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We, the undersigned, are shocked 
by the serial raids across the country 
on the homes of activists and public 
intellectuals who are critical of the 
government and the ruling party at 
the Centre. The arrests of prominent 
activists and intellectuals Sudha 
Bharadwaj, Vernon Gonsalves, 
Gautam Navlakha, Varavara Rao, 
Arun Ferreira, Kranthi Tekula and 
others, are nothing but an attempt 
by the government to strike terror 
among those who are fighting for 
justice for the marginalised. This 
is also an attempt by the BJP to 
invent a false enemy and engage in 
scaremongering in order to polarise 
the 2019 elections in its favour. 
Already, the government and the 
media houses close to the BJP 
have been trying to spin a false 
narrative of a Maoist conspiracy 
since June 2018. Terms like “urban 
naxals” are invented in order to stifle 
any criticism of the government. 
We have learnt that the Delhi 
Police, after having arrested Sudha 
Bharadwaj, waited for Republic 
TV to arrive before taking her to 
the court. This simply shows that 
the arrests are incomplete without 
the accompanying sensationalist 
media propaganda to demonise 
activists, human rights defenders and 
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intellectuals.
The so-called raids carried out 

on the houses of these activists 
are aimed at creating a spectacle, 
as the writings and views of these 
intellectuals are already publicly 
known and are well documented. 
This seems like a conspiracy to 
divert attention from the gravity 
of the Sanatan Sanstha conspiracy 
to carry out serial bomb attacks 
on Eid and Ganesh Chaturthi! 
The same Sanatan Sanstha was 
also involved in the murder of 
Gauri Lankesh, as per the ongoing 
investigations by Karnataka police. 
Today’s arrests have been carried 
out in order to give cover to the 
murderers of Gauri Lankesh. People 
like Sudha Bharadwaj, Gautam 
Navlakha and others who have been 
arrested are friends of the people 
who have dedicated their entire 
lives to the betterment of the Indian 
public. By arresting them, the BJP 
is only exposing its insecurities 
and its intolerance to any dissent or 
criticism of its policies.

The arrests should be seen 
in continuation with the recent 
attacks on pro-justice voices such 
as Swami Agnivesh, Umar Khalid 
and many other activists from 
Delhi to Lucknow. A BJP lawmaker 
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from Karnataka even advocated the 
murder of “intellectuals.” Both the 
arrests and the physical attacks on 
justice loving people must be seen 
as a part of a series of attempts to 
stifle dissent and deny social justice.

We demand immediate release 
of the arrested individuals, dropping 
of all false and malicious charges, as 
these arrests are politically motivated 
and unjustified.

Statement signed by:
Admiral Ramdas, Shabnam 

Hashmi, Paranjoy Guha Thakurta, 
Jignesh Mevani, Nivedita Menon, 
Kavita Krishnan, Teesta Setalvad, 
Ram Puniyani, Swami Agnivesh, 
Mallika Sarabhai and hundreds 
of other citizens from all over the 
country.

For twelve days, between 8th 
and 20th August this year, Kerala 
has suffered a devastating flood 
disaster. The last time the state 
suffered a similar flood disaster was 
94 years ago, in 1924. The intensity 
of floods in the state this time was 
so severe because all 44 rivers in the 
state were in spate due to continual 
torrential rain, and all 42 major dams 
and most of the 40 minor dams in 
the state had to lift their sluice gates 
to prevent more serious disasters. 
Almost all districts of the state have 
suffered severe losses of multiple 
dimensions. It is estimated that at 
least 322 people have lost their lives 
due to the floods.  

The flood has left countless 
families without a shelter. Thousands 
of pets dogs and other domestic 
animals and birds, trapped in 
floods, perished. 10.4 lakh people, 
including children, women and the 
aged who were entrapped in their 
flooded homes and backwoods under 
trying circumstances (many did 
not have anything to eat or drink, 
except the rain water, for four days 
consecutively), were rescued and 
housed in 5,645 relief camps, which 
were set up in all parts of Kerala.

Rescue and Relief Operations
The rescue and relief operations 

in the state during the floods have 
been exemplary. In the wake of 
the disaster, people of Kerala have 
displayed a commendable sense of 
unity, compassion and solidarity. 
Indeed, they rose in unison, and 
together did everything possible 
to rescue the victims marooned in 
their homes, charity institutions and 

elsewhere. There was a tremendous 
display of solidarity among people, 
young and old, cutting across all 
dividing lines. The goodness of man 
was in full expression, strengthening 
the hope for the construction of a 
new world of equality and solidarity 
in future. 

The rescue and relief operations 
have been carried on by the state and 
central administrative machineries, 
and the public. Besides the state 
administrative machinery, like the 
police, revenue officials, medical 
staff, motor vehicles department, fire 
force, rapid action force, etc., there 
has been full participation of the 
central forces, including the army, 
navy and air force, National Disaster 
Response Force, Coast Guard, BS 
and CRPF, in the rescue and relief 
operations.

Role of Fishermen Volunteers
In the rescue operations, the 

most commendable was the selfless 
devotion displayed by the fishermen 
of the Kerala coast, who voluntarily 
jumped in the fray, with their small 
mechanised boats, their only means 
of livelihood. (Many boats and 
their engines have actually got 
damaged due to their operations in 
the uneven terrains of the flooded 
areas in the interior parts of the 
state). 420 fishermen volunteers 
from Trivandrum and Quilon rushed 
to the flooded areas in Alleppy and 
Pathanamthitta districts with their 
fishing boats and joined the rescue 
operations. They ventured to reach 
impenetrable areas where even the 
well-trained central and state rescue 
forces could not tread, and rescued 
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the entrapped victims. During the 
operations, one of them was found 
helping some aged persons to step 
into the boats by kneeling in the 
muddy waters and making himself 
a stepping stone. That was the spirit 
of sacrifice the fishermen volunteers 
have shown during the crisis. Their 
humble and dare-devil actions 
during the rescue operations have 
been widely acclaimed, and won 
people's hearts. No wonder, they 
were given a hero's welcome when 
they triumphantly returned to their 
native fishing villages after their 
rescue operations. They are being 
honoured at specially organised 
public functions for their valour, 
chivalry and solidarity action.   

Support from Centre and States 
and Abroad

A complementary development 
is the spontaneous display of 
solidarity and flow of support for 
the flood victims from the Centre 
and other states of India, and also 
from abroad. India's Prime Minister 
visited Kerala to see for himself 
the severity of the situation and 
promised a support of Rs 500 crore 
as an interim relief measure from 
the Centre. Many state governments 
have also offered generous support 
of several crores of rupees. The spirit 
of the unity of India is visible in all 
these spontaneous responses from 
the states.

F r o m  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
community, the government of 
the United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
has offered a donation of Rs 700 
crore for the victims of floods in 
Kerala. Japan and Thailand too 
have indicated their intention to 
send their donations. Many other 
governments have shown their 
readiness to send similar support. 
They are reaching out this way in 

tune with the well-established social 
democratic principles and norms of 
international solidarity actions for 
the victims of natural calamities 
in any part of the world. But the 
Narendra Modi Government, which 
is not familiar with the principle of 
international solidarity, has taken 
a narrow view of it and has not 
allowed such international support 
from reaching the victims of the 
floods in Kerala. It has issued a 
statement saying that it would not 
accept any foreign aid for providing 
relief for natural calamities in India! 
This is petty, indecent, uncivil and 
disgraceful. The Government of 
India should immediately lift its 
opposition to the flow of foreign 
aid to help the victims of Kerala. 
Needless to say, the rehabilitation 
of nearly 2 million flood victims 
would need enormous resources. 
It is estimated that for post-flood 
reconstruction and rehabilitation of 
victims, Kerala would need at least 
Rs 25,776 crore, for which the state 
government, reportedly, has decided 
to go in for a loan of Rs 10,500 crore. 
As the state is already deep in debt, 
this new loan would put the state 
finances in a tizzy in the years ahead.

Loss Estimate
It is going to take considerable 

time to make proper assessments of 
losses due to the floods. However, it 
is undeniable that the victims have 
suffered heavy losses. For many, all 
their household items, including all 
electronic and clothing items, have 
been rendered useless by the muddy 
floodwaters which filled their homes. 
Preliminary estimates indicate that 
at least 57,000 houses need to be 
rebuilt or repaired.

The floods have damaged about 
10,000 kms of PWD roads, and 
many bridges. Nearly 2 lakh farmers 

have suffered crop losses worth Rs 
681 crore due to the floods.

Since the torrential rains have 
stopped now, and the water is 
receding, people have started their 
struggle to resume their normal 
lives in their old slush-filled houses. 
Losses apart, just cleaning the houses 
to make them livable itself is bound 
to be a herculean task. Rehabilitation 
is also going to be a big and long-
drawn-out task. For most people, 
they will  have to start their lives all 
over again, from scratch. 

Man-Made Disaster
What was the reason for the 

severe intensity of the floods? 
One factor is the failure of the 
adminis t ra t ion  to  grasp  the 
seriousness of the recommendations 
contained in the 2011 report of the 
environmental expert committee 
headed by Madhav Gadgil for 
the protection of the ecologically 
fragile areas of the Western Ghats, 
including Kerala. The Gadgil 
Committee had recommended that 
practically the entire Western Ghats 
region be designated as ecologically 
sensitive area (ESA). Within this 
area, smaller regions were to be 
identified as ecologically sensitive 
zones (ESZ) I, II or III based on 
their existing condition and nature 
of threat. It suggested that ESZ1 
and ESZ2 would be largely ‘no-
go’ zones for mining and polluting 
industries as well as large-scale 
development activities, including 
new railway lines. It also objected 
to new dams, thermal power stations 
or massive windmill farms or new 
townships in ESZ1. The Gadgil 
Committee had specifically called 
for notifying 17 areas in Kerala, 
including Munnar, as ecologically 
fragile areas. But vested interests 
opposed this recommendation, 
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and the then political leadership 
was 'persuaded' to support the 
vested interests. In order to by-
pass Gadgil recommendations and 
re-draw the recommendations in 
favour of vested interests, a new 
Kasturirangan Committee was first 
appointed, to be followed by another 
committee headed by Prof. Oommen 
V. Oommen, to make tailor-made 
recommendations. These committees 
totally diluted the Gadgil Committee 
recommendations. Vested interests 
were allowed to encroach and build 
resorts and tourism centers and carry 
out other construction activities in 
the ecologically fragile areas, in 
violation of the Gadgil Committee 
recommendations. Now, it is clear 
that had the state government 
implemented the Gadgil Committee 
recommendations during the last 
seven years, the scale of the disaster 
this year would not have been as 
severe as has taken place.

Thus, for instance, during the 
12 days of rain and floods in Kerala, 
there took place 537 landslides, 
mostly in the foothills of Western 
Ghats. This was largely due to the 
large-scale stone quarrying activities 
in the foothills, in violation of 
the letter and spirit of the Gadgil 
Committee recommendations. The 
stone mafia gangs have come up 
in large numbers everywhere to 
quarry stones and supply them 
for construction activities and for 
the large-scale widening of roads 
taking place in the state, and most 
recently, to supply the 88 lakhs 
tonnes of stones needed for building 
a Container Transhipment Terminal 
Port in Vizhinjam, near Trivandrum, 
a useless and wasteful project. The 
impact of mining activities in these 
quarries on the ecologically fragile 
areas of Western Ghats is instant. 
When the rocks in the foothills are 

mined using powerful dynamites, it 
shakes the ecologically fragile areas 
at the top and in the neighbourhood. 
Most of the 537 landslides in 
the Western Ghats during those 
traumatic 12 days took place due 
to these mining activities. In a way, 
therefore, this disaster in partly man-
made. The people affected by these 
landslides are also aware of this, 
which is why many evacuees from 
these landslide areas are refusing to 
go back to these places, as they are 
genuinely afraid of the recurrence of 
such landslides in future. They want 
to be rehabilitated in safer areas in 
the planes. 

A systematic failure to protect 
the traditional paddy fields in Kerala 
is another factor that aggravated the 
flood situation in the state. Falling 
under the 'influence' of the real 
estate businessmen, governments, 
through various enactments, have 
allowed large-scale filling of paddy 
fields for the construction of high 
rise multi-storeyed flats, resorts, 
convention centres, malls, etc., 
and changed the natural ecological 
balance in Kerala. Traditionally, 
paddy fields in the state absorbed and 
stored substantial quantity of rain 
water. The usual water percolation 
into the ground during the rains 
has been considerably blocked now 
by a large-scale use of cement and 
paver blocks to construct roads 
and circulating areas in housing 
areas following the construction 
boom in the state, heralded by Gulf 
money. Besides, the large-scale 
road-widening taking place all 
across the state—from 9 metre-wide 
2-lane roads to 45 to 60 meters-
wide 4-lane and 6-lane roads—with 
World Bank loans for the promotion 
of the sales of luxury cars of big 
multinational car companies of 
Europe, America and Japan has 

also reduced the percolation space. 
When natural outlets are blocked 
by upstarts for luxury and pleasure, 
water will find its own way to flow, 
which cumulatively can only take 
the form of floods.

We may also note that these 
floods are a spill over effect of 
global warming. In fact we are yet 
to acknowledge that global warming 
and climate change are current 
realities. Scientists have analysed, 
in great detail, how human activities 
are causing global warming which is 
leading to more and more frequent 
and severe extreme weather events 
such as heavy rains and floods.  
like the one that gripped Kerala in 
August this year. 

Building a New Kerala
In the circumstances, what 

the Kerala government should do 
immediately is go back to the Gadgil 
committee recommendations and 
implement them faithfully, and stop 
all environmentally destructive 
activities in the ecologically fragile 
areas of the Western Ghats.

The floods also provide an 
opportunity to lay the foundations 
for building a new Kerala, including 
building a welfare state system based 
on equality and equal justice—
which would give to every person 
in Kerala state-guaranteed protection 
from cradle-to-grave, including free 
healthcare and free education. This 
would necessarily require the public 
sector to play a dominant role.   

Email: bvivekanandan@yahoo.com  

Janata
is available at

www.lohiatoday.com
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A pandora’s box has been opened 
with the release of the preliminary 
draft of the National Register of 
Citizens (NRC) for Assam. This list 
leaves out nearly 40 lakh people 
from the draft list of citizens. Till the 
final list is published after reviewing 
the appeal of the ‘left out’ people, 
an uncertainty will hang over their 
heads. Amit Shah, the president of 
the ruling BJP, stated that those left 
out are ghuspaithiyas (infiltrators), 
they are a threat to our security and 
that due to them there is competition 
for the limited resources of the state 
and the natives are suffering due to 
that. The perception is that those 
not finding a place in the NRC are 
Bangladeshi Muslims. The primary 
anger of Amit Shah is against this 
group of people.

Those not finding their names 
in the list are a diverse group and 
there are reports that a large number 
of these are Hindus as well, from 
Nepal, West Bengal and other parts 
of the country. Interestingly, many 
families have been torn apart by 
the NRC, as some members find 
themselves  in this list, while names 
of others are missing. The chief 
minister of the neighbouring state, 
Mamata Banerjee, has come out 
heavily against the NRC. 

The unders tanding being 
percolated is that apart from being 
a security threat and a drain on 
the states’ resources, this group of 
people is a threat to the ethnic and 
linguistic composition of the state. 
Voices are now being raised that 
such an NRC should be initiated 

Are Immigrants in Assam a Security Threat?

Ram Puniyani

in other parts of India also. Ethnic 
and linguistic aspects apart, the 
communal forces have been raising 
the issue of Bangladeshi immigrants 
time and again. For instance, in 
Mumbai this was raised in the 
wake of the Mumbai carnage of 
1992–93. In Delhi too this issue has 
occasionally been brought up; in a 
related instance, only recently, there 
took place the burning of a Rohingya 
Muslims colony in Delhi.

So far as Assam is concerned, 
the core issue with regards to the 
religious linguistic composition of 
Assam is the influx of immigrants 
due to many historical and political 
reasons. One recalls that the first 
time this took place was during 
the colonial period, when the 
British introduced their ‘Human 
Plantation program’. This program 
encouraged people from over-
populated Bengal to migrate to 
Assam and till the land. It had a 
dual aim, of releasing the population 
pressure on overpopulated Bengal, 
and increasing the production of 
foodgrains to solve food shortage 
by utilising the vast tracts of land in 
Assam. Those migrating included 
both Muslims and Hindus. At the 
time of partition, Assam had a 
large Muslim population, so much 
so that at the time of partition of 
the country, Jinnah demanded that 
Assam should be part of Pakistan. 
Later, with the genocide launched by 
Pakistan army in East Bengal, many 
people migrated to Assam to escape 
persecution by the army. After the 
formation of Bangladesh, probably 

people have continued to migrate to 
Assam for economic reasons. 

As regards the documents on 
which the NRC is basing itself, 
it is interesting to note that while 
some legitimate people may not 
have proper documents, some non 
‘citizens’ might have forged the 
documents. The argument that 
migration has been encouraged for 
vote bank politics may only be partly 
true; largely, people choose to stay 
or migrate under extreme situations; 
it is a matter of their entire life. We 
need to remember that there is no 
social security in India, and most 
of those who have migrated to 
Assam make their living by doing 
the most menial jobs and live in 
extreme poverty. These children of 
‘lesser gods’ are also human beings 
trying to make their living in this 
cruel world, where the haves can 
buy citizenship with their money, 
or some can escape from India with 
a large booty and choose from a 
number of countries which welcome 
such people for their wealth. The 
‘Poor of the World’ have no choice!

India has so far been a country 
with compassion and heart. We 
have accepted the Tamil speaking 
Sri Lankans and the Buddhists from 
Tibet. The proposal to treat Hindus 
coming from Afghanistan and 
Bangladesh as refugees and Muslims 
as infiltrators is very inhuman. Even 
if we are able to advance the exercise 
of NRC to making the final draft, 
what will we achieve? The social-
economic indices of Bangladesh 
today are higher than those of India. 
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Bangladesh states that these people 
are not from Bangladesh and it will 
not accept their repatriation. So what 
will we achieve by identifying those 
not having proper documents? Put 
them in camps? At the moment they 
are making their meagre living doing 
the hardest work at the lowest level 
in society, so what will be the net 
achievement?

And the talk of extending this 
exercise to other states of the country 
is meaningless. What is needed is 
the revival of compassion for these 
people which was in existence 
when Tamil speaking people were 
accommodated or Buddhists from 
Tibet were accepted. India has 
seen changes in its population 
profile after partition due to massive 
translocations of people as well as 
economic migrations. We claim to 
believe in Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam 
(world is one family). We need to 
remember that only those polices 
will succeed which are based on 
compassion for weaker sections of 
society. To think that they pose is 
threat to our security is a misplaced 
way of seeing the issue. We need 
to evolve the principles where 
exclusivism gives way to empathy.  

Email: ram.puniyani@gmail.com

Matre Sadan, on the bank of 
river Ganga, is no ordinary ashram in 
Haridwar and Swami Gyan Swaroop 
Sanand, fasting since 22 June 2018, 
demanding a law for conservation of 
Ganga, is no ordinary sadhu. Earlier 
Swami Shivanand, head priest of the 
ashram, and his disciples Swamis 
Nigmanand, Dayanand, Yajnanand 
and Purnanand have observed long 
fasts to prevent illegal mining in 
Ganga in Haridwar. Nigmanand 
died on the 115th day of his fast in 
2011 after he was poisoned with 
organophosphate while in hospital 
during the regime of Bhartiya Janata 
Party government in Uttarakhand 
at the behest of a mining mafia 
Gyanesh Agarwal associated with 
Rashtriya Swayamsewak Sangh.

Now Swami Gyan Swaroop 
Sanand, formerly known as Professor 
Guru Das Agrawal, is on fast and 
appears committed to laying down 
his life for the sake of Ganga. He 
says his well wishers should worry 
more about the health of Ganga than 
his health. Swami Sanand thinks 
that it is too late now to redeem the 
situation. He is critical of the Swachh 
Bharat Abhiyan. He doesn't think 
that a few people picking up brooms 
can clean local areas. The pollution 
is a result of flawed developmental 
policies. A pro-ecology development 
policy is necessary for sustainable 
development. But the Narendra 
Modi government has not even 
uttered the phrase of 'sustainable 

development' once in its four and a 
half years regime. Development for 
government means construction. 
R e c e n t l y  t h e  U t t a r a k h a n d 
government has taken a decision 
to contruct a road though the Jim 
Corbett National Park, posing a 
threat to the forest and wildlife. The 
government has also undertaken 
an ambitious all weather Char 
Dham road project connecting 
Kedarnath, Badrinath, Gangotri 
and Yamunotri at an estimated cost 
of Rs 12,000 crore. Swami Sanand 
thinks this is a disastrous project as 
it'll involve cutting large number 
of trees, creating instability by 
cutting hilly slopes, muck of which 
will come down into the rivers. He 
expressed astonishment that Nitin 
Gadkari can hold both ministries 
of Road Transport, Highways and 
Shipping as well as Water Resources, 
River Development and Ganga 
Rejuvenation at the same time. It 
requires the ingenuity of Prof. G.D. 
Agrawal to see this contradiction. 
The 285 projects undertaken under 
National Mission for Clean Ganga 
which is also popularly known as 
Namami Gange are mostly related 
to construction of sewage treatment 
plants and riverfront development, 
which has nothing to do with 
conservation. Similarly he points out 
that the Ministry of Environment and 
Forests counts approving of projects 
as among its achievements, all of 
which involve clearing of forests!

Saint-Engineer Stakes His Life to  
Save Ganga 

Sandeep Pandey

This article was written after conversation with Swami Sanand at  
Matre Sadan, Haridwar on the  62nd day of his fast on 22 August 2018.
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Swami Sanand thinks the present 
idea of development is an enemy of 
environment and doesn't think that 
Ganga can be saved unless the task 
is given to people who are sensitive 
towards it. On 20 August 2018, the 
Uttarakhand High Court ordered the 
state government that no untreated 
sewage should be dumped in Ganga. 
The sewage received by the sewage 
treatment plant (STP) at Haridwar 
is more than double of its installed 
capacity of 45 millions litres per day 
(MLD), and so the rest flows into 
Ganga untreated. Swami Sanand 
asks what has the Pollution Control 
Board and National Green Tribunal 
being doing till now? He also raises 
a question on how these sewage 
flows are measured. Most likely it 
is not the maximum flow. It is the 
flow on the particular day when 
it was measured. Sometimes the 
flow estimate is derived by simply 
assuming sewage generation of 50 
litres per day, and then multiplying 
it by the population.

As an example of bad planning, 
he points to the pumping station 
at Assi drain in Varanasi, which 
pumps the sewage upstream to the 
35 MLD capacity STP in Ramana. 
What is the logic of pumping sewage 
upstream of river? He also narrated 
an incident when the environment 
minister in the United Progressive 
Alliance government, Saifuddin 
Soz, visited the Rajendra Prasad 
Ghat sewage pumping station in 
Varanasi, only to be told that it had 
not been functioning for the last 
month and a half.  With such callous 
attitude, he is not sure how Ganga 
can be made clean. He feels that the 
commitment as well as competence 
to even operate the STPs is missing. 
North India has no good consultants 
in this area.

Nitin Gandkari in his letter 

requesting Swami Sanand to end his 
fast has mentioned that in Kanpur, 
80 MLD sewage out of 140 MLD 
flowing through Sisamau drain is 
now being diverted to Bingawan 
STP. Swami Sanand questions why 
a STP with a capacity of only 80 
MLD was built? When the city was 
expanding, a STP with a higher 
capacity should have been planned. 
But the approach of the government 
is to build whatever capacity can be 
created from the available funds.  
The nature of planning is adhoc.

Swami Sanand is also quite 
critical of activities like Kawanriya 
Yatras and Ram Kathas in the 
name of religion and culture which 
create more pollution. He gave 
the example of how people treat 
Kanwariyas with Chole-Bhature 
and other eatables from road side 
stalls, and entire area gets littered 
with waste. Morari Bapu delivered 
a Ram Katha at Gangotri Dham, 
Uttarkashi from 18 to 26 August, 
2018. Swami Sanand questioned the 
wisdom of conducting Ram Katha 
at this location which would have 
put additional burden on the local 
ecology.

Swami Sanand went on fast from 
13 to 30 June, 2008, 14 January 
to 20 February, 2009 and 20 July 
to 23 August, 2010 against three 
hydroelectric projects—Bhairon 
Ghati, Lohari Nagpala and Pala 
Maneri—and was able to stall them 
all, even though the tunnel in Lohari 
Nagpala was complete. He even 
managed to get the government to 
declare 125 kilometres of Bhagirathi 
as eco-sensitive zone. His fourth fast 
was from 14 January to 16 April, 
2012. It was done in stages—on 
fruits in Allahabad, on lemon water 
in Haridwar, and finally without 
water in Varanasi, after which he 
had to be admitted to the All India 

Institute of Medical Sciences, Delhi. 
In 2013, he fasted from 13 June to 
13 October, of which he spent 15 
days in jail. The general secretary 
of Ganga Sabha, Jitendranand, 
delivered a letter to him from the 
then BJP President Rajnath Singh 
committing that when Narendra 
Modi government comes to power, 
it will accept all the demands of 
Swami Sanand related to Ganga. 
However, the Modi government has 
been a big let down. Swami Sanand 
feels that Manmohan Singh–Jairam 
Ramesh–Jayanthi Natarajan team 
was more sensitive than Narendra 
Modi–Nitin Gadkari–Uma Bharti 
towards caring about Ganga. He has 
special praise for Jairam Ramesh, 
who got the making of Ganga Master 
Plan by foreign experts with United 
States funds cancelled. On Pranab 
Mukherjee's suggestion, this task 
was given to Indian Institute of 
Technology Consortium.

Swami Sanand wrote a letter to 
Nitin Gadkari on 4 July and to the 
Prime Minister on 5 August, 2018. 
But there has been no reply from 
either. Swami Sanand is disappointed 
with the government as well as civil 
society including IIT Consortium, 
and has therefore put his life at stake. 
Are we going to let this Seer simply 
die fasting?

Email: ashaashram@yahoo.com
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Kandhamal is yet another 
milestone in the journey of the 
Independent India. It reminds 
us that we are moving towards 
the normalisation of a genocidal 
mindset. For the last ten years, it 
has only  been the Christians who 
remember this atrocity . The majority 
community does not seem to feel the 
need to share of suffering, pain, 
humiliation and sense of injustice of 
their Christian compatriots. We are 
turning into  a nation of fractured 
sensibilities with little sense of 
justice.

The Archbishop of Cuttack–
Bhubaneswar Mgr. John Barwa 
has appealed for a holy mass on 
25 August which marks the 10th 
anniversary of the anti-Christian 
violence in Kandhamal that led to the 
killing of more than 100 Christians, 
looting and burning and destruction 
of nearly 6,000 houses spread over 
more than 400 villages, desecration 
and destruction of hundreds of 
churches, convents and hostels 
and displacement of nearly 60,000 
Christians from their homes.

The Archbishop says that this 
mass is an expression of the will of 
the people of Odissa to turn a new leaf 
and move towards a renewed society 
filled with peace and harmony, 
a move towards reconciliation 
and restoration of amity between 
communities. Recalling the horror 
of Kandhamal which started on 
25 August 2008 and continued for 
months, Mgr. John Barwa hopes 
that “ten years ago, what happened 
in Kandhamal, Odisha should have 
never happened and should never 
ever happen again.”

Kandhamal Without Closure

Apoorvanand 

If the victims themselves 
appeal for peace and there is no 
repentance or atonement on part 
of the perpetrators, the talk of 
reconciliation becomes farcical. 
For the last 10 years, the Christians 
have been fighting a lonely battle 
for justice. Nearly all state organs, 
including the police and civil 
administration, actively resisted and 
blocked the relief operations in the 
immediate aftermath of the attack. 
After that, they did everything to 
deny the crime, put the onus on the 
victims themselves and obstructed 
their battle for justice.

Leave alone compensating the 
victims adequately and ensuring 
the return of the survivors, the state 
has not even acted on the order of 
the Supreme Court given in 2016 
to re-investigate 315 cases of anti-
Christian violence. The NHRC 
has not opened its mouth on this 
violence. With criminals enjoying 
impunity, it is impossible to even 
think of reconciliation. Are the 
Christians expected to reconcile 
with this state–society apathy and 
stop demanding justice? Would it be 
called return of peace then?

The mass violence against 
Christians in Kandhamal was 
preceded by a long and sustained 
hate campaign against them in 
the name of anti-conversion 
campaign. Remember the murder 
of the Australian missionary Graham 
Staines and his two adolescent sons 
by burning them. This crime by 
members of the Bajrang Dal was 
legitimised obliquely using the 
argument given by a person like Atal 
Bihari Vajpeyee who had called for a 

national debate on conversion after 
the carnage against  Christians in the 
district of Dangs in Gujarat to deflect 
attention from those killings.

The Supreme Court also gave 
a justification for the hate crime 
while lowering the quantum of 
punishment to the perpetrators. 
Let us recall the exact words of the 
bench to understand why Kandhamal 
was waiting to happen. Justice 
Sathasivam and Justice Chauhan 
said: “Though Graham Staines and 
his two minor sons were burnt to 
death while they were sleeping inside 
a station wagon at Manoharpur, the 
intention was to teach a lesson to 
Staines about his religious activities, 
namely, converting poor tribals to 
Christianity.”

Holding Staines responsible 
for his murder, the bench used this 
opportunity to condemn the act 
of conversion: “It is undisputed 
that there is no justification for 
interfering in someone`s belief by 
way of ‘use of force’, provocation, 
conversion, incitement or upon a 
flawed premise that one religion is 
better than the other.”

In the case of Kandhamal 
i t  was the murder of Swami 
Lakshmanananda which acted as 
an excuse and justification of the 
mass violence against the Christians. 
The Maoists claimed responsibility 
for the act but it did not deter the 
Vishwa Hindu Parishad and other 
leaders of the affiliates of the RSS 
from blaming the Christians and 
their organisations for his killing. 
Despite the Maoist claim, 7 innocent 
Christian tribals were given life 
terms. Their appeal has not been 
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heard by the High Court for the last 
5 years.

The action-reaction theory, 
invoked in 2002 in Gujarat to justify 
the genocidal violence against 
Muslims, was invoked in Kandhamal 
too. The technique was also the 
same. In Gujarat, the bodies of the 
people who perished in the burning 
of the Sabarmati Express were 
taken out in a procession and then 
the violence started. Similarly, the 
funeral procession of the Swami was 
allowed to be led by Pravin Togadia, 
who was shouting anti-Christian 
slogans and calling for revenge. 
The funeral procession meandered 
through dense forests covering 
250 kilometers through Christian 
populations instigating violence.

Not only the violence but the 
cover up operation done by ‘The 
India Foundation’ by blaming it on 
Christians through its propaganda 
material should alarm us, as many 
functionaries of the Foundation 
are now in leading positions in the 
government.

Ten years later, we need not 
recall the graphic details of the 
violence done to women, children 
and old men to generate sympathy 
for them. It makes them look pitiable 
and helpless. Instead we need to 
record the valiant battle that all the 
victims and survivors have waged 
to secure justice with the help of 
the much maligned but a very small 
group of human right organisations, 
individuals and lawyers. They have 
continued their fight, despite the 
indifference, and stonewalling, by 
the state organs. For this, we need to 
be thankful to them, as through this 
struggle they have kept alive the idea 
of justice for all of us.

These ten years have seen hate 
and violence against Christians 
being routinised and turned into a 

daily affair. Beating up of priests, 
breaking up of prayer meetings 
and carols, desecration of churches 
and arrests of priests, enactment 
of anti-conversion laws as done 
in Jharkhand or villages being 
made out of bounds for them as 
in Chattisagarh lack the spectacle 
of Kandhamal. Our indifference to 
these incidents only demonstrates  

that the violence of Kandhamal has 
succeeded in its mission. It has made 
us so insensitive that unless there is 
a repeat on this scale, we would not 
even accept that violence against 
Christians has now become our 
national habit.

Email: katyayani.apoorv@gmail.com

A recent legal case which has 
attracted worldwide attention relates 
to the award of huge compensation 
to DeWayne Johnson, a school 
groundskeeper, by a California 
jury on account of his health being 
damaged severely by a herbicide 
glyphosate which this groundskeeper 
had used regularly, resulting in very 
painful and life-threatening blood-
cell cancer. There was widespread 
sympathy for this victim and Edward 
Kennedy, son of the famous Senator 
by the same name, was among the 
team of lawyers who argued this 
case. 

For people involved in food 
safety issues, this case has an 
additional significance. The damages 
are to be paid by Monsanto, which 
is the manufacturer of glyphosate. 
Monsanto is also in the forefront of 
the spread of genetically modified 
(GM) crops. It has been involved 
in providing packages in which the 
company’s GM seeds are closely 
tied to the marketing of the disputed 
herbicide whose serious health 
hazards have been the subject of 
much debate earlier also. In the 
course of the hearings of this case, 
however, it became increasingly 
clear that the so-called scientific 

evidence of the safety of its products 
by which the giant multinational 
company (MNC) had been swearing 
had many holes in it, and at times its 
own findings were being passed off 
as the opinion of reputed scientists.

As the issues of food safety 
and health hazards are so important 
and as this and a few other MNCs 
appear to be so determined to 
gain increasing domination of the 
world food and farming markets by 
relentless lobbying for GM crops and 
agri-chemicals tied to these crops, it 
is important to look carefully at the 
scientific evidence available on this 
subject. While some of the most 
eminent scientists in the world have 
been warning against GM crops, 
these powerful companies along 
with their influential collaborators 
in the government and the media 
have been claiming that scientific 
evidence is on their side. So the 
common people are sometimes 
confused regarding whom to believe. 
This confusion can be cleared by 
looking at what the most eminent 
scientist of India on this subject 
said shortly before his death. This 
scientist was the most well-informed 
scientist in India on this subject. Our 
reference here is of course to Dr. 

Growing Evidence Against GM Crops

Bharat Dogra
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Pushpa Bhargava.
Dr. Pushpa M. Bhargava was the 

founder of the Centre for Cellular and 
Molecular Biology and in addition he 
was also the Vice Chairperson of the 
National Knowledge Commission. 
Many people’s science movements 
looked upon him as their mentor. He 
had been appointed by the Supreme 
Court of India as an observer in 
the Genetic Engineering Appraisal 
Committee as he was widely 
perceived to be not only a very 
accomplished expert on this issue 
and that too of the highest integrity 
but in addition he was also seen on 
the basis of his past record as a very 
strong and persistent defender of 
public interest.

Therefore it is very useful and 
interesting to see what this very 
senior scientist with a comprehensive 
understanding of this issue had 
to say about GM crops. First of 
all he made a strong and clear 
effort to break the myth which 
had been created by relentless 
manipulation by the very powerful 
forces trying to spread GM crops in 
India. According to this myth most 
scientific research supports GM 
crops. While demolishing this myth 
Dr. Bhargava wrote, “There are 
over 500 research publications by 
scientists of indisputable integrity, 
who have no conflict of interest, 
that establish harmful effects of GM 
crops on human, animal and plant 
health, and on the environment and 
biodiversity. For example, a recent 
paper by Indian scientists showed 
that the Bt gene in both cotton and 
brinjal leads to inhibition of growth 
and development of the plant. On 
the other hand, virtually  every paper 
supporting GM crops is by scientists 
who have a declared conflict of 
interest or whose credibility and 
integrity can be doubted.”

Elsewhere in  this  ar t ic le 
he commented,  “The central 
government departments that have 
been acting as peddlers of GM 
technology—probably in collusion 
with MNCs marketing GM seeds—
have shown little respect for law.” 

In a review of recent trends titled 
“Food Without Choice” (published 
in the Tribune), Prof. Bhargava, who 
was an internationally acclaimed 
authority on this subject, drew 
pointed attention to the “attempt 
by a small but powerful minority to 
propagate genetically modified crops 
to serve their interests and those of 
multinational corporations (read the 
US), the bureaucracy, the political 
setup and a few unprincipled and 
unethical scientists and technologists 
who can be used as tools.” Further 
he  warned, “The ultimate goal of 
this attempt in India, of which the 
leader is Monsanto, is to obtain 
control over Indian agriculture and 
thus food production. With 60 per 
cent of our population engaged in 
agriculture and living in villages, 
this would essentially mean not 
only a control over our food security 
but also over our farmer security, 
agricultural security and security of 
the rural sector.”

The strong stand of Dr. Bhargava 
against GM crops is supported 
by other eminent scientists in 
various parts of world. A group 
of eminent scientists organised 
under the Independent Science 
Panel have stated in very clear 
terms, “GM crops have failed to 
deliver the promised benefits and 
are posing escalating problems on 
the farm. Transgenic contamination 
is now widely acknowledged to be 
unavoidable, and hence there can be 
no co-existence of GM and non-GM 
agriculture. Most important of all, 
GM crops have not been proven safe. 

On the contrary, sufficient evidence 
has emerged to raise serious safety 
concerns, that if ignored could result 
in irreversible damage to health and 
the environment. GM crops should 
be firmly rejected now.”

The Independent Science Panel 
(ISP) is a panel of scientists from 
many disciplines and countries, 
committed to the promotion of 
science for the public good. In 
a document titled The case for 
a GMO-free Sustainable World, 
the ISP has stated further, “By 
far the most insidious dangers of 
genetic engineering are inherent 
to the process itself, which greatly 
enhances the scope and probability 
of horizontal gene transfer and 
recombination, the main route 
to creating viruses and bacteria 
that cause disease epidemics. 
This was highlighted, in 2001, 
by the ‘accidental’ creation of a 
killer mouse virus in the course 
of an apparently innocent genetic 
engineering experiment. Newer 
techniques, such as DNA shuffling, 
are allowing geneticists to create in 
a matter of minutes in the laboratory 
millions of recombinant viruses 
that have never existed in billions 
of years of evolution. Disease-
causing viruses and bacteria and 
their genetic material are the 
predominant materials and tools 
for genetic engineering, as much as 
for the intentional creation of bio-
weapons.”

Several scientists involved 
in studying the implications and 
impacts of genetic engineering 
got together at the International 
Conference on ‘Redefining of Life 
Sciences’ organised at Penang, 
Malaysia, by the Third World 
Network. They issued a statement 
(the Penang Statement) which 
questioned the scientific basis of 
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genetic engineering. This statement 
said :

The new biotechnology based 
upon genetic engineering makes 
the assumption that each specific 
feature of an organism is encoded in 
one or a few specific, stable genes, 
so that the transfer of these genes 
results in the transfer of a discrete 
feature. This extreme form of genetic 
reductionism has already been 
rejected by the majority of biologists 
and many other members of the 
intellectual community because it 
fails to take into account the complex 
interactions between genes and their 
cellular, extracellular and external 
environments that are involved in the 
development of all traits.

It has thus been impossible 
to predict the consequences of 
transferring a gene from one type of 
organism to another in a significant 
number of cases. The limited ability 
to transfer identifiable molecular 
characteristics between organisms 
through genetic engineering does not 
constitute the demonstration of any 
comprehensive or reliable system for 
predicting all the significant effects 
of transposing genes.

Email: bharatdogra1956@gmail.com

 With the back series for GDP 
growth since 1993–94 becoming 
available, this new data on GDP has 
raised a political storm. Its importance 
lies in the fact that in 2015, a new 
series was announced which showed 
India’s GDP growing faster than 
that shown by the earlier series. 
This was politically advantageous 
to the National Democratic Alliance 
(NDA) government which came to 
power in 2014.

The NDA claimed that the 
second United Progressive Alliance 
(UPA-II) government had messed 
up the economy and it had turned 
it around. But in the new series, the 
rate of growth during the last two 
years of UPA-II was also higher than 
what the old series showed, so that 
the economic performance under 
the UPA also did not look so bad. 
What the new series also showed 
was that the NDA had inherited an 
economy with GDP growing at 8.4% 
in the second quarter of 2014. Most 
macroeconomic variables had also 
recovered from their lows in 2013.

Data show that after the NDA 
took over, the rate of growth fell 
and then rose to a peak of 8.65% 
in 2015–16 Q4. After that it fell for 
five consecutive quarters—to 5.57% 
by 2017–18 Q1. The two shocks to 
the economy (demonetisation and 
then the GST) had a big negative 
impact on the rate of growth. This 
is not even captured in the new data 
since a shock requires a change 
in methodology for calculation of 
GDP. The political slugfest between 
the Bharatiya Janata Party and the 
Congress is due to data showing that 
the average growth rate under the 

UPA-I and -II was higher than what 
has been achieved during the present 
NDA regime.

Points to the issue
There are three distinct aspects 

to the controversy. First, why was 
the back series—now the bone of 
contention—needed? Second, what 
do the data show? And, third, why 
was the rate of growth during the two 
UPA regimes higher?

An economy produces a large 
number of goods and services and 
new ones are added all the time. The 
production of all these items has to 
be estimated in order to calculate 
the rate of growth of the economy. 
This requires lots of data, which 
is a tall order. So, a select set of 
items is taken to represent the entire 
production. The question that arises 
is: how accurate are the data?

Technology poses another 
challenge. Older items become 
redundant and newer ones need to 
be included.

So, as time passes, the earlier 
series of data does not represent the 
true growth rate of the economy 
and needs to be modified. That is 
why the old series is replaced by a 
new one periodically. The earlier 
series (from 2004–05) was replaced 
by a new series (from 2011–12). 
Another question arises: How do the 
data from the new series compare 
with those of the old series? Is it 
that growth was also higher earlier? 
Analysts have demanded a back 
series whenever a new series is 
prepared. There were problems 
with the new series which is why 
the back series was not generated 
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automatically. This is also why the 
new committee (which has presented 
its report) was set up.

The difficulty with the new 
series (2011–12) was because it not 
only changed the bundle of items 
used to calculate growth but also 
used a more extensive data base 
(of companies) called MCA21. 
This data base was available from 
2006–07. However, it kept changing 
every year and did not stabilise till 
2010–11—so it was not comparable 
across years and could not be used 
to generate the back series. This is 
also why the task of the committee 
was a difficult one and it could not 
mechanically generate the back 
series.

The committee had to use a 
new method which has its own 
assumptions, which are likely to 
be debated by experts. A bias in 
the results seems to be that the 
growth rate in the new time series 
for the 1990s is lower than in the 
old series, whereas it is higher 
for the 2000s. It is also unable to 
take the black economy and the 
changes in the unorganised sectors 
into account. The report has been 
submitted to the National Statistical 
Commission which will finalise it. 
Therefore, government functionaries 
are arguing that the data cited by the 
media are not final.

Quarrel about causes
It is interesting that the criticism 

is more about the causes of the 
higher rate of growth under the 
UPA than the methodology of the 
study. The implicit admission is that 
the economy did grow faster under 
the UPA but due to wrong policies 
(allowing the fiscal deficit to rise, 
undue expansion of bank loans, etc). 
The argument is that these have led 
to non-performing assets (the twin 

balance sheet problem), higher 
inflation and current account deficit.

But the higher growth was on 
the back of a 38% rate of investment 
and a 36% rate of savings achieved 
by 2007–08. These are now down 
to 32% and 30%, respectively. The 
2007–08 crisis was a global one, but 
the Indian economy continued to 
grow when many other economies 
were slowing down due to an 
increase in the fiscal deficit from 
its record low in 2007. The crisis 
of 2012–13 was due to the rise in 
petroleum prices and largely due to 
international factors.

However, the current slowdown 
is largely policy induced and less 
due to international factors. The 
twin shocks (demonetisation and 
the GST) have played havoc with 
the unorganised sector (not yet 
captured in the data). Household 
savings have declined sharply and 
the investment climate remains 
poor with large numbers of dollar 
millionaires leaving the country. The 
government might consider leaving 
the data debate to experts and not 
make it a political issue.

Email: nuramarku@gmail.com

The manner in which the order 
for the Rafale fighter was suddenly 
changed. The gross violation of 
mandatory procedures. The dogged 
effort of the government to conceal 
facts.  The contradictory and 
ever-shifting statements of the 
Minister of Defence. The gross 
misuse of friendly media to purvey 
falsehood, and to drown vital facts 
and questions in an avalanche of 
abuse. Invoking secrecy clauses in 
the contract that are just not there. 
The inexplicable dropping from 
the project of the one national 
organisation that has decades of 
experience in building aircraft—the 
public sector organisation Hindustan 
Aeronautics Ltd. (HAL)—and the 
incomprehensible induction of a 
private company that has absolutely 
no experience in the field of aerospace 

MODIGATE, THE RAFALE SCAM: 
Deal Imperils National Security

Statement released by Yashwant Sinha, Arun Shourie and  
Prashant Bhushan at a press conference on August 8, 2018  

(edited by us for reasons of space).

manufacture, but does have a record 
of failing in large projects, and is 
mired deeply in debt.

 Each of these features has 
convinced us that there is a major 
scandal here, gross misuse of 
office, and monumental criminal 
misconduct. Nor is this an ordinary 
scandal or ordinary misconduct: it is 
one that imperils the security of the 
country, and puts serious pressure on 
the already fragile defence capital 
budget. Moreover, it is by far larger 
than ones that the country has had to 
contend with in the past.

Facts and questions
In accordance with requirements 

specified by the Indian Air Force, 
the United Progressive Alliance 
(UPA) government issued a Request 
for Proposal (RFP) on August 28, 
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2007 for 126 Medium Multi-Role 
Combat (MMRC) aircrafts. The RFP 
made clear that the bids were to be 
inclusive of cost of initial purchase, 
transfer of technology, licensed 
production, etc. This gives lie to the 
government’s repeated assertion 
that a higher price is being paid to 
Dassault now because of “add-ons”.

Six vendors, that is Dassault 
Avia t ion ,  Lockheed Mar t in , 
Boeing, Saab, Eurofighter GmbH 
and Russian Aircraft Corporation 
submitted bids. After flight trials 
and technical assessment, the Indian 
Air Force announced in 2011 that 
Dassault’s Rafale and Eurofighter 
GmbH’s Typhoon fighters met the 
air force’s requirements. In 2012, it 
was found that Dassault’s bid was 
the lowest and therefore negotiations 
began between Dassault and the 
Indian government.

Intensive negotiations took 
place. They reached the penultimate 
state. Addressing the press on March 
25, 2015 in France, Eric Trappier, 
the chief executive officer of 
Dassault stated: “You can imagine 
my satisfaction to hear . . . from 
the HAL Chairman, that we are in 
agreement for the responsibilities 
sharing, considering as well our 
conformity with the RFP in order 
to be in line with the rules of this 
competition. I strongly believe that 
contract finalisation and signature 
would come soon.” 

 The UPA government steered 
the negotiations to fulfil three inter-
related objectives. First, the Air 
Force should get some aircraft at the 
earliest possible, since the MiG-21 
and MiG-27 fleet had completed 
their service lives and were being 
retired from service. Second, 
India’s aerospace industry has to 
be rejuvenated: for this to happen, 
the country must acquire access to 

advanced technologies; an order of 
such a large magnitude—buying 
126 fighters—ought to be leveraged 
to obtain advanced technologies 
from the foreign vendor. Third, 
the one Indian company that had 
decades of experience in building 
aircraft—HAL—should build the 
fighter in India so that it would be 
in a position to maintain, service 
and overhaul the Rafale through its 
service life of 30–40 years. In the 
process, HAL would also acquire 
advanced manufacturing capabilities 
to become self-reliant in producing 
state-of-the art fighter aircraft.

Accordingly, the 126-aircraft 
deal envisaged that the first eighteen 
aircraft would be procured in a 
“fly-away condition”, that is, these 
would be fully built by the vendor. 
The remaining 108 fighters would 
be manufactured in India by HAL 
under a Transfer of Technology 
agreement. At the time the RFP was 
floated in 2007, the total cost for 
126 MMRC aircrafts was estimated 
by government to be Rs 42,000 
crores. The final price that was being 
negotiated under the deal is not in the 
public domain.

During his visit to France, 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
announced on April 10, 2015 that 
India will purchase 36 Rafale jets 
in a government-to-government 
agreement. There are several 
startling facts about this agreement:

• There was no explanation for 
how the number of 36 aircraft 
had been arrived at;

• There was no mention of 
any planes that were to be 
manufactured in India; 

• There was no mention of the 
requirement that the supplier 
must transfer technology; 

• From securing 126 fighters, the 

Indian Air Force was now to get 
only 36 fighters—nothing was 
mentioned about the rest.
All that was said by government 

sources in justification of this deal 
was that the Air Force needed the 
planes urgently, and that these 36 
planes would reach India within two 
years. Three years later, the aircraft 
are nowhere in sight. It has in fact 
been announced in Parliament that 
the first Rafale fighters will come 
only by September 2019 (four-
and-a-half years after the prime 
minister’s announcement). The 
full pack of 36 aircraft will not be 
available to India till mid-2022.

If the government had adhered 
to the original RFP, the 18 aircraft 
would have come within two and 
half years, and, as Dassault would 
have been bound to commence 
production within three years, the 
additional aircraft would also have 
been available to the Air Force by 
mid-2022. The planes thus would 
have been available at the pace at 
which the government now claims it 
has ensured as a matter of urgency, 
and, in addition, the country would 
have gained from the technology that 
would have been transferred.

Several questions arise:

• Did the Air Force urge that 
the original deal with its all-
important multiple objectives be 
scrapped and a new one confined 
to 36 aircraft be concluded? 
How was the Air Force’s studied 
estimate that it is in dire need 
of 126 aircraft summarily 
jettisoned?

• As this was entirely a new deal, 
why were fresh tenders not 
invited? In particular, why was 
this not done in view of the fact 
that the suppliers Eurofighter 
GmbH had formally written 
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to the then Defence Minister 
Arun Jaitley on July 4, 2014, 
offering to reduce the cost of the 
Eurofighter Typhoon by a full 
20%?

Enter Anil Ambani group, exit 
HAL

In March 2014, it was widely 
repor ted  that  a  Work Share 
Agreement was entered into 
between Dassault Aviation and HAL 
according to which HAL would do 
70% of the work on 108 planes that 
were to be manufactured in India 
while Dassault would undertake 
the rest of the work. However, in 
the new deal signed by Modi, there 
was no mention now of transfer of 
technology; HAL was manifestly 
kicked out, and with it the much 
vaunted Make in India.

That’s not all. Some time after 
the announcement of the Rafale 
deal, it was revealed that a new Joint 
Venture has been struck between 
Reliance Defence Ltd. and Dassault 
Aviation, with Anil Ambani as the 
chief executive officer. Reliance is to 
hold 51% of the equity and Dassault 
49%. This brand new company is the 
one that has been assigned 70% of 
the Offset benefits—that is, orders 
worth Rs 21,000 crore out of a total 
offset liability of Rs 30,000 crore.

Strangely, Reliance Defence 
Limited was incorporated only on 
March 28, 2015, just 12 days before 
the Rafale deal was announced by 
PM Modi. 

Now, Clause 8.6 of the Defence 
Offset Guidelines brought into force 
by this government on April 1, 2016, 
mandatorily require that, “all Offset 
proposals will be processed by the 
Acquisition Manager and approved 
by Raksha Mantri, regardless of 
their value.”  Thus, approval of the 
Defence Minister was mandatorily 

required to process Offset proposals. 
In an inexplicable abdication of its 
mandatory duty, the government has 
now claimed that it has nothing to 
do with the matter, and that it is the 
prerogative of Dassault to choose its 
Offset partner. Two questions arise:

i) Could an experienced 
manufacturer like Dassault have 
picked a company that had no 
e x p e r i e n c e  w h a t s o e v e r  o f 
manufacturing aircraft, without 
a p p r o v a l  f r o m  t h e  I n d i a n 
government? 

ii) As mentioned above, this 
approval was necessary under the 
Government of India’s own offset 
policy. Surely, the government 
must be able to list the grounds on 
which its own company, HAL, was 
removed? 

Neither Reliance Defence nor 
any of its allied companies have 
any experience of manufacturing 
aerospace and defence equipment. In 
contrast, HAL has over 60 years of 
experience in aircraft manufacturing.  

Secrecy clause: ‘As much of a lie 
as it is baseless’

The Government of India has 
been insisting that it cannot disclose 
the price of the aircraft because of 
an agreement of secrecy with the 
Government of France. This claim 
is as much of a lie as it is baseless. 
It has also been maintaining that 
the cost of 36 Rafale jets cannot 
be “directly compared” with the 
original proposal to buy 126 combat 
aircraft as “deliverables” were 
significantly different.

Let us go back to the India-
France Joint Statement issued on 
April 10, 2015. It stated: “The two 
leaders agreed to conclude an Inter-
Governmental Agreement for supply 
of the aircraft on terms that would 
be better than conveyed by Dassault 

Aviation as part of a separate process 
underway; the delivery would be in 
time-frame that would be compatible 
with the operational requirement 
of IAF; and that the aircraft and 
associated systems and weapons 
would be delivered on the same 
configuration as had been tested 
and approved by Indian Air Force, 
and with a longer maintenance 
responsibility by France.” 

Two implications of the Joint 
Statement are manifest:

• The price of the 36 Rafales 
would be cheaper than what was 
already being negotiated. Since 
they were being supplied in “fly-
away condition”, they had to be 
cheaper than the 18 Rafales that 
Dassault had bid to supply in the 
MMRC aircraft tender. 

• The aircraft and systems were to 
be “on the same configuration as 
had been tested and approved 
by the IAF” in the MMRC 
aircraft evaluation. This clear 
and emphatic affirmation in 
the Joint Statement nails the 
falsehood that has been spread 
since then, namely, that the price 
per aircraft is so much higher 
because of some novel “India 
specific enhancements” in the 
36 Rafales now contracted.

 On November 18, 2016, in 
response to a question asked in 
the Lok Sabha on the acquisition 
of fighter aircrafts, the Minister 
of State for Defence stated that: 
“Inter-Governmental Agreement 
with the Government of French 
Republic has been signed on 
23.09.2016 for purchase of 
36 Rafale aircraft along with 
requisite equipments, services 
and weapons. Cost of each 
Rafale aircraft is approximately 
Rs 670 crore and all the aircraft 
will be delivered by April 2022.” 
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 As will be evident from this 
statement:

• The price was disclosed by the 
government itself; 

• The price was put at Rs 670 crore 
per aircraft; 

• In the government’s  own 
telling, this price included the 
“requisite equipments, services 
and weapons.” 
It now stands revealed that the 

Minister had lied to Parliament. 
The actual price of 36 aircrafts 
was revealed in a Press Release by 
Dassault and Reliance Defence on 
February 16, 2017 and Financial 
Press Release statement of Dassault 
for 2016. Both the documents show 
the total price of the deal to be about 
Rs 60,000 crore (about 8.139 Billion 
Euros) for 36 aircrafts. This is what 
is embarrassing for the government 
for it works out to Rs 1,660 crore per 
plane. This is more than double the 
price of the aircraft under the earlier 
126  MMRC aircrafts deal. And 
almost Rupees one thousand crore 
higher per plane than the price that 
was furnished by the government 
itself to Parliament on November 
18, 2016. 

It is only when the Opposition 
started claiming that there was 
a scam in the Rafale deal that 
the government has now started 
claiming that the price of the aircraft 
cannot be disclosed. The fact of the 
matter is, the secrecy clause in the 
agreement only binds India not to 
disclose the technical specifications 
and operational capabilities of 
the aircraft, it does not bind India 
to keep the price secret. In fact, 
the French President, Emmanuel 
Macron himself stated explicitly 
in March 2018 in an interview to 
India Today that how much is to be 
disclosed in this regard is entirely up 
to the Indian government.

National security implications
The net result of the gross misuse 

of office by which the original 
project for the acquisition of 126 
fighter aircraft has been sabotaged is:
• National security has been 

jeopardised;
• An enormous additional burden 

has been placed on the national 
exchequer;

• The one organisation in the 
country which has had decades-
long experience in manufacturing 
ai rcraf t—HAL—has been 
kicked out of the project;

• A private party which has had 
absolutely no experience in 
manufacturing aerospace and 
defence equipment has been 
handed an enormous financial 
benefit.
The ent i re  t ransact ion is 

thus a textbook case of criminal 
misconduct, of misuse of public 
office, and of enriching parties at the 
expense of the national interest and 
national security.

Parliament and other agencies 
charged with the responsibility 
of overseeing the defence of our 
country, of preventing corruption, 

and of ensuring that government 
remains accountable as well as 
media must exhume every fact 
about how the original project was 
jettisoned, and one without rationale 
has been put in its place.
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