken 
place during former prime minister 
Manmohan Singh’s rule, both 
governments might have welcomed 
the initiative. But in August 2017, 
the quality and eminence of the 
participants, and the sheer breadth 
of consensus, came as a rude shock 
to the Pakistan army and the ISI 
because it threatened not only to 
derail its plans in Kashmir but 
perhaps more importantly its use 
of the threat from Modi’s India 
to restore a creeping military rule 
within Pakistan.

The attempt to do so began with 
the leaking of an open quarrel at a 
national security meeting in October 
2016 between Nawaz Sharif and 
key members of his cabinet and the 
army chief, over the latter’s refusal 
to reign in the Lashkar-e-Tayabba, 
Jaish-e-Mohammad and the Haqqani 
network, to Pakistan’s premier 
newspaper Dawn. Since then, with 
the help of a quiescent judiciary, 
the army has succeeded in ousting, 
charging and now jailing Nawaz 
Sharif and members of his family, 
placing an exit ban on the journalist 
who wrote the story for Dawn, and 
now placing a similar ban on General 
Asad Durrani for having taken part 
in the book launch in Delhi. Modi 
continuing his policy of killing 
Kashmiri militants has therefore 
become a necessity for the Pakistan 
army’s continued seizure of power 
in the country.

This is what turned the Kashmir 

Initiative Group into a target for the 
ISI. Shujaat Bukhari had always 
been an outspoken champion 
of peace. His entire career in 
journalism had been built on the 
conviction that negotiations based 
upon misconceptions were doomed 
to fail. Only truth and honesty in 
reporting what was happening on 
the ground could create the essential 
bedrock upon which the edifice of 
peace could be constructed. When 
the Modi government abruptly 
closed all doors to dialogue with 
the Hurriyat in Kashmir, by force of 
circumstance, he and his newspaper 
became the ISI’s targets.

The ISI might even then have 
done nothing if it had believed 
that Modi would return to power 
in 2019. But the growing unity of 
the opposition, the succession of 
bye-election defeats suffered by the 
BJP, and the coming together of the 
Congress and JD(S) in Karnataka 
have made its return less and less 
likely. This may have been the final 
straw that made it take the decision 
to crush any possible revival of 
dialogue in Kashmir, by killing its 
current principal icon of peace.

Shujaat is not, however, the only 
‘peacenik’ that the ISI might attack 
in coming months. In the months 
after the Dubai conference, two 
Kashmiris who head NGOs that had 
not been invited to the conference—
Nazir Gilani and Athar Masood 
Wani, a former adviser to the prime 
minister of PoK—condemned 
the conference as a “sell out” for 
not insisting on the right to self-
determination on the basis of UN 
resolutions. Pakistan based Hizbul 
Mujahideen chief Syed Salahuddin 
also described the participants in the 
conference as being on the payroll of 
India. In Pakistan, the attack upon 
it became so shrill that one paper 

headlined it as “Kashmir Blood was 
Sold in the Air Conditioned Halls of 
Dubai”.

In Srinagar, this theme was 
picked up by the Kashmir Reader 
and Hurriyat (Gilani) general 
secretary Ghulam Nabi Sumji, but 
later rejected by Gilani. Shujaat 
began to receive warnings that he 
and two other participants in the 
conference were on the hit list of 
the ISI.

The campaign ended abruptly 
in October after Ershad Masood 
and a colleague met Salahuddin 
in Islamabad. Salahuddin denied 
playing any part in the campaign 
against the conference, said that he 
had initially been misinformed about 
its proceedings, and assured Masood 
that he was not so mean as to order 
the killing of a journalist.

However it revived again, 
abruptly in April, two months before 
his assassination, with virulent 
attacks on the participants of the 
conference and specific threats to 
the lives of Shujaat and two or three 
others who attended it. Shujaat took 
these threats very seriously, went to 
the Kashmir police and gave them 
the names of the principal attackers. 
For the record, they were Nazir 
Gilani in London, Sheikh Tajamul 
Islam, Abdullah Geelani, Raees Mir, 
Aslam Mir and Athar Masood Wani 
in Islamabad and Muzaffarabad, and 
Iftikhar Rajput in Brussels.

It is difficult not to link this 
revival of threats to the declining 
fortune of the BJP in India. Suffice it 
so say that Shujaat took the attack on 
the internet very seriously and lived 
in fear of his life. Two days before 
he was killed he had confided to a 
friend in his office, “I have young 
children, I don’t want to die”.

Hours after Shujaat died, one 
of his young reporters told me in 
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a voice choked with grief, “Sir, we 
have lost everything, everything!”

But he and his colleagues had not 
lost everything. On the contrary, they 
had kept the one thing Shujaat had 
given them—raw courage. So, after 
accompanying Shujaat’s body to the 
hospital and giving their accounts 
to the police, his staff came back to 
the office not only to bring out the 
paper, but fill the front page with his 
picture and words that will be graven 
on every Kashmiri heart: “We won’t 

be cowed down by the cowards 
who snatched you from us. We will 
uphold your principle of telling the 
truth howsoever unpleasant it may 
be . . .” And in a magnificent act of 
defiance, they carried links on the 
editorial page to every recent article 
Shujaat had written.

The message they sent was 
unambiguous: terrorists, and their 
puppet masters, could kill a man but 
not the ideals he embodied. The next 
day, between 60,000 and 200,000 

mourners who attended his funeral at 
Kreeri, his home village 23 km from 
Srinagar, drove the same message 
home to their fellow Kashmiris, to 
Pakistan, and the world. Burhan 
Wani and Sabzar Bhatt were not the 
only people who could make lakhs 
of Kashmiris grieve for them. Those 
who fought and gave their lives for 
peace, for a future in which ordinary 
Kashmiris could plan and dream 
without fear, could do so too.

Through the National Register of 
Citizens update and the Citizenship 
(Amendment) Bill  the ruling 
Bhartiya Janata Party government is 
trying to communally polarise a state 
which doesn't have a history of any 
major communal incidents except 
for the 1983 Nellie massacre. The 
six years agitation launched by All 
Assam Students' Union demanding 
identification and deportation of 
illegal immigrants which culminated 
in the 1985 Assam Accord with Rajiv 
Gandhi was against all Bangladeshis, 
not just Muslims. The Rashtriya 
Swayamsewak Sangh has been 
running a campaign even in other 
parts of country for the deportation 
of Bangladeshis, targeting only 
the Muslims, for long and the 
BJP came to power in Assam on 
this promise. But what the people 
of Assam were not prepared for 
was the Citizenship (Amendment) 
Bill which provides for Hindus 
from Bangladesh to obtain Indian 
citizenship. The popular Assamese 
grassroots leader Akhil Gogoi held 
a big protest against the Bill on the 
eve of Amit Shah's recent visit to 

Assam. If BJP loses the next election 
in Assam, this will be an important 
factor. The Assamese resent the 
historical attempts at cultural and 
linguistic dominance by Bengalis, 
mainly Hindus.

3,29,91,384 people had applied 
for citizenship of which 2,89,83,677 
made it to the second draft list 
published on 31 August 2018. The 
40.07 lakh left out include 2.48 
lakh put in the category of “doubtful 
voters”. The excluded list contains 
both Muslims and Hindus.

To be eligible for inclusion in 
NRC, it was required to produce 
either a proof from 1951 NRC 
or one of the twelve forms of 
identity documents dated before 24 
March 1971, a date decided by the 
Assam Accord. Those left out are 
presumably mostly poor as it is quite 
unlikely that people would have 
been able to preserve documents for 
48 years in a state prone to frequent 
floods.

It is well known that to get a 
residence proof certificate from 
the local administration, especially 
for the poor who have migrated in 

Solution to Assam's Foreigners Problem

Sandeep Pandey

search of employment even within 
states, is a nightmare. It usually 
requires a bribe or a clever advocate 
or a middleman to get the job done.

Assam is the only Indian state 
which is carrying out an updation 
of NRC after 1951. Otherwise, 
normally it is a part of Indian culture 
that foreigners have been accepted. 
Throughout history, whether as 
aggressors or persecuted, people 
have come from outside and have 
assimilated in the local culture.

The Hindus from East Pakistan 
who came to Assam at the time 
of partition and were promised 
rehabilitation found it difficult. The 
Angarkata satyagrah is just one of 
their documented struggles. Later, 
Bangladeshis came in search of 
employment and they still continue 
to cross the border, some only for a 
temporary period with no desire to 
settle in India.

Bengali speaking Muslims 
with Assamese identity cards can 
be found in other parts of India, 
mostly picking up garbage. They 
are fulfilling a need of Indian cities 
because the traditional sanitation 
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workers have either moved up the 
ladder to obtain government jobs or 
are pursuing other non-demeaning 
vocations. 

Bangladeshis coming to India 
seeking employment are no different 
from Indians going to Dubai or 
United States, sometimes illegally, 
to eke out a living. Indians have 
been to all over the world since 
ages and most of them have not only 
settled in their respective chosen 
countries of employment, some 
of the adventurous ones are even 
holding or have held high positions 
in governments. Imagine the tragedy 
if all these countries decided to 
deport the illegal immigrants from 
India.

The more sad case is that of the 
Rohingyas. They are a persecuted 
lot and unlike Bangladeshis, their 
decision to leave their motherland, 
Myanmar, was not voluntary.

To t reat  Bangladeshis  or 
Rohingyas as security threat is 
making a mockery of their abject 
poverty. There are more well to do 
citizens of India who are engaged in 
activities like committing financial 
fraud or provoking violent incidents, 
detrimental to the interests of our 
country. So, being a citizen or not 
has no relation to how much of a 
security threat one can pose to a 
nation. We are also witness to how 
little the rich like Mehul Choksi care 
about Indian citizenship, in order 
to escape the law of the land. Vijay 
Mallaya and Subrata Roy, before 
they ran foul with the government, 
used to project themselves as great 
patriots.

However, Assamese have a 
genuine fear of being demographically 
overtaken by outsiders. There is 
a provision for Bangladeshis who 
came to India before 1971 to register 
themselves with Foreigners Regional 

Registration Officer with no voting 
rights for ten years from the date of 
registration.

If the people of Assam feel that 
they have more than their share of 
foreigners, they could be distributed 
among other states of India. Mamta 
Banerjee has already made an offer 
to accept the Bengalis. In any case, a 
number of them are working outside 
Assam in other states.

Instead of putting people who'll 
not find a place in the NRC after 
objections and claims have been 
entertained in the “doubtful voter” 
or “declared foreigners” category, 
they could be issued work permit 
visas without voting rights, as is 

the vogue in United States, so that 
they don't live under the fear of 
deportation or have to spend time in 
detention camps, which are actually 
jails, and can lead a respectable 
life with their families like other 
India citizens, with equal access to 
benefits of education, health care, 
public distribution system and 
housing. After all, whether a citizen 
or not, everybody has a human right. 
Similar to the present rule for people 
who came to India before 1971, such 
people should be reconsidered for 
voting rights after a period of ten 
years. This is the only humane way 
of solving Assam's problem.

Emaul: ashaashram@yahoo.com

El Maizal commune is located in 
the middle of the Venezuelan plains, 
between the Lara and Portuguesa 
states. With a history of struggle and 
construction of popular power, it is a 
flagship of the communal movement 
in Venezuela. The commune was 
proposed by Chávez as a fundamental 
unit of popular power for the 
construction of socialism. Bringing 
together communal councils and 
other organisations, the idea of the 
commune is to allow the community 
to wield power directly through 
assemblies, gradually taking control 
of both the means of production and 
the various instances of political 
power. Chávez presented many 
of these ideas in his landmark 
broadcast Aló Presidente Teórico #1. 
Published below is an interview with 
Angel Prado, spokesperson for the 
El Maizal commune. This interview 
was conducted in May 2017, before 
the May 20 presidential elections 
in which Nicolás Maduro won re-

The Communal Movement in 
Venezuela: Part I

election. We are publishing it for it 
gives important information about 
the socialist construction being 
attempted in Venezuela. 

With idea of moving forward with 
the commune, there have been 
discussions about the “communal 
city.” Can you explain what this 
is all about?

With the political experience 
and strength we have in this territory 
and with the work we have been 
doing, El Maizal has found itself 
in a collective leadership role for 
all this area of Simón Planas, and 
perhaps also in the rest of Lara state. 
We have gotten a lot of solidarity 
and many friends among social 
and popular movements in Lara 
and throughout Venezuela. So with 
all this experience, and knowing 
that this process cannot be held 
back—it is growing day by day 
with popular initiatives, proposals 
and participation—we believe that 
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it is time to stop thinking just about 
El Maizal and move towards a 
bigger organisation, at a higher 
level, in order to build our dream 
of socialism, as President Chávez 
used to say.

Far from being a utopia, I think 
it is something achievable. Here in 
El Maizal there is a commune, which 
is permanently under construction, 
but which has been moving forward, 
and for us this progress makes sense. 
That is why we have dedicated our 
lives to this. We have the political 
clout to go to other territories and call 
on people to organise in a communal 
city, in a large organisation that will 
contribute to developing the plans 
and projects addressing the needs 
of the people, but especially with 
the people themselves building and 
defending such projects. More than a 
discourse, we need to offer tangible 
results so that people can see for 
themselves that this makes sense.

The communal city project is 
not going to be easy. The principal 
enemy is the right-wing, because 
the communal city at some point 
will imply ‘communalising’ the 
territory. That project involves a 
broader scope and more power, in 
particular taking charge of the means 
of production: factories, companies, 
etc. So we will be struggling for 
power in the face of forces that 
already exist. The capitalist class, 
for economic reasons, wants to put 
the brakes on Chavismo. Sadly, the 
reformist sectors in our camp are 
also looking to rein in on on the 
tendencies and political currents 
that threaten the privileges that some 
politicians in our government, or 
people close to them, have become 
accustomed to.

There is also a struggle inside 
Chavismo . . .

I think there is some political 
exhaustion, some politicians have 
got worn out and have no initiative 
anymore. There are many politicians 
who are probably over the hill, 
perhaps they believe that Chavismo 
is going to die with the death of 
Chávez, or that president Maduro 
is going to be overthrown. Many 
have dedicated themselves in these 
past years to accruing riches and 
privileges while keeping popular 
participation at an arm’s length. 
But at least here in Simón Planas 
they have another thing coming, 
because here there is a political force 
that will not be stopped and which 
does not depend on one person. 
In my case, I simply take on the 
role of a spokesperson, I have to 
always acts coherently accordingly 
to our people’s interests and am 
accountable to the people here for 
that. What’s more, while we are here 
talking, there are people out there 
working, holding assemblies, having 
meetings, organising activities, 
participating in voluntary work 
projects, etc.

There is a very interesting 
dynamic which keeps the spirit of the 
commune alive. The communal city 
will bring together all the activity 
that has taken place in the area in 
a broader sense, involving several 
territories in this area, where the 
people relate in one way or another 
to the political and communal 
movement in Simón Planas.

What is the current status of the 
Simón Planas mayorship issue?

When we discuss this issue, it 
is important to recall the context 
in which it happened. In 2017, we 
were facing a very tough crisis: an 
economic, political, and (I would 
also say) moral crisis, a crisis of 
values. There was, and still is, an 

international aggression against 
Venezuela, as if punishing us for 
having gone through this very 
interesting revolutionary process 
together with Chávez. But, despite 
being a very tough year, 2017 was 
also a year of great achievements 
and advances from the communal 
perspective, both in political and 
electoral as well as productive terms.

When  Pres iden t  Nico las 
Maduro proposed the National 
Constituent Assembly (ANC), we, 
as the organised people here in 
Simón Planas, took to the trenches, 
participated in that election, and 
won with over 80% of the vote. 
I had been charged with being 
the territorial candidate to the 
ANC. Then came the regional and 
municipal elections, in October 
and December, respectively. In the 
municipal elections, our community 
proposed that we participate in 
that process, and the communal 
movement of Simón Planas again 
assigned me the responsibility of 
being the candidate for mayor.

Then a lot of things happened. 
Unfortunately, both right-wing 
political forces and forces within 
our government harassed us. These 
are regrettable things, that come 
from people who hold a great deal 
of power. We were denied the chance 
to run on the ticket of the PSUV 
(United Socialist Party of Venezuela, 
founded by Chavez and the governing 
party in Venezuela) and that of other 
parties of the patriotic coalition, but 
we managed to do get the ticket from 
the Patria Para Todos party (another 
socialist party of Venezuela). What 
followed was a great victory for 
the communards. We really routed 
the PSUV, handing them their first 
defeat in this municipality, which 
is one of the more Chavista and 
“PSUVista” municipalities of all 
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Venezuela.

What happened after the election?
Despite winning in the midst 

of threats, blackmail and pressure, 
our victory was not recognised 
(perhaps that was to be expected). 
Our votes were assigned to the PSUV 
candidate. We went through a whole 
legal process with the electoral 
authorities—we filed an appeal 
before the Supreme Court—but so 
far there has been no response. Our 
position is that, if the communards’ 
victory in Simón Planas is not going 
to be recognised, at least the results 
should be voided and new elections 
held. Everything we have done is 
legal, so we hope for a resolution 
to this case.

Unfortunately, there have been 
no pronouncements. Instead, the 
issue has been ignored. Nevertheless, 
we know that having the mayor’s 
office is not indispensable for our 
project. We will not stop producing, 
we will not stop organising, we will 
not cease to vote for the Revolution 
nor to support president Maduro. We 
have always made this clear. We have 
never wavered on our support for 
Nicolás Maduro, because we believe 
that with Maduro in the presidency 
we can continue to move forward 
and not towards confrontation. 
Because of a municipality, or the 
actions of a party, or because at one 
point the government did not pay 
heed to us, we are not going to lose 
sight of the strategic enemy. We 
remain Chavistas.

What role, in your opinion, can 
the commune play in the current 
Venezuelan context?

From my point of view, if the 
government looked more closely at 
the communal issue, it would realise 
that the commune holds the solution 

to the crisis we are living through 
and could ideologically deepen the 
Chavista project (the task of building 
socialism that Chávez set for us).

The commune, with its dynamic 
of production and participation, 
can also help free us from our 
dependence on private capital and 
on government patronage. So long as 
the communal “cells” continue to be 
built across the country and we also 
work to develop people’s political 
conscience, a new culture and new 
relations between communities that 
prioritise the common good, we will 
continue to make strides towards 
the socialist model of society that 
comandante Chávez proposed.

Unfortunately, there are big 
contradictions inside the state, 
between the state and the popular 
social movements, and between the 
state and the commune. Because 
the government is very powerful 
economically, it has the capacity to 
make big decisions, and sometimes 
with a single blow, it can put an 
end to interesting experiences. 
In El Maizal we have had the 
determination, the strength and 
the ability to withstand the blows 
dealt to our organisation, to our 
experiment. There have been acts 
of sabotage, but we have resisted.

Beyond resisting, we also need 
to go on the offensive against the 
enemy before us, whether it is 
the capitalists, the oligarchy, or 
reformism. The reformists aim 
to protect the new bureaucratic 
capitalist class that is now seeking 
to consolidate power over the state 
machinery after sidelining a class 
which for a long time accumulated 
riches, and which, despite its 
revolutionary discourse, pays no 
heed to the people’s cries. We are 
not willing to live under those 
conditions, we are not willing to let 

Chavismo fall, nor to let reformism 
do in Venezuela what perhaps took 
place in Brazil or Argentina, where 
there have been significant setbacks. 
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The Government of India is 
reported to have constituted a high 
level committee to celebrate the 
150th birth anniversary of Mahatma 
Gandhi. This report is amusing as 
several Central Ministers, MPs, 
MLAs and important leaders 
belonging to the ruling dispensation 
have never tried to hide their disdain 
for the Mahatma and some of them 
have been openly spitting anti-
Muslim venom, diametrically 
opposed to the life-long goal of Bapu 
towards Hindu–Muslim unity. In the 
Rashtriya Sahara (Urdu) of August 
27, 2018, Dr. Tahir Mahmood, 
former Chairperson of the National 
Commission for Minorities and 
former  Member  of  the  Law 
Commission, wrote, inter alia, that 
recently a lady Hindutva worker 
leader said at some place in Meerut at 
the inauguration of a Godse temple: 
“Param Pujya Nathuram Godseji 
was born before me. Had I been born 
before I would have got the glory 
of shooting Gandhi.” Three years 
ago, we read a story about another 
Godse temple coming up somewhere 
in UP. Possibly there may be some 
other BJP ruled States, especially 
the Hindi speaking States, where 
such blasphemy is being openly 
committed with the connivance of 
the political ruling class and some 
bureaucrats. Is it not deceit that the 
same forces which are celebrating 
Godse have planned programmes 
for celebration of Gandhi's 150th 
birth anniversary nationally and 

internationally? 
The news of  the off ic ia l 

celebration of the 150th  birth 
anniversary of Bapu raises some 
other issues too. This is the 150th 
birth anniversary of Kasturba also. 
Gandhian institutions have launched 
a two-year programme of celebration 
of Ba–Bapu Jayanti since 2 October 
2017. But the Hindutva rulers and 
bureaucrats seem to have forgotten 
that there was a woman known as 
Kasturba behind Gandhi.

I am afraid that besides the 
political aspect of the situation 
the programme provides a golden 
opportunity for bureaucrats of 
the Ministries of Culture and 
Tourism and some of their attached 
Departments and PSUs to mint 
money. Neither the political masters 
nor the bureaucrats have any love 
for Gandhi. The hundreds of crores 
of rupees allocated for these official 
functions could be better spent 
on strengthening the constructive 
programmes of Bapu including 
communal harmony.

It is ridiculous to turn a part 
of the Gandhi celebrations into 
Gandhi Kathaa sessions by some 
people of good as well as doubtful 
repute led by Sri Sri Ravishankar 
of the Delhi Yamuna bank cultural 
jamboree fame, for which he was 
fined a not too hefty amount by 
the National Green Tribunal for 
severely damaging the fragile banks 
of the river Yamuna in Delhi. The 
sudden munificence of the Central 

Government will help the ‘Art of 
Living’ guru in paying up the fine if 
he has not done so yet. Please don't 
turn Gandhi into a Hindutva figure. 
If you have to follow his teachings 
hold sarvadharma prayers in schools 
and colleges throughout the year and 
on special public functions. Gandhiji 
was particular about sarvadharma 
prayers before his public discourses 
every evening and these prayers are 
compiled in the Ashram Bhajanavali 
brought out by Navajivan in cheap 
editions and contain Bapu's favourite 
hymn Sermon on the Mount and 
excerpts from the Gita, the Quran, 
the  Dhammapada ,  the  Guru 
Granth Sahib, the Jain scriptures 
and the Zend-Avesta. Will the 
political ruling class do this or the 
forthcoming Gandhi celebrations 
will remain only another pre-
General Election 2019 gimmick at 
the cost of the public exchequer? 
I have no idea if the Celebration 
Committee comprises only political 
bosses and bureaucrats and a few 
representatives of those cultural 
Gandhian institutions captured by 
the RSS controlled BJP Government 
or also some eminent independent 
academicians and representatives 
of real Gandhians. The 'nakli' 
Gandhians in the Congress throttled 
Gandhi and their counterparts in the 
BJP seem to be determined to bury 
Gandhi fathoms deep.

Email: tripathicb@gmail.com

Letter to Editor

Sham Celebration of 150th Birth Anniversary of  
Mahatma Gandhi by BJP Government

Chandrabhaal Tripathi
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